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Exams  ban  on  calculators  after  maths  standards  fall 


•  By  David  Charter 
education  correspondent 

CALCULATORS  are  to  be  harmed 
in  one  of  two  maths  papers  to  be  sat 
by  !] -year-olds  next  year  because 
government  curriculum  advisers 
have  identified  a  worrying  lack  of 
mathematical  ability  in  tests  taken 
this  summer. 

The  School  Curriculum  and  As¬ 
sessment  Authority  has  akn  urged 
Gillian  Shephard,  the  Education 
Secretary,  to  introduce  a  similar 
ban  in  tests  for  14-year-okis  by  1997. 

The  results  of  this  summer's  tests 


will  be  published  later  this  month, 
but  officials  analysing  trends  were 
worried  by  widespread  confusion 
over  decimal  places  and  a  if 
competence  with  fractions.  Divi¬ 
sion  is  also  a  “particular  weakness" 
among  11  and  14-year-olds. 

Teaching  methods  which  encour¬ 
aged  children  to  discover  mathe¬ 
matical  rules  for  themselves  were 
criticised  for  allowing  children  to 
“waste  time”  trying  to  work  things 
out  inefficiently. 

In  one  question  this  summer.  11- 
year-olds  were  asked  to  calculate  15 
per  cent  of  80.  Just  a  quarter  of  the 


600,000  pupils  answered  the  ques¬ 
tion  correctly.  A  very  common 
wrong  answer  was  15,  which 
"showed  a  lack  of  basic  under¬ 
standing  of  percentages”. 

Nick  Tate,  chief  executive  of  the 
authority^  said  calculators  could 
not  be  phased  out  altogether 
because  the  national  curriculum 
required  their  use:  "What  we  are 
saying  is  that  there  has  been  some 
concern  about  over-use  of  calcula¬ 
tors  at  all  stages,  and  in  particular 
primary  school.” 

He  added  that  the  current 
papers,  with  some  questions  for 


calculators  and  me  for  mental 
arithmetic,  were  “difficult  to 
police". 

David  Hawker,  die  authority's 
assistant  chief  executive,  said: 
“Schools  were  concerned  about 
bow  to  stop  children  using  a 
calculator  when  they  shouldn't, 
and  also  to  emphasise  children's 
arithmetical  skills.  Many  children 
are  encouraged  to  develop  their 
own  methods  but  equally  we  think 
it  is  important  to  teach  methods  of 
solving  mathematical  problems  so 
children  don’t  waste  time  on  ineffi¬ 
cient  methods.” 


The  moves  were  welcomed  by  the 
London  Mathematical  Society 
which,  in  a  report  last  month, 
accused  schools  of  failing  to  teach 
die  basics  and  leaving  universities 
to  give  remedial  training. 

Peter  Saunders,  professor  of 
mathematics  at  King’s  College 
London,  and  a  member  of  the 
national  society  that  represents 
university  mathematicians,  said: 
“I  am  pleased  they  are  doing  this 
because  i  feel  calculators  have 
probably  come  in  at  too  young  an 
age  and  without  enough  thought.” 

This  summers  national  curricu¬ 


lum.  tests  were  die  first  taken  by  all 
two  million  7. 11  and  14-year-oIds. 
Seven-year-olds  took  English  and 
maths  and  the.  older  children  a  -o 
took  science.  The  English  results  do 
not  support  last  week’s  findings  by 
the  Secondary  Heads’  Association 
that  there  is  a  dramatic  decline  in 
literacy  among  children  starting 
secondary  school  However,  the 
Shakespeare  element  of  the  test  for 
14-year-olds  was  said  by  die  curric¬ 
ulum  authority  to  be  “particularly 
unpopular".  The  format  of  analys¬ 
ing  a  particular  scene  or  short 
passage  brought  ‘'unimaginative 


responses”  from  pupils.  At  II.  here 
were  particular  weaknesses  with 
punctuation  and  proper  use  of 
paragraphs.  Stories  “often  tgan 
well  and  ended  poorly”.  Spelling  at 
all  ages  was  good  but  general  rules 
were  being  applied  too  rigidly, 
leading  to  mistakes  because  of  die 
complications  of  English. 

In  science  at  11,  there  were 
weaknesses  in  the  understanding 
of  forces.  At  14.  problems  in  the 
subject  were  often  caused  by  lack  of 
mathematical  ability. 

Leading  article,  page  19 


Accountants  liable  for  £65m 

Firm’s  150 
partners 
must  foot 
£34m  bill 

V/ By  Jon  Ashworth,  Robert  Bruce  and  Melvyn  Marckus 


-  ^PARTN  ERS  in  one  of  Britain^ 
O  ddest  accountancy  firms  face 
\  \2»fls  of  up  to  £225.000  each  in 
| 'the  wake  of  a  landmark  High 
"'Court  ruling.  Binder  Hamtyn 
£  was  ordered  yesterday  to  pay 

-  ;  ,up  to  £105  million  for  foiling 
-k  ;%i  its  duty  as  an  auditor. 

V'  A  shortfall  in  indemnity 
hover  leaves  up  to  150  current 
.and  former  partners  sharing  a 
bill  for  £34  million  —  thought 
.  to  be  the  most  severe  personal 
loss  ever  inflicted  on  profes- 

-  sionals  in  a  British  firm. 
-\  Partners  in  a  firm  share  in  the 
“  :  overall  profits,  and  are  equally 

liable  for  arty  claims.  Some  SO 
jjartners  still  work  for  the 
London  firm;  the  rest  have 
either  moved  on  or  retired. 

Binder  Hamtyn  intends  to 
appeal  against  the  High  Court 
ruling,  which  stems  from  its 
involvement  with  a  takeover 
bid  in  1990.  Sources  dose  to 
the  firm  deny  the  claim  will 
result  in  finandalrum.  •  . 

The  case  stems  from  an 
oflhand  remark  allegedly  de¬ 
livered  by  one  of  the  firm’s 
audit  partners  at  a  meeting 
nearly  six  years  ago,  and 
mirrors  the  massive  rise  in 
lawsuits  against  professional 
firms  in  America,  where  up  to 
$40  billion  in  claims  are 
outstanding.  There  are  fears 
that  UK  professionals  in  Brit¬ 
ain  "will  now  become  even 
more  guarded  in  their  deal¬ 
ings  with  clients. 

-  -  Binder  Hamtyn  briefly  act- 
ed  as  joint  auditor  to  Britannia 
-Securities  Group  in  the  period 
before  a  takeover  bid  by  ADT, 
the  international  security 
group  and  past  sponsor  of  the 
London  Marathon.  ,  In  jm  in-. 
?.fannai  meeting  wkh.Britan- 
’ma  shortly  before  .  ADT 
v launched  its  bid.  the  audit' 

‘  partner  concerned  was  afleg- 
.  edly  asked  whether  he  stood 
•  Tty  his  audit  of  the  previous 
.-  tyear  and  said  he  did. 
v, ;  The  judge.  Mr  Justice  May. 
r¥uied  that  Binder  Hamtyn 
'ted.  “in  effect,  established  a 
.  benchmark  value  for  Britan- 
mi  atthe  meeting  hr  January 
«9tifADT  later  decided  tharit 


had  paid  too  much  for  Britan¬ 
nia,  and  claimed  that  Binder 
Hamtyn  had  been  negligent  in 
providing  accounts  which  did 
not  give  a  true  picture.  The 
judge  awarded  ADT  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  audit  value 
and  the  bid  value — the  sum  of 
£65milliOTL  With  interest  and 
costs,  the  size  of  file  award  is 
expected  to  swell  to  about  £105 


■  Jonathan  Sumption.  QC.  for 
Binder  Hamtyn.  told  the  judge 
that  his  client's  insurance 
rover  fefl  short  of  the  total 
damages  and  interest  by  £34 
million.  Legal  sources  said 
this  would  mean  that  150 
partners  were  now  liable  for 
the  shortfall  The  company 
has  dismissed  as  absurd  the 
suggestion'  that  some  face 
rim 

The  ruling  was  greeted  with 
dismay  in  financial  cirdes. 
Michael  Bolton,  a  former 
Binder  Hamtyn’ partner,  said: 
“If  there  is  any  suggestion  of 
this  being  uninsured,  then  iris 
dearty  a  problem." 

'  Partners  at  Binder  Ham- 
tyn’s  London  headquarters  at 
20  Old  Bailey  spent  the  after¬ 
noon  in  meetings  as  they 
attempted  to  digest  die  con¬ 
tents  of  the  lOfrpage  judg¬ 
ment  Shocked  staff  first  read 
about  the  judgment  in  a  terse 
internal  memo. 

Arthur  Andersen,  which 
bought  Binder  Hamtyn  in 
September  1994,  said  its  part¬ 
ners  were  not  affected  by  the 
ruling. 

The  ruling  is  certain  to 
speed  efforts  by  UK  accoun¬ 
tants  to  ring-fence  themselves 
against  the  threat  erf  crippling 
law  suits.  One  of  the  country’s 
biggest  firms,  KPMG,  is  cur¬ 
rently  turning  its  audit  prac¬ 
tice  into  a  limited  liability 
company  in  an  attempt  to 
protect  individual  partners 
from  die  threat  of  punitive 
legal  action.  CXhers,  induding 
Price  Waterhouse  and  Ernst  & 
Young,  are  actively  consider¬ 
ing  the  issue  of  incorporation. 

Pennington,  page  27 


Vicky  Wflmore,  back  to  writing  normally  in  school  after  a  year  of  frustration  and  gibes  about  her  work 

Girl’s  bump  cures  mirror-writing 


By  Tim  Jones 


DOCTORS  are  baffled  by  the 
case  of  a  girl  whose  mysteri¬ 
ous  writing  disorder  has  been 
cured  by  a  bang  on  the  head 
caused  fry  the  excitement  of 
watching  Manchester  United 
playing  an  important  match. 

Vicky  Wflmore.  10.  from 
Gorton,  Manchester,  was  a 
happy  child  of  normal  ability 
until  she  complained  of  a 
headache  one  morning  a  year 
ago.  From  that  moment  she 
started  writing  everything 
back  to  front  and  upside 
down. 

Although  Vicky  could  read 
what  she  wrote,  nobody  else 
could  and  this  caused  her  to 
ay  with  frustration  and  (ed  to 
classroom  gibes.  Several  ex¬ 
perts  subjected  her  to  psycho¬ 
logical  and  physiological  tests 
but  foiled  to  find  a  cure. 

Her  father  Brian,  who  is 
unemployed,  and  her  mother 
Brenda,  despaired  of  her  ever 
regaining  her  ability  to  read 
and  write.  As  the  disorder 


became  more  severe  Vicky 
found  one  of  her  few  pleasures 
was  following  on  television  the 
fortunes  of  her  favourite  foot¬ 
ball  team.  Manchester  United. 

When  they  played  Rotor 
Volgograd  in  the  Uefa  Cup  on 
September  27  the  10-year-old 
became  so  excited  that  she 
jumped  out  of  her  seat  and  fell 
back,  banging  her  head  on  a 
coffee  table. 

The  next  day.  Vicky,  who 
also  has  a  history  of  eyesight 
problems,  were  to  school  and 
started  to  read  and  write 
normally  again. 

Dr  Isabella  Tweedfe,  senior 
clinical  medical  officer  for 
child  health  with  the  Mancu¬ 
nian  Community  Health 
Trust  described  Vicky’s  cure 
as  incredible.  She  said:  “I  have 
never  come  across  anything 
like  it  before  and  neither  has 
anyone  that  1  know  of. 

“It  is  still  not  solved  because 
it  doesn’t  have  a  diagnosis.  We 
are  delighted  that  everything 


seems  back  to  normal  for 
Vicky  but  we  still  want  to 
know  what  caused  it  and  we 
shall  continue  to  try  to  find 
out  Doctors  wifl  be  keeping  a 
careful  eye  on  Vicky  and  wfli 
also  continue  to  assess  and 
monitor  her  progress.  Vicky’s 
case,  including  examples  of 
her  schoohvork,  is  likely  to  be 
featured  in  learned  medical 
journals." 

Linda  Hope,  deputy  head  of 
Vicky’s  school  said:  “Vicky 
and  her  family  have  suffered  a 
traumatic  year.  She  is  now 
doing  very  well  at  school." 

Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford  of 
The  Times  said:  “Cases  where 
an  apparent  neurological  con¬ 
dition  is  suddenly  and  com¬ 
pletely  recovered  after  a  minor 
injury  are  not  uncommon. 

“There  have  been  cases 
where  there  is  a  subconscious 
retreat  from  a  perceived  threat 
which  will  lead  to  distur¬ 
bances  of  the  brain  affecting 
any  of  the  senses  —  deafness 


often  occurs  —  of  which  this 
could  be  an  example,  ft  is 
interesting  that  all  the  physi¬ 
cal  tests  on  this  patient  have 
been  normal  and  that  the 
restoration  of  her  vision  was 
so  immediate.  Hus  suggests 
an  attack  of  hysteria  leading  to 
disruption  of  the  eyesight 
There  have  been  simiiiar  cases 
of  hysterical  deafness.  But  it 
must  be  stated  that  this  has 
nothing  to  do  with  malinger¬ 
ing.  ft  is  a  fascinating  case. 

“The  cause  may  never  be 
discovered  but  for  a  long  time 
the  patient  will  need  careful 
supervision,  both  in  regard  to 
her  physical  and  mental 
development." 

United  drew  2-2  with  Rotor 
Volgograd  in  the  match  but 
lost  on  the  away  goals  rule. 
Ken  Marrett,  the  dub’s  secre¬ 
tary,  said:  “We  are  delighted 
she  has  made  a  recovery.  It 
was  a  bad  day  for  us  but  it  is 
nice  to  know  something  good 
came  of  it” 


>rjj3Li-Usl  . 


Vicky-s  writing  before  and  after  her  cure.  The  mirror-writing  begins:  “Wednesday  10th  May  1995.  The  adventure. 
One'  day  me  and  Clare  went  on  a  ghost  train.  It  was  scary,  mere  was  skeletons  and  there  was  monsters” 


Maxwell  jury  breaks  for  Christmas 


By  Frances  Gibb,  legal  correspondent 


s,  "/sMyte  ?  •  i 


THE  Maxwell  trial  came  to 
an  abrupt  halt  yesterday 
when  die  judge  agreed  to 
send  jurors  off  for  a  four-week 
break  over  Christmas. 

Lord  Justice  Phillips  decid¬ 
ed  to  adjourn  his  summing- 
up  of  the  seven-month  trial 
after  the  jurors  told  him  they 
would  feel  under  pressure  if 


they  were  sent  out  to  consider 
thar  verdicts  before  Christ¬ 
mas.  He  had  been  expected  to 
start  summing  up  next  week, 
and  the  jury  would  have  been 
sent  out  the  following  week. 

He  agreed  to  adjourn  the 
trial  until  January  3,  which 
means  a  gap  of  several  weeks 
between  counsels’  dosing 

speeches  and  the  jury  retiring 


to  consider  die  verdict 

The  decision  to  hah  die  trial 
came  on  Day  116  when  the 
jury  sent  the  judge  a  note 
saying  they  were  “under  pres¬ 
sure  regarding  their  delibera¬ 
tion  process”.  It  added:  “It 
would  be  preferable  to  com¬ 
mence  after  Christmas.” 

Anne  Rafferty.  QC,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Criminal  Bar 


Association,  said:  “This  is 
unusual  . . .  first  for  tile  re¬ 
quest  and  second,  for  the 
judge  to  accede  to  it" 

Kevin  Maxwell,  36.  his 
brother  Ian.  39.  and  former 
Maxwell  executive  Larry 
Trachtenberg,  42,  deny  con¬ 
spiracy  to  defraud  by  misus¬ 
ing  shares  belonging  to  the 
pension  fund. 


Jewel  charges 

A  19-year-old  airline  baggage 
handler  was  charged  in  New 
York  after  the  recovery  of  a 
diamond  necklace  and  brace¬ 
let  belonging  to  the  Duchess 
of  York _ Page  3 

Chaos  on  roads 

The  icy  blast  from  Siberia  left 
a  second  day  of  chaos  on  the 
roads  yesterday  as  drivers 
struggled  to  cope  with  snow 

and  ice - Pages 
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Major  finds  an 
ally  in  Italy 
for  EMU  delay 

From  Jill  Sherman  in  Florence 


JOHN  MAJOR  last  night  won 
Italian  backing  for  a  move 
aimed  at  postponing  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  single  European 
currency. 

Lamberto  Dini,  the  Italian 
Prime  Minister,  agreed  to 
support  Mr  Major  at  next 
week’s  Madrid  summit  in 
calling  for  a  full  study  into  the 
impact  of  some  countries 
adopting  a  single  currency 
before  others. 

The  new  alliance  with  Si¬ 
gnor  Dini.  which  followed  an 
Anglo-ltalian  summit  in  Flor¬ 
ence  yesterday,  marks  the  first 
concerted  opposition  to  plans 
by  Germany  and  France  to  go 
ahead  with  a  single  currency 
by  1999  irrespective  of  whether 
other  countries  are  ready. 
Although  Mr  Major  first 
raised  the  idea  of  a  study  at  the 
Majorca  summit  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  other  countries  have  been 
slow  to  offer  him  any  support. 

Anglo-ltalian  pressure  for  a 
deeper  investigation  will  be 
seen  as  a  tactic  designed  to 
delay  economic  and  monetary 
union  into  the  next  millenni¬ 
um.  While  it  will  delight  Euro- 
sceptics  at  Westminster.  Mr 
Major  will  have  to  secure  the 
backing  of  other  EU  member 
states  at  Madrid  next  week 
before  be  can  flesh  out  any 
details  of  an  inquiry. 


But  Signor  Dim  indicated 
that  the  study  could  go  on  as 
long  as  three  years,  hinting 
that  hard  currency  states' 
might  be  inhibited  from  start¬ 
ing  a  monetary  union  before  it 
was  finished. 

However  the  chances  of 
France  and  Germany  being 
deflected  from  their  timetable 
by  such  a  study  do  not  appear 
strong. 

Mr  Major  argued  that  the 
EU  should  agree  to  a  full 
assessment  on  the  impact  of  a 
two-stage  single  currency  on 
exchange  markets,  the  single 
market,  structural  funds  and 
foe  common  agricultural  poli¬ 
cy.  Less  than  half  the  16  EU 
members  were  likely  to  make 
the  Maastricht  convergence 
criteria  to  enable  them  to  go 
ahead  with  EMU  by  1999,  he 
pointed  oul 

Mr  Major  was  delighted 
with  the  outcome  in  Florence. 
He  in  turn  offered  a  number  of 
concessions  to  Italy,  in  partic¬ 
ular  a  separate  review  on  the 
enlargement  of  the  European 
community.  Italy  is  worried 
about  the  economic  impact  of 
poorer  countries  joining. 

KohKThirac  talks,  page  15 
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A  party  needs  a  brutal  whipping  system  like  a 


As  reported  elsewhere  in 
these  pages.  Tory  MPs 
mourned  a  spirited 
protest  yesterday  against 
Claimed  “bully-boy"  inHms  by 
Labour  whips  against  their 
own  rebels.  Do  whips  biifiy? 
Does  the  Pope  pray?  Does  the 
Princess  of  Wales'  give 
interviews? 

Of  course  what  really  terri¬ 
fies  the  Tories  is  the  evidence 
that  the  labour  Party  is  pul¬ 
ling  itself  together.  In  dogs  the 
sign  of  health  is  a  cold,  wet 
nose;  in  political  parties  it  is 
palpable  fear  among  back¬ 
benchers  that  indicates 


health.  A  parliamentary  party 
needs  a  brutal  whipping  sys¬ 
tem  as  a  human  body  needs  a 
spine. 

1  do  not  know  whetfaer.it  is 
true  (as  Tories  alleged  yester¬ 
day)  thaf-Jabour  whips,  hung 
around  in  packs  at  the  ay- 
trance  to  the  division  lobby  to 
scare  off  Labour  rebels  but  I 
do  know  that  Tory  whips  have 
done  this- 1  remember,  when  a 
backbencher  myself,  scurry¬ 
ing  Into  the  “wrong”  lobby 
pursued  by  the  booming  voice 
of  the  late  Sir  Spencer  le 
M  archant  (who  had  tried  to 
block  my  way)  shouting: 


“Matthew,  you’re  a  — T.  The 
word  he  used  was  so  rude  that 
we  cannot  even  print  the  first 
letter. 

To  facedown  a  rebellion  by 
poticing  the  lobby  entrance 
itsd£  however,  is  a  last-ditch 
measure.  Except  in  emergen¬ 
cies,  bullying  is  better  done  in 
die  lavatories.  Something  has 
gone  wrong  if  you  haven't 
beaded  off  a  rebel  before  he. 
reaches  the  division  lobby 
door.  A  quiet  word  at  the 
urinals,  a  brandy  in  the  Smok¬ 
ing  Room,  a  chat  in  the 
corridor  or  a  whisky  with  the 
Chief  Whip  himself  are  more 


POLITICAL  SKETCH 


likely  to  bring  a  chap  to  heeL 
Flattery  worked  best  with  me. 
A  whip  woolisidle  up-in  the 
Tea  Room.  att  remark  that 
one's  latest  speech  had  been 
an  object  of  praise  and  won¬ 
der  in  die  whips’  office,  its 
exceDence  reaching  the  ear  of 
the  Prime  Minister  herself. 
“Oh.  and  by  the  way:  can  we 
count  on  your  support  at  the 
Second  Reading  of  the 


Slaughter  of  the  Firstborn  Bill 
(LOSS)?  It's  a  toughie,  we 
realise.  We  count  on  you  at 
times  like'  these." 

“But  I  don't  agree  with  the 
slaughter  of  the  firstborn.” 

“Of  course  you  don’t-  If  s  the 
way  you  hold  the  line  when 
you  don't  agree  that  the  Chief 
so  much  admires." 

Sensible  whips  use  the  car¬ 
rot  more  than  the  stick.  As  a 


Barts  may  be  saved 
by  joint  private  . 
and  public  funding 


By  Jeremy  Laurance,  health  correspondent 


ST  BARTHOLOMEW'S  hos¬ 
pital  in  the  City  of  London,  one 
of  the  oldest  in  the  country, 
may  escape  closure  by  becom¬ 
ing  a  charitable  hospital,  the 
first  to  treat  acute  patients 
since  the  National  Health 
Service  began. 

The  hospital,  the  most  fam¬ 
ous  casualty  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  NHS  reforms  in 
London,  is  due  to  dose  early  in 
the  next  century.  A  scheme  to 
retain  it  is  to  be  discussed  at  a 
private  meeting  hosted  by  the 
King's  Fund,  the  independent 
health  policy  think-tank,  next 
week. 

The  meeting  on  Thursday, 
to  be  attended  by  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Corporation  of 
London,  a  private  health  com¬ 
pany  and  the  Royal  London 
Hospitals  Trust  which  cur¬ 


rently  manages  Bart’s,  will 
consider  a  proposal  to  keep  the 
hospital  going  with  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  state,  charitable  and 
private  funding.  ' 

One  senior  figure  involved 
in  the  plan  said  it  would 
provide  a  model  of  collabor¬ 
ation  between  the  public  and 
private  sectors.  “It  reopens  the 
case  against  dosing  Barfs  in  a 
very  elegant  way."  he 
said. 

A  100-page  research  report 
commissioned  by  the  King’s 
Fluid  to  examine  whether  such 
a  project  could  be  viable 
will  be  presented  at  the 
meeting. 

The  options  include  retain¬ 
ing  a  community  hospital  and 
accident  and  emergency  ser¬ 
vice  on  the  she.  with  an 
occupational  health  service 


St  Bartholomew’s  at  Smithfields  in  the  City 


and  complementary  medicine. 
Some  NHS  services  would  be 
retained. 

Robert  Maxwell,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  King's  Fund,  said: 
“There  is  no  lack  of  candidates 
for'  the  site.  There  is  one 
private  medical  provider  and 
one  charity  interested.  The 
City  wants  an  occupational 
health  service  and  the  Barbi¬ 
can  wants  a  community 
hospital. 

The  question  is  how  well  all 
these  would  fit  together. 
Would  it  be  an  insitution  with 
a  future  or  just  a  jumbled 
series  of  bits?” 

The  proposed  new  hospital 
is  likely  to  appeal  to  ministers 
anxious  to  salvage  political 
capital  after  the  decision  to 
dose  Bart's  provoked  an  un¬ 
precedented  campaign  of 
opposition. 

This  culminated  in  a  dam¬ 
aging  Tory  backbench  rebel¬ 
lion  which  is  blamed  for 
unseating  die  former  Health 
Secretary,  Virginia  Bottomley. 

The  closure  of  Barfs  was 
signalled  by  Mrs  Bottomley 
more  than  a  year  ago.  after  the 
Tomlinson  review  of  London’s 
health  services  was  published 
in  1992.  This  said  it  could  not 
survive  in  the  internal  NHS 
market 

The  accident  and  emergen¬ 
cy  department  was  dosed  last 
January  and  the  remaining 
departments  are  due  to  trans¬ 
fer  to  the  Royal  London  Hospi¬ 
tal,  Whitechapel,  east  London, 
over  tiie  next  five  years.  Last 


Staff  at  the  historic  hospital  which  is  due  to  dose  early  in  the  next  century 


summer.  Mrs  Bottomley  ap¬ 
pointed  a  task  forte  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Sir  Ronald 
Grierson  to  consider  future 
uses  for  the  Bart’s  site. 

A  key  advantage  of  the 
King’s  Fund  plan  is  that  it 
would  require  little  change  to 
the  buildings.  The  report  is 
understood  to  estimate  that 
the  cost  of  establishing  the 
hospital  would  be  less  than  the 
cost  of  transferring  NHS  ser¬ 
vices  to  tiie  Royal  London. 

An  earlier  proposal  that  the 


London  School  of  Economics 
should  move  onto  the  site  has 
been  suspended  because  of  the 
expense  of  refurbishment  A 
suggestion  for  an  Institute  of 
Ageing,  put  forward  by  the 
Health  Department  could  be 
accommodated  alongside  the 
new  hospital. 

The  viability  of  the  project 
depends  on  whether  the  braid¬ 
ing  is  sold  or  offered  at  a 
notional  rent  Its  sale  is 
draught  difficult  because  it  is 
Grade  I  listed,  limiting  the 


possibilities  for  rede¬ 
velopment 

“The  easiest  use  for  the 
buildings  must  be  something 
similar  to  what  it  has  been 
used  for  up  to  now.  Some  of 
them  are  in  excellent  shape." 
said  Mr  Maxwell. 

The  hospital  has  a  stateraf- 
tbe-art  day  surgery  unit  and 
operating  theatres  refurbished 
at  a  cost  of  £15  million  were 
opened  two  years  ago.,. 
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Opt-out  inquiry 
keeps  pressure 


on  Blair  territory 


By  Andrew  Pierce 


Everyone  will 


notice  you’re  wearing  it 

Except  you. 


For  those  of  you  who  suffer  irritating  allergies  to  nickel,  the  following 


information  will  come  as  some  relief. 


There  is  now  no  need  to  sacrifice  style  for  comfort. 


AN  INVESTIGATION  was 
ordered  by  the  Government 
yesterday  into  complaints  of 
intimidation  at  an  opt-out 
ballot  at  a  comprehensive 
school  in  Tony  Blair's 
Sedgefidd  constituency. 

Allegations  of  dirty  tricks 
have  flown  thick  and  last  on 
both  sides  of  the  opt-out 
argument  after  parents  voted 
two-to-one  against  Hurworth 
School  cutting  ties  with 
Labour-controlled  Durham 
County  Council. 

The  Tory  chairman  of  the 
governors  was  at  the  centre  of 
the  controversy  last  night  after 
it  emerged  he  made  claims 
that  the  35-year-old  school 
might  close  unless  It  became 
grant-maintained. .  Labour 
supporters  say  Don  Mason,  a 
county  counillor,  attempted  to 
force  through  opting-out  to 
embarrass  Mr  Blair. 

Durham  County  Council 
was  accused  by  Eamonn  Far¬ 
rar,  the  headmaster,  of 
spreading  false  information 
about  a  threat  to  the  school 
bus  service  if  it  opted  our. 

Neither  the  headmaster,  the 
governors,  nor  the  county 
council  had  sought  an  inquiry. 
Mr  Farrar  said  last  night  “We 
want  to  put  this  behind  us.” 

The  county  council  was 
commended  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  for  the  way  it  conducted 
a  previous  opt-out  ballot  The 
result  of  the  latest  vote  was 


announced  on  Tuesday.  Con¬ 
troversy  spilled  into  the  Com¬ 
mons  when  Conservative  MPs 
accused  Mr  Blair — whose  son 
abends  a  grant-maintained 
school  —  of  a>oniinating  a 
campaign  of  “intimidation 
and  browbeating". 

Mr  Farrar  has  written  to 
Mr  Blair  and  John  Major  to 
complain  about  intimidation, 
and  said:  Tony  Blair  is  an 
honourable  man.  He  is  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  it  I  will  be 
voting  for  him  at  the  election. 
It’s  wrong  for  the  Tories  to 
drag  him  into  ft." 

Gillian  Shephard,  the  Edu¬ 
cation  Secretary,  kept  up  the 
pressure.  In  a  letter  last  night 
to  Mr  Blair  she  said:  “l  am 
sure  you  must  be  concerned  by 
these  allegations,  particularly 
since  you  are  such  a  strong 
supporter  of  grant-maintained 
schools." 

A  Labour  spokesman  said: 
Tony  Blair  has  no  evidence  to 
stand  up  claims  of  intimida¬ 
tion.  If  die  re  were  such  things 
going  on.  he  entirely  disassoci¬ 
ates  himself  from  them." 

Mr  Mason,  chairman  of  the 
governors,  denied  seeking  to 
embarrass  Tony  Blair  and 
said:  “We  have  never  said  the 
school  would  dose  if  it  did  not 
opt-out — only  that  there  is  the 
possibility  that  it  might  " 

A  council  spokesman  said: 
There  never  was  any  threat  of 
closure." 


aspme 


whip  during  the  Maastricht 
rebellions,  the  fearsome  g- 
stoneTozy.  David  ughtbown. 
often  beard  his  name  linked 
with  backbench  whimpers 
about  intimidation,  but 
Ughtbown  himself  is  said  to 
have  retorted:  “I  don’t  just 
smack  tbetit  I  kiss  tbem  better 
afterwards,  too." 

'I  was  never  hit  by  a  whip.  I 
camedoscst  with  Walter  Har¬ 
rison;  Labour's  ruthlessly  eff¬ 
ective  Deputy  Chief  Whip 
during  Michael  Foot's  leader¬ 
ship  of  toe  party.  I  bad  been. 


a  private  Bill  on  whose  com¬ 
mittee  I  saL  Walter  cornered 
me  first  &  the  lave  y  down¬ 
stairs.  Baring  his  teeth  he  told 
me  that  if  I  (fid  not  cooperate, 
the  Labour  Party  would  make 
my  life  difficult  at  Westmin¬ 
ster  for  tiie  rest  ^  my  career. 


Next  he conflbnted  me 
in  the  Strangers’  Bar. 
In  toe  presence  of 
Toxy  colleagues,  be  told  me  I 
was  “a  little  shit"  who  was 
ignorant  of  tote  unwritten 
ndes  of  private  Bills.  Finally.  I 
■  was  backed  against  a  wall  m 
the  Dining  Ttoran  corridor 


and.  Waller's  face  about  three 
indies  from  mine,  told  in 
tones  pregnant  with  menace 
that  there  would  come  a  day 
when  the  Labour  Party  would 
have  it  in  their  power  to  hurt, 
or' to  sMdd,  me.  The  choke 
was  mint.  ... 

Sheffield  got  theirBiH.  If 
t  aYumr  wins  the  next  election. 
Tony  Blair  is  going  to  need  a 
Walter  Harrison.  Tory  allega¬ 
tions  that  Labour  whips,  are 
teaming  how  to  be  whips 
bode  weB  -  fix’  a  .  Bkr  : 

government- 


fe 
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Carey  urges  an  end 


to  Islamic  divide 


The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Dr  George  Carey,  sari 
yesterday  that  the  relationship  between  Christianity  ,  and. 
Islam  was  “potentially  one  of  the  great  fault  lues  naming 
between  and  through  civilisations"  Dr  Carey,  addressing  a. 
conference  in  London,  said  toe  dialogue  between  Christian-, 
rty  and  Islam  was  critical.for  the  future  of  mankind  so  mat 
incipient  hostility  based  on  fear  is  disarmed".  There  Were; 
“recurrent  tremors  reminding  us  that  destruction  can  burst 
forth  again  where  such  deep  divisions  lie  beneath. -me 

surface  oust”.  .  ,  _ .  ,J  v  ’ 

Dr  Carey  said  a  surge  of  religious  faith  had  swept  through 
much  of  the  Middle  and  near  East  and  the  northern 
Mediterranean,  helping  to  topple  atheistic  communist 
regimes,  and  there  had  been  extraordinary  religious  growth 
in  Africa.  South  America  and  the  Far  East  All  tins  made  the . 
deatbof-religion  theory  “seem  rather  silly” .  he  said.' 


West  to  lodge  appeal; 


Rosemary  West’s  solicitor  announced  that  she  is  to  appeal 
against  her  conviction  on  ton  murder  charges.  Leo  Goatley 
said:  “We  want  to  have  another  look  at  the  sxrmkiri&ct 
evidence  which  was  used  in  the  trial  and  its  admissibility. 
We  also  want  to  review  (he  arguments  on  severance  winch 
were  put  before  the  trial  judge,  and  we  are  also,  concerned  - 
about  the  chequebook  journalism  and  the  payments  to 
witnesses and  the  effect  that  had  on  their  evidence."  He  said 
West  42.  was  waking  up  in  Durham,  jailcacb  morning  “with 
feelings  of  frustration  and  anger”. 


Doctor  barred  for  rape 


A  doctor  was  struck  off  the  medical  register  after  being 
found  guilty  by  toe  General  Medical  Council  of  rapmg  and 
attacking  a  mother  of  two  he  had  lured  to  a  hotel  bedroom. 
After  the  decision,  it  emerged  that  Dr  Michael  James 
Bowles,  43,  had  already  served  13  months  in  a  Canadian 
prison  for  the  offence.  Dr  Bowles,  of  Harrow,  northwest 
London,  had  denied  the  offences  at  a  medical  conference  m 
Quebec  more  than  five  years  ago. 


.-Vich 


Deportation  delayed 


Immigration  officials  have  postponed  for  two  weeks  the- 
removal  of  a  Nigerian  asylum-seeker  who  says  he  faces 
torture  and  death  in  Lagos.  Abiodun  Igbinidu,  25,  was  to  be 
deported  on  Saturday  but  his  return  has  been  delayed  whfle 
the  Home  Office  considers  representations  including  one 
from  the  former  Foriegn  Secretory  Douglas  Hurd-  Mr 
Igbinidu,  an  activist  in  toe  Campaign  for  Democracy,  is  said 
to  have  arrived  in  June  bn  a  fraudulent  passport 


intist 
e; id  in 
Ihotei 


Lord  Matthews  dies 


Lord  Matthews,  right,  who 
began  working  as  a  paper 
boy  and  retired  as  a  million¬ 
aire  newspaper  owner,  has 
died  at  his  home  on  Jersey. 
Ian,  the  former  Express 
Newspapers  chairman’s 
only  soa  and  daughter-in- 
law  Helen  were  with  him 
when  be  died  on  Tuesday 
night  his  76th  birthday.  His 
wife  Joyce  died  in  October 
of  cancer.  He  made  his  first 
fortune  in  property  and 
shipping.  Obituary,  page  21 


UVF  trio  found  guilty 


Three  men.  including  a  loyalist  politician,  were  found  guilty 
yesterday  of  conspiring  to  run  guns  to  the  outlawed  Ulster 
Volunteer  Force.  Lindsay  Robb.  28,  of  toe  Progressive 
Unionist  Party,  was  found  guilty  at  toe  High  Court  in 
Glasgow  of  conspiring  to  further  by  criminal  means  the 
purposes  of  toe  UVF.  John  Johnston.  49,  from  -Falkirk,  and 
William  McArthur,  41  from  Bonnybridge,  were  alsn  found 
guilty  of  conspiracy.  They  will  be  sentenced  in  a  fortnight 


Briton  feared  dead 


:  -  ■ 


British  officials  in  Lusaka  believe  a  53-year-old  Briton  who  ‘  • 
disappeared  from  toe  Zambian  capital  19  days  ago  has  been 

lulled  after  being  abducted  in  a  car  hijack,  and  that  his  body 

has  been  eaten  by  wQd  animals.  Dylan  Asptnwafl’s  pickup 
truck  was  found  90  mites  east  of  f  j»«aka  on  a  dirt  track  a  •  . 
mile  from  toe  main  road.  Mr  Aspinwafl,  a  bachelor,  worked  | 

as  a  British  aid  officer  in  education  in  Zambia  for  19  years  I 
until  he  retired  to  live  in  Lusaka  three  years  ago.  uS 


Vodka  advert  banned  :;ll 

A  vodka  advertisement  shawms  a  sranttw  t*tii "  '-*E;  F*-*  2^ 


A  vodka  advertisement  showing  a  scantily  dressed  blitode 
woman  and  the  words  “give  it  to  me  raw”  has  been  banned 
bytfte  Advertising  Standards  Authority  after  complaints  , 
from  me  public.  Tbe  authority  criticised  MDT.  which  makes  . 
Raw  Spirit  vodka,  for  using  “sexually  violent  images”.  The  ' 
firm  Has  agreed  to  remove  posters  from  Tube  trains  and  ! 
buses  but  is  resisting  toe  order  to  remove  them  from  •- 
billboards.  The  authority  says  they  wOTbe  ton  down. 
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Citizen  have  created  the  nickel  safe  watch. 


Nickel  safe  watches  are  made  using  stainless  steel  with  no  added 
nickel  together  with  nickel  free  gold  plated  straps. 

Each  one  in  the  range  comes  with  a  three  year  guarantee,  and  they 
are  priced  from  £59.95.  The  model  illustrated  here  is  £110. 

You're  sure  to  agree,  they  look  as  beautiful  as  they  feel. 


Loyalist  appeals  over  terrorist  beatings 


By  Nicholas  Watt 

IRELAND  CORRESPONDENT 


CITIZEN 

TIME  WELL  SPENT 


MUCH.  IS  PRE&NT  M  THE  WATCH  MOVEMENT  AND  BRACELET  HOLDING  PINS.  BUT  THISE  DO  NOT  CONTACT1  TTffi  93N  UWfTt  NCBMftl  USE 


A  LEADING  loyalist  yesterday  called  on 
paramilitaries  to  end  punishment  beat¬ 
ings  in  Northern  Ireland  after  govern¬ 
ment  figures  showed  that  the  number 
meted  out  by  the  IRA  and  loyalists  had 
risen  sinoe  their  ceasefires. 

John  White,  of  the  Ulster  Democratic 
Party,  which  has  links  with  the  Ulster 
Defence  Association,  said  people  should 
report  alleged  offenders  to  the  police 
rather  than  turning  to  paramilitaries  for 
"instant  justice". 

The  Northern  Ireland  Office  said  that 
terrorists  on  both  sides  carried  ora  223 
punishment  attacks  in  the  first  14  months 


of  the  IRA  ceasefire.  That  compared  with 
203  attacks  over  the  same  period  in  the 
run-up  to  the  ceasefire  in  August  last  year. 

Republicans  carried  out  148  of  toe  latest 
attacks  and  the  loyalists  75.  The 
terrorists,  who  cannot  use  firearms  under 
the  terms  of  their  ceasefires,  attack  their 
victims  with  baseball  bats  and  iron  bars. 
Doctors  say  that  the  damage  can  be 
worse  than  in  kneecappings  by  bullet 

Before  the  IRA  ceasefire.  63  of  the  71 
assaults  by  republicans  were  shootings 
Loyalists  earned  out  132  punishment 
attacks,  including  95  shootings.  13  of 
which  were  carried  out  between  the  IRa 
ceasefire  on  August  31  last  year  and  the 
toyalist  ceasefire  on  October  13.  The 
figures  Tvsrerek'  rt  on  Tuesday  night  by 


Baroness  Miller,  who  was  standing  infer 
Baroness  Denton,  the  junior  Northern 
Ireland  Minister. 

IRA  and  loyalist  terrorists  have  stepped 
up  punishment  attacks  as  they  tty.  ter. 
toamtom  control  over  their  areas-  The", 
terrorists  claim  that  they  attack  “anti  ¬ 
social  elements-  which  include  alleged" 
joy-riders,  petty  criminals  andsex  offend- 
ere.  Many  victims  have  suffered  severe 
injuries.  L'-- 
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figures  prompted  Mr  Wffias 
vf  pnsons  spokesman,  to  pledge  to/ 
ao  all  he  could  to  end  the  attacks. 
However,  he  said  that  tbe  affarfre  would.  • 
continue  as  long  as  people  mined- JRo 
paramilitaries  for  summary  justice.'Gcm' 
m unities  often  still  supported  attacks. " 
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New  York  baggage  handler  released  on  $75,000  oail  after  stolen  bracelet  and  necklace  are  found 

Five  diamonds 
missing  from 
royal  jewellery 


From  Quentin  Letts 
IN  NEW  YORK 

NEW  YORK'S  second  most 
senior  FBI  man  put  it  a  little 
strongly  yesterday,  but  the 
Duchess  of  York’s  wedding 
jewellery  is  back  in  safe 
hands.  "I  am  very  pleased  to 
say  that  we  have  recovered  the 
Crowr  Jewels,"  said  James 
Kaflstrom,  assistant  diiyrtor 
of  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation. 

The  jewels,  a  1986  wedding 
present  from  the  Queen,  were 
found  in  the  possession  of  an 
W  airport  baggage  handier,  Gil¬ 
bert  Terrero,  19.  who  was 
reteased  on  $75,000  (£48.700) 
bail,  by  Brooklyn  Fbderal 
Court  last  night. 

Five  diamonds  remain 
missing.  They  were  prised 
from  one  of  die  two  pieces  of 
jewellery,  a  65-carat  necklace 
that  was  found  at  Terrero ’s 
New  York  address.  The 
matching  item,  a  20-carat 
bracelet,  was  found  in  his 
locker  at  JFK  airport 
They  were  swiftly  examined 
and  verified  by  a  New  York 
diamond  dealer.  Laurence 
Krashes.  He  said  the  necklace 
had  .been  broken  in  two 
places,  white  the  bracelet  had 
one  break.  “I  sawa  number  of 
settings  that  had  been  twisted 
and  broken.”  he  said.  “When  I 
tried  to  reassemble  the  neck¬ 
lace  1  knew  that  the  pattern 
was  broken.  It  was  obviousthe 
person  had  tried  to  break  it 
with  his  hands.'* 

Agent  Kallstrom,  himself 


British 
scientist 
^killed  in 
US  hotel 

::  _.i 

From  Giles  Wamnii  . 

IN  LOS  ANGELES 

A  PROMINENT  British  scL 
entist  1ms  been  found  stran¬ 
gled  in  a  hotel  room  in  San 
Diego,  possibly  the  victim  of  a 
robbery. 

Professor  Stanley  Runcorn, 
formerly  bead  of  physics  at 
Newcastle  University  and  a 
;  member  of  the  Royal  Society, 
was  found  dead  in  the  Hofei 
San  Diego  on  Tuesday  morn¬ 
ing.  His  body  was  discovered 
r  by  chambermaids  at  H  30am, 

police  said.  He  is  thought  to 
have  died  several  hours 
earlier. 

/:  A  San  Diego  Police  Depart- 

*.  meat  spokesman  said  the 

room  had  been  ransacked 

-  and  officers  were  still  seareft- 

i  ing  for  dues.  No  suspects  had 

been  identified.  While  police 
\  provisionally  gave  strang¬ 

ulation  as  the  cause  of  death, 
;’i  an  autopsy  was  due  to  be  held. 
j.  Professor  Runcorn,  73.  a 

-  geophysicist  and  pioneer  in 
the  field  of  plate  tecbtora'cs,  sat 
cm  the  Scientific  Advisory 

f  Committee  of  the  Biosphere  2 

“space  habitat”  experiment  in 
Arizona  from  1991  to  1993. 
f  He  was  head  of  physics  at 
Newcastle  Universiiy  at  the 
•V  time,  and  subsequently  moved 

to  the  University  of  Alaska  at 
?z  ■  -  %urbanks.  Winning  an  inter- 
national  reputation  for  his 
■/  work  in  nuclear  physics,  he 
was  on  a  lecture  tour  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 


as  displayed  by  the  FBI 

flashing  a  high-carat  smile, 
posed  next  to  die  jewels  at  the 
FBI*  Manhattan  headquar¬ 
ters.  They  had  been  placed  on 
a  plung}.  velvet  cushion, 
alongside  an  FBI  badge  bear¬ 
ing  the  bureau's  escutcheon. 
Mr  Kallstrom  said  that  the 
jewels  were  stolen  from  a 
locked  handbag  in  the  hold  of 
a  British  Airways  Boeing  747 
on  w^ich  Jane  Dunn-Butler.  a 
lady-in-waiting  to  the  Dutih- 
ess,  was  returning  to  London. 
The  Duchess  had  entrusted 
her  assistant  with  the  jewels 
and  had  herself  returned  to 
London  on  Concorde.  The 


jewellery  was  made  by 
Garrard  &  Co  of  London  and. 
in  the  absence  of  an  official 
valuation,  estimates  of  its 
worth  have  varied  from 
£60.000  to  £250.000.  It  wifi 
remain  in  America  until  the 
investigation  is  complete  and 
preoceedings  are  over,  possi¬ 
bly  months  away.  The  neck¬ 
lace  is  made  of  12  floral 
clusters  and  set  in  gold.  The 
missing  stones  formed  pan  of 
an  attaching  link. 

Terrero.  of  133  Avenue. 
Ozone  Park,  in  New  York’s 
Queen’s  borough,  has  been 
charged  with  tampering  with 
an  interstate  shipment;  for 
which  the  maximum  penalty 
is  10  years  in  prison.  He  works 
for  Hudson  General,  a  load¬ 
ing  company  contracted  to 
British  Airways.  Hudson  re¬ 
fused  to  comment  yesterday, 
and  would  not  say  how  long  it 
had  employed  Terrero. 

Ozone  Park  is  a  mouldy 
neighbourhood,  where  crime 
is  widespread  and  even  the 
primary  school  kids  seem  to 
have  an  attitude  that  matches 
their  moustaches. 

Terrero,  who  is  of  Puerto 
Rican  and  Dominican  back¬ 
ground,  arrived  at  court  and 
sat  nervously  in  a  sweatshirt 
and  jeans  awaiting  his  bear¬ 
ing  before  Federal  magistrate 
Marilyn  Dolan-Ga  His  fam¬ 
ily  talked  about  the  case  mid 
even  showed  reporters  the 
shed  at  their  home  where  the 
necklace  was  found. 

Terrero  is  father  was  report¬ 
ed  as  saying  his  son  told  him 


Calling  people 
gay  is  not  libel, 
QC  tells  juiy 


Runcorn:  on  lecture 
tour  when  be  died 


RvASzaef  Reporter 
.  .  ..  id  . 

^  IT  IS'-not' defamatory  to  say 
someone  is  homosexual  in  this 
day  and  age,  a  QC  told  the 
jury  in  the  David  Ashby  libel 
trial  today-  Richard  Hartley, 
QC,  for  The  Sunday  Times. 
which  is  being  sued  over  an 
article  published  in  January 
last  year,  opened  the  newspa¬ 
pers  case  by  telling  the  jury 
that  they  lived  in  more  enlight¬ 
ened  times. 

He  accepted  that  the  news¬ 
paper  had  also  alleged  that  the 
55-year-old  MP  for  North 
West  Leicestershire  was  a  liar 
and  a  hypocrite  in  denying 
that  he  had  left  his  wife, 
Silvana,  52,  because  of  a 
homosexual  affair  with  Dr 
CSaran  KDduffi  32. 

"You  may  think  that’s  de¬ 
famatory  but  you  have  to 
consider  whether  people  do 
have  mid-life  crises  ami  have 
to  say  to  their  wives  ‘I’m  sorry 
but  I  now  find  my  homosexual 
leanings  are  too  much  and  I 
find  I'm  homosexual ,  not  het¬ 
erosexual’.”  Mr  Hartley  said- 

Mr  Ashby  is  claiming  dam¬ 
ages  over  allegations  mat  be 
shared  a  double  bed  with  a 
man  friend  during  a  holiday 
in  Goa  at  the  aid  of  1993. 

Times  Newspapers  Ltd  and 
Andrew  Nefl,  former  Editor  of 
The  Sunday  Times,  deny  libel. 
They  accept  that  Mr  Ashby 
did  not  go  on  holiday  to  Goa 
with  a  man  but  assert  that  he 
was  is  having  ah  affair 
with  Dr  Kilduff.  Mr  Hartley 
said  that  from  the  point  of 
view  of  proving  the  “sting”  in 
the  case,  it  did  not  matter  that 
the  newspaper  was  wrong 
about  Goa. 

The  two  men  had  admitted 
sharing  a  bed  at  the  Chateau 
Tilquss  in  northern  France  in 
January  last  year,  on  a  night 
when  33  of  its  rooms  — 
including  triple-bedded,  twin 
and  single  rooms  were  vacant. 
“In  our  submission  that  really 
proves  this  case.  On  that  alone 
there  is  enough  few  you  to  infer 
that  there  was  a  homosexual 
relationship  .  between  these 
two  men  rtf  quite  different 


Silvana  Ashby:  refused 

to  allow  gays  in  house 

ages,”  Mr  Hartley  fold  the 
jury.  Earlier,  Mr  Justice  Mor- 
ley  asked  Dr  Kilduff  before  he 
left  the  witness  box  whether  he 
did  not  think  it  was  “extraordi¬ 
narily  stupid”  to  go  to  France 
with  the  MP  when  he  was 
aware  that  Mrs  Ashby  and 
Mr  Ashby*  sister  Lynne  were 
accusing  them  of  a  homosex¬ 
ual  relationship. 

.  Dr  Kilduff:  “In  retrospect  it 
was  obviously  a  bad  decision 
and  one  which  I  regret.  But 
one  very  often  makes  bad 
decisions  and  iris  easy  to  be 
dever  after  the  event" 

The  jury  heard  a  taped 
conversation  between  Bobby 
Sheridan,  the  American 
homosexual  partner  of  Mr 
Ashby's  late  brother,  Brian, 
and  Andrew  Gallagher,  a 
private  detective  employed  by 
The  Sunday  Times.  On  it  Mr 
Sheridan  called  Lynne 
Gariing,  Mr  Ashby’s  sister, 
“cuckoo”,  and  said  Silvana 
Ashby  was  a  “bitch"  who 
Hatad  him  and  Brian  and 
refused  to  allow  them  into  the 
house. 

He  said  he  honestly  did  not 
know  if  Mr  Ashby  was  gay. 
“Most  Americans  think  that 
Englishmen  have  a  little  bit 
more  of  a  gentle  nature  which 
makes  them  soft  I  love  that.  It 
would  not  surprise  me  if  every 
Englishman  is  gay.”  The  case 
was  adjourned  until  today. 


Agent  Kallstrom  claiming  the  glory  for  the  FBI  at  a  press  conference  yesterday  after  the  Duchess  of  York's  jewels  were  found  in  New  York 


he  had  discovered  the 
jewellery  cm  the  floor  of  an 
aircraft  and  did  not  know  to 
whom  it  belonged.  According 
to  reports,  his  parents  said  he 
only  realised  the  enormity  of 
what  had  happened  when  he 
saw  FBI  agents  questioning 
colleagues. 

His  father  said  Terrero 
called  him  at  home  asking 
him  to  get  a  relative  to  hide  the 
necklace  in  the  garden  shed, 
saying  he  was  going  to  return 
it  later  that  day. 

His  parents  Gilberto  and 
Ubalda  Martinez  arrived  in 
the  court  at  1pm  wailing 
nervously  for  their  son  to 


Teenager 

admits 

supplying 

knife 


A  TEENAGER  accused  of 
taking  part  in  a  gang  mugging 
of  the  husband  ofthe  Director 
of  Public  Prosecutions  broke 
down  in  court  yesterday  after 
admitting  be  had  supplied  the 
knife  used  in  the  attack. 

Bernard  Enerio,  17,  also  told 
the  jury  that  as  John  Mills 
was  confronted  by  other  gang 
members,  he  stepped  forward 
and  punched  the  57-year-old 
businessman. 

“1  just  don't  know  why,”  he 
said  in  a  barely  audible  voice. 

Inner  London  Crown  Court 
has  been  told  how  Mr  Mills, 
whose  wife  is  Barbara  Mills, 
was  set  upon  by  a  six-strong 
gang  after  parking  his  Audi  80 
near  his  home  in  Regent’s 
Park.  London.  Mr  Mills  was 
robbed  of  his  wallet  contain¬ 
ing  £100  and  credit  cards.  He 
told  the  jury  he  was  left 
“dripping  with  blood"  after 
the  double-bladed  knife  was 
thrust  six  indies  into  his 
stomach. 

Enerio.  of  South  Norwood, 
southeast  London,  denies 
causing  grievous  bodily  harm 
with  intent  and  robbery.  He 
has  admitted  possessing  a 
Waded  weapon.  The  teenager, 
who  works  in  a  Burger  King 
restaurant  said  he  had  met  up 
with  the  other  gang  members 
an  hour  or  so  before  the 
attack. 

He  named  the  knifeman  as 
Gregory  Jananto,  and  the 
others  as  Eduardo  de  la  Cruz. 
Wayne  Lewis,  Colville  Angol 
and  Learco  Chindala  Enerio, 
who  is  the  only  one  before  the 
court,  told  the  jury  he  had 
stolen  the  knife  used  to  stab 
Mr  Mills  from  a  friend  the 
week  before. 

When  Jananto,  a  “nutter” 
who  scared  him.  asked  him 
for  the  weapon  as  they  walked 
along  a  street,  he  handed  it 
over  straight  away.  "I  didn’t 
think  he  was  goihg  to  use  it” 
he  said. 

They  had  blocked  Mr  , 
Mills’s  path.  “1  then  stepped 
forward  and  punched  the  | 
man.”  Afterthe  attack  Jananto 
handed  him  bade  his  weapon.  I 

The  trial  continues.  I 


atii#  Chef  shaker  savours  victory  at  last 


P  By  Michael  Hornsby 

agriculture  correspondent 

1  ONE  of  Scotland’s  best  known  cheese- 
.  makers  is  celebrating  Victory  today  m  a 
tftong  legal  battle  to  save  his  gourmet 
i  product  from  being  condemned  as  unfit 

^For  the  past  year  Clydesdale  District 
Council  has  been  trying  to  destroy  seven 
tons  of  Humphrey  Errm^’s  UnaA 

Blue  cheese,  worth  fJL-S? 

ground  that  it  was  contaminated  wim  me 
bacteria  Listeria  ntonotyto^nes.  ^ 

The  cheese,  whose  admirers  mduae 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  is  art*  tom 
unpasteurised  ewes'  nnlk  on  Mr 


Errington’s  form,  at  Walston  Braehead 
near  Dtmsyre.  Strathclyde.  The  council 
also  sought  to  get  Mr  Errington  to 
withdraw  all  stocks  of  the  cheese  and  to 

stop  sending  out  fresh  sullies. 

In  a  3&page  judgment  released  today, 
the  Lanark  Sheriff  says  he  teas  found  no 
evidence  that  the  cheese  is  unfit  He  also 
strongly  criticises  Clydesdale  District 
Council  for  “confrontational"  tactics  and 
accuses  the  Scottish  Office  of  colluding  in 
an  unjustified  prosecution. 

Mr  Errington  said:  “1  am  considering 
a  compjamf  to  the  ombudsman  alleging 
maladinmistration  by  Clydesdale  and 
possibly  asking  the  Audit  Commission  to 
surcharge  councillors  for  their  behav¬ 


iour.”  The  case  against  Mr  Errington 
was  brought  under  the  1990  Food  Safety 
Act  which  contains  no  provision  for 
payment  of  Los  legal  costs.  He  faces  a 
legal  bill  of  about  £120,000,  but  hopes  the 
ombudsman  win  recommend  that  the 
Scottish  Office  should  compensate  him. 

Mr  Errington  said  the  verdict  affected 
all  specialist  farmhouse  checsemakers. 
“In  effect  the  sheriff  has  accepted  that 
there  is  nothing  surprising  in  finding  low 
levels  of  listens  from  time  to  time  in 
cheese  made  from  nnpasteurised  milk 
and  that  it  is  completely  harmless. 

“This  prosecution  case  should  never 
have  been  brought  It  has  been  through 
no  less  than  five  courts." 


appear.  Their  daughter  Wan¬ 
da,  24,  and  their  other  son 
Mike,  six,  were  not  present. 
The  couple  have  been  married 
for  25  yeans. 

The  investigation  was 
started  by  the  British  Airways 
security  team  who  interviewed 
staff  and  eventually  pinned 
their  inquiries  to  Terrero. 

Police  believe  he  took  the 
jewels  on  an  impulse.  The 
alleged  theft  was  “spontane¬ 
ous"  and  is  believed  to  have 
happened  moments  before  the 
747 's  cargo  doors  were  sealed. 

The  Terrero  family  claim 
that  he  had  been  on  the  point 
of  surrendering  the  jewels  to 


the  police,  having  somehow 
come  across  them,  was  dis¬ 
missed  by  Mr  Kallstrom  as  an 
unlikely  version  of  events. 

While  shocked  that  the 
items  had  been  damaged,  the 
Duchess  was  delighted  that 
they  had  been  found.  Her 
spokeswoman  said:  “She  is 
totally  overwhelmed  by  the 
incredible  effort  of  the  security 
forces  and  British  Airways. 
The  Duchess  is  particularly 
impressed  by  the  speed  with 
which  these  forces  have  acted 
and  the  co-operation  shown  by 
the  two  countries  working 
together."  Mrs  Dunn-Butler, 
28,  was  staying  with  the 


Duchess  last  night  at  her 
rented  home  near  Ascot.  She 
said:  “I  was  devastated  to 
discover  the  loss  of  the  jewels 
on  Monday  night  Her  Royal 
Highness  has  been  incredibly 
supportive  the  last  36  hours 
and  I  am  immensely  relieved." 

The  Duchess  said  Mrs 
Dunn-Butler  was  getting  over 
die  theft  “I  am  absolutely 
delighted  that  the  jewels  are 
back.  I  have  been  very  im¬ 
pressed  with  security  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic.  The  way 
they  have  handled  the  whole 
thing  has  been  absolutely 
brilliant.  Jane  is  bearing  up 
OK.  with  lots  of  cups  of  tea." 


Gilbert  Terrero:  cargo 
handler  at  JFK  airport 


Samurai  sword  attacker  fined  £75 


A  MARTIAL  alts  fanatic  who  dressed  as 
a  Japanese  warrior  and  wielded  his 
Samurai  sword  at  police  was  fined  £75 
yesterday.  John  Kirkham  had  claimed  his 
mind  was  blank  and  he  could  not  beheld 
responsible  for  actions  sparked  by  his 
wife  confessing  that  she  had  fallen  for 
another  map.  * 

An  Old  Bailey  jury  had  taken  more 
than  nine  hours  to  clear  Kirkham.  42,  of 
attempted  wounding  with  intent  to  cause 
grervous  bodily  harm.  They  had  already 
cleared  him  of  attempted  murder.  He  was 


found  guilty  of  affray  and  two  counts  of 
damaging  property,  namely  two  police 
dogs  he  wounded  with  his  sword. 

The  former  Grenadier  Guardsman,  of 
Grange  Road.  Guildford.  Surrey,  was 
given  a  two-year  suspended  sentence  and 
supervision  order,  fined  £75  and  ordered 
to  surrender  his  martial  arts  equipment 
so  it  could  be  destroyed.  Judge  Hutchin¬ 
son  told  him:  “This  is  a  very  unusual  case- 
•  What  you  did  was  terrifying.  I  accept  that 
you  do  not  have  memory  of  the  event" 
The  court  had  heard  that  Kirkham,  a 


black  belt  in  five  martial  arts,  had  held  his 
wife  Helen  hostage  in  their  home  before 
emerging  to  tell  police:  “The  killing  is 
going  to  start  now.”  He  swirled  his  sword 
at  two  policeman,  who  avoided  injury, 
and  wounded  two  police  dogs  before 
police  were  able  to  disarm  him.  In  court, 
he  was  said  to  have  suffered  from 
“hysterical  dissociation" 

He  is  mow  reconciled  with  his  wife. 
Outside  court,  she  said:  “I  am  very  happy. 
He  deserved  to  get  off.  We  are  going  to 
have  an  excellent  life  together." 


Any  light  makes 
hands  work. 


At  least  it  does  with  the  new  Gtizen  Eco-Drive. 

A  photo  electric  cell  behind  the  dial  converts  any  light  into  electric 
power,  so  you’ll  never  have  to  worry  about  changing  the  battery. 

Through  normal  daily  wear  the  watch  absorbs  enough  light  to  keep 
it  charged  and  accurate.  As  little  as  five  minutes  of  daylight  is  enough 
to  keep  it  going  for  24  hours.  When  fully  charged,  the  Eco-Drive  will 
keep  perfect  time  for  about  seven  days,  even  locked  in  a  dark  drawer. 

Eco-Drive  watches  are  priced  from  £89.50  to  £195  and  come  with 
a  three  year  guarantee.  The  model  illustrated  here  is  £110. 

You  might  think  such  an  amazing  technological  breakthrough  by 
Citizen  is  a  wind  up.  It’s  noL 

•CITIZEN 

TIME  WELL  SPENT 


Raccoon  fatally  caught  in  a  leg-hold  trap. 


Bobcat  captured  in  a  steel  jawed  leg-hold  trap.  I  Ermine  gnawing  at  the  jaws  of  a  leg-hold  trap 


In  1991,  the  Council 
of  the  European  Community  took  a  decision  which 
was  applauded  around  the  world. 

With  millions  of  animals  dying  an  agonising 
death  in  leg-hold  traps,  the  EC  banned  their  use 
among  member  states  from  January  1st,  1995. 

The  EC  Council  at  the  same  time  voted  to 
ban  fur  imports  from  countries  which  used  the 
same  barbaric  methods  of  killing. 


Tragically,  only  the  ban  affecting  member 
states  has  so  far  been  enacted. 

Due  to  pressure  from  the  main  trapping 
nations  (Canada  and  the  USA)  the  European 
Commissioners  decided  to  postpone  the  ban  on 
imported  furs  until  January  1st;  1996. 

And  now,  the  same  pressure  has  apparently 
persuaded  them  to  propose  postponing  the  ban 
again  (possibly  even  lifting  it  altogether). 


The  fur  trade  cannot  be  allowed  to 
get  away  with  it. 

Environment  Secretary  John  Gummer  has 
dearly  stated  that . . .  "the  UK  Government  has 
made  it  absolutely  dear  that  it's  not  prepared  to 
have  a  postponement  of  this  sort"  (Today,  BBC 
Radio  4,  November  18th,  1995). 

Please  write  now  to  your  MP  at  the  House 
of  Commons,  London  SW1A  OAA  and  to  your 


Euro  MP  at  the  Europe 
Parliament,  Brussels  B  1049 Belgium,  urging  t£i 
to  stand  firm  against  any  proposals  by  1 
European  Commission  to  delay  or  scrap  the  i 
import  ban. 

Mr  Gummer  deserves  all  our  support.  : 

Or  January  1st,  1996  will  be  the  start  of  ji 
another  miserable  New  Year  for  millions 
animals. 


re*  WML  wa*  ut 


respect 
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ANIMAL  WELFARE 
INSTITUTE 


•EauTy 

WITHOUT  CRUELTY 


THE  CANADIAN  ALLIANCE 
FOR  rllUEAUNC  ANIMALS 


CARE  FOR  THE  WILD 
DEFENCE  HIND 


EURO  GROUT  FOR 
ANIMAL  WELFARE 


EUROPEAN  FEDERATION 
FOR  NATURE  AND  ANIMALS 


WSPA 

WORLD  SOCIETY  FOR  THE 
PROTECTION  OF  ANIMALS 


URGE  YOUR  MP  AND  EURO  MP  TO  STAND  FIRM  AND  SUPPORT  THE  EC  FUR  IMPORT  ram 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  7 1995 


- -  - -  - 

Abandoned  cars 
spread  miseiy 
on  frozen  roads 


snend  nipht  ririnVin  O  PAffoo 
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THE  ICY  blast  from  Siberia 
JF"  “J®***1  ^  on 

me  niads  yesterday  as  drivers 
sfrjggled  to  cope  with  snow 

•  ana  ice. 

As  the  worst  weather  of  the 
.  -wuper  spread  north  last  night, 

rar  skidded  off  the  road  in 
SomfaWales.  Up  to  three 
mcneSTHsnow  feD  in  the  South 
East,  where  the  worst  affected 
areas  were  Kent  and  Surrey 
More  snow  is  expected  today 
Drivers  on  the  M2S  were 
hampered  by  ice.  snow  and 
abandoned  vehicles  on  a 
stretch  between  junctions  5 
and  6  straddling  both  coun¬ 
ted,  according  to  the  AA. 

The  anti-dockwise  section 
was  dosed  intermittently 
throughout  yesterday  morn¬ 
ing  as  police  deared  stranded 
vehicles  and  tried  to  avoid  a 
reamence  of  Tuesday  night's 
37-mue  jam  from  mid-Surrey 
to  the  Dartford  Tunnel.  More 
than  1.000  people  were  unable 
to  get  home  and  spent  the 
night  in  a  service  station  after 
tlto  weather  forced  them  to 
abandon  their  vehicles. 

In  Nottinghamshire,  police 
were  investigating  a  crash  in 
which  Glyn  Palmer,  37,  and 
his  two  children  Darren,  10 
and  Paula-Marie.  8.  died  in 
dnving  snow  on  Tuesday 
night  Their  car  collided  with 
tui  articulated  lorry  near  their 
home  near  Oxton. 

Ann  Johnson.  52.  from 
Alitwalisjiear  Carmarthen, 


Er  Michael  Horsnell 

died  and  her  husband,  a  front- 
seat  passenger,  was  seriously 
mjurai  when  their  car  skid¬ 
ded  off  the  A40  at  Carmarthen 
and  crashed  into  road  signs  in 
“ie  early  hours. 

7\w°  people  were  hurt  when 
14  vehicles  collided  in  ice  and 
snow  on  the  AJ3  in  Pftsea. 
Essex.  Stretches  of  the  M3  and 
A3  were  temporarily  blocked. 
Police  also  shut  the  slip  road 
on  to  the  M23  near  Gatwick 
and  the  A28  near  Hastings. 

Stranded  motorists  packed 
toe  Clackett  Lane  Service  S  ca¬ 
pon  on  the  M25  at  Wester- 
bgP1-  near  Sevenoa ks.  where 
offices  and  other  rooms  were 
opened  up  to  make  room  for 
them  when  an  adjoining  58- 
room  hotel  became  full. 

Tom  McNab.  26.  a  Prince’s 
Trust  employee  from  Redruth. 
Cornwall,  was  still  at  the 
westbound  side  of  the  service 
station  22  hours  after  stopping 
for  petrol.  He  said:“l  feel  like  I 
have  died  and  gone  to  hell.  ( 
am  resigned  to  drinking  coffee 
for  the  foreseeable  future.” 

Up  unar  fMihJ  .  • 


He  was  travelling  to  the 
nineral  of  an  uncle  in  Maid¬ 
stone.  Kent,  but  was  forced  by 
toe  bad  weather  to  stop. 

The  Road  Chef  hotel  and 
neighbouring  restaurants  and 
coffee  bars  at  the  services  were 
jammed  with  drivers.  Ian 
Wemgren,  36,  of  Reigate, 
Surrey,  a  systems  analyst 
said;  “it  is  clear  that  on  the 
Surrey  section  of  the  M25  it 
was  not  gritted  properly.  It 


£ 


IJwots  stuck  in  snow  were  warned  by  the  AA  not  tn 

^Sfc?SriS f  SP2^f1  “^“Walking in 

snow  w  wry  bring,  fa  abfazzard  you  cant  see  where  you're 
gwgand  yro  can  get  disorientated.”  Other  tips  indude 

u  Keep  a  blanket  or  extra  dotfaes  in  the  can 

□  ST* torch; 
n  Jl?en  to, traffic  and  weather reports  on  the  radio: 

AHow  a  longer  journey  time 

□  Before  setting  out  on  long  journeys,  tefl  friends  or 
relatives  your  time  of  departure 

□  Allow  greater  stopping  distances; 

□  Don’t  steer,  accelerate  or  brake  harshly. 

Q  Use  second  gearto  pull  away,  easing  off  gently; 

□  RU^ndscreen  washer  bottle  and  check  tyres  before 


Husband  denies 
lying  over  ordeal 


By  Adrian  Lee 


THE  husband  of  Carol 
WardeO.  the  murdered  build¬ 
ing  society  manageress,  tokl  a 
jury  yesterday  that  he  fought 
for  basic  survival  after  being 
bound  and  gagged  by  four 
men  who  bad  taken  her  cap¬ 
tive.  Gordon  Ward  ell.  42,  who 
denies  murdering  Carol,  39.  in 
September  last  year,  rejected  a 
prosecution  claim  that  he  in¬ 
vented  his  14-hour  ordeaL 
Mr  Warden  said  at  Oxford 
Crown  Court  that  he  could  not 
explain  why  his  cries  for  help 
were  not  heard  for  so  long  or 
why  he  was  bound  in  such  a 
way  that  he  could  have  tied  the 
knots  himself. 

..  He  said  that  after  posting 
letters  and  visiting  a  pub,  he 
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Fast  and  festive: 
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recipes  for 
foolproof, 
low-fat  Christmas 
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and  pudding 


was  attacked  when  he  walked 
into  the  lounge  of  his  home  in 
Meriden.  West  Midlands,  at 
about  I Opm. 

"My  arms  were  grabbed 
from  both  sides  and  almost  at 
toe  same  point  they  were 
forced  up  behind  my  back. 

“Shortly  afterwards  . . . 
there  was  a  doth  put  across 
toy  face.  My  knees  were 
kicked  from  behind  me.  I  was 
down  on  the  floor  and  the 
lights  came  on  and  I  could  see 
Carol  and  a  man  with  her." 

He  lost  consciousness  and 
never  saw  the  faces  of  the  men 
who  hdd  him.  When  he  came 
round  hours  later  he  was  in 
“absolute  agony",  bound  so 
tightly  that  he  ooukl  barely 
move.  “My  movements  were 
concentrated  on  basic  surviv¬ 
al.  I  had  got  to  move  between 
two  positions  I  could  get  into: 
lying  on  my  bade  or  sitting  on 
my  feet  on  the  floor." 

Mr  Wardell  said  that  he 
rocked  backwards  and  for¬ 
wards  to  keqj  the  blood  circu¬ 
lating.  As  tire  hours  wore  on, 
he  would  shout  only  when  he 
heard  people  outside  the 
bouse.  Eventually,  be  was 
found  by  police  and  taken  to 
hospital,  where  he  was  told 
that  Ms  wife  had  been  killed. 

“I  left  as  if  my  whole  world 
had  come  to  an  end." 

Richard  Wakerky,  QC,  for 
the  prosecution,  asked  that  if 
he  had  been  bound  in  agony 
for  14  hours.  “Does  it  surprise 
you  that  all  that  the  hospital 
gave  you  was  a  cup  of  tea?"  Mr 
WardeU:  “I  don’t  know." 

The  trial  continues. 


PUIS 

Win  a  14-day 
Caribbean  cruise 
for  two 


seems  they  have  done  too  little 
too  late  and  we  are  suffering 
the  consequences." 
r  He  was  travelling  home 
from  work  in  Romford,  Essex 

and  pulled  in  to  tell  his  wife  he 

would  be  late.  He  sagfc  “I  am 
still  here  now."  * 

Owen  Lorenzen,  21.  a  chef, 
waited  IS  hours  for  the  RAC 
after  he  fell  from  his  motor¬ 
cycle  in  icy  conditions.  Tb  be 
honest  l  gave  up  hope." 

The  Arctic  weather  forced 
the  closure  of  more  than  20 
schools  in  Kent,  in  towns  as 
for  apart  as  Ashford,  Graves¬ 
end  and  Tunbridge  Wells. 

Snow  flurries  are  forecast  to 
continue  in  the  East  and  South 
East,  spreading  to  northeast 
England,  the  Pennines  and 
eastern  Scotland. 

Letters,  page  19 
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A  four-wheeWrivf  ehid'e  heads  across  county  of  the  cJJLyjTI 


M25  slows  to  a  frustrating  craw] 


After  a  break-in, 
we’U  repair  the  damage. 


When  you’ve  had  your  house  burgled  and 
turned  upside  down,  you  lose  faith  in  human 
nature.  Camcorder  videos  and  Hi-fi's  are  easily 
replaced.  Restoring  mist  is  a  different  matter. 

As  were  amongst  the  first  people  many 
victims  turn  to,  we  can  start  to  do  that  straight 
away.  We  can  make  arrangements  for  places 


to  stay,  or  locksmiths  and  glaziers  to  visit. 

The  sooner  we  get  on  with  it,  the  sooner 
you  can  get  on  with  your  life. 

0800  15  16  17 

8.30am  -  8.00pm  Monday  to  Friday 

INSURANCE  YOU  CAN  BANK  ON 


That’s  why,  rather  than  process’  claims,  we 
deal  with  them  quickly  and  efficiently. 

Anyone  looking  to  arrange  home  insurance 
wifl  find  talking  to  us  extremely  easy  and  convenient 
Simply  pick  up  the  phone,  or  pop  into  any 
branch.  Even  if  its  only  to  restore  your  faith  in 
human  nature. 


.  |  BARCLAYS 


barclays  insurance  services 

Registered  Insurance  Brokers 


Warden-  described 
14  hours  of  agony 


rouar  documemxhon  (including  insurance  company  details,  tbw  _ 

‘  ■-  REasr&ED  Nla4B^?5niONS ^  B  AVWLABU  REQUEST  BARCLAYS  INSURANCE  SERVICES  COMPANY  uurrvu 

NUMBER  9737fi*i,  REGISTERED  M  LOMBARD  STREET.  LONDON  EGP  3AH.  COMPANY  LIMITED.  KEOSTTRED ,S  ENGLAND. 


Ministers  accuse  schools 
of  overreacting  on  BSE 


a 


W  . 


By  Michael  Hornsby,  Agriculture  Correspondent 


GOVERNMENT  ministers 
accused  parents  and  schools 
yesterday  of  overreacting  to 
fears  of  “mad  cow"  disease  as 
the  beef  industry  reported  a 
5  per  cent  drop  in  sales  last 
month. 

Hundreds  of  schools  across 
the  co  Lin  fry  have  taken  beef  off 
the  menu,  either  on  their  own 
initiative  or  under  pressure 
from  parents  worried  by 
media  coverage  suggesting 
that  the  risk  of  infection  is 
greater  than  officially  stated 

Visiting  Smithfidd  meat 
market,  Douglas  Hogg,  the 
Agriculture  Minister,  said  “I 
believe  that  British  beef  is  safe, 
I  think  it  is  good  for  you  and 
people  should  be  encouraged 
to  eat  it."  Mr  Hogg  said  the 
Government  acted' on  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  a  panel  of  experts  who 
had  given  extremely  careful 
thought  to  ail  the  issues.  "They 
conclude  that  BSE  [bovine 


spongiform  encephalopathy] 
is  not  transmissible  to 
humans  and  that  in  any  event 
our  controls  are  effective 
enough  to  prevent  the  infective 
agent  getting  into  the  human 
food  chain." 

Angela  Browning,  the  Food 
Minister,  said  parents  were 
overreacting.  She  also  crit¬ 
icised  tacked  Sir  Bernard 
Tomlinson,  the  authority  on 
brain  disease  who  says  he  no 
longer  eats  hamburgers  or 
meat  pies  because  they  might 
contain  BSE-infected  offal. 

"I  have  invited  him.  if  he  has 
got  any  new  scientific  evi¬ 
dence.  please  to  make  it  avail¬ 
able  to  us.  But  my  under-' 
standing  is  that  he  has  not," 
Mrs  Browning  said.  She  add¬ 
ed  that  it  would  be  “quite 
irresponsible"  to  act  on  the 
opinion  of  one  person,  how¬ 
ever  eminent,  when  other 
eminent  scientists  who  had 


looked  at  all  the  evidence  did 
not  share  his  view. 

Beef  sales  dropped  5  per 
cent  in  the  four  weeks  to 
November  20,  compared  with 
the  same  period  last  year,  the 
Meat  and  livestock  Commis¬ 
sion  (MLQ  said  yesterday. 
The  drop  is  attributed  in  part 
to  Granada  TV's  World  in 
Action  programme,  broadcast 
on  November  13,  which 
claimed  that  600  BSE-infected 
cows  were  eaten  each  week. 

The  commission  said  the 
programme  was  "slanted" 
and  had  failed  to  give  due 
prominence  to  the  safeguards 
in  place  to  prevent  any  poten¬ 
tially  infected  meat  from  such 
animals  reaching  consumers. 

Responding  to  Mrs  Brown¬ 
ing's  remarks.  Sir  Bernard 
said  he  would  outline  his 
concerns  in  a  letter  in  the  next 
few  days  to  John  Pattison, 
dean  of  the  medical  school  at 


HELPLINE  LANDS  BBC  INHOT  WATi  H 


A  confidential  telephone 
helpline  on  “mad  cow"  dis¬ 
ease  run  by  BBC  Radio 
advised  that  it  might  be  safer 
not  to  eat  any  beef  —  or  beef 
products  such  as  Bovril.  The 
advice  flew  in  the  face  of 
ministers'  insistence  that  Brit¬ 
ish  beef  is  “wholly  safe". 

The  makers  of  Bovril  criti¬ 
cised  the  BBC  and  pointed 
out  that  it  uses  only  Argentine 
beef.  Ian  Ramsay!  managing 
director  of  CPC  UK,  said:  “We 
should  not  even  be  mentioned 
in  the  same  breath  as  BSE." 


He  accused  the  BBC  of  irre¬ 
sponsibility.  "It  is  terrible  to 
frighten  people  in  this  way." 

The  BBC  said  it  apologised 
unreservedly  to  Bovril. 

Angela  Browning,  the  Food 
Minister,  who  has  lodged  a 
strongly  worded  protest  with 
the  corporation,  said  she  was 
very  concerned  about  the 
information  given. 

The  BBC  said  workers  on 
the  helpline,  run  by  an  organ¬ 
isation  called  Broadcasting 
Support  Services  on  behalf  of 
the  corporation,  were  told  to 


tell  callers  there  was  a  debate 
on  BSE,  and  that  the  Chief 
Medical  Officer’s  message 
was  that  beef  products  were 
safe,  while  some  scientists 
believed  there  might  be  a  risk 
from  some  beef  products. 

A  BBC  spokeswoman  said: 
"There  was  one  incident  when 
one  operator  mistakenly  used 
a  brand  name.  Bovril,  intend¬ 
ing  to  mean  the  more  generic 
term  stock  cubes  as  the  kind 
of  beef  products  some  scien¬ 
tists  believe  may  carry  some 
risks.” 


University  College  London 
and  chairman  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  advisory  committee  on 
spongiform  encephalopathy. 

Sir  Bernard  said  that  he  was 
one  of  many  scientists  who 
had  voiced  similar  worries.  "I 
have  continued  to  eat  beef.  I 
only  exclude  anything  that 
contains  offal.  But  there  are 
scientists  who  now  do  not  eat 
beef  at  all.” 

He  said  he  had  become 
more  cautious  because  of  the 
recent  clusters  of  deaths  from 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob  Disease 
(CJD),  the  human  counterpart 
to  BSE,  among  dairy  farmers 
and  teenagers,  which  were 
difficult  to  explain  as  pure 
chance. 

"A  number  of  things  have 
happened  m  the  last  year  or  so 
which  make  one  more  anxious 
and  as  if  something  different 
is  happening.  Obviously  the 
agent  one  would  think  of  first 
of  all,  if  something  different  is 
happening,  is  BSE." 

Private  schools  have  joined 
state  schools  in  banning  beef 
products.  Clifton  College  and 
Queen  Elizabeth's  Hospital 
School,  in  Bristol,  have 
stopped  serving  sausages  and 
beefburgers  and  are  import¬ 
ing  other  beef.  Wellington 
College;  in  Somerset,  has  pro¬ 
scribed  minced  beef  and  beef 
offal.  But  Eton  College.  Prince 
William’s  school,  has  made  no 
changes.  “We  trust  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  advice.  We  do  not 
believe  there  is  a  risk,”  a 
spokesman  said. 

Letters,  page  19 
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An  operator  prints  out  a  computer  map,  which  can  be  customised,  for  each  user 

Computerised  maps  offer 
personal  route  into  future 

By  Nick  Nutt  all,  technology  correspondent 


New  at  Dixons 


PANASONIC 
VIDEOS  WITH 
UP  TO  9  MONTHS 
0%  INTEREST 

Now  at  Dixons,  discover  two  top-specification  video 
recorders  from  Panasonic. 

They're  both  feature-packed  with  the  very  latest 
technological  advances,  and  with  up  to  9  months 
interest-free  credit  on  both  of  them,  there's  a  great  deal 
going  on  at  Dixons!  _ 


PERSONALISED  maps,  for 
planning  everything  from 
holiday  travel  to  pub  crawls, 
will  soon  be  available  on  home 
computers,  the  Ordnance  Sur¬ 
vey  stud  yesterday. 

The  computerised  maps, 
sent  down  telephone  lines,  will 
open  up  a  world  of  opportuni¬ 
ties.  Instead  of  thumbing 
through  guides  and  road 
atlases,  travellers  will  be  able 
to  access  a  customised  map 
from  a  range  of  companies 
licensed  by  the  Ordnance  Sur¬ 
vey.  These  would  incorporate 
details  about  their  hobbies 
and  interests. 

Peter  Stanrczenko.  a  mar¬ 
keting  manager  with  the  OS. 
said  die  personalised  service 
would  drawr  on  the  electronic 


maps  of  Britain  compiled  by 
the  survey.  Huge  amounts  of 
information  from  central  gov¬ 
ernment  or  companies  have 
been  overlayed  on  these. 

For  example,  prospective 
home  owners  will  soon  be  able 
to  dial  up  the  address  of  a 
house  and  see  its  location.  The 
house  buyers  could  then  ask 
the  computer  about  nearby 
rubbish  tips  or  coal  mines. 

As  for  hobbyists,  someone 
interested  in  warfare  could 
call  up  a  county  map  with 
battlefields  marked.  Someone 
also  interested  in  real  ale 
could  then  have  appropriate 
pubs  overlayed. 

The  possibilities  were  out¬ 
lined  as  the  Ordnance  Survey 
announced  its  Superplan 


scheme,  which  makes  avail¬ 
able  to  businesses  the  organ¬ 
isation's  290.000  largescale 
maps  as  one  vast  electronic 
map.  Firms  wanting  to  see 
maps  detailing,  for  example, 
street-by-street  water  mains  or 
electricxiy  cables,  will  be  able 
to  buy  them  at  city  centre 
agents. 

Consumers  are  likely  to 
have  access  to  computerised 
map  technology,  known  as 
Geographic  Information  Sys¬ 
tems.  from  next  year,  when  the 
first  in-car  navigation  systems 
are  likely  to  be  launched. 
These  offer  map  displays 
which  advise  drivers  on  best 
routes  and  include  such  .fea¬ 
tures  as  low  bridges  and  one¬ 
way  systems. 


Flower-box  . 
drug  dealer 
is  jailed 

A  Colombian  cocaine  dealer  ■ 
trapped  by  customs  officers  on 
the  day  they  seized  £37  mutton 
worth  of  the  drug  was  jafled  .• 
for  ten  years  yesterday.  Baron 
Bona,  49.  had  already  admit--.; 
ted  to  dealing  at  Woolwich 
Crown  Court,  southeast 

London.  •  _  '  _ 

He  was  arrested  after  visit-  - 
ing  a  customs  front  company 
in  Manchester.  Officers  found 
243kg  of  cocaine  inside  six- 
flower  boxes  aboard  an  air¬ 
craft  that  landed  at  the  diys.. 
airport.  The  biggest  Mrierof  r_ 
cocaine  seizures  followed,  with  :- 
officers  offered  5.000  kilos 
worth  £350  million  in  America-  , 
and  Europe. 

Parcel  bomb 

A  man  aged  45  was  arrested  in  / 

Coventry  after  a  parcel  bomb 
exploded  at  a  postal  sorting\r 
office.  More  than  300  workers.1 1 
were  evacuated  from  .file 
building  in  Bishop  Street  and:.  ^ 
no  one  was  hurt.  The  pared. 
about  the  size  of  a  shoebox, 
had  bedi  addressed  to  a  house 
in  the  city  and  was  not  treated  - 
as  a  terrorist  matter. 

Forest  stolen 

Thieves  have  uprooted  a  forest 
of  5,000  saplings  which  were  " : 
planted  by  local  volunteers 
last  year  at  Buntings  Wood, 
Thome.  South  Yorkshire. 
They  are  worth  £8,000  and' 
had  been  planted  on  four  acres  ’ 
as  part  of  an  80-acre  woodland 

improvement-  scheme.  The 
saplings  include  oak,  .ash, 
limes  and  sweet  chestnut. 

£5m  painting 

A  17th-century  painting.  Tke 
Finding  of  Moses  by  Orazio 
Gentfleschi.  was  sold  at 
Sotheby's  to  an  anonymous  ; 
buyer  for  £5,061,500.  an  auc¬ 
tion  record  for  the  artist  The 
painting  was  sent  for  sale  by 
the  executors  of  the  late  Lord:1. 
Howard  of  Henderskele.  to 
maintain  the  upkeep  of  Castle 
Howard,  North  Yorkshire. 

Seat  of  power 

Background  music  and  mu-  •• 
rals  helped  Westminster  to- 
become  the  first  council  to  win 
a  national  Loo  of  die  Year  - 
award,  sponsored  by  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Tourist  Authority,  after  11  - , 
of  its  public  lavatories  were 
granted  certificates  of  excel¬ 
lence.  Individual  winners  . 

.  across  Britain  are  to  be  fea- : 
tured  in  a  Good  Loo  Guide. 
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PANASONIC  NV5D200 

EXTENDED  PLAY  VIDEO  WITH 

This  video  recorder  is  a  superb  budget  machine,  with  advara 


EXTENDED  PLAY  VIDEO  WITH 

This  video  recorder  is  a  superb  budget  machine,  with  advanced 
features  such  as  automatic  setup,  which  lakes  care  of  tuning  the 
video  recorder  to  TV  channels.  Extended  play  also  allows  you  to 
make  the  most  of  your  tapes,  while  VideaPtus  makes  programming 
child's  ploy.  1  month  8  programme  timer  allows  you  to  programme 
wcH  in  advance.  And  at  under  £280  and  with  6  months  interest- 
free  credit  os  well,  it's  ARIA 

superb  value  (dr  money!  —  M  m 
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PANASONIC  NV-HD600B 

4-HEAD  NKAM  STEREO  VIDEO  WITH 

This  video  recorder  was  voted  'BEST  BUY*  by  'What  Video' 
magazine,  thanks  to  its  top-of-the-ronge  specification  and  advanced 
technology.  VideoPha  mokes  programming  absolutely  simple.  Built-in 
PDC  decoder  ensures  you  record  all  your  programmes,  even  if  they're 
delayed  (currency  available  for  Channel  4  only}. 

At  under  £430,  and  with  9  months  interest- f nee  credit  as  well, 
it's  another  great  deal  ham  Dixons  I  m  AA  AA 
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OPEN  SUNDAYS 


With  a  wealth  of  Burberrys’  gift  ideas  from 
as  little  as  £10,  there  is  no  better  place  to 
do  all  your  family’s  Christmas  shopping. 

LONDON:  Haymarket  Regent  Street  2  Brampton  Road,  Knightsbridge. 
SCOTLAND:  Princes  Street  Edinburgh;  Buchanan  Street  Glasgow;  Union  Street  Aberdeen. 

Halkett  Place,  Jersey. 
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Errors  in  cancer  therapy 
add  to  women’s  suffering 


'By  Jeremy  Laurance,  healtS  correspondent 


WOMEN  given  radiotherapy 
for  breast  cancer  have  suffered 
serious  injury  to  their  arms 
and  shoulders,  an  official  ht 
quiry  reported  yesterday. 

The  injuries  have  left  sane 
women  in  constant  pain  with 
paralysed  arms,  while  others 
have  suffered  damage  to  bone 
and  soft  tissue,  the  report  says. 
The  side-effects  are  rare,  how¬ 
ever,  and  the  result  of  out-of- 
date  treatment  practice.  Breast 
cancer  patients  being  treated 
now  “must  not  have  their 
confidence  shaken  in  either 
their  specialists  or  their 
treatment". 

The  independent  inquiry 
was  commissioned  by  the 
Royal  College  of  Radiologists 
at  the  request  of  the  Health 
Department  after  protests  by  a 
small  group  of  injured  women 
first  drew  attention  to  the 
problem  in  the  early  1990s. 

The  group,  known  as  Rage 
(Radiotherapy  Action  Group 
Exposure),  alleged  that  poor 
practice  fay  radiotherapists 
bad  caused  the  damage  and 
demanded  compensation  and 
measures  to  prevent  other 
women  being  injured. 

The  inquiry  report  says  that 


the  way  in  which  radiotherapy 
was  carried  out  and  the  dose 
erf  radiation  used  were  the 
main  causes  of  the  damage. 

Ratients  were  more  likdy  to 
be  affected  if  they  were  moved 
between  receiving  radiothera¬ 
py  to  the  breast  and  radiother¬ 
apy  to  the  lymph  nodes  in  the 
armpit  and  lower  neck.  Mov¬ 
ing  the  pattern  increases  the 
ride  of  an  overlap  between  the 
areas  irradiated.  In  addition, 
centres  using  high-dose  tech¬ 
niques  in  the  hope  of  improv¬ 
ing  the  chance  erf  a  cure  were 
more  likely  to  have  harmed 
patients.  The  inquiry  found 
that  48  of  a  sample  of  126  Rage 


members  whose  records  were 
examined  were  suffering  from 
brachial  plexus  neuropathy 
(BPN).  a  severe  condition  in 
which  the  mam  nerve  supply¬ 
ing  power  to  the  arm  is 
damaged.  Most  of  the  rest  had 
ocher  injuries,  including  bate 
damage  and  swollen  arms. 

Dr  Thelma  Bates,  clinical 
oncologist  and  chief  author  of 
the  report,  said  65,000 patients 
had  been  treated  at  15  cancer 
centres  between  I960  and  1993, 
the  vast  majority  without  inju¬ 
ry.  The  aim  of  the  inquiry  was 
to  establish  why  some  suffered 
“very  distressing  damage" 
while  thousands  dia  not  Most 


Recommendations  for  rufiotherapy  treatment  of  breast 
cancer 

□  Patients  should  always  be  treated  in  a  fixed  position. 

□  High-dose  techniques  should  be  used  with  caution. 

□  Closer  attention  should  be  given  to  the  prerise  doses 
received  by  the  tissue  in  the  lower  neck  and  armpit. 

□  The  lymph  nodes  in  the  neck  and  armpit  should  not  be 
irradiated  routinely  unless  there  is  high  risk  of  recurrence. 

□  Every  cancer  mitre  should  have  a  formal  written  protocol 
for  breast  cancer  treatment. 

□  Patients  should  have  explained  to  them  whether  symptoms 
are  caused  by  their  cancer  or  its  treatment. 


of  the  BPN  cases  occurred  in 
the  first  half  of  the  period,  with 
only  seven  cases  since  1987, 
reflecting  improvements  in 
practice. 

The  report,  which  is  being 
sent  to  all  radiotherapy  cen¬ 
tres  and  clinical  oncologists, 
calls  fa  a  national  £L5  million 
study  to  examine  the  optimum 
radiotherapy  technique. 

Dr  Joan  Pritchard,  coordi¬ 
nator  erf  the  Rage  Breast 
group,  said  1,700  women  had 
contacted  the  group.  “We 
faced  the  cancer.  We  didn’t 
think  we  would  have  to  face 
radiation  damage,  too." 

Lady  Ironside.  64.  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Rage  Breast,  whose  left 
arm  was  injured  after  radio¬ 
therapy  at  the  Royal  Marsden 
Hospital,  south  London,  in 
1982.  said  she  had  spent 
£100.000  on  legal  action. 

“I  ran  out  of  money.  No  one 
can  afford  to  take  a  case  on 
their  own.  We  are  now  asking 
the  Government  to  compen¬ 
sate  us.  This  is  a  very  lair 
report  that  lays  the  blame 
where  it  belongs  and  should 
help  us  pursue  our  claim." 

Body  and  Mind,  page  16 


Dr  Joan  Pritchard,  left,  and  Lady  Ironside,  both  of  the  Rage  Breast  group 
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Body’s  own 
defence 
offers  hope 
against  Aids 

Bv  Nick  Nuttau. 

A  NEW  and  possibly  powerful 
treatment  for  Aids  has  been 
pinpointed  by  scientists.  They 
have  discovered  a  substance 
made  fay  the  body’s  disease¬ 
fighting  system  that  appears 
to  suppress  the  virus  that  can 
cause  Aids. 

It  may  explain  why  some 
people  with  HIV  progress  far 
more  slowly  to  Aids  than 
others.  The  substance,  which 
is  detailed  in  Nature,  is  called 
mterieukm-16.  Studies  by  Pro¬ 
fessor  Krinhard  Roche  and  his 
team  at  the  Paul  Ehrlich 
Institute  in  Langen,  Germany, 
indicate  that  the  substance 
interferes  with  the  way  HIV 
hijacks  die  body’s  immune 
system  and  allows  it  to  repli¬ 
cate  at  wilL 

Humans  have  specialised 
white  Mood  cells  called  lym¬ 
phocytes  whose  job  is  to  mop 
up  invading  diseases.  It  is 
thought  some  lymphocytes 
may  produce  the  interleukin- 
16  in  response  to  HIV.  which 
can  halt  its  progress. 

Researchers  believe  inter¬ 
leukin-16  roll  not  be  tested  on 
humans  for  years,  until  its 
effect  is  better  understood. 


Meningitis  kills 
teenage  girl  in 
duster  of  cases 


By  Russell  Jenkins 


A  TEENAGE  factory  woricer 
has  become  the  latest  victim  to 
die  in  a  series  of  meningitis 
outbreaks.  The  l&year-oid 
girt  from  Bishop  AucUand.  is 
one  of  seven  new  cases  diag¬ 
nosed  in  Go  Durham. 

The  “duster*  of  suspected 
meningococcal  infection  in  the 
Northern  and  Yorkshire  Re¬ 
gional  Health  Authority  area 
has  seen  a  50  per  coat  rise  in 
reported  cases  there: 

Strains  of  meningitis,  which 
is  fatal  in  one  in  ten  «»<«, 
^ave  struck  sporadically 
across  the  country.  Same  wor¬ 
ried  parents  are  keeping  their 
children  from  school.  Known 
as  a  winter  disease,  it  appears 
to  have  strode  earlier  and  with 
more  virulence  than  usuaL 

National  surveillance  proce¬ 
dures  have  been  heightened  at 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
in  GoKndale.  north  London, 
but  officials  want  to  reassure 
parents  flat  toe  is  no  epi¬ 
demic.  Christine  Murphy,  a 
spokeswoman,  said  that  offi¬ 
cial  statistics  for  the  first  ten 
months  of  the  year  showed 
only  a  slight  increase  —  up 
from  936  cases  last  year  to 
1,005  tins  year.  Between  1990 
ami  1993,  there  were  as  many 
as  ]JI9in  the  same  period. 

She  said:  “It  presents  itself 
in  isolated  cases  but  we  do  see 
small  numbers  of  dusters.  It 
is  impossible  to  predict  the 
final  figure  but  we  would 
reassure  people  the  figures  are 
not  widely  outside  parameters 
for  the  time  of  year." 

Health  experts  are  monitor¬ 
ing  a  “duster  among  pupils 
at  Wtdsey  Junior  and  Infant 
School  in  New  Addington. 
Croydon,  south  London.  The 
school  was  dosed  after  a  boy 
aged  ten  died  within  24  horn's 
of  contracting  meningitis-, 
related  blood  poisoning.  Two 
giber  pupils  are  bong  treated. 

The  National  Meningitis 
Trust,  based  in  Stroud, 
Gloucestershire,  estimates 


that  there  will  be  more  than 
2JXX)  incidents  by  the  end  of 
foe  year,  up  from  1.900  in  an 
average  year,  with  about  200 
fatal  cases. 

The  charity  has  been  deal¬ 
ing  with  an  increasing  num¬ 
ber  erf  raflc  wring  early 
October,  after  the  deaths  of 
two  teenagers  in  Lincoln.  Ray 
Thompson,  of  the  trust  said: 
■^We  are  saying  to  parents  that 
they  should  be  aware  of  the 
symptoms.  We  would  caution 
against  panic.” 

AlSyearoIdgirJ  from  Wey¬ 
mouth.  Dorset  who  died  last 
month  from  suspected  menin¬ 
gitis,  has  been  named  as  Anna 
Morrison.  The  parents  of  800 
cbfldren  at  a  school  in 
Ystalyfera,  West  Glamorgan, 
hove  been  contacted  after  a 
sixthformer  contracted  the  ill¬ 
ness.  Steusaid  to  be  comfort¬ 
able  in  hospital. 

Dr  John  Woodhouse,  con¬ 
sultant  public  health  doctor 
fa  the  Northern  and  York¬ 
shire  Health  Authority,  said: 
“Tins  disease  comes  in  cydes 
over  decades.  Every  five  to  ten 
years,  we  experience  a  sadden 
surge.”  One  theory  is  that  the 
disease  is  linked  to  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  influenza  and  other 
viral  Alnesses. 

The  chances  of  becoming 
infected  with  meningococcal 
meningitis  or  meningococcal 
septicaemia  from  dose  contact 
are  small.  The  symptoms  erf 
meningitis  —  headaches,  high 
tempeatures,  vomiting,  neck 
stiffness,  joint  pains  and 
drowsiness — can  be  confused 
with  flu  and  GEs  now  routine¬ 
ly-  treat  flu  patients  with 
perriefflin  because  the  onset  of 
the  disease  can  be  sudden. 

Sufferers  can  be  subject  to 
fits,  or  anxiety  about  bright 
lights.  Young  children  become 
feverish,  fretful,  refuse  food, 
vomit  and  utter  high-pitched 
screams.  Some  develop  Mood 
infections  that  show  as  red  or 
purple  spots. 
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Some  people  try  Laphroaig  once ,  and  never  again.  It’s  only 
ro  be  expected.  The  uncompromising  taste  of  our  malt  has 
always  led  to  extremes.  Some  people  try  it  once,  and  drink 
no  other  whisky  again.  For  them,  there's  no  substitute  for 
Lapbroaig's  rich  peaty  reek.  Its  sweet  heathery .  smokiness. 
Try  it.  You  won’t  be  the  first  to  hate  it.  Or  the  last  to  love  it. 
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‘We  need  to  know  if  there  is  a  hospital  anywhere  that  can  help  our  daughter’ 

Parents  face 
agonising 
choice  over 
amputation 
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By  Kate  Alderson 


THE  parents  of  a  baby  girl 
must  decide  whether  her  leg 
should  be  amputated  to  save 
her  from  a  childhood  of  pain¬ 
ful  operations. 

Lisa  Dodd,  aged  tea 
months,  was  bom  with  a 
genetic  condition  called 
Neurofibromatosis  Type  1. 
which  can  cause  bones  to 
become  soft  and  susceptible  to 
fractures.  The  bones  in  the 
baby's  leg  have  become  so 
weak  that  she  wears  a  full- 
length  plaster  cast  to  stop 
them  breaking. 

Doctors  have  told  Eddi  and 
Cheryl  Dodd  that  they  will 
have  to  choose  between  ampu¬ 
tation  of  their  daughter’s  left 
leg  or  a  series  of  operations, 
which  include  bone  grafting 
or  leg  stretching. 

Mrs  Dodd,  34,  from 
Frodsham.  Cheshire,  has 


Williams:  case  echoes 
George  Michael  fight 

Pop  singer 
challenges 
contract 

THE  former  Take  That  star 
Robbie  Williams  claimed  in 
the  High  Court  yesterday  that 
he  was  prevented  bum  pursu¬ 
ing  a  solo  career  because  his 
contract  with  a  record  com¬ 
pany  gave  it  exclusive  call  on 
his  talents,  which  was  an 
unreasonable  restraint  on 
trade. 

The  claim,  to  be  heard  in 
full  before  Mr  Justice  Jacob 
on  February  26.  echoes  die 
legal  battle  by  George  Mich¬ 
ael  against  Sony  Records. 
Michael  lost  but  was  released 
from  his  contract 
Williams's  company.  BMG 
Records,  said  his  contract  lets 
him  pursue  his  career  and  it 
would  seek  an  injunction  to 
stop  him  going  elsewhere. 


already  made  a  difficult  medi¬ 
cal  decision  when  she  chose  to 
have  her  sterilisation  reversed 
to  have  a  child  with  her  second 
husband.  They  later  found  out 
that  Mr  Dodd,  41,  a  sheltered 
housing  warden,  had  passed 
on  the  dominant  gene  disorder 
to  Lisa. 

The  baby  was .  diagnosed 
with  the  condition  when  she 
was  six  months  old.  one  of  the 
youngest  recorded  cases.  She 
was  referred  to  Alder  Hey 
Children’s  Hospital.  Liver¬ 
pool,  where  specialists  told  the 
family  that  Lisa's  condition 
was  one  of  the  worst  they  had 
seen  in  such  a  young  child. 

Doctors  from  Alder  Hey 
have  contacted  specialist  hos¬ 
pitals  throughout  the  country 
to  discover  if  there  is  a  viable 
alternative  to  amputation  and 
the  Dodds  are  now  raising 


Somerville 
will  not  sue 
on  picture 
ordeal 

By  Joanna  Bale 

THE  ITN  newsreader  Julia 
Somerville,  who  was  arrested 
and  questioned  by  police  after 
photographs  of  a  naked  child 
were  queried  by  a  film- 
processing  technician,  will  not 
be  taking  legal  action  over  her 
ordeal. 

Miss  Somerville  and  her 
partner.  Jeremy  Dixon,  an 
architect  were  told  on  Tues¬ 
day  that  the  police  would  not 
bring  charges.  She  was  con¬ 
gratulated  by  colleagues  when 
she  arrived  to  read  the  lunch¬ 
time  news  yesterday. 

Scotland  Yard,  however,  is 
to  continue  its  inquiry  into 
how  details  of  the  case  reached 
newspapers.  A  police  spokes¬ 
woman  said  the  inquiry  would 
fry  to  establish  whether  any 
police  sources  had  played  a 
part  in  disclosing  information. 

Miss  Somerville  has 
blamed  Scotland  Yard  for 
leaking  details  of  her  arrest 
Many  newspapers,  against 
police  advice,  named  the  child 
in  the  photographs.  The  moth¬ 
er  of  two  was  distressed  fur¬ 
ther  when  a  Kodak  employee 
who  developed  the  photo¬ 
graphs  for  Boots  gave  an 
interview  to  a  newspaper 
about  what  he  had  seen. 


Mother  pleads 
for  donor  heart 
to  save  baby 


The  bone  in  lisa  Dodd’s  leg  is  so  soft  that  she  must  wear  a  plaster  cast  constantly  to  stop  it  from  breaking 


research  funds  for  the  Neuro¬ 
fibromatosis  Association. 

Mrs  Dodd  said:  Mlt  is  an 
agonising  decision.  If  she  has 
her  leg  amputated  now  she 
could  have  a  normal  child¬ 
hood.  Trips  in  and  out  of 
hospital  will  seriously  affect 
her  pre-school  years  but  treat¬ 
ments  could  be  developed  in 
the  next  five  years  which 
would  enable  her  to  keep  her 


own  leg."  One  option  is  for  a 
metal  pin  to  be  inserted  into 
lisa's  leg.  which  would  make 
the  limb  strong  enough  for 
walking  if  she  wore  a  fibre- 
glass  spKm.  However,  that 
would  mean  two  or  three 
operations  every  year  until  she 
was  six  years  old. 

At  the  age  of  seven  doctors 
would  then  try  to  remove  the 
weak  bone  and  bring  the 


“healthy"  bone  together,  an 
operation  with  a  SO  per  cent 
success  rate.  Mrs  Dodd,  who 
has  three  children  from  her 
first  marriage,  said:  “When 
the  doctor  told  us  Lisa  would 
have  to  have  her  leg  amputat¬ 
ed  I  thought  ‘not  over  ray  dead 
body'.  I  really  believed  there 
had  to  be  another  way.  We 
need  to  know  if  there  is  a 
hospital,  anywhere  in  the 


world,  which  can  help  our 
daughter.” 

The  Neurofibromatosis  As¬ 
sociation  said:  “This  is  a 
dreadful  decision  for  Lisa's 
parents.  Some  experts  would 
say  it  is  worth  multiple  opera¬ 
tions  while  others  may  diag¬ 
nose  amputation  as  the  best 
option.  Multiple  failed  at¬ 
tempts  may  lead  to  amputa¬ 
tion  anyway." 


A  YOUNG  mother  whose 
baby  girl  wtfl  die  in  the  next 
few  days  unless  she  receives 
a  heart  transplant  appealed 
yesterday  for  a  donor. 

Carla  Simpson’s  eight- 
month-old  daughter  Bronte 
suffers  from  cardiomyopa¬ 
thy,  which  affects  only  one 
in  three  million  children 
and  prevents  the  heart  mus¬ 
cles  from  working  property. 

Three  surgeons  at  Free¬ 
man  Hospital,  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne,  are  on  24-hour 
standby.  Miss  Simpson, 
from  Shipley.  West  York¬ 
shire,  who  is  waiting  at  her 
daughter's  bedside  with 
Gary  Padgett,  the  baby’s 
father,  said:  “Please  find  a 
new  heart  for  my  daughter. 
ail  i  can  do  is  plead.  From 
one  heartbroken  mother  to 
another,  please  help  my 
baby  to  live,  she  doesn't 
deserve  to  die.” 

Bronte  became  ill  three 
weeks  after  she  was  born, 
suffering  from  wheezing 
and  sweating  attacks.  Four 
weeks  later  she  was  admit¬ 
ted  to  KDlingbeck  Hospital, 
Leeds,  for  emergency  scans 
which  revealed  she  bad 


By  Kate  Alderson 

er  whose  cardiomyopathy-  porters 
i  the  next  have  told  Miss  Simpson-: 
e  receives  that  her  daughters  tart 
annealed  was  so  weak,  she  had  cmlya.. 

50  per  cent  chance-  of : 
’s  eight-  recovery- 
a-  Bronte  Bronte,  who  has  been  at 
iomyopa-  the  top  of  the  heart 
only  one  plant  List  for  three weeks. « 
children  being  monitored  m  ajjaby^ 
part  mus-  unit  at  Freeman  Hospital, 
properly,  one  of  only  three  in  the 
at  Free-  country  that  carry  out  heart 
Newcastle  transplants  on  drudren.  She 
i  24-hour  is  being  drip-fed  .  with 
Simpson,  morphine. 
st  York-  John  Dark,  a  consultant 
as  at  her  cardiothoracic  surgeon  at.: 
te  with  the  hospital,  said:  “She  has  .  1 
e  baby’s  days  to  Eve  She  has.  an 
se  find  a  excellent  chance  of  survival 
laughter,  for  many  years  if  we  can  do 

uL  From  the  transplant"  ••  ' 

nother  to  Miss  Simpson  said: -She-' 
tidp  my  is  deteriorating  in  front  ^of 
?  doesn't  myeyes.Asamotherlknqiy: a 
bow  muCb  pain  another  • 
ill  three  mother  who  has  lost  axhMT 
ras  bom,  will  be  going  through  at  ar 
wheezing  time  like  that  My  only  hope 
rks.  Four  is  that  somebody  some 
is  admit-  where  will  help  us  and  tiiat 
Hospital  they  will  feel  in  their  grief 
icy  scans  that  part  of  their  baby  cotrid 

she  had  stiD  be  alive.”  . 
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First  brand  is  still  foremost  but  some  products  fall  far  short  of  continental  rivals,  says  Which? 

British  fish  fingers  take 

a  battering  in  EU  survey  '/ f;  2  " 


By  Robin  Young 


•”  1 :  .  _*•  -'v'  ■ 
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MOST  leading  brands  of  fish 
fingers  sold  m  Britain  are 
short  of  fish,  according  to 
international  research  that 
compared  the  quality  of  fish 
fingers  in  12  European 
countries. 

Only  two  of  27  British 
brands  of  fish  fingers  were 
found  to  contain  more  than  65 
per  cent  .fish.  The  lowest, 
Somerfieid  Fish  Fingers,  were 
found  to  have  a  fish  content  of 
only  49.9  per  cent 

The  international  survey  of 
the  quality  of  the  fish  finger 
was  funded  by  the  European 
Commission  and  carried  out 
by  International  Consumer 
Research  and  Testing  with  the 
collaboration  of  12  consumer 
organisations. 

Britain  ranked  ahead  of 
only  Germany  and  the  Repub¬ 
lic  of  Ireland  when  comparing 
the  percentage  of  leading 
brands  with  more  titan  65  per 
cent  fish.  The  French  fared 
best  Over  a  third  of  France’s 
leading  brands  of  fish  fingers 
exceeded  the  65  per  cent  target 
for  fish  content 

The  research,  reported  in 
the  latest  issue  of  the  Consum¬ 


ers’  Association  magazine 
Which?,  published  today, 
says:  “This  report  shows  that 
the  fish  content  of  leading  UK 
brands  could  be  improved." 

The  fishiest  of  British  fish 
fingers  were  found  to  be  Bird’s 
Eye  Fish  Fingers  in  Oven 
Crispy  Batter,  which  had  70 
per  cent  fish  content 

Some  other  coated  fish  prod¬ 
ucts  in  Britain  contain  even 
less  fish  than  the  fingers.  Of  28 
brands  of  coated  Osh  fillets 
and  steaks  tested,  five  con¬ 
tained  less  than  half  fish.  The 
international  report  suggests 
the  content  is  so  low  that  they 
have  no  right  to  be  labelled 
fish  products  at  all. 

The  lowest  fish  content  in 
any  British  product  was  found 
in  Bernard  Matthews  Fish 
Dinosaurs,  which  contained 
only  37  per  cent  fish.  MacFish 
New  Low  Fat  Cod  Fillets  came 
top  with  753  per  cent 

The  United  Kingdom  has  no 
rules  stipulating  how  much 
fish  there  should  be  in  a  fish 
fingers  or  any  other  coated 
fish  product.  The  Consumers’ 
Association  argues  that  a  fish 
content  of  at  least  65  per  cent  is 


needed  if  coated  fish  products 
are  to  be  a  good  source  of 
nutrition.  It  also  says  that 
since  minimum  meat  content 
has  to  be  shown  on  the  labels 
of  meal  products,  a  similar 
rule  should  be  applied  to 
coated  fish.  “This  would  help 
consumers  discover  exactly 
what  they  are  buying,"  the 
report  says. 

David  Jofl.  managing  direc¬ 
tor  of  Bernard  Matthews,  said 
yesterday:  “We  would  have  no 
problem  with  that  but  the 
Which?  report  is  most  unfair. 
It  is  comparing  apples  with 
oranges.  Our  Dinosaurs  are 
dearly  described  in  big  block 
letters  as  a  fish  and  potato 
product.  They  sell  at  a  fraction 
of  the  price  of  fish  fingers." 

Mr  JoU  said  his  company 
was  used  to  putting  meat 
content  on  meat  products  and 
would  welcome  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  similar  rules  for  fish. 

At  present  price  is  no  indica¬ 
tion  of  fish  content.  Ross  Fish 
Fingers  had  a  little  more  fish 
than  Ross  Cod  Fillet  Fish 
Fingers,  though  they  were 
only  about  half  the  price. 
Tesco  Premium  Cod  Fillets  in 
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breadcrumbs  had  10  per  cent 
more  fish  than  the  more 
expensive  Country  Grain 
Crumb  variety.  A  spokesman 
for  Ross-Young -said:  “Obvi¬ 
ously  the  price  of  a  fish  finger 
depends  on  the  type  of  fish. 
Ordinary  fish  fingers  can  con¬ 
tain  minced  fish,  but  cod  is 
quite  expensive." 

The  fish  finger  was  intro¬ 
duced  in  Britain  by  Bird’s  Eye 
in  1955.  the  year  that  Anthony1 
Eden  became  Prime  Minister 
and  the  price  of  newspapers 
rose  to  tuppence  (lp).  The 
product  was  narrowly  pre¬ 
ferred  then  to  a  rival  called  the 
herring  savoury,  but  has  since 
grown  TO  be  an  international 
favourite. 

Bird’s  Eye,  still  the  brand 
leader,  exports  fish  fingers  to 
countries  as  diverse  as  Spain. 
Portugal,  Japan  and  Dubai, 
with  only  minor  modification 
of  crumb  to  take  account  of 
differences  in  local  tastes. 

Britons  eat  300  million  fish 
fingers  a  year,  and  spent  £72 
million  on  them  in  1994.  Fifty 
per  cent  of  British  housewives 
use  them  regularly,  but  it  has 
been  calculated  that  it  would 
be  cheaper  to  feed  the  family 
fresh  salmon. 

Earlier  this  year  Food  Mag¬ 
azine  reported  that  shoppers 
could  pay  the  equivalent  of 
more  than  £6  a  pound  for  the 
low  grade  fish  used  in  fish 
fingers,  compared  to  £4.25  for 
salmon. 


:\jy\  •  J-A..  *1  |*J 


j 

Wa  $V: = mi 

.Jjp 

JEB 

I 

A  Which?  survey  found  85  per  cent  of  restaurant  users  wanted  the  bill  to  match  the  prices  set  out  on  the  menu 


MOST  restaurant  customers 
want  the  price  they  pay  to  be 
the  same  as  that  on  the  menu, 
with  no  service  charge  or 
other  extras,  a  Consumers’ 
Association  survey  shows. 

The  outcome  of  the  survey 
was  predicted  in  The  Times 
on  Monday  in  a  report  that 
found  wide  variations  on 
bow  service  charges  axe  levied 
and  who  benefits  from  them 
(Robin  Young  writes). 

More  than  1,200  regular 
users  of  restaurants  were  in¬ 
terviewed  by  the  association 
and  85  per  cent  chose  options 
matching  the  menu  price  with 


Diners  back  ending 
of  service  charges 


the  bill:  52  per  cent  wanted 
service  included  in  the  price 
and  33  per  cent  wanted  no 
service  charge. 

The  survey  provides  further 
ammunition  to  the  Eari  of 
Bradford,  who  introduced  a 
Private  Member’s  Bill  in  the 
House  of  Lords  this  month  to 
ban  service  and  cover 
charges.  The  Bill  is  to  have  its 


second  reading  on  January  10. 

The  survey  showed  confu¬ 
sion  on  whether  customers 
could  refuse  to  pay  service 
charges.  In  law,  the  service 
charge  can  be  refused  if 
service  has  nor  been  satisfac¬ 
tory.  if  there  has  been  no 
indication  that  it  would  be 
charged  or  if  it  is  stated  to  be 
optional  But  55  per  cent  of 


Savings  experts  mislead  clients 
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By  Robin  Young 

SOME  of  the  investment  advice  offered 
by  financial  advisers  is  appalling,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Consumers’  Association 
magazine  Which? 

Two  Which?  researchers  visited  48 
advisers,  presenting  circumstances  that 
should  have  made  their  needs  unambigu¬ 
ous.  Both  should  have  been  advised  to 
keep  their  money  in  simple,  risk-free 
savings  accounts,  yet  almost  a  third  of  the 
advisers  recommended  unsuitable  invest¬ 
ments  instead. 

In  the  worst  case  a  researcher  present¬ 
ing  himself  as  a  man  of  44  who  had  just 
received  a  £15.000  redundancy  payment 
was  recommended  by  an  independent 
financial  adviser  to  buy  an  investment 
bond.  The  purchase  would  have  earned 
the  adviser  £800  commission,  and  left  the 


Lifespan 
of  nuclear 
station 
extended 

By  A  Staff  Reporter 

A  NUCLEAR  power  station 
was  given  permission  yester¬ 
day  to  produce  electricity  into 
the  next  century,  three  months 
after  its  operator  was  fined 
£250,000  for  four  safety 
breaches. 

The  Nuclear  Installations 
Inspectorate  said  it  was  confi¬ 
dent  that  Wyifa.  a  Magnox- 
type  station  on  Anglesey,  was 
able  to  continue  for  at  least 
another  eight  years  TO  2004. 
But  die  inspectorate  said  the 
extension  was  subject  to  the 
implementation  of  improve¬ 
ments  identified  in  a  long- 
tom  safety  review  and  a  series 
of  inspections. 

In  September,  Nuclear  Elec¬ 
tric  was  fined  over  incidents 
m  July 1993  when  a  metal  grab 
from  a  crane  feD  into  a  fuel 
channel.  Mold  Crown  Court 
was  told  staff  did  not  shut 
down  the  reactor  for  several 
hours  although  there  was  a 
risk  that  die  grab  might  have 
blocked  die  flow  of  gas  coolant 
to  the  reactor  core. 

Wyifa  started  producing 
power  in  1971  and  was  given  a 
25-year  lifespan.  Nuclear  Elec¬ 
tric  had  asked  the  inspectorate 
to  extend  the  licence  to  2006. 

Wyifa,  with  a  workforce  of 
500.  is  among  the  youngest  of 
Britain's  11  Magnox  stations. 
Yesterday’s  report  marks  the 
end  of  a  series  of  safety 
reviews  on  that  type  of  plant 
Dr  Sam  Harbison.  Chief  In¬ 
spector  of  Nuclear  Installa¬ 
tions.  said  the  inspectorate's 
work  had  brought  many  im¬ 
provements.  The  long-term 
safety  inspection  programme, 
which  began  in  the  early 
1980s.  required  operators  to 
make  improvements  which 
would,  as  for  as  possible, 
bring  plants  up  to  the  stan¬ 
dards  required  of  a  new 

station 

Ten  lave  been  given 
approval  to  continue  operat¬ 
ing  until  at  least  30  years  of 
age.  They  are  BradweH  {Es¬ 
sex},  Berkeley  (Gloucester¬ 
shire),  Huntgston  A  (Strath¬ 
clyde),  Odder  Hall  (Cumbria) 
and  Chapdcross  (Borders), 
Hinkfey  Point  A  (Somerset), 
Dungeness  A  (Kenti.  Sizewefl 
A  (Suffolk),  Oldbury  (Avon) 
and  Wyifa  (Gwynedd). 


researcher  nothing  to  live  on.  This 
month’s  issue  of  Which?  says:  “This 
adviser’s  awful  advice  was  compounded 
by  his  sloppy  approach  to  the  rules.  He 
left  our  researcher  to  complete  the  fact 
find’ after  he  had  taken  out  foe  bond — too 
late  to  be  of  any  use.” 

Some  tied  agents,  selling  the  products 
of  only  one  company,  gave  almost  equally 
bad  advice.  Agents  of  Albany  Life, 
Canada  Life.  CIS  and  Royal  London  sold 
foe  supposedly  unemployed  researcher 
medium  to  long-term  investments  that 
tied  up  £10,000  to  £14,000  of  his  monqr. 

The  second  researcher  presented  him¬ 
self  as  a  26-year-old  wanting  to  put  aside 
£250  a  month  over  two  to  three  years. 
Which?  says  the  period  was  too  short 
safely  to  consider  investments,  and  the 
small  amount  involved  meant  there 
would  be  little  difference  in  the  money 


earned  from  a  savings  account  or  a 
higher-return  investment  with  more  risk. 
Again  foe  advisers  suggested  a  range  of 
financial  products  including  Tessas,  life 
insurance,  or  a  personal  pension,  none  of 
which  was  considered  suitable  for  saving 
money  for  two  to  three  years. 

Which?  found  that  independent  finan¬ 
cial  advisers  came  out,  best  with  three- 
quarters  giving  good  advice.  More  than  a 
third  of  tied  agents  gave  bad  advice.  As 
many  solicitors  and  accountants  gave  bad 
advice  as  good. 

The  magazine  concludes  that  foe 
present  system  of  regulation  is  ineffective. 
“We  found  that  some  advisers  were 
breaking  foe  rules  routinely."  the  report 
says.  “A  quarter  of  foe  financial  advisers 
we  investigated  foiled  to  declare  whether 
they  were  independent  or  tied,  though  the 
rules  require  them  to  do  so." 


respondents  thought  they 
would  always  be  obliged  to 
pay  a  service  charge  and.  of 
foe  45  per  cent  who  knew  foal 
it  could  be  refused,  few  knew 
all  three  legitimate  reasons. 

There  was  similar  confu¬ 
sion  over  cover  charges, 
which  are  sometimes  justified 
by  placing  unrequested  items 
such  as  bread  or  olives  on  the 
table.  In  the  survey,  38  per 
cent  did  not  know  what  a 
cover  charge  was  for  and  31 
per  cent  thought  it  was  related 
to  service.  Seventy-three  per 
cent  wanted  cover  charges 
abolished. 


Sparkling 

bargain 

IN  A  blind  tasting  of  19 
champagnes  and  25  spark¬ 
ling  wines  seven  expert 
wine  tasters  awarded  sec¬ 
ond  highest  marks  to 
Montana  Lindaner  Brut 
from  New  Zealand,  cost¬ 
ing  only  £6.99.  Bollinger 
Grande  Annie,  at  £33.99 
the  most  expensive  cham¬ 
pagne,  was  chosen  as  the 
best  by  the  Which?  Wine 
Monthly  panel.  Mofi  et 
Chandon  Brut  Imperial 
at  £18.95  and  Pipcr- 
Heidsieck  Cuv6e  Brut  at 
£15.99  were  also  best  buys. 


r  to  apply. 


A  cheaper  mortgage, 
no  legal  fees 
and  20%  off  your 
buildings  insurance. 

It  must  be  Christmas. 


How’s  this  for  a  Christmas 
present:  If  you  call  Direct  Line 
(on  one  of  foe  numbers  below) 
before  foe  end  of  January  and 
complete  foe  transfer  of  your 
existing  mortgage  to  us  using 


0181  649  9099 


LONDON 


PIRECTLINE 

0161  831  9099 


MANCHESTER 


our  solicitors  package,  we’ll  pay 
your  legal  fees  for  you.  Better 
still  we  also  guarantee  to  save  you 
20%  on  your  existing  buildings 
i  insurance.  Call  Direct  line  now 
)  and  have  a  happy  Christmas. 

0141  221  9099 


GLASGOW 


CALL  ANYTIME  8am  to  8pm  Monday  to  Friday  and  9am  to  5pm  Saturday.  Please  quote  ref.  TT 1 4 
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10  POLITICS  AND  GOVERNMENT 

Parents  invited  to  join  ‘standards  crusade’ 

Blair  intends  to 
bypass  his  critics 
on  education  tour 


By  Phuip  Webster  and  John  O'Leary 


TONY  BLAIR  is  to  take  his 
campaign  for  better  educa¬ 
tional  standards  over  the 
heads  of  his  critics  in  the 
teaching  unions  by  going  on  a 
national  tour  to  explain 
Labour's  reform  plans. 

The  Labour  leader  and  his 
education  spokesman.  David 
Blunkett.  will  hold  public 
meetings  across  the  country  to 
which  teachers  and  parents  of 
all  political  persuasions  will 
be  invited. 

Last  night  Mr  Blair  said  the 
plan  was  to  involve  them  in  a 
“crusade  for  standards".  He 
rejected  criticism  from  the 
unions  that  Labour  was  anti¬ 
teacher  and  reaffirmed  his 
readiness  to  be  tough  on  bad 
schools  and  teachers. 

Labour  officials  drew  a  com¬ 
parison  between  the  education 
campaign  and  Mr  Blairs 
round-Britain  tour  of  Labour 
constituency  parties  in  which 
he  won  over  sceptical  activists 
for  his  decision  to  scrap 
Labour's  Clause  Four  commit¬ 
ment  to  nationalisation. 

He  was  reported  last  night 
to  be  convinced  that  most 
teachers  would  back  his  plans 
for  new  headteacher  qualifica¬ 
tions.  a  new  grade  for  the  best 
classroom  teachers,  proposals 
to  dose  and  reopen  bad 
schools,  national  guidelines 
for  homework  and  testing  for 
five-year-olds. 

When  his  plans  were  an¬ 
nounced  on  Tuesday.  Mr 
Blair  was  accused  of  “teacher 
bashing”,  and  of  being  more 


Yesterday  in  me  Commons;  backbench 
debates  ware  fodowod  In  the  afternoon  by 
trade  and  Industry  questions  and  potato  of 
order.  Debateo  were  then  held  on  the 
Audit  {Miscellaneous  Provisions)  BOI. 
second  leading;  Chemical  Weapons  Bat, 
remaning  stages;  Criminal  Injuries 
Compensation  Scheme.  In  the  Lords; 
debales  on  long-term  care  of  the  eiderty; 
Boxing  Bffl,  second  reading. 

Today  in  the  Commons;  questions  to 
Northern  Ireland  ministers  arid  the  Prime 
Minister  debate  on  the  European  Union. 
In  the  Lords;  debates  on  Community  Cere 
IDfrect  Payments)  Bit.  second  reading; 
Heath  and  Safety  (Repeals  and  Revoca¬ 
tions]  Regulations;  Street  Works  (North¬ 
ern  betenifl  Order,  Contracting  Out 
(Admlntstrstion  of  the  Teachers' 
Superannuation  Scheme)  Order  Euro¬ 
pean  Communities  (Definition  of  Treaties) 
(Statute  of  the  Hu  opean  Schools)  Order. 


interested  in  getting  rid  of  bad 
teachers  than  providing  more 
money  for  schools. 

in  a  speech  last  night  to  the 
London  region  of  the  CBl.  he 
said  the  changes  would  re¬ 
quire  the  support  of  schools, 
teachers  and  parents.  “Some 
of  the  unions  and  other  repre¬ 
sentative  bodies  have  been 
critical,  which  is  their  right 
Some  have  said  we  are  anti¬ 
teacher  and  there  they  are 
wrong.  Teachers  and  heads 
are  a  vital  part  of  any  com¬ 
munity  and  the  vast  majority 
do  a  very  good  job.  But  some 
do  not  and  we  must  not  shy 
from  the  difficult  decisions 
that  that  fact  implies.” 

Mr  Blair  said  that  when 
Labour  spelt  out  how  ir  intend¬ 
ed  to  raise  standards  through, 
a  proper  mixture  of  pressure 
and  support  on  local  authori¬ 
ties,  schools,  heads,  teachers, 
parents  and  children  the  party 
was  striking  a  “real  chord 
with  parents  all  over  Britain”. 

He  added:  “They  know  that 
when  it  comes  to  education 
children  do  not  get  a  second 
chance.  J  am  absolutely  confi¬ 
dent  that  parents  will  bade  us 
because  they  know  we  are  on 
their  side.  I  am  absolutely 
confident  that  good  teachers, 
the  majority,  will  back  us  too.” 

Yesterday  Mr  Blunkett  dis¬ 
tanced  Labour  still  further 
from  its  traditional  education 
polities,  following  the  party's 
call  for  higher  standards  in 
state  schools  with  criticism  of 
the  comprehensive  system.  At 


a  London  conference  on  the 
party's  document.  Excellence 
far  Everyone,  he  set  a  Labour 
government  the  task  of  re¬ 
forming  comprehensive 
schools.  He  ruled  out  a  return 
to  selection,  but  said  that  the 
present  system  had  not  lived 
up  to  expectations. 

“We  want  comprehensive 
education  that  actually  means 
what  it  says,"  he  said.  “What 
happened  in  the  1960s  and 
1970s . . .  was  that  we  changed 
the  name  of  schools  and 
sometimes  the  admissions  pol¬ 
ity,  but  we  did  not  actually 
transform  the  nature  of  the 
education  and  opportunities 
that  youngsters  got.” 

Labour's  standards  policy 
promised  support  for 
specialisation  by  secondary 
schools,  along  the  lines  of 
present  government  policy. 
Mr  Blunkett  said  the  aim 
would  be  to  provide  “diversity 
within  one  campus”  following 
a  model  pioneered  by  some 
American  schools. 

Hie  conference,  attended  by 
400  head  teachers,  union  rep¬ 
resentatives,  councillors  and 
education  authority  officials, 
gave  a  qualified  welcome  to 
Labour's  plans.  But  Mr  Blair 
was  criticised  for  his  attack  on 
state  school  standards,  in 
which  he  claimed  that  30  per 
cent  of  schools  were  failing. 

Peter  Miller,  vice-president  ( 
of  the  Secondary  Heads  Asso¬ 
ciation.  accused  the  party  lead¬ 
ership  of  indulging  in  . 
“superficial  electoral  hype".  , 
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~  Official  retracts 
criticism  of 
MoD  police 
in  arms  inquiry 

By  James  Landale.  political  reporter 


Strong  arm  of  the  Speaker 


By  James  Landale,  political  reporter 


THE  Speaker  dismissed  com¬ 
plaints  of  bullying  by  Labour 
whips  yesterday,  saying  that 
she  would  use  a  double  nel¬ 
son  to  frogmarch  an  MP 
through  the  division  lobby. 

Tory  MPs  said  that  Labour 
whips  had  stood  shoulder  to 
shoulder  on  Tuesday  night  to 
try  to  try  to  prevent  left-wing 
rebels  from  defying  the  lead¬ 
ership  and  voting  against  the 
ip  cut  in  income  tax.  Robert 
Hughes  said:  “This  not  the 
first  time  I  have  seen  this  sort 


of  intimidation.  I  do  think 
something  should  be  done.” 

But  the  Speaker,  Betty 
Boothroyd,  replied:  “As  a 
former  whip  mysdfi  I  can  teQ 
this  House  that  when  I  used 
to  keep  Members  out  of  a 
division  lobby,  it  was  a  single 
nelson,  and  when  I  needed 
them  to  go  Into  the  division 
lobby,  it  was  a  double 
nelson." 

She  said  that  every  labour 
MP  who  wanted  to  vote  had 
been  able  to  do  so.  When 


challenged  on  this,  she  said: 
“IH  teD  you  how  we  know  — 
because  there  was  no  com¬ 
plaint  to  me,  and  Members  of 
Parliament  complain  to  me  if 
the  air  in  this  Chamber  is  not 
fresh  enough  for  them.” 

The  Tory  MP  Alan  Duncan 
shouted  angrily:  “It’s  not  fun¬ 
ny.  It’s  not  funny." 

Some  Tory  MPs  are  grow¬ 
ing  restless  with  the  Speaker, 
accusing  her  of  partisanship 
and  fading  to  defend  the 
dignity  of  the  Commons. 


A  ROW  broke  out  in  White¬ 
hall  last  night  after  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  MPS  was  told  that  the 
Ministry  of  Defence  had  with¬ 
held  vital  documents  from  an 
investigation  into  illegal  arms 
sales  to  Iran. 

The  Department  of  Trade 
and  Industry  said  that  MoD 
police  bad  denied  it  access  to 
papers  relating  to  the  BMARC 
arms-to-Iran  affair.  But  Dr 
John  Meadway,  head  of  the 
DTTs  export  control  division, 
then  retracted  the  accusation 
after  checking  the  facts. 

“He  had  not  prepared  him¬ 
self  for  that  question."  a  DTI 
spokesman  said  last  night. 
"The  papers  were  never 
requested.” 

Dr  Meadway  told  the  Trade 
and  Industry  Select  Commit¬ 
tee  that  the  question  of  wheth¬ 
er  or  not  the  papers  would  be 
available  to  his  investigation 
was  raised  at  a  ministerial 
level;  But  DTI  officials  said 
later  that  he  had  not  requested 
than  because  he  did  not  think 
they  were  relevant  to  his 
inquiry. 

The  papers  were  seized  dur¬ 
ing  an  investigation  into 
BMARCs  parent  company. 
Astra  Holdings.  BMARC 
(British-  Manufacture  Re¬ 
search  Company),  the  arms 
firm  of  which  Jonathan  Aitken 
was  once  a  director,  is  under  a 
separate  investigation  by  Cus¬ 
toms  and  Excise  to  determine 
whether  it  broke -an  arms 
embargo  during  die  Iran-Iraq 
war  by  shipping  weapons  to 
Tehran  via  Singapore. 

Michael  Hesdtine,  then  the 
President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,- told  the  Commons  in 


June  that  naval  guns  buOt  by 
BMARC  in  the  1980s  and 
licensed  by  the  DTI  for  export, 
to  Singapore  “could  well  "have  - 
been  going  to  Iran/  - 

The  papers  were  said  to 
have  been  mislaid  at  MoD 
police  headquarters  in  Essex  . 
before  being  passed  to 
BMARCS  liquidator.  '  They 
have  since  been  passed,  to  foe 
Scott  arms4o-Iraq  mquhy. 

Yesterday's  disdosure^aqie 
as  the  select  committee  began  . 
its  own  inquiry  into  theafianv 
Officials  from  the  Mop^and  r- 
the  Fdreign  Office  wffl.pj&ear;, 
before  the  ammtfttee."AH7:-'. 

Dr.  Meadway  told 
his  department  became  awarcv: 
of  the  papers  last  June  afiec^: 
Mr  Hesdtine  told  the.'Qaai 
mons  that  the  DTI  was  invest-'  -, 
gating  the  affair.  “The;, 
question. of  whether  they  could 
be  available  to  us  or.not  was 
raised,”  he  said.  “There  was 
discussion  about  the  role  of  the 
papers  between  departments 
at  quite  a  senior  level.”  .  ... 

Asked  at  what  level  these 
discussions  had  taken  [dace, 
he  replied:  “Ministerial  level." 

Mr  Meadway  said  he  un¬ 
derstood  that  the  MoD  was  - 
legally  unable  to  release  the 
papers.  “If  the  MoD  police 
had  beoi  in  a  position  ...  to 
hand  over  these  papers,  that 
could  have  been  done.  But  my 
understanding  is  that  they 
were  under  considerable  legal ; 
constraints." 

Although  Mr  .Meadway 
was  not  aware  of  the  . contents 
of  the  papers,  he  did  not 
believe  they  would  have  fun¬ 
damentally  altered  the  find¬ 
ings  of  the  DTI  inquiry.  -  - 


Bottomley  rallies  firms  to  lotteiy  cause  I  County  Hall  deal  attacked 


By  Nicholas  Wood 

CHIEF  POLITICAL  CORRESPONDENT 

FIRMS  will  get  a  ticking-off  from  Virginia 
Bottomley  today  for  failing  to  succumb  to 
the  lure  of  the  National  Lotteiy. 

Half  die  country  may  be  glued  to  the 
televised  draw  on  Saturday  night  but 
most  company  bosses  have  found  the 
game  a  turn-off.  The  Heritage  Secretary 
will  tell  a  conference  today  that  only  10 
per  cent  of  firms  are  aware  that  they  can 
help  to  transform  lottery  largesse  into 


popular  and  worthwhile  projects  for  their 
local  communities. 

Mrs  Bottomley  is  expected  to  say  that 
the  projected  windfall  of  £9  billion  for 
good  causes  over  the  next  five  years  could 
be  doubled  if  firms  play  their  part  She 
will  highlight  the  scope  for  companies  to 
join  forces  with  local  groups,  supporting 
grant  applications  with  promises  of  more 
money  or  other  help.  Bids  for  funding 
stand  a  better  chance  of  success  if  they 
involve  such  partnerships. 

Mrs  Bottomley  is  expected  to  tell 


Business  in- the  Community:  “The  blunt 
truth  is  that,  so  far.  only  one  in  ten 
businesses  is  unlocking  lottery  potential. 
That  is  a  missed  opportunity  —  the 
equivalent  of  a  product  not  made,  a 
market  not  exploited,  or  a  deal  not  done.” 

She  wants  to  bring  out  the  altruism  of 
British  business,  but  she  also  believes  that 
companies  fan  to  appreciate  the  public 
relations  benefit  of  associating  themselves 
with  good  causes. 

Focus,  pages  33  and  34 


By  Arthur  Leathley 
POLITICAL  CORRESPONDENT 

MPs  yesterday  criticised  the 
protracted  sale  of  County  Hall 
in  Lot  don  and  the  secrecy 
surrounding  the  deal. 

The  Commons  Public  Ac¬ 
counts  Committee  demanded 
new  rules  to  deter  buyers  from . 
delaying  payments  on  public 
buildings.  But  its  complaint 
that  no  use  had  been  found  for 


the  building  had  been  pre¬ 
empted  by  the  announcement 
on  Tuesday  that  Whitbread 
was  to  turn  it  into  a  hotel  and 
leisure  complex. 

County  Hall,  the  former 
home  of  the  Greater  London 
Council,  was  sold  to  Shir- 
ayama  Shokusan,  a  Japanese 
company,  for  £60  million  in 
1993.  The  committee  said  that 
£10  million  of  this  would  be 
deferred  and  linked  to  future 


profits.  “Such  arrangements 
do  create  an  incentive  for  the 
purchaser  to  delay  payment  of 
the  deferred  sum." 

The  committee  also  com¬ 
plained  that  tiie  London  Re¬ 
siduary  Body,  set  up  to 
dispose  of  Greater  London 
Council  property,  bad  im¬ 
posed  confidentiality  clauses 
on  the  sale  that  were  “difficult 
to  reconcile  with  proper 
accountability”. 
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CUT  NORDMAN  FIR 
CHRISTMAS  TREE 

5ft,  6ft  or  7ft  sizes. 


CUT  NORWAY  SPRUCE 
TRADITIONAL  CHRISTMAS 
TREE  5ft,  6ft  or  7ft  sizes. 


^£40.99 


A 


m 


CUT  NOBLE  FIR 

5ft,  6ft  or  7ft  sizes . 

CUT  BLUE  SPRUCE 

5ft,  6ft  or  7 ft  sizes - 


£I9£? 

£19*> 


MASSIVE  CHOICE,  BEST  QUALITY,  WIDEST  COVERAGE 


More  than  100  branches  nationwide ,  for  your  nearest  centre  calf 

0500  33  55  77 


Offer  endr;  31st  December  1995.  This  offer  is  subject  to  status,  availability  and  a  standard  airtime  agreement  connected  to 
the  Vodafone  LowCali  or  Personnl'.Vorld  tariff.  Offers  are  subject  to  money  off  vouchers  and  leaflets  available  in  store  and  can  only 
be  used  in  conjunction  wit  I;  the  purchase  of  a  Vodafone  from  a  participating  Vodafone  Centre.  Please  bring  two  proofs  of  identity 

with  you  to  take  out  the  airtime  agreement. 


60-a0cm  POTTED 
NORWAY  SPRUCE 
CHRISTMAS  TREE 

5f  In  7.5  lift©  red  container. 


Can  be  re-planted. 

2-2.5ft  sizes . . 

ROOTBALLED  NORWAY  SPRUCE  /AQQ 

Can  be  re-planted.  4ft-5ft  sizes . .  tm Wmo 

GREEN  RESIN  TREE  STAND 

Holds  up  to  7ft  tree.  (Shown  with  Cut  •_ 

Norway  Spruce  tree) . KW99 

RED  METAL  TREE  STAND  ' 

Fits  most  sizes  of  Christmas  tree. 

(Shown  with  CutNordman  Fir) _ (7.99 


facmdottohetiijoitBiait/' 


OPBOHO  HOURS  Monday  to  Saturday  Most  stores  Bom  -  8pm. 

„  SundafEnglmrt  8  Wanw  l  Oam -4pm  (where  permitted). 

„  ,  ScoBonda  Northern  fratond  9om  -  6pm.  (BatTymerxj  closed). 

Certain  rfore  houra  can  wary,  please  'phone  your  nearest  to  confcm. 

bhiaws  neoarnu  chaw  -  km  tow  mmotstcue  phoni  am  m  ©m 

^  q***1  ta  owggab*v  andortym  stores  win  ctareten 

P|a^t?”P£ta_<H^J”fgrei”w*^l,rt(»andoii9t«nQrappHccaBo# 

Stands  shown  wtiti  Cut  Nofdmm  Fw  and  Cut  Norway  Spruce  ore  nd  Sxdudod. 
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QgjjjgP  spacecraft  makes  rendezvous  with  Jupiter  after  troubled  2.3  billion  mile  space  odyssey 

Probe 
races  to 
stormy 
demise 


An  artist’s  view  of  the  probe  descending  through  Jupiter's  winds 

Prosecutors  in 
Tokyo  catch  up 
with  ex-minister 

From  Peregrine  Hodson  in  tokyo 


By  Anjana  aiiuia 

A  SPECTACULAR  fate  awaits  a 
tiny  space  probe  tonight,  when  ii 
parachutes  into  Jupiter's  atmo¬ 
sphere  after  one  of  the  mast 
troubled  voyages  in  space  history. 

The  probe,  which  separated 
from  the  unmanned  Galileo 
spacecraft  in  July,  will  beam  back 
to  Earth  75  minutes  of  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  Jovian  atmosphere 
before  either  frying  in  the  intense 
heat  nr  crumpling  under  the 
immense  atmospheric  pressure. 

Scientists  will  not  know  for 
nearly  an  hour  whether  the  kami¬ 
kaze  probe  —  which  enters  the 
Jovian  atmosphere  at  I0.07pm 
London  rime  at  more  than 
100,000  miles  an  hour  —  has 
successfully  penetrated  the  plan¬ 
et's  clouds  of  ammonia.  If  it  does, 
it  will  drift  down  through  a  layer 
of  ice  crystals  and  water  droplets, 
making  the  first  direct  observa¬ 
tions  of  Jovian  temperatures. 


The  arrow  shows  where  the  Jovian  atmosphere  will  first  be  penetrated  by  a  mar  tadc  object;  right,  clouds  over  the  area 


pressures,  winds  and  electric 
currents.  The  radio  link  to  Earth 
will  then  fizzle  out.  a  prelude  to 
the  death  of  the  probe. 

Galileo  will  not  undergo  the 
same  doom  as  its  daughter  probe 
when  it  also  reaches  Jupiter.  484 
million  miles  away  from  Earth. 
Just  after  midnight  tonight,  the 
spacecraft  will  brake,  Ore  its 
engines  and  go  into  orbit  around 
the  planet  for  two  years.  It  will 


send  back  information  about  the 
turbulent  Jovjan  weather. 

Since  Jovian  weather  is  quite 
similar  to  Earth's,  photographs 
and  readings  taken  by  Galileo  are 
expected  to  help  meteorologists  to 
understand  weather  patterns. 

Scientists  involved  in  ilie  mis¬ 
sion.  including  a  British  team  led 
by  Professor  Fred  Taylor  of 
Oxford  University,  will  be  stand¬ 
ing  by  anxiously.  Galileo  has 


gained  notoriety  not  only  for 
being  the  first  dedicated  space 
mission  to  Jupiter  but  also  for  its 
cosl  The  most  serious  problems 
of  the  mission,  which  has  cost 
Nasa.  America’s  National  Aero¬ 
nautics  and  Space  Administra¬ 
tion.  $1.4  billion  (£900  million) 
over  20  years,  have  been  a  radio 
antenna  that  refused  to  unfurl 
and  a  jam-prone  tape  recorder.  It 
should  have  taken  two  vears. 


rather  than  six.  for  the  probe  to 
reach  Jupiter  but  a  weaker  engine 
—  fined  after  the  Challenger 
disaster  in  I9S7  —  meant  it  had  to 
make  the  2.3  billion-mile  jnumey 
like  a  pinball  bouncing  off  gravity 
fields  of  several  planets. 

Galileo  will  investigate  the 
Great  Red  Spot,  a  cyclone  that 
has  raged  uninterrupted  for  three 
centuries  on  Jupiter,  besides  find¬ 
ing  out  why  the  planet  is  handed. 


* 


JAPAN’S  former  Labour  Min¬ 
ister.  Toshio  Yamaguchi.  was 
arrested  yesterday  for  breach  ; 
of  trust,  ending  a  month-long 
stand-off  between  Mr  Yama¬ 
guchi  and  prosecutors. 

He  is  charged  with  arrang¬ 
ing  collateral-free  loans  worth 
2.7  billion  yen  (£18  million) 
from  two  credit  companies  to 
his  sister's  business,  knowing 
the  loans  could  nor  be  repaid. 
Other  charges  of  fraud,  em- 
Jpezzlement  and  peijury  are 
"expected  to  follow. 

As  a  member  of  the  Diet.  - 
Mr  Yamaguchi  has  enjoyed-' 
immunity  from  attest  -Al-  1 
though- theTekyo  distil  er pul* ; 
lie  prosecutor  wanted1-  Mr' ' 
YamhgucBi  to  submit  loques- 
tioning  voluntarily,  he  repeat¬ 
edly  refused,  forcing  the  . 
prosecutors  to  seek  Diet 
approval  for  his  arrest,  which;- 
came  yesterday  afternoon. 

Mr  Yamaguchi  arrived  at 
the  Tokyo  prosecutor’s  office 
by  car,  shortly  before  the 
Diet's  formal  derision.  The 
arrest  warrant  was  read  out ' 
and  he  was  handcuffed. 

Mr  Yamaguchi  has  been  a 
prominent  —  some  might  say 
colourful  —  member  of  the 
Diet  for  many  years,  with  a 
reputation  as  a  political  fixer, 
notorious  for  his  money-mak¬ 
ing  deals. 

He  entered  the  Diet  in  the  . 
1967  election  as  its  youngest 
member  ever.  But  when 
Kakuej  Tanaka  was  arrested 
in  \97b  Mr  Yamaguchi 'quit 
the  LDP.  describing  the  party 
as  “too  money -orientated"  to 
set  up  the  New  Liberal  Club 
faction. 

Six  years  later,  when  the  ' 
faction’s  funds  ran  low.  Mr 
Yamaguchi  returned  to  the 
LDP  f  to  make  a  fresh  start”) 
and  became  close  to  the  par¬ 
ty’s  power  broker.  Shin 
Kanemaru,  only  to  quit  the 
party  again  in  1993  for  the 
New  Frontier  Party.  His  errat¬ 


ic  career  path  gave  him  con¬ 
tacts  in  several  parties,  en¬ 
hancing  his  reputation  as 
fixer. 

He  also  cultivated  his  media 
image,  appearing  on  game 
shows,  and  claimed  that  one 
newspaper  article  with  his 
name  in  it  “was  worth  a 
hundred  votes"  in  his  home 
constituency  of  Sattama. 

Last  Man*  Mr  Yamaguchi 
resigned  from  the  New  Fron¬ 
tier  Party  “to  restore  his 
honour"  after  allegations  of 
illegal  loans  incurred  by  his 
<  •sister*- company.  Since  then, 
he  has  consistently  denied  any 
•  in  velveteen  t,'  despite  •  mount-' 
ing  essence  to  the  contrary. 

HSs  aster'and  brother. -by 
some  accounts,  borrowed 
more  than  20  billion  yen  from 
various  sources,  including  the 
■Tokyo  Kyowa  Credit  Union 
and  the  Anzen  Credit  Union. 
When;. the  stock,  market 
slumped,  the  businesses  foun¬ 
dered. 'Aowever.  he  is  suspect¬ 
ed  of  soliciting  further  loans, 
offering  himself  as  guarantor, 
knowing  the  loans  could  not 
be  repaid. 

Many  see  his  behaviour  as 
symptomatic  of  the  Diet* 
preoccupation  with  money 
politics;  coupled  with  the  arro¬ 
gant  belief  of  many  members 
that  they  are  above  the  law.  In 
this  sense.  Mr.  Yamaguchi* 
case  is  emblematic  ■  of  the 
corrupt  era  of  the  Eighties. 

By  yesterday  afternoon, 
when  the  Diet  was  asked  to 
approve  his  arrest.  Mr 
Yamaguchi  had  few  support¬ 
ers  there  and  little  influence  on 
party  politics.  Bur  some  of  his 
fellow  politicians  watching 
him  being  driven  into  Tokyo 
detention  centre  later  in  the 
evening  may  have  had  the 
uncomfortable  feeling  that, 
but  for  luck  or  influence,  the 
man  in  the  black  limousine 
escorted  by  police  cars  might 
have  been  them. 


The  plant-eating,  bony-backed  Sahasaurus 

Cracking  bit 
of  history 


>  with  the 

fossilised  egg 


Hollywood:  Scientists  hope 
that  with  a  little  luck,  they 
wffl  find  the  well-preserved 
embryo  of  a  dinosaur  made 
a  70  ntfllion-yes^old  egg: 

The  egg,  discovered  by 
palaeontologists  in  Argenti¬ 
na.  was  due  to  be  examined 
by  computerised  scans  at  a 
hospital  In  California  yester¬ 
day.  Experts  beMeve  the  egg  is 
that  of  a  SaHasamms,  a  her¬ 
bivorous.  ISfrhigh  dinosaur 
that  roamed  what  is  now 
Argentina  during  die  Creta¬ 
ceous  penod.  .  Dr  Martin 
Shngar,  who  was  to  perform 
the  tests,  said  the  egg  isj 
-  p«f«£  fcsspBed 
and  gnbatched.  (Reuter) 
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Tahiti  court  ruling  on  Mururoa  confrontation  will  cost  anti-nuclear  campaigners  millions 


Greenpeace 
outraged  as 
French  keep 


seized  ships 


By  Roger  Maynard  in  Sydney  and  Our  Foreign  Staff 


GREENPEACE  last  night 
filed  an  appeal  against  a 
decision  by  a  French  Polyne¬ 
sian  court  to  allow  the  French 
Navy  to  keep  two  of  the 
environmental  group’s  ves¬ 
sels.  The  ships  were  seized 
during  the  anti-nuclear  pro¬ 
test  in  the  South  Pacific  in  the 


summer. 

The  court  in  Papeete,  Tahiti, 
ruled  that  both  Rainbow  War¬ 
rior  II  and  the  MV  Green¬ 
peace  should  remain  in  the 
possession  of  the  French  au¬ 
thorities.  as  well  as  a  helicop¬ 
ter  and  several  dinghies. 

The  decision  surprised  and 
angered  Greenpeace,  which 
had  been  under  the  impres¬ 
sion  that  the  vessels  would  be 
returned  after  the  completion 
of  the  current  French  nuclear 
test  programme- 

Yesterday  France  said  it 
would  end  its  controversial 
tests  at  Mururoa  atoll  before 
the  end  of  February,  “long 
before  the  date  initially  an¬ 
nounced  of  May  31.  1996”. 
Charles  Millon.  the  Defence 


Minister,  did  not  say  how 
many  tests  would  be  held 
before  then;  so  far  it  has 
conducted  four,  roughly  one  a 
month. 

M  Millon  told  the  French 
Senate,  during  a  discussion  of 
his  ministry’s  budget,  that  the 
first  four  underground  tests 
had  yielded  all  die  scientific 
and  technical  data  that  were 
expected.  But  by  setting  the 
end  of  February  as  the  final 
date,  he  appeared  to  leave 
open  the  possibility  of  seven 
tests. 

For  Greenpeace,  the  French 
legal  ruling  to  seize  the  ships 
represents  another  serious 
blow  to  its  campaign  against 
nuclear  testing  in  the  South 
Pacific. 

Jon  Walters,  of  Greenpeace 
Australia,  said:  “We  will  be 
pursuing  this  ail  the  way. 
France's  continued  illegal 
holding  of  the  Greenpeace 
ships  is  an  affront  to  the 
millions  of  supporters  world¬ 
wide  and  the  100,000  Austra¬ 
lians  who  have  financially 


Gingrich 
to  face 
financial 


Prison  fast 
in  Seoul 
by  former 


inquiry  President 


From  Martin  Fletcher 
IN  WASHINGTON 


From  Acence  France-Presse 
IN  SEOUL 


NEWT  GINGRICH,  em¬ 
broiled  in  a  budget  battle  with 
the  White  House,  faced  trou¬ 
ble  on  another  front  yesterday 
when  the  House  ethics  com¬ 
mittee  tentatively  agreed  to 
appoinr  an  independent  coun¬ 
sel  to  investigate  alleged  cam¬ 
paign  finance  violations. 

The  committee’s  five  Repub¬ 
licans  have  finally  capitulated 
to  Democrat  demands,  but  are 
still  fighting  to  limit  the  scope 
of  the  counsel’s  investigation. 

The  immediate  charge 
against  the  Speaker  is  that  he 
improperly  used  tax-deduct¬ 
ible  contributions  to  finance 
an  overtly  political  course  that 
was  beamed  by  satellite  to 
campuses  across  the  country. 
However,  Democrats  also 
want  the  special  counsel  to 
investigate  other  allegations, 
including  whether  Mr  Ging¬ 
rich  improperly  converted  the 
course  material  into  his  new 
book.  To  Renew  America. 

The  charges  are  a  distrac¬ 
tion  Mr  Gingrich  could  do 
without-  In  nine  days  the 
Government  will  shut  down 
for  a  second  time  unless  the 
Republican-dominated  Con: 
gress  and  the  White  House 
can  agree  how  to  balance  the 
budget  in  seven  years. 

President  Clinton  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  veto  the  Republi¬ 
cans’  planned  cuts  last  night 
and  is  expected  to  unveil  an 
alternative  as  early  as  today. 


THE  former  South  Korean 
President.  Chun  Doo  Hwan, 
has  launched  a  hunger  strike 
in  his  Seoul  prison  cell  his 
aides  said  yesterday,  as  the 
authorities  stepped  up  an 
investigation  into  his  rise  to 
power  16  years  ago. 

Mr  Chun  was  stunned  after 
he  was  imprisoned  on  Sun¬ 
day.  bitter  at  what  he  consid¬ 
ers  an  act  of  betrayal  by 
President  Kim. 

The  former  President,  who 
still  has  followers  in  the 
ruling  Democratic  liberal 
Party,  launched  the  hunger 
strike  after  Mr  Kim  broke  a 
premise  that  he  would  not  be 
punished  for  his  record,  his 
lawyer,  Lee  Yang  Woo,  said. 

He  has  also  challenged  Mr 
Kim,  a  former  dissident  to 
explain  how  he  could  punish 
his  two  predecessors  after 
allying  with  them  to  win  the 
1992  presidential  race.  Mr 
Chun’s  predecessor.  Roh  Tae 
Woo.  is  already  in  jail  on 
corruption  charges. 

Mr  Chun  is  charged  with 
heading  a  1979  coup  that 
triggered  a  pro-democracy  up¬ 
rising.  in  die  southern  city  of 
Kwangju,  which  was  bloodily 
repressed  with  the  deaths  of 
more  than  200  people. 

□  Name  change:  The  Demo¬ 
cratic  Liberal  Party  is  to  be 
known  as  the  New  Korea 
Party,  a  party  spokesman 
said.  (Reuter) 


Trust  AA  Shops 
to  come  to 
your  rescue  this 
Christmas 


Protesters 
reluctant 
to  tap  into 


reserves 


By  Oliver  August 


Crew  of  the  Rainbow  Warrior  FI  take  part  in  a  drill  in  their  dinghy  in  the  South  Pacific.  The  ship  was  seized  by  French  Navy  commandos 


supported  Greenpeace  during 
the  French  nuclear  testing 
campaign.”  He  added  that  it 
was  “an  absolute  outrage” 
that  France,  having  illegally 
seized  the  ships,  now  intended 
to  keep  them  illegally. 

Duncan  Currie,  a  Green¬ 
peace  International  lawyer, 
said:  “This  decision  is  a  tri¬ 


umph  of  brute  force  over  law. 
France  has  acted  like  an 
international  outlaw  in  its 
nuclear  testing  programme, 
as  well  as  in  its  efforts  to 
suppress  public  protest" 

The  loss  of  the  vessels  will 
cost  the  environmental  move¬ 
ment  millions  of  pounds.  Both 
ships,  which  were  towed  to 


Hao  atoll  in  the  South  Pacific 
after  being  seized  by  French 
commandos,  were  equipped 
with  expensive  communica¬ 
tions  equipment  and  fittings. 
Estimates  pul  the  value  of  the 
ships,  the  helicopter  and  the 
inflatable  dinghies  at  nearly 
E10  million. 

There  are  moves  underway 


to  sue  the  French  State 
through  the  Federal  Court  in 
Los  Angeles  over  the  seizure  of 
Manatea,  an  American- 
flagged  Greenpeace  vessel,  off 
Mururoa  atoll  this  year. 
Greenpeace  is  also  claiming 
damages  for  kidnapping,  false 
imprisonment  and  assault  of 
some  of  its  crew. 


It  is  not  known  what  will 
happen  to  the  two  vessels,  at 
present  anchored  off  Hao 
atoll.  But  with  the  cydane 
season  approaching,  both 
Rainbow  Warrior  il  and  MV 
Greenpeace  face  the  risk  of 
being  badly  damaged  by  dete¬ 
riorating  weather,  and  could 
aid  up  as  rusting  hulks.  . 


THE  loss  of  the  vessels  seized 
by  the  French  authorities  in 
Tahiti  is  a  serious  blow  to 
Greenpeace  finances,  the  org¬ 
anisation  said  yesterday.  >: 

Despite  being  one  of  die 
richest  global  environmental 
groups,  Greenpeace  will  find 
it  hard  to  raise  the  £10  million 
that  it  says  it  needs  to  replace 
and  refit  the  ships. 

Greenpeace  has  £47  millian 
in  international  reserve  funds, 
raised  from  membership  fees 
and  donations;  .  half1  the 
amount  comes  from  support¬ 
ers  in  Germany. .  .But-  the 
organisation  is  reluctant  to 
tap  into  these  funds  as  many 
members  and  donors,  who 
include  A1  Gore,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Vice-President,  and  the 
Grateful  Dead  rode  group, 
expect  their  money  to  "do 
some  good"  directly. 

The  latest  financial  setback 
comes  after  the  recent  funding 
problems  oyer  the  £13  million 
campaign  to  stop  Shell  dump¬ 
ing  its  Brent  Spar  oQ 
platform  at  sea. 

Greenpeace  has  recently  be¬ 
come  the  focus  of  public 
criticism  after  its  top  execu¬ 
tives  were  Sown  to  a  lavish 
Tunisian  holiday  dub  for  an 
annual  general  meeting. 
Among  the  items  on  the 
agenda  were  staff  cuts. 
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German  MPs  back  role 
for  troops  in  Bosnia 


From  Roger  Boyes  in  bonn  and  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 
THE  German  Army  was  yes- 

tprriav  oilnrn  tki  _ _  l:_L.  . 


fierday  given  the  green  light  to 
help  to  police  the  Bosnia  peace 
accord.  It  was  a  historic  deci¬ 
sion  for  the  German  parlia¬ 
ment.  provoking  a  serious 
split  m  the  Green  Party  and 
drawing  critidsm  about  the 
mission  from  more  than  100 
deputies. 

But  in  Washington.  Robert 
Dole,  the  Senate  majority 
leader,  unable  to  convince 
fellow  Republicans  that  Amer¬ 
ican  lives  should  be  risked  m 
Bosnia,  yesterday  faced  the 
humiliation  of  relying  on 
Democratic  support  in  Con¬ 
gress  to  ensure  support  for  the 
Nato  mission. 

Republican  colleagues  in 
the  Senate  have  forced  Mr 
Dole  to  postpone  by  at  least  a 
week  the  debate  on  a  resolu¬ 
tion  of  conditional  approval 
for  President  Clinton's  dis¬ 
patch  of  20,000  American 
troops  to  the  region  and  left 
him  at  odds  with  some  of  his 
most  trusted  allies. 

The  clear  Bundestag  major¬ 
ity  in  favour  of  a  Bosnian 
mission  —  by  543  to  107  — 
masked  the  anxiety  of  the 
German  political  establish¬ 
ment  which,  since  the  Second 
World  War,  has  adhered  to 
the  principle  that  its  troops 
should  not  serve  in  battle 
zones  outside  tbe  Nato  area. 

The  4,000  personnel,  who 
will  serve  in  the  British  sector, 
are  chiefly  medical  and  com¬ 
munications  staff,  but  1 


mentary  floor  leader,  Wolf¬ 
gang  Schauble.  was  quick  to 
remind  deputies  that  the  sol¬ 
diers  might  have  to  fight  in 
order  io  defend  their  mission. 

For  the  past  few  months,  die 
German  army  had  been  train¬ 
ing  in  the  Bavarian  mountains 
for  this  day  and  officers  in  the 
public  gallery  nodded  enthusi¬ 
astically  when  ministers  de¬ 
fended  their  new  role. 

The  opposition  had  previ¬ 
ously  managed  to  extract  a 
promise  that  not  a  single 
German  infantryman  would 
be  deployed  in  the  Balkans 
because  of  the  Third  Reich’s 
grim  record  in  the  region.  But 
slowly,  prodded  by  the  inter¬ 
national  community  and  sup¬ 
ported  by  a  ruling  from  the 
Constitutional  Court,  the 
Bonn  Government  revised  its 
position  and  is  now  closer 


the 


Christian  Democrats'  parUa- 


Schauble:  soldiers 
might  have  to  fight 


than  it  has  been  in  50  years  to 
having  a  frill  fighting  force  on 
a  foreign  battlefield. 

Tears  ran  down  the  faces  of 
some  Green  deputies  yester¬ 
day.  At  an  impassioned  party 
congress  at  the  weekend. 
Joschka  Fischer,  the  Green 
leader,  tried  to  persuade  the 
delegates  that  their  pacificism 
—  in  the  face  of  mass  murder 
of  civilians  —  was  no  longer 
tenable. 

Strong  voices  of  dissent 
from  some  of  Mr  Dole's 
closest  allies,  as  well  as  rivals 
for  the  Republican  presiden¬ 
tial  nomination,  came  as  Mr 
Clinton  sought  backing  for  the 
deployment  of  US  troops  from 
three  former  Presidents  and 
General  Colin  Powell,  the 
popular  former  Chairman  of 
the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff. 

The  53  Republican  senators 
remain  split  over  an  issue  that 
has  brought  strident  criticism 
from  many  of  their  constitu¬ 
ents.  who  believe  Bosnia  is 
Europe's  responsibility  and  of 
no  vital  American  national 
interest. 

Many  Republican  politi¬ 
cians  have  also  objected  to  Mr 
Dole's  insistence  that  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  be  responsible  for 
arming  and  training  the  Bos¬ 
nian  Muslims,  which  they  say 
conflicts  with  the  terms  of  the 
Dayton  accord,  due  to  be 
signed  in  Paris  on  December 
14.  A  splinter  group  of  two 
dozen  conservatives,  including 
Phil  Gramm,  the  Texas  sena¬ 
tor  who  is  Mr  Dole’s  leading 


rival  for  the  presidential  nomi¬ 
nation.  are  calling  for  a  chorus 
of  opposition  to  the  American 
deployment 

Although  this  is  unlikely  to 
prevent  final  backing  for  the 
resolution,  h  means  Mr  Dole 
will  rely  heavily  on  Democrat¬ 
ic  votes  at  a  time  when  rivals 
are  jostling  to  eject  him  as  the 
Republican  frontrunner  for 
the  White  House. 

While  Mr  Clinton  is  not 
required  to  gain  congressional 
consent  for  the  mission,  his 
Administration  is  eager  to 
secure  the  blessing  of  Capitol 
Hill  and,  with  it.  a  certain 
political  cover.  Mr  Clinton 
reinforced  his  message  yester¬ 
day.  saying  that  the  “peace 
would  fail”  and  “Nato  [be] 
shaken  to  its  core"  if  America 
did  not  take  part 
G  Paris:  President  Chirac 
yesterday  threatened  Serbia 
with  military  and  diplomatic 
retaliation  unless  two  French 
pilots,  believed  held  by  Bosni¬ 
an  Serbs,  were  released  safely. 

M  Chirac  telephoned  Presi¬ 
dent  Milosevic  and  warned 
him  that  if  the  two  pilots  were 
not  returned,  “France  will  be 
forced  to  draw  the  necessary 
conclusions",  a  statement  is¬ 
sued  by  the  French  President’s 
office  said. 

A  presidential  spokesman 
said  M  Chirac  had  bluntly 
told  the  Serbian  leader  that 
France  would  take  tough  mea¬ 
sures,  including  military  ac¬ 
tion.  against  Serbia  unless  the 
men  were  returned.  (AFP) 


A  US  Air  Force  sergeant  consoles  his  wife  as  he  prepares  to  leave  for  Bosnia 
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Disney  sued 
for  loss  of 


innocence 


From  Giles  Whjttell 

IN  LOS  ANGELES 


OF  ALL  the  dangers  children 
face  on  the  mean  streets  of 
Disneyland,  the  greatest  it 
seems,  is  to  be  forced  to  watch 
Mickey  Mouse  undress. 

In  a  lawsuit  filed  against 
die  Californian  theme  park,  a 
grandmother  is  seeking  un¬ 
specified  damages  for  the 
emotional  distress  inflicted  on 
her  three  grandchildren  when 
they  saw  Disney  characters 
removing  their  costumes. 

Billie  Jean  Malay,  5Z  along 
with  her  extended  family,  had 
just  been  robbed  at  gunpoint 
in  the  Disneyland  car  park. 
Her  grandchildren  were 
being  questioned  about  the 
valuables  they  bad  lost  when 
they  appear  to  have  lost  their 
innocence  as  wefl. 

They  were  exposed,  in  the 
words  of  the  lawsuit  “to  the 
reality  that  the  Disney  charac¬ 
ters  were,  in  fact  make- 
believe". 

The  suit  does  not  specify 
which  of  the  Disney  gallery  of 
human-scale  caricatures  were 
disrobing  at  the  time;  the 
roster  has  expanded  in  recent 
months  to  indude  baboons 
and  hyenas  based  on  charac¬ 
ters  in  The  Lion  King. 

Legal  action  against  Walt 
Disney  over  the  distress  of 
seeing  carefully  wrought  fan¬ 
tasies  collapse  is  not  unprece¬ 
dented.  In  1990  an  Idaho 
couple  reached  an  out-of- 
court  settlement  after  alleging 
their  children  bad  been 
traumatised  by  the  sight  of 
“cast  members"  carrying  their 
costumes’  detachable  heads. 


Mandela 
demand 
to  Nigeria 


Johannesburg:  Senior  offici¬ 
als  from  the  Organisation  of 
African  Unity  were  scheduled 
yesterday  to  meet  Nigeria’s 
military  ruler.  General  Sani 
Abacha,  and  demand  the  re¬ 
lease  of  political  prisoners,  the 
first  phase  of  President 
Mandela's  re-worked  initia¬ 
tive  to  restore  civilian  rule 
(Inigo  Gilmore  writes). 

Salim  Ahmed  Salim.  Secre 
tary-GeneraJ  of  the  OAU,  was 
charged  with  delivering  a 
message  from  Mr  Mandela 
calling  for  the  reopening  of 
dialogue,  stalled  since  the 
hanging  of  Ken  Saro-Wiwa. 

The  demands  include  re¬ 
lease  of  former  military  ruler 
General  Olusegun  Obasanjo, 
jailed  after  an  alleged  coup 
plot,  and  Chief  Moshood 
Abiola,  who  won  annulled 
presidential  elections. 


Crash  of  Baku 
plane  kills  49 


Baku:  A  Tul34  passenger 
aircraft  which  crashed  after 
take-off  in  southwest  Azerbai¬ 
jan  left  49  people  dead  and  33 
wounded,  airline  officials  said. 
The  aircraft  crashed  after  an 
engine  failed  on  Tuesday 
night  in  a  mountainous  area 
about  six  miles  from  the 
airport  in  Nakhichevan  on  a 
flight  to  the  capital.  Baku,  it 
was  the  second  air  crash  in  the 
country  in  less  than  a  week;  a 
Boeing  cargo  plane  crashed 
trying  to  land  at  Baku,  killing 
two  crew.  (AP) 


Tamil  Tigers 
reject  amnesty 


Colombo:  Sri  Lanka's  Tamil 
Tiger  separatists  yesterday 
dismissed  President  Bandara- 
naike  Kumaratunga’s  offer  of 
amnesty  for  those  who  lay 
down  their  arms,  saying  they 
did  not  wish  to  submit  to 
domination  by  the  army.  Law¬ 
rence  Thilakar,  Paris-based 
spokesman  for  the  Liberation 
Tigers  of  Tamil  Eelam,  said 
the  rebels  had  no  choice  but  to 
“continue  with  the  resistance 
against  military  occupation” 
of  the  northern  rebel  strong 
hold  of  Jaffna.  (Reuter) 


Papandreou 

tracheotomy 


Athens:  The  condition  of 
Andreas  Papandreou.  the 
Greek  Prime  Minister,  has 
unproved  slightly,  according 
to  doctors  at  "the  Onassis 
Cardiac  Hospital.  His  kidneys 
are  showing  signs  of  recovery 
although  he  continues  to  need 
dialysis,  and  medical  staff 
decided  yesterday  to  go  ahead 
with  a  tracheotomy  to  ease  his 
breathing.  But  the  daily  bulle¬ 
tin  on  the  Sodlaist  leader,  76. 
said  he  was  still  critically  ill. 


Punjab  bomb 
injures  22 


Ludhiana:  At  least  22  people 
were  hurt  when  a  powerful 
bomb  exploded  in  a  market¬ 
place  in  this  northern  town  in 
Punjab.  The  state  has  been 
troubled  by  rebel  Sikhs  fight¬ 
ing  for  a  separate  Khali stan 
homeland.  No  group  claimed 
responsibility  for  the  blast 
yesterday.  (Reuter) 
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Unions  step  up  war  on 
Juppe’s  welfare  cuts 


From  Ben  Macintyre  in  paIus 


STUDENTS,  teachers  and 
public-sector  unions  will  take 
to  the  streets  of  France  again 
today  in  what  may  be  the 
fiercest  challenge  so  far  to  the 
Government  erf  Alain  Juppe, 
the  Prime  Minister. 

Battle-lines  in  the  escalating 
labour  dispute  hardened  yes¬ 
terday  as  President  Chirac 
pledged  his  support  for  wel¬ 
fare  reforms.  The  unions,  in 
turn,  accused  M  Jupp6  of 
stonewalling  and  vowed  to 
step  up  their  action  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  changes. 

Teachers,  airline  staff  and 
hospi’al  workers  are  today 
otpec.ed  to  answer  the  re¬ 
newed  call  for  strikes,  as  a 
devastating  public  transport 
stoppage  readies  its  14th 
successive  day. 

Striking  students  held  meet¬ 
ings  with  union  leaders  on 
Tuesday  night  and  agreed  to 
coordinate  mass  demonstra¬ 
tions  today  in  Paris  and  other 
French  cities. 

“We  will  relaunch  the  pro¬ 
tests.”  Marc  Blonde!,  leader  of 
the  powerful  Force  Ouvri6re 
union,  said  yesterday.  “Many 
organisations  will  join  tomor¬ 
row’s  strike,  especially  school¬ 
teachers  and  public  sector 
unions."  More  than  half  a 
million  people  demonstrated 


across  the  country  on  Tuesday 
and  the  response  to  today’s 
call  for  strikes  and  rallies  will 
be  a  critical  measure  of  wheth¬ 
er  the  protest  is  dwindling, 
static  or,  as  its  leaders  claim, 
gaining  momentum,  “This 
wfll  make  Tuesdays  demon¬ 
strations  look  puny.”  Olivia’ 
Frtaysse,  a  Force  Ouvri&re 
official,  predicted. 

On  Tuesday  night  the  Prime 
Minister  told  the  nation  he 
would  stand  by  his  welfare 
reform  package,  while  adding 
that  he  was  prepared  to  con¬ 
sult  unions  over  the  volatile 
issue  of  rivfl  service  pensions. 


Blondel:  support  from 
teachers  expected  today 


Most  unions  have  reacted 
furiously  to  M  Juppe’s  stand. 
Force  Ouvrtere  and  the  Com¬ 
munist-led  CGT  called  for 
renewed  strike  action  and 
protests. 

While  the  Prime  Minister 
has  talked  of  “dialogue"  and 
“consultation”,  he  has  studi¬ 
ously  avoided  suggesting  that 
he  is  prepared  to  haggle  over 
the  main  planks  of  his  plan  to 
overhaul  the  social  security 
system  and  reduce  deficits  in 
time  for  monetary  union. 

“Juppfchas  made  an  offer  of 
discussions  which  have  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  negotiations,” 
the  CGT  said  in  a  statement, 
after  adding  its  voice  to  today’s 
strike  call.  “We  cannot i 
ate  reforms."  Jacques  Tout 
the  Justice  Minister,  said. 

In  a  Cabinet  meeting  yester¬ 
day,  M  Chirac  praised  M 
Juppfefor  standing  up  to  union 
pressure  and  expressed  his 
“full  support  for  the  position 
laid  out  by  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter”.  As  he  prepared  to  fly  to 
Baden-Baden  for  today's  Fran¬ 
co-German  summit  M  Chirac 
faced  a  new  negative  opinion 
potL  The  latest  survey,  pub¬ 
lished  on  Tuesday,  gave  the 
President  an  approval  rating 
of  28  per  cent  a  new  low.  As 
both  sides  entrenched  their 


positions,  the  battle  turned 
uglier.  Defending  his  welfare 
plan  before  parliament  M 
Juppfi  accused  his  detractors, 
of  lies  and  demagoguery  and 
for  the  first  time  serious 
violence  erupted  in  the  streets. 

Alter  mass  demonstrations, 
youths  in  Paris,  Nantes  and 
Montpellier  fought  running 
battles  with  riot  police,  burn¬ 
ing  cars,  smashing  windows 
and  hurling  stones.  In  a 
suburb  of  Paris,  a  man  drove 
his  car  into  protesting  school 
students. 

The  students,  striking  over 
demands  for  additional  fund¬ 
ing,  may  be  the  linchpin  of  die 
dispute.  Government  sources 
say  privately  that,  if  they  can 
be  placated,  the  heart  will  go 
out  of  the  protest,  but  if  fresh 
violence  erupts  at  todays  Tal¬ 
lies  die  entire  movement  may 
be  inflamed. 

Cracks  are  emerging 
among  the  protesters.  Force 
Ouvrfere  and  the  CGT  have 
called  for  the  scrapping  of  the 
Jupp6  plan,  but  Nicole  Notat 
head  of  the  moderate  CFDT, 
the  largest  union,  welcomed 
the  opportunity  to  discuss 
welfare  changes. 

Nanny  Slate,  page  17 

Travel  news,  page  23 


A  cyclist  in  Paris  plans  a  route  through  the  traffic  jams 


If  you  had  taken  out  a  TESSA  with  the 
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Embassy  staff 
.check  in  for 
the  duration 


Many  Parisians 
stranded  fay  the 
French  transport 
strike-have  taken  to  sfeep- 
ing  at  their  places  of  work,  a 
^distinc%unpleasant  pros¬ 
pect  unless  you  - happen  to 
be  employed  fay  the  British 
Embassy. 

Reflecting  the  true  spirit 
of  the  Blitz,  Sir  Christopher 
Mallaby,  Britain's  Ambas¬ 
sador,  has  offered  to  put  up 
in  bis  sumptuous  official 
residence  those  embassy 
staff  who  cannot  get  home. 

The  Hfltel  de  Charost  on 
the  Rue  du  Faubourg  Saint 
Honorii,  built  in  1722,  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  in  1814  and  one . 
of  the  moSc  elegant  build¬ 
ings  in  (he.rity,  is  no 
.  ordinary  boarding  house 
The  chandeliers  are  unri¬ 
valled,  room  service  wear 
epaulettes  and  the  wine 
cellar  is  the  envy  of  the 
diplomatic  corps. 

Several  of  the  embassy 
staff  unable  or  unwilling  to 
struggle  home  through  the 
vast  traffic  jams  paralysing 
die  city,  have  taken  up  the 
offer  to  slum  it  in  the  am¬ 
bassador’s  residence,  where 
one  of  tfae  principal  attrac¬ 
tions  is  a  mirror  belonging 
to  Pauline  Borghese,  Napo¬ 
leon's  sister,  who  lived 
there  beforfe  Wellington. 
She  had  become  somewhat 
stout  and  had  the  distorted 
mirror  designed  to  make 
her  appear  more  svelte.  You 
cannot  find  the  Him  at  the 
Holiday  Inn. 

The  embassy  held  out 
during  the  Prussian  siege 
of  1870  and  the  German 
occupation,  and  staff  are 
well  trained  in  turning 
away  uninvited  guests.  In 
1944,  a  Nazi  officer  knocked 
on  the  door  and  demanded 
die  keys  to  the  residence  in 
the  name  of  Goering.  He 
was  bluntly  informed  by 
loyal  French  servants  of  the 
Crown  that  the  building 
belonged  to  Britain  and  the 
door  was  shut  in  his  face. 
He  never  came  bade  . 

The  spirit  of  co-opera¬ 
tion  in  these  strike- 
battered  times-  only 
goes  so  far.  A  cash.  o£- 
bicyde-muggingsha^  beep 
reported,  apparently  faji. 


pedestrians  who  cannot 
lake  the  strain  of  walking  to 
work  any  longer  and  am- 
ply  appropriate  the  first  set 
of  wheels  they  see,  regard¬ 
less  of  whether  someone  is 
already  aboard. 

Similarly,  motorists  have 
been  encouraged  to  pick  up 
hjtcb-hikers.  but  sometimes 
with  unhappy  results.  Lib¬ 
eration  reported  the case  of 
a  Mite  Ariette,  whopidtfid 
up  a  hitcher  on  the 
Gbamps-Elystes,  only  to 
find  that  her  passenger  had 
a  rather  extreme  notion  of 
sharing. 

At  every  red  light  the 
passenger  invited  more  pe¬ 
destrians  to  dimb  aboard, 
with  cries  of  “Come  on. 
there’s  1ms  of  room!" 

The  atmosphere  inside 
the  car  became  rather  tense 
and  after  a  very  few  mites 
the  hitch-hikers  found 
themselves  back  on  the 
pavement 

Parking  in  Fans  was 
always  open  to  indi¬ 
vidual  interpreta¬ 
tion.  but  since  most 
restrictions  were  lifted,  mo¬ 
torists  have  taken  to  leaving 
their  cars  wherever  they, 
want  sideways  In  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  street,  on  bridges 
and  even  on  the  steps  of  the 
Optra. 

With  Paris  transformed 
into  one  enormous  car 
park,  it  has  become  almost 
impossible  to  teO  where  the 
traffic  jams  end  and  the 
parked  cars  begin. 

Parisians  have  started  to 
stockpile  basic  com-, 
modifies,  tat  as  the  season 
of  goodwill  .approaches 
with  a  distinct  lade 1  of 
it  in  the  air,  sales  of  tradi¬ 
tional  French  Christmas 
fare  such  .  as  foie  gras, 
truffles  and  snails  have 
dropped  sharply.  Their  pro¬ 
ducers  fear  -that  if  die  - 
strikes  persist  they  may 
have  to  lay  off  staff. 

. But  these  are  revohition- 

ary  times,  and  as  Marie  _ 
AxrtoinelteifciighthavC  said: : 
“Let  them  mafaecake".  ' 


Save  up  to  30%  on 
your  home  insurance 


28  28  20 


^  fa 


if  Guardian  d 

f Direct 
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Military  historian  who  put  Bolshevik  era’s  leaders  in  the  dock  dies  at  67 


Volkogonovr  Lenin  was 
“like  the  DevQ” 


From  Richard  Beeston 

IN  MOSCOW 

RUSSIA’S  unruly  parliament  stood 
tn  silence  yesterday  to  pay  its  last 
respects  to  General  Dmitri  Vofko- 
gonov.  the  liberal  parliamentarian, 
army  officer  and  Russia's  best 
known  historian,  who  died  on 
Tuesday  night  in  Moscow. 

In^  a  message  to  the  family. 
President  Yeltsin  praised  the 
general’s  service  to  Russia  and 
credited  him  with  playing  a  leading 
role  in  starting  the  country’s  demo¬ 
cratic  reform  process. 

General  Volkogonov.  67.  died 
after  a  long  battle  against  cancer 


but  not  before  he  had  achieved  his 
ambition  of  completing  an  entire 
history  of  the  Soviet  Union  seen 
through  the  eyes  of  its  main  leaders 
from  Lenin  to  Gorbachev.  The 
work,  which  is  expected  to  be 
published  in  the  new  year,  is  the 
culmination  of  an  extraordinary 
career,  first  as  a  committed  Marx- 
ist-Lenlnist  serving  in  the  Soviet 
Army,  and  later  as  a  dedicated  anti¬ 
communist  who  exposed  the  worst 
atrocities  of  die  Bolshevik  regime. 

In  one  of  die  last  interviews  be 
gave  before  his  death,  the  former 
army  officer  looked  back  with  some 
sense  of  accomplishment  on  his  life, 
but  also  foreboding  that  the  Com¬ 


munists  he  helped  to  defeat  may  be 
returning  to  power.  “History  has 
literally  led  me  to  a  complete  denial 
of  all  that  1  had  been  praying  for 
my  whole  life,”  the  historian  told 
The  New  York  Times  this  summer. 
“The  only  thing  1  can  be  proud  of — 
the  greatest  merit  of  my  life  —  is 
that  I  was  able  to  alter  fundamen¬ 
tally  my  views,”  he  said.  "I  fed  very 
happy  that  by  the  end  of  my  life  1 
have  freed  myself  from  this  horri¬ 
ble  nightmare,  this  primitivism .* 
General  Volkogonov.  who  was 
raised  as  an  orphan  after  his  father 
was  shot  and  hfe  mother  sent  to  the 
camps  under  Stalin,  first  openly 
challenged  the  State  in  19S3  when 


he  completed  a  devastating  biogra¬ 
phy  of  Stalin.  Using  his  position  as 
head  of  die  Institute  of  Military 
History,  the  writer  drew  on  secret 
archives  which,  for  the  first  time  in 
Russia,  exposed  the  enormity  of 
Stalin's  crimes.  Although  the  book 
was  suppressed  by  the  Communist 
Central  Committee  and  only  pub¬ 
lished  in  1988  after  Gorbachev  had 
come  to  power,  the  general  had  by 
then  already  started  work  on 
another  sensational  project,  a  biog¬ 
raphy  aiming  to  explode  the  myths 
about  Lenin. 

The  book,  which  is  still  de¬ 
nounced  by  Russia's  Communists 
as  a  heretical  tract  and  banned  in 


some  hardline  provinces,  is  widely 
regarded  as  his  best  work-  “Lenin 
was  the  Antichrist,  more  like  the 
Devil.  ”  General  Volkogonov  once 
remarked  about  the  father  of  die 
Soviet  Union.  “All  Russia's  troubles 
stemmed  from  Lenin.” 

In  his  latest  work.  Seven  Lmders, 
the  writer  again  takes  a  swipe  at  the 
Soviet  leadership,  recording  some 
intriguing  historical  tidbits.  For 
instance,  Stalin  had  been  plotting 
die  assassination  of  Tito,  (he  Yugo¬ 
slav  leader,  but  died  himself  before 
tiie  order  was  carried  out  He 
reveals  how  Leonid  Brezhnev  kept 
a  fascinating  but  “absolutely  illiter¬ 
ate”  diary  during  his  25  years  in 


power,  detailing  his  obsession  with 
fast  cars,  guns  and  self-appointed 
medals.  When  Konstantin  Chern¬ 
enko  died,  his  aides  discovered 
among  his  personal  effects  a  strong¬ 
box  staffed  with  cash. 

Aside  from  his  historical  work. 
General  Volkogonov  has  also  had 
an  active  political  life,  first  as  a 
propaganda  chief  for  the  Soviet 
Army,  later  as  a  key  aide  to 
President  Yeltsin.  He  oversaw  the 
abolition  of  Communist  Party  con¬ 
trol  over  the  army,  and  more 
recently  headed  a  commission  help¬ 
ing  to  locate  PoWs  and  MIAs  from 
the  Second  World  War  to  the 
conflict  in  Chechenia. 


# 


Liberals’  quarrel 
boosts  chance  of 
early  German  poll 


HELMUT  KOHL,  eager  to 
present  himself  as  a  European 
anchor  during  the  French 
crisis,  was  facing  trouble  yes¬ 
terday  within  his  own  Cabinet 
and  tiie  real  prospect  that  he 
may  soon  lose  his  liberal 
partner  in  government,  the 
small,  sickly  Free  Democrats. 

Party  sources  say  it  is  now 
certain  that  Gunter  Rexrodt 
the  Free  Democrat  Economics 
Minister,  will  resign.  Herr 
Rexrodt,  furious  at  the  way  he 
has  been  pushed  aside  by  his 
own  party  colleagues,  argued 
bitterly  yesterday  during  an 
extended  session  of  his  party 
executive.  The  only  open  ques¬ 
tion  at  the  end  was  the  timing 
of  his  resignation. 

It  is  likely  to  crane  before 
Christmas.  Another  Roe 
Democrat  member  of  the  Cab¬ 
inet,  the  Justice  Minister.  Sab¬ 
ine  Leutheusser-Schnarren- 
berger,  is  expected  to  go;  of  the 
three  Free  Democrats  in  Herr 
Kohl’s  Cabinet,  only  the  for¬ 
eign  Minister,  Klaus  Kinkd, 
seems  set  to  stay  beyond 
Christmas. 

The  reason  is  dear  enough. 
In  March  there  are  three 
crucial  regional  elections,  and 
the  FVee  Democrats  have  to 
present  a  more  forceful  image 
if  they  are  to  stay  in  power.  If 


From  Roger  Boyes  in  bonn 

they  collapse,  their  position  in 
Herr  Kohl’s  Government  will 
be  fatally  weakared. 

The  left-wing  faction  of  the 
Flnee  Democrats,  unofficially 
led  by  the  outgoing  Justice 
Minister,  may  well  then  try  to 
take  the  party  out  of  the 
Government  and  make  com¬ 
mon  cause  with  the  Social 
Democrats  in  the  hope  of 
winning  new  voters  before  the 
October  1998  general  election. 

Herr  Kohl's  party  manag¬ 
ers,  though  not  tiie  Chancellor 
himself,  have  responded  by 
threatening  to  engineer  an 
early  election  nexr  spring. 
Latest  opinion  polls  suggest 
that  tiie  Christian  Democrats 
might  just  win  an  absolute 
majority  in  a  premature  gen¬ 
eral  election  —  and  that  tiie 
Free  Democrats  would  drop 
out  of  parliament  altogether. 

There  is  one  added  attrac¬ 
tion  of  early  elections:  the 
subsequent  round  of  voting 
would  have  to  be  held  rally  in 
2000,  not  in  1998,  which  would 
allow  the  Chancellor  to  go  to 
the  country  unencumbered  by 
the  explosive  issue  of  Euro¬ 
pean  monetaty  union  and  give 
him  more  time  to  groom  a 
successor. 

The  replacement  of  the  Free 
Democrat  ministers  is  thus 


part  of  a  complex  calculation. 
The  most  likefy  candidate  for 
Economics  Minister  is  Count 
Hermann  Otto  Solms.  a 
sharp-edged  committed  mar¬ 
ket  liberal.  However,  tiie  real 
power  is  still  held  by  Theo 
Waigel,  the  Finance  Minister, 
who  is  the  single  most  decisive 
voice,  after  Herr  Kohl,  on 
monetary  union,  and  indeed 
on  many  other  European  is¬ 
sues.  Not  everybody  in  the 
Christian  Democratic  Union 
of  Herr  Kohl  is  happy  about 
this,  and  there  may  be  an 
attempt  to  snatch  the  econom¬ 
ics  portfolio  from  the  Free 
Democrats. 

Certainly  the  unspoken  eti¬ 
quette  of  political  in-fighting, 
established  during  13  years  of 
Herr  Kohl’s  rule,  is  being 
rewritten.  The  tenure  of  the 
German  leader  may  well  be 
approaching  its  dose,  and  he 
is  increasingly  bored  with 
domestic  quarrels. 

The  Chancellor's  priorities 
are  to  save  his  European 
project  and  secure  the  re- 
election  of  tiie  Christian  Dem¬ 
ocrats.  But  the  weakness  of 
France  seems  to  be  threaten¬ 
ing  the  first  goal,  and  the 
weakness  of  the  Free  Demo¬ 
crats  is  jeopardising  the 
second. 


Helmut  Kohl  and  Gunter  Rexrodt  who  is  expected  to  resign  as  Economics  Minister,  in  the  Bonn  parliament  yesterday 


Paris  and  Bonn  paper  over  the  cracks 


By  Roger  Boras 

iERMANY  and  France  today 
in  draw  up  a  letter  setting 
nt  their  vision  of  the  future  of 
urope,  which  will  emphasise 
le  commitment- of  both  to  a 
range  in  EU  voting. 

Helmut  Kohl  and  President 
hirac  are  due  to  meet  in 
aden  Baden  for  an  unusually 
dl  prepared  bilateral  summ- 
that  is  supposed  to  paper 
rer  the  many  differences 
etween  Paris  and  Brain. 
Diplomats  said  the  letter 
ouki  be  sent  to  Prime  Minis- 
r  Felipe  Gonz&lez  of  Spain, 
hich  currently  holds  tiie  EU 
residency  and  would  try  to 
assert  France  and  Genna- 
/’s  claim  to  be  the  motor  of 


European  integration.  -  A 
French  government  spokes¬ 
man  yesterday  said  die  Baden 
Baden  meeting  would  be  “par¬ 
ticularly  positive". 

The  summiteers  are  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  clutch  of  ministers 
who  will  try  to  break  the 
deadlock  on  issues  such  as 
energy  liberalisation  and  the 
Europol  police  network,  but 
tiie  main  aim  is  to  dose  ranks 
before  next  week’s  Madrid 
European  summit  and  the 
inter-governmental  confer¬ 
ence  next  year.  To  that  end  tiie 
two  leaders  have  developed 
selected  extracts  from  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  so-called  reflection 
group,  which  this  week  set  out 
the  scope  for  institutional 
change  in  Europe. 


The  broadest  plank  of  agree¬ 
ment  seems  to  be  on  the 
increased  use  of  majority  vot¬ 
ing.  In  an  interview  last  week, 
France's  Minister  for  Europe. 
Michel  Banner,  said:  “We  are 
very  open  to  majority  voting  in 
virtually  all  areas  ...I  do  not 
see  how  we  can  enlarge  tiie 
European  Union  without 
changing  the  way  we  vote-” 

The  Baden  Baden  letter  is 
clearly  destined  to  upset  Brit¬ 
ain.  since  London  is  set 
against  any  extension  of  ma¬ 
jority  voting.  A  German  offi¬ 
cial  hinted  yesterday  that  the 
two  leaders  would  consider 
ways  of  building  bridges  with 
Britain  to  ensure  that  it  was 
not  entirely  isolated. 

“We  do  not  need  another 


Margaret  Thatcher-like  cri¬ 
sis,”  said  the  official.  “There  is 
common  ground  with  Britain 
on  some  issues  which  cannot 
be  neglected  if  we  are  to  make 
a  success  of  the  IGG" 

One  approach  is  a  reform 
allowing  several  EU  members 
to  take  on  foreign  or  military 
initiatives  and  discuss  it 
broadly  within  the  Union.  The 
actions  could  then  be  dothed 
as  a  European  initiative.  It  is 
thought  that  Britain  might  be 
interested,  since  that  would 
fall  some  way  short  of  the 
feared  integration  of  tiie  West¬ 
ern  European  Union  into  the 
European  Union. 
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Uganda  threat  raises 
risk  of  war  with  Sudan 

From  Sam  Kjley  in  Nairobi 


Troops  bum 
villages 

Harare:  XpniMiin  paramilitary 

police  were  deployed  to  restore 
order  to  a  district  in  the 
northern  Copperbeit  province 
after  troops  set  fire  to  ten 
villages,  tiding  two  people,  to 
avenge  the  death  of  a  soldier 
lolled  by  civilians  in  an  earlier 
brawl  (Jan  Raath  writes). 

Police  said  yesterday  that 
another  30  people  were  being 
treated  for  bayonet  woands 
inflicted  by  sane  of  the  300 
soldiers  from  the  Lahnngi  train¬ 
ing  camp  near  the  town  of 
Kapiri  MposfaL  They  also  de¬ 
stroyed  crops  and  left  2JM0  huts 
blaring  on  Monday  night  One 
civilian  was  burnt  to  death  after 
being  trapped  in  his  but 


PRESIDENT  Museveni  yes¬ 
terday  brought  Uganda  closer 
to  open  war  with  the  Arab- 
dominated  regime  in  neigh¬ 
bouring  Sudan  after  he 
threatened  to  launch  comman¬ 
do  against  “Christian"  rebels 
launching  incursions  into 
Uganda. 

Mr  Museveni,  a  former 
guerrilla  leader,  demanded 
that  Khartoum's  Islamic  re¬ 
gime  disband  the  rebels  from 
the  Lord's  Resistance  Army 
(LRA).  and  that  they  be  ex¬ 
pelled  from  Sudan. 

“If  they  do  not  do  so . . .  and 
if  they  again  send  criminals  to 


kill  villagers  in  northern 
Uganda  or  plant  mines,  we 
may  be  forced  to  launch 
commando  raids  into  south¬ 
ern  Sudan  to  deal  with  those 
bandits.”  Mr  Museveni  said. 

His  public  threats  brought 
Kampala  and  Khartoum  clos¬ 
er  to  ending  the  praty  war 
they  have  been  fighting  in 
southern  Sudan  since  Octo¬ 
ber.  and  may  signal  that  an 
alliance  of  Sudan's  southern 
and  eastern  neighbours 
against  the  Islamic  regime 
may  soon  go  on  a  war  footing, 
with  the  secret  encouragement 
of  Britain  and  America. 


Labour 
rescues 
deal  with 
Turkey 

By  Phi  up  Webster 

POLITICAL  EDITOR 

A  CUSTOMS  deal  between 
the  European  Union  and  Tur¬ 
key  looked  inevitable  last 
night  after  Tony  Blair  helped 
to  persuade  European  Social¬ 
ists  to  drop  their  opposition. 

In  what  officials  in  London 
were  hailing  as  the  Labour 
leader's  first  big  diplomatic 
venture,  he  encouraged  Lab¬ 
our  MEPs  and  others  in  the 
Socialist  group  in  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Parliament  to  allow 
through  an  agreement  which 
is  an  essential  precondition  to 
Turkey's  eventual  member¬ 
ship  of  the  EU. 

Mr  Blair  intervened  after  a 
personal  appeal  from  Presi¬ 
dent  Chirac  of  France,  senior 
figures  in  the  American  Ad¬ 
ministration  and  Tansu  Ciller, 
the  TUrltish  Prime  Minister. 
The  customs  union,  raving 
TUrkey  preferential  tariffs  and 
a  much  better  trade  deal  with 
the  EU.  has  been  approved  by 
the  European  Council  of 
Ministers. 

However,  there  was  a  seri¬ 
ous  threat  that  it  would  be 
rejected  by  the  European  Par¬ 
liament,  which  has  to  ratify  it 
because  of  objections  in  the 
dominant  Socialist  group  over 
Turkey’s  human  rights  record  - 
and  its  hardline  treatment  of 
its  Kurdish  minority.  Labour’s  - 
62  MEPS  make  up  tiie  largest 
contingent  in  the  217  strong 
Socialist  group. 

MEPS  are  to  vote  on  the 
trade  agreement  next  Wednes¬ 
day  and  with  yesterday's  deci¬ 
sion  it  will  now  go  through.  It 
will  give  Turkey  the  closest 
ties  to  tiie  EU  of  any  non¬ 
member  state. 

M  Chirac,  senior  State  De¬ 
partment  officials  and  Mrs 
Ciller  told  Mr  Blair  that  if  tiie 
deal  did  not  go  ahead  it  would 
play  into  tiie  hands  of  Tur¬ 
key's  growing  Islamic  funda¬ 
mentalist  opposition  and  it 
might  encourage  the  country 
to  turn  its  bade  on  the  West 
Mr  Blair  sent  Robin  Cook, 
the  Shadow  Foreign  Secre¬ 
tary,  to  Brussels  for  two  meet¬ 
ings  with  tiie  MEPs  after 
winning  assurances  from  Mrs 
Ciller  that  the  TUrkish  Gov¬ 
ernment  would  step  up  its 
human  and  democratic  rights 
reforms,  and  not  stand  in  the 
way  of  the  entry  of  Cyprus  into 
theEU. 
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Joint  pains  □  Swim  danger  □  Mind  your  head 


Dog  and  bone  disease 


IF  THE  And  rex  puppy  limped 
across  the  floor  as  it  chased  the 
unravelling  roll,  it  could  spoil 
the  advertisement,  but  it  would 
not  be  particularly  surprising. 
Dogs,  particularly  retrievers, 
can  suffer  dysplasia  of  the  hip. 
Less  well  known  is  another 
cause  of  a  limp  in  puppies,  the 
orthopaedic  disease,  osteo¬ 
chondrosis. 

In  this  disease  the  cartilage 
covering  the  ends  of  the  bone  in 
the  joints  of  some  of  the  larger 
breeds  of  dogs  can  become 
flaky,  so  that  the  articular 
surface  is  worn  and  patchy. 
Within  a  year  or  two  the  dog  is 
crippled  by  osteoarthritis.  Dr 


MEDICAL 

BRIEFING 


Dr  Thomas 
Stuttaford 


Susan  Guthrie,  formerly  lecturer  in  ortho¬ 
paedics  at  the  Royal  Veterinary  College,  is 
publicising  the  problem,  so  as  to  encourage 
the  screening  of  those  breeds  which  are 
liable  to  it.  Dr  Guthrie  hopes  that  once 
diagnosed  the  dogs  will  not  be  used  for 
breeding. 

Although  osteochondrosis  is  relatively 
more  common  in  people  than  dogs,  and 
other  animals,  it  is  even  less  well  known  in 
humans  than  it  is  in  veterinary  medicine. 

There  are  minor  differences  in  the  form  the 
osteochondrosis  takes  in  humans:  there  is  no 
obvious  genetic  link,  but  it  can  be  equally 
disabling.  The  disease  is  a  non-inflamma- 
tory,  non-infectious  disruption  of  the  carti¬ 
laginous  epiphyseal  plates  which  are  the 
sensitive  growing  areas  at  the  ends  of  the 
bone.  Possibly  ihe  damage  stems  from  an 
interruption  to  the  blood  supply  to  tfae 
epiphyses. 

The  effect  of  the  disease  is  to  soften  the 


ends  of  the  bone  so  that  they 
become  distorted  by  die  ordi¬ 
nary  movements  of  the  joint  and 
the  weight  of  the  body.  In  a  ball- 
and-socket  joint,  the  ball  loses 
its  curvaceous  outline  so  that  it 
no  longer  sits  snugly  into  the 
socket  with  the  result  that  the 
joint  is  subjected  to  uneven 
wear  and  the  shiny  articular 
surface  soon  becomes  eroded. 

As  with  the  puppy,  so  with  the 
child:  osteoarthritis  occurs  in 
early  adult  life  and  joint  replace¬ 
ment  may  become  necessary.  In 
children,  the  hip  joint  can  be 
damaged  by  osteochondrosis. 
The  condition,  known  as 
Perthes  disease,  attacks  boys 


more  often  than  girls,  and  usually  starts  at 
primary  school  age.  The  symptoms  progress 
insidiously,  with  the  child  complaining  of 
increasing  tenderness  over  the  hip  and  pain 
on  movement  This  pain  may  be  referred  to 
tbe  knee.  The  patient  develops  a  progressive¬ 
ly  worse  limp. 

After  some  years,  the  bone  hardens  up  and 
if  weight  has  been  kept  off  it  the  final  shape 
of  the  end  of  the  bone  may  not  predude  a 
functioning  joint  It  no  effort  has  been  made 
to  spare  it— by  the  use  of  traction,  slings  and 
increased  rest  —  its  abnormal  moulding  will 
cause  lasting  disability. 

The  spinal  joints  are  those  most  commonly 
affected  by  osteochondrosis.  The  affliction 
known  as  Scheuermann's  disease  is  a 
frequent  cause  of  round  shoulders  in 
adolescence  and  arthritis  of  the  spine  in 
middle  age.  Osgood  .Schlatter's  disease 
describes  a  similar  condition  which  attacks 
the  knees. 


Perils  of  taking 
the  plunge 


IN  THE  film  and  the  book 
The  Go-Berween.  the  lusty 
young  farmer  habitually 
stripped  off  and  swam  in  the 
small  lake  in  the  park  of  the 
grand  house. 

It  was  a  hot  summer  and 
the  fanner,  refreshed  after  a 


heavy  day  in  the  harvest  field,  then  felt  fit  to 
go  and  play  cricket  or  continue  with  his 
seduction  of  the  squire’s  daughter.  So  much 
for  fiction. 

In  reality,  according  to  a  report  in  the 
British  Medical  Journal  by  a  team  of 
research  doctors  from  the  National  Institute 
of  Public  Health  and  Environmental  Protec¬ 
tion  in  Bilthoven,  in  The  Netherlands,  the 
farmer  would  have  been  very  likely  to  have 
developed  Otitis  externa,  an  unpleasantly 
itchy  and  discharging  ear. 

Swimming  in  stagnant  lakes  in  hot 
weather  is  a  sure  way  of  infecting  the  external 
ear  canal,  as  well  as  the  lobes  and  outer  ear, 
with  the  bacteria  Pseudomonas  aeruginosa. 
The  more  often  somebody  swims  in  the  water, 
the  greater  the  risk. 


Recurrent  risk 


after  skull  injury 


LAST  WEEKEND,  Princess 
Michael  of  Kent  was  taken  to 
her  local  hospital  after  suffer¬ 
ing  concussion  in  a  hunting 
accident  The  Princess,  like 
other  patients  who  have  been 
seen  in  hospital  with  minor 
head  injuries,  will  have  been 
advised  on  being  discharged  to  return  should 
she  develop  vomiting,  a  severe  headache, 
unusual  drowsiness,  limb  weakness  or 
convulsions. 

The  British  Medical  Journal  reports  on 
research  by  three  South  African  doctors  who 
have  analysed  the  cause  of  any  symptom 
which  prompted  re-attendance  at  the  hospital 
after  a  head  injury,  and  have  found  that  in  an 
alarming  14  per  cent  of  cases  there  is  a 
serious,  life-threatening  reason  for  the  return. 

The  authors  suggest  that  when  possible,  ail 
reaitenders  should  be  scanned  If  a  scan  is 
not  possible,  any  patient  who  can  be  shown  to 
have  a  fracture  of  the  skull,  has  had  a 
penetrating  head  injury  or  any  specific  sign  of 
brain  damage  or  loss  of  consciousness  should 
be  seen  by  a  neurosurgeon. 


can  now 
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hildren 
who  are  small 
for  their  age 
need  not  have  to 
take  growth- 
promoting 
drugs,  says 
Dr  Trisha 
Greenhalgh 


SAM  IS  A  BRIGHT,  healthy 
and  confident  six-year-old. 
His  mother  burst  into  tears  in 
my  surgery  fast  week.  “There 
are  two  Sams  in  his  class,"  she 
said,  “and  toeyYe  known  as 
‘big’  and  ‘little’.  The  teacher 
even  referred  to  him  as  ‘little 
Sam’  an  his  school  report” 

At  the  moment  Sam  experi¬ 
ences  no  teasing  or  overt 
discrimination.  1  wish  l  coukl 
reassure  his  parents  that  this 
will  always  be  the  case. 
Growth  specialist  Linda  Voss 
has  found  that  among  Ameri¬ 
can  college  students  both  sexes 
viewed  short  men  as  relatively 
insecure,  timid  submissive, 
and  lacking  in  confidence. 

These  prejudices  would 
appear  to  cany  over  into  the 
job  market  Other  studies 
described  by  Dr  Voss  in  the 
current  issue  of  the  Journal  of 
Medical  Screening  showed 
that  when  asked  to  choose 
between  two  hypothetical  can¬ 
didates,  72  per  cent  of  employ¬ 
ers  “hired"  the  taller.  Tall  men 
in  America  earn  an  average  of 
$600  per  inch  of  height  per 
annum  more  than  their 
shorter  but  equally  well  quali¬ 
fied  contemporaries.  Deans  of 
universities  are  taller  than 
heads  of  provincial  colleges, 
managers  taller  than  clerks, 
and  bishops  taller  than 
preachers.  And  in  SO  per  cent 
of  past  presidential  elections, 
the  taller  candidate  has  won. 

In  one  laboratory  experi¬ 
ment,  short  subjects  were 
shown  to  be  especially  unwill¬ 
ing  to  conform  when  pres¬ 
sured  to  do  so  by  taller  ones, 
perhaps  demonstrating  the 
aggressiveness  which  has 
been  termed  the  “Napoleon 
complex".  In  the  light  of  such 
findings  the  question  which 
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Parents  who  are  worried  about  the  height  their  child  will  be  as  an  adult  can  be  reassured  using  growth  charts 


concerns  most  parents  is  how 
short  will  their  child  be  as  an 
adult?  A  knowledge  of  the 
underlying  genetic,  physiolog¬ 
ical  and  errvnmunental  causes 
of  a  child's  short  stature  can 
allow  a  close  estimate. 

Fewer  than  one  short  child 
in  ten  has  a  true  deficiency  of 
the  pituitary  hormone  which 
promotes  growth,  although 
almost  ail  children  will  grow 
taller  if  their  growth  hormone 
levels  are  boosted  artificially. 

Nutritional  deficiency 
either  dietary  or  due  to  malab¬ 
sorption  of  certain  foods  from 
the  gut  (most  commonly  from 
coeliac  disease)  —  can  often  be 
corrected:  in  some  cases  rapid 
growth  occurs  after  appropri¬ 
ate  treatment  Conversely,  in¬ 
herited  conditions  associated 
with  short  stature,  such  as 
Turner's  syndrome  (a  missing 
X  chromosome)  or  achondro¬ 
plasia  (maldevelopment  of  the 
growth  plates  of  the  long 
bones)  have  a  poor  prognosis 
for  final  heighL  Children 
whose  growth  was  retarded  in 
utero  ("small-for-dates”  ba¬ 
bies)  usually  catch  up  some, 
but  not  all.  of  their  lost  height 

Short  parents  usually  pro¬ 
duce  short  children,  and  par¬ 
ents  who  had  a  late  adolescent 
growth  spurt  can  expect  their 
children  to  do  the  same. 

Children  who  go  through 


puberty  early  are  often  tall  for 
their  age  at  the  time  but  will 
become  relatively  short  adults. 
This  is  because  the  surges  of 
sex  hormones  which  trigger 
pubertal  changes  (including 
the  adolescent  growth  spurt) 
also  trigger  fusion  of  toe 
epiphyses  —  the  growth  plates 
at  the  ends  of  the  long  bones— 
after  which  further  growth  in 
height  is  impossible. 

In  this  country,  the  height  of 
all  children  is  measured  regu¬ 
larly  at  routine  medicals  by 
health  visitors,  GPs  and 
school  nurses.  Each  reading  is 
plotted  on  a  graph  which 
maps  the  expected  pattern  so 
that  any  fall-off  in  growth  can 
be  spotted  immediately.  The 
child’s  growth  velocity  —  the 
rate  of  change  in  height  — 
should  be  calculated  from 
accurate  height  measure¬ 
ments  taken  at  intervals  of  at 
least  three  months. 


Normal  short  child¬ 
ren  follow  a  growth 
pattern  below,  but 
parallel  to,  toe  av¬ 
erage;  those  who  are  ill.  mal¬ 
nourished.  or  have  a  genetic 
abnormality  are  continually 
falling  further  below  the  ex¬ 
pected  growth  line. 

Unusually  short  children 
may  be  sent  for  X-rays  (often  of 
toe  hands)  to  determine  how 


close  to  dr  growth  plates  are  to 
fusing  (bone  age).  A  short  girl 
of  ten  with  a  bane  age  of  a  six- 
year-old  can  be  reassured  that 
there  is  more  growth  to  come; 
but  if  her  bone  age  equals  or 
exceeds  her  chronological  age 
she  will  probably  never  catch 
her  peers. 

The  Royal  Ballet  School 
makes  use  of  bone  age  when  ft 
asks  tails  girls  to  have  X-rays 
of  selected  banes  before  allow¬ 
ing  them  entry  to  toe  school. 
The  Princess  of  Wales,  who 
harboured  a  childhood  dream 
to  be  a  prima  ballerina,  and 
was  busy  opening  the  new 
English  National.  Ballet 
School  yesterday,  would  have 
proved  too  tall  at  5ft  10^  iru  ■. 

For  every  two  children  who 
have  a  physical  or  genetic 
cause  for  short  stature,  there  is 
one  who  has  a  psychological 
or  social  cause.  Babies  and 
young  children  deprived  of 
love  and  stimulation  faO  to 
thrive  as  surely  as  those 
deprived  of  food  In  extreme 
cases  a  child's  height  chart  can 
show  periods  .  of  normal 
growth  when  placed  with  a 
foster  family  and  a  slowing  of 
growth  when  returned  to  a 
neglectful  parent 

In  the  1980s,  growth  hor¬ 
mone  was  liberally  prescribed 
to  children  with  short  stature 
whatever  the  underlying 


cause.  Each  dose  was  extract¬ 
ed  from  the  pituitary  glands  of 
thousands  of  human  corpses, 
some  of  which  harboured  toe 
fatal  Creutzfeld-Jakob  disease. 
Some  parents  in  the  UK  are 
now.  living  with,  toe  knowkege 
that  they  unwittingly  traded 
their  child’s  lost  inches  for 
defayed-onset  paralysis,  de¬ 
mentia  and  early  death. 


Mindful  -  rtf  this 
tragedy.  Sam’s 
parents  are  re¬ 
luctant  to  expose 
him  to  growth-promoting 
drugs,  even  though  toe  human 
growth  hormone  adminis¬ 
tered  today  is  genetically  engi¬ 
neered  and  is,  theoretically, 
entirely  safe. 

It  is  not  only  possible,  but 
quite  common,  for  short  child¬ 
ren  to  overcome  their  potential 
psychological  disadvantage 
and  to  equal  or  outperform 
their  taller  peers.  This  accords 
with  toe  personal  experience 
of  doctors,  teachers  and  par¬ 
ents  —that  while  shortness  is 
a  clear  handicap  for  -some 
children,  many,  like  Sara, 
seem  to  take  it  in  toeir  stride. 

Human  growth  hormone, 
even  when  its  purity  is  guar¬ 
anteed.  is  not  a  panacea.  To 
consider  its  use  in  a  short 
normal  child  may  create  a 
problem  where  none  existed. 
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High  dose 
patch  trial 


NICOTINE  patches  are  now 
widely  used  to  help  smokers 
quit  toe  habit  The  patches, 
which  stick  to  toe  skin,  are 
impregnated  with  nicotine 
which  diffuses  across  toe  skin 
into  the  bloodstream,  to  allevi¬ 
ate  the  smoker's  withdrawal 
symptoms.  Trials  have  shown 
that  patches  are  effective,  and 
doses  of  about  20mg  of  nico¬ 
tine  appear  to  help  the  average 
smoker.  But  should  heavy 
smokers  be  offered  higher 
doses  to  help  them  quit?  New 
research  from  toe  Mayo  clinic 
in  Minnesota  suggests  that 
they  should. 

In  a  group  of  70  smokers, 
the  Mayo  researchers  tailored 
the  dose  in  the  patch  to  the 
individual’s  smoking  habit. 
The  heaviest  smokers,  who 
received  44mg  daily,  des¬ 
cribed  fewer  withdrawal 
symptoms  and  had  a  better 
quit  rate. 

But  the  value  of  the  higher 
dose  is  not  certain,  as  a  second 
study  from  Wisconsin,  pub¬ 
lished  alongside  the  Mayo 
work,  didn't  replicate  its 
results. 


Dr  Kieran  Sweeney 


V'i-Vi 


m 


INSIDE 

SECTION 


•yw-' 


:&The?imgle  Book 
-:l;8tevfc«frpagfe39 


NOW  WE'LL 
REDUCE  YOUR 
COMBINED 
BUILDINGS 
AND  HOME 
CONTENTS 
INSURANCE 
BY  15%. 


To  measure  just 
how  much  our 
increased  discount 
will  save  you, 
call  us  now. 


General  Accident 
Direct 
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:  the  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  7 1995 _ 

^  Love  and 
I  loneliness,  by 
% !  the  Bond  girl 
who  got  away 

®  *  j  The  woman  who  was  Miss  Moneypenny  for  23  years 

-  '  j  tells  Julia  Llewellyn  Smith  why  she  feels  cheated 


Lois  Maxwell,  the  origi¬ 
nal  Miss  Money- 
penny,  has  every 
intention  of  seeing 
Goldeneye,  she  thinks  Pierce 
Brosnan  wili  make  an  excel¬ 
lent  James  Bond  and  she 
wishes  her  successor, 
Samantha  Bond,  the  best  of 
hick. 

Yet  the  Canadian  actress  is 
miffed  that  despite  being  as 
essential  to  Bond  as  fast  cars 
and  Russian  villains,  her  fame 
never  brought  her  more  than 
pin  money.  “Miss  Money- 
penny  wore  her  own  dothes 
for  the  first  five  films,”  she 
says  sniffiiy.  “I'm  sure 
Samantha  got  more  for  one 
appearance  than  1  got  for  my 
14  put  together.” 

Her  irritation  goes  deeper. 
Maxwell,  68,  was 
a  penniless  wid¬ 
ow.  struggling  to 
bring  up  two 
children,  when 
she  suggested  to 
the  Bond  producer 
Cubby  Broccoli 
that  the  spymaster 
M  should  become 
a  woman,  with 
Moneypenny 
being  promoted  to 
the  role.  The  idea 
—  which  came 
years  before  Stella 
Rimington's  ap-  Moneypc 
pointment  as  head 
of  M15  —  was  at  first  rejected. 
But  then  Judi  Dench  was  cast 
in  Goldeneye. 

“I  really  feel  rather  annoyed 
about  it"  she  says,  in  ha- 
languid  baritone.  “It  was  my 
idea  and  it  should  have  been 
me.” 

In  23  years  of  Bond,  Max¬ 
well  said  fewer  than  200  words 
and  her  total  time  an  screen 
was  an  hour.  Yet  her  role  as 
the  spinsteriy  secretary,  forev¬ 
er  ticking  off  James  for  his 
lateness,  has  become  the  stuff 
of  legend.  “I  don’t  believe 
Moneypenny  was  so  dull,"  she 
says-  "I  decided  that  years 
before,  when  she  was  in  the 
typing  pool  and  James  was  the 
teaboy.  they  spent  a  passion¬ 
ate  weekend  at  his  Aunt 
Caroline's  cottage  in  the  coun¬ 
try  and  this  coloured  their 
whole  relationship  ” 

James  metamorphosed 
from  Sean  Connery  via 
George  Lazenby  into  Roger 
Moore,  and  Moneypenny 
mooned  over  each  one  of  them. 
Maxwell  is  equally  hard 
pressed  to  say  which  Bond  she 
found  the  most  attractive;  “I 
loved  them  all  I  always  say  1 
would  like  Roger  to  be  my 
husband  and  Sean  to  be  my 


weekend  lover.”  she  chuckles, 
dragging  on  her  cigarette. 

While  Moneypenny  spent 
lovelorn  years  stuck  behind  a 
typewriter.  Maxwell's  exploits 
could  have  come  straight  from 
the  pen  of  Ian  Fleming. 

“I’m  very  adventurous  and 
always  have  been.”  she  pro¬ 
claims.  “1  think  my  sister 
really  dislikes  me,  because 
site's  done  nothing  with  her 
life.  She’s  a  dull  Canadian 
woman  and  all  she's  ever  done 
is  have  four  children.” 

Maxwell  was  bom  Lois 
Hooker,  and  brought  up  in 
Toronto  the  second  daughter 
of  a  nurse  and  a  teacher.  “My 
father  was  very  strict  We  had 
a  very  intellectual  childhood, 
sitting  down  to  read  books  and 
having  our  speech  corrected.” 


Moneypenny  in  love  with  Connery  and  Bond  girls 


The  war  came,  and  Maxwell 
deckled  to  join  the  Canadian 
Army  Show.  “I  was  nearly  15 
and  you  had  to  be  at  least  18  to 
join  but  I  managed  to  slip 
through  the  net  I  was  treated 
like  a  precious  jewel;  nobody 
was  allowed  to  swear  in  from 
of  me  and  J  was  forbidden  to 
wear  skirts." 

They  toured  England  in  the 
back  of  a  truck,  but  when  the 
show  was  sent  to  Italy  toe 
army  discovered  that  Maxwell 
was  only  17  and  derided  to 
send  her  home.  She  wait 
AWOL  and  wangled  a  schol¬ 
arship  to  RADA.  “I  was  ex¬ 
tremely  poor.  I  lived  in  a 
garret  in  Paddington  and  got 
amoebic  dysentery  " 

At  20  she  won  a  Hollywood 
contract  and  made  her  screen 
debut  opposite  Ronald 
Reagan.  "He  was  a  darling  to 
me."  Unhappy  at  being 
pushed  about  fay  the  studios, 
she  moved  to  Rome,  where  she 
stayed  for  five  years,  fell  in 
love  with  toe  brother  of  a 
prince,  and  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land.  her  heart  broken.  “After 
that  1  thought  I  would  never 
get  married.  I  derided  to  be  a 
charming  old  maid  and  to  be 
everybody’s  godmother." 


Yet  two  years  later,  in  true 
Bond-girl  style,  she  met  her 
husband,  a  television  execu¬ 
tive  Peter  Marriott,  at  a 
French  airport,  when  he  of¬ 
fered  to  carry  her  makeup 
case.  “I  found  him  a  place  to 
live  in  Mayfair  and  he  tele¬ 
phoned  me  and  said  I  must  be 
the  first  person  to  come  and 
have  a  drink  there,  i  was  going 
out  with  someone  else  at  the 
time,  but  1  called  him  and 
said;  'I'm  not  going  to  have 
dinner  with  you  tonight.  I’m 
never  going  to  have  dinner 
with  you  again.'  I  went  out 
with  Peter,  we  danced  until 
4am  and  that  was  it. 

“Peter  was  6ft  6in.  He 
always  dressed  beautifully 
and  he  had  such  presence. 
Cubby  Broccoli  wanted  to  test 
him  for  the  Bond 
part  but  I  said 
‘Don’t  do  it,  you’re 
such  a  bad  actor’." 

They  had  been 
married  four 
years  and  had  two 
children,  Melinda 
and  Christian, 
when  Marriott 
suffered  a  massive 
heart  attack.  “It 
was  the  scariest 
time.  We  didn’t 
have  any  money 
and  I  thought  he 
rnd  girls  would  die,  so  I 
desperately 

phoned  every  producer  and 
director  I  knew,  saying  I 
would  play  anything.  The  first 
person  to  get  back  to  me  was 
the  James  Bond  producer, 
who  offered  me  Money- 
penny.” 

It  was  a  run  that  lasted  from 
DrNoin  1962  to  A  View  to  a 
Kill  in  1985.  Marriott  died  in 
1973.  leaving  his  wife  virtually 
destitute.  She  returned  to  To¬ 
ronto.  where  she  wrote  a 
newspaper  column  and  be¬ 
came  a  businesswoman,  im¬ 
porting  fabrics  and  then,  after 
losing  her  shirt  in  the  1980 
crash,  supplying  crowd  con¬ 
trol  barriers.  “I  would  have 
loved  to  have  done  more 
acting,  but  Moneypenny  had 
left  me  typecast."  she  says. 

“I  would  have  liked  to  have 
remarried,  but  frankly.  I  never 
met  anyone  who  turned  me 
on.  Canadian  men  were  so 
gauche.  I  went  on  a  date  with  a 
reader  from  my  column  and 
he  just  sar  staring  with  his 
mouth  open.  So  I  was  making 
remarks  about  the  restaurant, 
saying  it  reminded  me  of  a 
little  place  I  knew  in  Barcelo¬ 
na.  and  suddenly  he  stood  up 
and  shouted ‘Are  you  trying  to 
intimidate  me?  I’ve  never  been 


Moneypenny,  retired  —  Lois  Maxwell’s  reaHife  exploits  could  have  been  penned  by  Fleming 


more  than  20  miles  outside 
Toronto  and  I’m  proud  of  it’.  I 
said  Tin  so  glad  for  you*,  paid 
for  my  dinner  and  left.  After 
that  1  wasn’t  prepared  to  try 
again." 

Last  year,  she  moved  baric  to 
England  to  be  near  her  daugh¬ 
ter.  and  found  a  house  in  the 
sleepy  Somerset  town  of 
Frome.  It  is  exactly  the  sort  of 


place  where  the  unassuming 
Moneypenny  might  have  re¬ 
tired.  Yet  Maxwell's  taste  for 
adventure  remains  unabated. 
In  Rome  she  became  an  ama¬ 
teur  raring  driver,  and  went 
under-water  fishing  for  octo¬ 
pus,  which  she  cooked  and  ate. 

Over  toe  years  she  has 
acquired  a  pilot’s  licence,  gone 
regularly  on  safari  and.  eight 


years  ago,  she  sailed  from 
Hong  Kong  to  Singapore, 
armed  with  M16  machineguns 
and  incendiary  rockets  to  see 
off  toe  pirates  of  toe  South 
China  Sea.  “Oh,  I’m  pretty 
handy  with  a  machinegun.” 
says  Miss  Moneypenny,  look¬ 
ing  me  straight  in  the  eye  and 
laughing  a  deep,  rumbling 
laugh. 
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Bureaucracy  infiltrates  every 
aspect  of  the  Gallic  life 

Harassed  by 
the  pregnancy 
police 


WE  ARE  living  in  the  dying 
days  of  the  Filth  Republic, 
in  the  country  once  known 
as  France  but  now  so 
destroyed  by  general 
strikes,  raging  rhetoric  and 
rioting  students  that  it 
bears  no  relation  to  the 
pleasant  Michelin-starred 
country  once  favoured  by 
the  holidaying  British. 

Outwardly,  society  is 
manifesting  all  toe  typical 
traits  of  a  festering  regime 
—  there  are  riot  police  on 
my  comer  day  and  night 
smashed  windows  across 
the  road,  power  cuts,  food 
shortages,  and  a 
grumpy,  down¬ 
trodden  people 
in  ugly  over¬ 
coats.  tired  of 
hitchhiking  in 
traffic  jams. 

Bui  it  is  only 
after  living  in 
Paris  for  two 
months  that  I  am 
able  to  report  on  KATE 

the  dark  under-  - 

belly:  how  the  invisible 
tentacles  of  this  totalitarian 
— or  possibly  nanny — state 
affect  the  ordinary  citizen. 

My  suspicions  were  first 
raised  when  I  took  my  ten- 
month-old  son  to  state  nurs¬ 
ery  school.  As  I  handed 
him  and  his  bottle  in  for  the 
morning,  the  woman  be¬ 
hind  the  front  desk  barked: 
“Name,  rank 
and  number." 

Then  she  ex-  ‘LUI 

plained  his  rank 
was  P.  for  nut 

“peftT.  his  num¬ 
ber  was  336,  and  1 . 

these  must  be 
quoted  every 
time  I  booked  uuu 

him  in  for  a  j 

morning.  •  ucu/ 

But  there  is  -n 

more  state  inter-  lilt 

ference  than 
merely  renam- 
ing  your  baby  ” petit  gatyon 
336".  When  I  was  interview¬ 
ing  the  Paris-based  actress 
Kristin  Scott  Thomas,  she 
mentioned  that  she  was  not 
allowed  io  enter  her  chil¬ 
dren's  primary  school  with¬ 
out  an  identity  card  "which 
I  can  never  find  so  I  have  to 
carry  my  British  passport 
with  me  everywhere  I  go” 

The  final  Orwellian 
touch  came  when  a  friend 
who  is  expecting  her  first 
child  next  month  informed 
me  that  she  has  fallen  foul 
of  toe  “Pregnancy  Inspec¬ 
tors"  She  works  for  a 
French  television  company, 
and  baric  problems  late  in 
pregnancy  forced  her  to 
stay  at  home  for  two 
months  on  sick  pay.  Her 
plans  for  afternoons  on  the 
sofa  reading,  interrupted 
by  lunches  with  girlfriends, 
were  crushed  by  the  might 
of  toe  Gallic  state. 

An  official  told  her  she 
was  only  allowed  outdoors 
between  toe  hours  of  10am 


KATE  MUIR 


‘Lunches 
out  and 
late 

dinners  a 
deux  were 
illegal’ 


to  noon  and  4pm  to  6pm.  At 
any  other  hour,  day  or 
evening,  a  Pregnancy  In¬ 
spector  could  call  unan¬ 
nounced  at  her  home. 
Lunches  out  and  late  din¬ 
ners  d  dear  were  iUegaL 
On  day  two,  she  had  an 
osteopath  appointment  that 
did  not  fall  within  the 
official  hours.  With  Big 
Mother-like  instincts,  toe 
Pregnancy  Inspector  came 
by.  and  reported  her  as 
delinquent  to  headquarters. 
She  phoned  to  explain,  and 
a  woman  boomed:  “You  are 
now  under  our  control.  All 
appointments 
must  be  within 
the  official 
hours.”  When 
she  had  to  move 
house,  the  re¬ 
moval  men  were 
even  required  to 
slot  into  her  offi¬ 
cial  free  hours. 

Chafing  under 
VIUIR  toe  petty  controls 

-  of  her  grossesse 

pathologique  (problem 
pregnancy),  she  decided  to 
visit  her  mother  in  England 
for  a  week.  Not  a  simple 
task.  “1  had  to  get  permis¬ 
sion  —  three  forms  stamped 
in  three  places,  at  different 
ends  of  Paris.  It  took  an 
entire  morning.  I  was 
exhausted." 

Fortunately,  when  she 
^ —  returned  to 

France  on  the 
-heS  Eurostar  train, 

she  did  not  carry 
inH  any  illegal  polit¬ 

ical  material,  or 
-p  she  might  have 

been  prevented 
d  fr°m  entering 

5  a  the  country.  This 

i XWir.~  was  what  hap- 

wci  C  pened  recently  to 

i,  a  group  of  Dan- 

,3.1  ish  schoolchil- 

dren  who  arrived 
at  toe  Gare  du 
Nord  wearing  “Chirac  — 
Non!"  T-shirts,  against  toe 
nuclear  tests.  The  customs 
told  them  to  cover  up  or 
strip  off  before  entering 
Mother  France. 

GROWING  up  under  au¬ 
thoritarian  rule,  in  times  of 
political  unrest,  is  curious. 
For  instance.  P336  spends 
every  afternoon  like  this:  he 
goes  to  the  park  or  sandpit, 
and  on  his  way  home  he 
passes  a  demonstration  on 
toe  Boulevard  St  Germain. 
Nice  men  from  the  Force 
Ouvriere  union  or  striking 
electricity  or  transport 
workers  —  whoever  is  pro¬ 
testing  that  day  —  sing 
songs,  give  him  red  bal¬ 
loons  or  little  Dags,  and  he 
daps  in  delight. 

P336  is  beginning  to  say 
“vee  vee  vee"  as  well  as 
burbling  “ba".  “da"  and 
“ma”.  Obviously  his  first 
word  will  be  "Vive”  fol¬ 
lowed  swiftly  by  “la  Revolu¬ 
tion".  He  knows  no  better. 
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..OFFERS  MORE  THAN  ANY  OTHER  FAIR 


.  Approx.  1,000  exhibitors  from  more  than  50  counlries 
get  together  with  over  34,000  trade  visitors  from  all 
over  the  world. 

■  •  Everyone  who  counts  in  the  trade  is  there. 

•  The  focus  is  on  new  design  trends. 

.  Excellent  prospects  for  modem  interior  design  and 
for  large-scale  contracts. 


Proof  of  professoral  visitor  status  is  required  to  order 
to  obtain  odoassioii  Id  DOM0IEX. 

For  further  information  please  contact. 

Arnold  Itostenwyer  ■  25  Hurst  Way 

South  Croydon  -  Surrey  02  7AP 

TeL*  (01  81)  6  88  95  41  •  Fox;  (01 81)  6  81 00  69 
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The  wrong 
man  to  lead 
us  at  Nato 

The  new  Secretary-General  has  a 


long  record  as  a  fierce  critic  of  the 
Alliance,  writes  Bill  Cash 


The  appointment  this 
week  of  Javier  Solana, 
the  Spanish  Foreign 
Minister,  as  Secretary-Gener¬ 
al  of  Nato  illustrates  much  of 
what  is  wrong  with  present 
day  political  manoeuvring 
and  the  lack  of  clear 
not  only  in  an 
confused  European  Union, 
but  also  in  an  increasingly 
dangerous  world. 

It  is  not  possible  or  right  to 
separate  or  overlook  the  long¬ 
standing  attitudes  of  those 
appointed  to  such  sensitive 
patts.  Nato  is  about  to  commit 
60.000  troops  to  Bosnia  — 
13.000  from  Britain  and 
20,000  from  the  United  States. 

On  November  20  i  wrote  to 
the  Foreign  Secretary  enclos¬ 
ing  expert  analyses  from  with¬ 
in  Spain  itself  which  were 
highly  critical  of  Senor  Solana. 
Having  received  no  reply.  I 
then  raised  the  issue  with  John 
Major  at  Prime  Minister's 
Questions  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  November  30.  I 
asked  the  Prime  Minister  if  he 
would  consider  vetoing  the 
prospective  appointment  of 
Senor  Solana  on  the  grounds 
that  he  had  “expressed  views 
against  Nato  and  nuclear 
deterrence”. 

This  was  described  by  Tris¬ 
tan  GarekJones  (the  former 
Minister  of  State  at 
the  Foreign  Office] 
in  his  article  in  The 
Times  on  December 
5  as  a  “wrecking 
question". 

The  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  carefully  replied 
that,  from  informa¬ 
tion  he  had  re¬ 
ceived,  "that  most 
certainly  is  not  Mr 
Solana's  view".  He  added  that 
he  did  not  know  what  he  may 
have  said  in  the  past  and  that  1 
may  have  seen  quotations  of 
which  he  was  not  aware.  1 
therefore  took  up  the  implied 
invitation  to  provide  further 
information  and  passed  this 
on  to  the  Prime  Minister  this 
week.  This  included  letters 
written  to  President  Bill  Clin¬ 
ton  and  Warren  Christopher 
by  34  congressmen  and  by 
Senators  Jesse  Helms  and  Bob 
Dole,  who  all  strongly  op¬ 
posed' the  appointment  of  Se¬ 
nor  Solana. 

These  letters  stated  that  “Mr 
Solana  is  a  dedicated  socialist 
with  an  extensive  public 
record  in  opposition  to  Nato". 
They  referred  to  news  ac¬ 
counts  that  Senor  Solana  was 
a  major  figure  in  the  early 
1980s  movement  opposing 
Spam's  entry  into  Nato  and 
reports  that  he  was  one  of  the 
key  architects  and  negotiators 
of  a  1980  accord  between  the 
Spanish  Socialist  Party  and 
the  Government  of  the  Soviet 
Union  which  promised  that 
Spain  would  not  enter  Nato  if 
they  came  into  power.  They 
recognised  that,  while  Mr 
Solana  may  have  subsequent¬ 
ly  changed  his  public  position 
toward  Nato  as  the  platform  of 
his  party  changed,  his  record 
of  hostility  is  impossible  to 
overlook. 

They  referred  also  to  the 
referendum  held  in  Spain  in 
1986  under  the  Socialist  Gov¬ 
ernment,  of  which  Senor 
Solana  is  and  was  then  a 
member.  The  text  of  that 
referendum  stated  that  the 
Spanish  Government  “consid¬ 
ers  it  appropriate  in  the  nat¬ 
ional  interest  for  Spain  to 


‘Solana  is  a 
socialist  who 
has  a  record 
of  opposing 
Nato’ 


remain  in  the  Atlantic  Alliance 
and  that  her  membership  be 
on  the  following  bases: 

•  Spanish  participation  in  the 
Atlantic  Alliance  will  not 
include  its  accession  to  the 
integrated  military  structure. 

•  The  prohibition  of  install¬ 
ing,  stating  or  introducing 
nuclear  weapons  on  Spanish 
territory  will  be  maintained. 

•  A  progressive  reduction  of 
the  military  presence  of  the 
United  States  in  Spain  will  be 
maintained. 

A  total  of  52L5  per  cent  of 
those  voting  supported  the 
referendum:  40  per  cent  stayed 
away  from  the  polls.  The 
referendum  is  still  valid  and 
another  would  be  necessary  to 
change  this  binding  commit¬ 
ment  not  only  on  Spain  but 
also  on  Senor  Solana. 

There  are  many  other  rea¬ 
sons  why  Britain  should  have 
vetoed  his  appointment  in¬ 
cluding  the  issue  of  Gibraltar 
and  our  continuing  troubles 
with  Spain  over  fishing  rights. 
Moreover,  on  any  reasonable 
assessment  the  Gonzalez 
Government  including  Senor 
Solana  is  likely  tn  be  turfed  out 
of  office  next  March  by  the 
Spanish  electorate. 

At  the  inter-governmental 
conference  in  1996  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  Western 

_  European  Union 

and  Nato  and  the 
pressure  for  a  com¬ 
mon  defence  policy 
“under  the  aspira¬ 
tions  of  the  Maas¬ 
tricht  Treaty  (Title 
V},  to  which  the 
British  Government 
is  totally  opposed. 
_  will  be  crucial  is¬ 
sues.  Chancellor 
Helmut  Kohl  has  great  influ¬ 
ence  with  Felipe  Gonzalez  and 
his  terminally  side  Govern¬ 
ment.  Germany  is  determined 
on  a  common  ddence  policy, 
which  she  sees  as  fundamental 
to  her  drive  for  political  union, 
to  which  Britain  is  equally 
opposed. 


J: 


ust  at  the  wry  moment 
when  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  is  about  to  announce 
a  White  Paper  on  the  future  of 
Europe  for  which  I  have  been 
calling  for  several  years,  it 
fails  to  veto  the  appointment  of 
Senor  Solana.  Only  a  few  days 
ago,  he  is  understood  to  have 
asked  if  the  common  foreign 
and  security  policy,  inducting 
defence,  should  be  drawn  into 
tiie  full  panoply  of  European 
integration  with  majority 
voting. 

This  is  the  time  for  a 
Secretary-General  of  Nato 
who  would  take  steps,  with  all 
the  influence  he  can  muster,  to 
prevent  German  designs  for  a 
common  defence  policy  —  not 
for  a  man  whose  track  record 
would  point  in  the  opposite 
direction. 

Britain  did  not  support  the 
Danes  when  they  said  “No", 
Britain  gave  in  last  year  over 
qualified  majority  voting  and 
the  appointment  of  Jacques 
Sanler  was  no  better  than  that 
of  Jean- Luc  Dehaene  —  why 
has  the  Government  refused 
to  veto  Senor  Solana? 

The  Reflection  Group  paper 
published  this  week,  with  all 
its  fudging,  still  promotes  the 
“objectives  agreed  at  Maas¬ 
tricht",  which  include  "the 
eventual  framing  of  a  common 
defence  policy". 

•  The  author  isMPfor  Stafford 


•&0 


A  Europe  going  nowhere 


Today's  meeting  between 
President  Jacques  Chirac 
and  Chancellor  Helmut 
Kohl  at  Baden-Baden  is  the 
most  difficult  Franco-German  sum¬ 
mit  in  years.  The  French  strikes 
threaten  the  Juppe  administration, 
the  franc  fort  and  the  European 
Monetary  System.  Germany  is  criti¬ 
cal  of  President  Chirac,  whom  the 
German  press  seem  to  regard,  in  Ai 
Haig'S  memorable  phrase,  as  a  “dup¬ 
licitous  bastard”.  Such  are  the  ameni¬ 
ties  of  special  relationships. 
Germany  and  France  know  that  the 
main  European  policies  of  their 
alliance  hang  in  die  balance,  and 
neither  likes  what  it  sees  ahead. 

The  French  commentator  Francois 
de  Closets  coined  the  phrase  "La 
France  Schizophrtne"  to  describe  the 
present  French  state  of  mind.  He 
defines  it  as  "a  loss  of  contact  with 
reality  and  a  progressive  deteriora¬ 
tion  of  adaptation  to  the  environ¬ 
ment".  Strangely,  this  echoes  the 
current  German  view  of  France’s 
attitude  towards  Europe.  The  cele¬ 
brated  Schaubfo-Lamers  position 
paper  for  the  CDU  of  September 
1994.  which  introduced  the  concept  of 
a  “core  Europe"  ended  by  putting  a 
“dear  and  unequivocable  question  to 
France”.  “It  must  rectify  the  impres¬ 
sion  that  although  it  allows  no  doubt 
as  to  its  basic  will  to  pursue  Euro¬ 
pean  integration,  it  often  hesitates  in 
taking  concrete  steps  towards  this 
objective  —  the  notion  of  the  unsur- 
renderable  sovereignty  of  the  Elat 
Nation  still  carries  weight,  although 
this  sovereignty  has  long  since  be¬ 
come  an  empty  shell."  The  Germans 
even  then  suspected  the  French  of 
being  Gaulliste  wolves  in  federalist 
clothing. 

The  French  strikes  are  actively 
supported  by  the  French  Left,  which 
is  in  theory  more  federalist  than  the 
Gaulliste  Government  Yet  these  are 
strikes  against  the  Maastricht  poli¬ 
ties  of  convergence,  against  the 
European  Monetary  Union,  against 
the  franc  fort,  against  the  high 
interest  rates,  high  taxes  and  high 
unemployment  which  are  the  neces¬ 
sary  conditions  of  France’s  European 
policy.  Danielle  Mitterrand,  the  wife 
of  the  former  President,  has  said  that 
these  strikes  “are  the  signs  of  cracks 
in  a  system  we  condemn",  that  they 
are  “a  way  of  saying:  enough  of  this 
world  of  which  we  want  no  more". 
Yet  tiie  world  she  wants  no  more  is 
the  world  her  husband  designed. 

To  understand  the  pressures  on 
France,  one  has  also  to  analyse 


The  Maastricht  dream  is  becoming  a 
nightmare  for  Germany  and  France 


Germany.  The  School  of  Advanced 
International  Studies  at  Johns  Hop-, 
kins  University  has  recently  pub-' 
lished  a  special  review  on  “The  New 
Germany  in  the  New  Europe".  Two 
of  the  papers  are  particularly  inter¬ 
esting.  Both  are  by  distinguished 
German  commentators,  writing  from 
a  German  perspective.  They  both 
show  an  appreciation  of  the  weak¬ 
nesses  of  the  German  position. 

The  first  is  by  Norbert  Walter,  the 
managing  director  of.  Deutsche  Bank 
Research.  He  still  believes  that  “only 
European  political  union  can  lead  to 
a  bright  future  for  Europe”:  in  this  he 

is  a  typically  ortho- _ 

dox  German  Euro- 
federalist  Yet  his 
view  is  pessimistic. 

At  DM  1930  per 
man  hour  in  1993. 
incidental  wage 
costs  in  Germany 
were  higher  than  — — 

any  cither  country  in 
the  world.  Nearly  half  these  casts  can  be 
traced  back  to  payments  required  under 
government  regulations,  especially  for 
social  insurance  .  .  .  many  German 
goods  have  been  losing  their  uniqueness 
with  respect  to  quality,  dependability 
and  service  .  .  .  Germany  imposes 
probably  the  highest  tax  rates  on 
corporations.  At  almost  65  per  cent  the 
lop  tax  rate  on  retained  corporate 
earnings  is  40  per  cent  higher  than  in  the 
US.  and  almost  double  tiie  rate  of  the 
United  Kingdom ...  an  employee  paid  at 
the  lowest  collectively  negotiated  wage 
scale  has  a  marginal  tax  rate  of  50  per 
cent... 

Germany  also  suffers  from  an  'mnavar 
tion  crisis’ . . .  industries  with  little  or  no 
comparative  advantages  in  Germany 
still  hold  important  shares  in  the 
economy  ...  the  explanation  lies  in  the 
high  subsidies  which  tbese  sectors 
receive.  In  West  Germany,  for  example, 
subsidies  or  DM120,000  (£55,000)  per 
coalminer  are  paid  annually . . .  patents 
in  the  sectors  where  Germany  is  already 
lagging  behind  —  data  processing  and 
electronics  —  continue  to  fall  .  .  . 
Germany’s  contribution  to  inventions  in 
the  field  of  bio  and  genetic  engineering  is 
also  marginal  ...  the  fundamental 
weaknesses  .  .  .  result  from  over¬ 
regulated,  ossified  markets  and  from  a 
state  sector  that  takes  too  large  a 
proportion  of  grass  domestic  product  — 
today  almost  50  per  cent . . . 

There  is  more  in  the  same  van.  This 
critique  of  the  Germany  economy  is 


similar  to  what  I  have  been 
expounding  in  77te  Times,  but  I  have 
bran  considered  alarmist  or  even, 
quite  wrongly,  as  anti-German.  Nei¬ 
ther  Dr  Walter  nor  I  underrate  the 
continuing  strengths  of  the  German 
economy  or  its  importance  to  Europe, 
but  the  great  European  locomotive 
does  have  these  serious  problems  of 
competitiveness.  Germany,  like 
France,  is  suffering  from  Euro- 
sclerosis.  Between  1979  and  1990, 
Britain,  with  a  weaker  economy, 
tackled  the  Anglo-sclerosis  which 
Margaret  Thatcher's  Government 
had  inherited;  France  and  Germany 

_  still  have  the  job 

ahead  of  them. 
France  is  meeting 
aggressive  and  de¬ 
termined  social  re¬ 
sistance.  There  is  no 
sign  that  either  die 
German  electorate 
-  —  or  the  workforce  is 

psychologically  pre¬ 
pared  for  this  necessary  phase  of 
economic  reform,  or  for  the  reduction 
in  soda!  costs.  In  this  area,  nothing  is 
gained  without  pain. 

The  second  interesting  contribu¬ 
tion  comes  from  Professor  Hans- 
Peter  Schwartz,  who  discusses  the 
option  of  a  two-speed  Europe.  He 
rightly  observes  that  “in  Germany, 
federalists  show  a  mistrust  and 
aversion  towards  the  United  King¬ 
dom  in  general,  which  explains  the 
CDU  sympathy  for  a  core  Europe".  I 
do  not  doubt  the  truth  of  that. 
German  Euro-federalists  regard 
Britain  as  the  main  obstacle  to 
creating  a  single  European  state,  and 
dislike  and  despise  us  for  failing  to 
share  their  ambitions,  just  as  they 
now  distrust  President  Chirac 

Professor  Schwartz  reveals  in  de¬ 
tail  the  attitudes  of  the  main  Euro¬ 
pean  countries.  He  considers  that 
Maastricht  "has  politicised  Europe's 
integration  process"  and  that  "a 
significant  deepening  should  not  be 
expected”  both  because  of  British 
ana  Scandinavian  reluctance  and 
because  “Italy  and  Spain  are  com¬ 
pletely  absorbed  by  their  economic 
crises  and  disintegrating  domestic 
policy".  The  CDU's  “core  Europe" 
alternative  therefore  depends  entirely 
on  Finance. 

Professor  Schwartz  was  writing 


long  before  the  French  strikes.  Even 
then  he  thought  that  France  was  not 
wflfing  to  accept  the  political  implica¬ 
tions  of  a  federal  Europe,  bid.  be 
says,  it  “appears  to  be  picking  out  fee 
raisins  in  tiie  cake  for  itself  (Bundes¬ 
bank.  Bundeswehr.  armament)”.  He 
concludes  that  “France.  Britain  and 
the  Scandinavians  are  not  proving  to 
be  likeminded  partners  interested  in 
pressing  ahead,  with  deepening  as  a 
federalist  objective . . .  Maastricht . . . 
has  fed  into  a  danger  zone  which  has 
not  yet  been  overcome".  He  also 
notes  that  “a  public  opinion  poll 
shows  more  than  two  thirds  of  the 
German  electorate  oppose  European 
Monetary  Union”  So  the  Maastricht 
project  now  leads  nowhere,  and  an 
extremely  high  price  has  been  paid. 

At  Baden-Baden.  President  Chirac 
and  Chancellor  Kohl  wfll  both  be 
contemplating  defeat  President 
Chirac's  is  the  simpler  and  the  more 
immediate.  Hie  need  to  meet  toe 
Maastricht  convergence  criteria  has 
pushed  the  Jupp6  administration  into 
a  war  cm  all  fronts  at  the  wrong  time. 
The  parallel  is  Ted  Heath  in  1973,  not 
Margaret  Thatcher  after  1979.  Mar¬ 
garet  Thatcher  prepared  her  ground 
and  isolated  her  enemies;  Alain 
Juppe  has  failed  to  prepare  and  has 
united  his  enemies. 

Chancellor  Kohl  has  discov¬ 
ered  that  he  cannot  create  a 
broad  European  federation 
on  tiie  German  model, 
because  Britain  and  Scandinavia  do 
not  want  it,  and  Italy  and  Spain  are 
in  too  weak  a  condition  to  support  it 
He  also  feds  the  stirrings  of  German 
reluctance  to  exchange  the  mark  for 
an  undoubtedly  inferior  European 
currency.  He  suspects  President 
Chirac  of  being  a  raisin-picking 
pseudo-European  who  wants  to  have 
his  share  of  Germany's  strengths 
without  any  true  federal  commitment 
on  the  French  side.  He  sees  that  the 
first  attempt  to  reform  toe  French 
welfare  system  is  Mowing  Ftandi 
society  apart  Who  would  wish  to 
federate  with  people  who  resort  so 
easily  to  anaiitoy?  He  knows  that 
Germany’s  own  economic  strength 
can  be  restored  only  if  Germany  goes 
back  to  work  and  abandons  toe 
national  ambition  of  a  30-year  work¬ 
ing  life  of  four-day  weeks  on  a  seven- 
hour  day  at  toe  highest  pay  on  earth. 
But  this  means  that  the  central  theme 
of  Chancellor  Kohl's  European  policy 
is  collapsing.  Baden-Baden  looks  no 
better  for  him  than  for  President 
Chirac. 


Hat  trick 


THE  BASEBALL  hat  worn  by  the 
Princess  of  Wales  on  her  mercy 
mission  to  a  hospital  last  week 
attracted  more  attention  than  the 
Queen  Mother's  titfer  at  Ascot.  The 
riddle  posed  by  the  numbers  “492" 
sent  fashion  and  sports  commenta¬ 
tors  to  their  catalogues  to  establish 
their  significance. 

The  latest  hypothesis  has  it  that 
the  numbers  are  a  code  for  “Dib". 
which  is  an  abbreviation  of  toe 
nickname  given  to  toe  Princess  by 


Janies  Hewitt  during  their  dalli¬ 
ance.  When  he  was  in  the  Gulf 
during  the  war.  she  would  sign  off 
her  letters  to  him  as  “Dibbs",  while 
addressing  him  as  "Winlde". 

The  code  was  cracked  by  a 
member  of  Mensa.  Mpyra  Borg, 
who  drives  taxis  in  Cambridge. 
She  says  that  the  numbers  relate  to 
the  fourth,  the  ninth  and  the 
second  letters  of  the  alphabet  — 
DXB. 

The  theory  bears  consideration, 
for  the  Princess  has  employed 
similar  tricks  in  the  past  During 
the  Panorama  interview,  she  was 
wearing  a  blazer  with  buttons 
bearing  the  coal  of  arms  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  Court  observers 
suggested  that  this  meant  she 
wanted  to  hang  on  to  royal 
trappings.  Could  the  riddle  of  the 
hat  signify  that  she  still  burns  a 
candle  for  the  bounder  Hewitt? 


Devil,  he  recounts  how  a  throw¬ 
away  remark  to  Margaret 
Thatcher  —  “promote  him  or  re¬ 
lease  him”  —  got  Sir  George  the 
sack.  Later,  he  explains,  he  made 
amends.  “I  told  him  [John]  toe  sto¬ 
ry.  1  was  sitting  an  the  upstairs  lav¬ 
atory  where  he  was  shaving.  He 
had  said.  ‘Come  upstairs,  I've  got 
to  shave’.  I  told  him  the  whole  sto¬ 
ry  and  he  immediately  made  him 
Minister  of  State  in  the  Cabinet" 
What  power. 


•  Andrew  Roberts,  the  girthy  au¬ 
thor  of  Eminent  Churchill  ians.  is 
jubiia.nL  His  futuristic  anti-Euro¬ 
pean  novel.  The  Aachen  Memo¬ 
randum,  is  to  be  turned  into  an 
opera  by  the  composer  David 
HellemU.  "  Our  hero  could  wear 
one  of  those  Viking  hats  with  horns 
on  it,"  suggests  the  historian. 


Lawson,  her  former  Chancellor,  by 
a  whisper. 

The  .empress  sailed  down  tiie 
corridor  or the  Rhz  in  a  black  dress 
and  scarlet  silk  scarf  with  Lady 
Wakeham.  Sir  Tim  Bell  and  other 
friends  for  lunch  in  tiie  main  din¬ 
ing  room.  Lawson  had  been  hold¬ 
ing  court  in  the  corridor  seconds 
beforehand  but  bad  turned  about 
sbaipish  for  a  quick  exit. 


Hats  off  to  the  Princess 


Close  call 

AT  HEATHROW,  they’d  classify 
the  incident  as  a  near  miss.  But  at 
the  Rftz  Hotel  in  London  yesterday 
there  wasn’t  a  murmur  when  Bar¬ 
oness  Thatcher  missed  Lord 


Privy  counsel 

THE  FULCRUM  of  political  pow¬ 
er  in  Britain,  if  we  are  to  believe 
Lord  Archer,  is  the  lavatory.  The 
pinoe-nezed  peer  claims  he  man¬ 
aged  to  get  foe  Transport  Secretary 

Sir  George  Young  reinstated  to  the 
Government  only  after  a  chat  with 
John  Major  in  the  loo. 

In  the  magazine  The  Printer's 


Morrell  duty 

AFTER  campaigning  so  tirelessly 
for  John  McCarthy's  release,  his 
former  girlfriend  Jill  Morrell  has 
found  another  cause.  She  has  writ¬ 
ten  a  book  on  the  Bridgewater  Fom¬ 
in  support  of  campaigners  who 
want  their  convictions  referred  to 
the  Court  of  Appeal. 

Carl  Bridgewater  was  shot  dead 
aged  13  when  he  interrupted  a  bur¬ 
glary  at  Yew  Tree  Farm.  Stour¬ 
bridge,  West  Midlands,  in  1978. 
Four  people  were  imprisoned,  one 
of  whom  has  since  died. 


“Trust  me;  Tm  safe. 
Everybody  says  so” 


Santa  cause 

PRESIDENT  Mandela  has  re¬ 
ceived  the  ultimate  accolade  —  a 
present  from  toe  Prime  Minister  of 
Greenland  of  a  life-sized  statue  of 
himself  dressed  as  Santa  Claus.  It 
comes  with  a  tide  conferred  on. 


Nelson  Mandela  as  Santa 


Mandela  by  Greenland  of  Interna¬ 
tional  Santa  Claus  of  the  Year. 

Mandela  is  said  to  be  bemused 
by  the  preposterous  sculpture  but 
Prime  Minister  Lars  Emil 
Johansen  was  unstinting  In  his 
praise,  “ft  is  a  great  honour  for  me. 
as  the  first  representative  of  the 
real  Santa  Claus  to  present  this 
award  to  the  southern  part  of  this 
planet” 


Howard 
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■  So  Raffles  isa 
New  York  airport 
baggage  handler 


Most  cnnsis  „ 

mg,  wrefched,  incom¬ 
prehensible  or  calar 

tomcafly  boring.  It  pipbaWy 
always  was.  So  the  pochess^cf 
York  is  to  be  congratulated  oh 
restoring  class  to  mahls  second 
oldest  activity.  The  theft  of  tier 
diamonds  confbmedtotte 
aniietypkalcximerfoLThjtsisa 
foundation  text  of  iftfes -atati . 
detective  fiction  that  stretches 
back  to  Ali  Baba,  Jezebel,  He- 
rockttus  and  the  nuisetytrf  story¬ 
telling. 

In  this,  number  sewed  of  the 
ten  prototype  plots,  the  <ffa- 
monds  should  be  worth  a  kin£S 
ransom,  or  at  feast  a  queens 
wedding-present  They  should 
have  a.  romantic  past-  S  they 
cannot  have  adorned  tiie  head  erf 
a  Hindu  idol  tbe  Wmdsor 
bottom-drawer  vnB  do. 
should  belong  to  a 
.  unattached  and  wrigmarir  Jady. 
The  Duchess  passes  at  least  ftro 
of  these:  tests.  She  should  be 
aristocratic,  so  that  her  necklace 
las  a  handle,  as  m  The  Eustace 
Diamonds,  and  tiie  public  can 
fed  pity  but  not  tenor  lhat  she 
will  be  reduced  to  a  cardboard 
box  fay  her  loss.  There  may  be 
even  .a  fait  of  Schadenfreude 
about  toe  fabulously  rich  losing 
a  fabled  bauble.  The  theft  of  a 
diamond  necklace  is  more  of  a 
victimless  crime  than  fraudu¬ 
lently  dealing  in  derivatives, 
because  duchesses  can  stand 
their  loss  better  than  pensioners. 

The  Duchess  even  bad  fix  tact 
to  get  tiie  attendant  rircnm- 
stances  and  mmnrplqrers  spot- 
on.  It  adds  genre  colour  for  snow 
to  be  gostmg  horizontally  as 
Raffles,  die 

in  evening  dress,  swarins 
lessfy  up  the  drainpipe.  The 
lady's  maid  should  naturally  be 
distraught,  and  it  helps  to  have 
an  exact  timetable  for  the  theft. 
Times  for  checking  in  baggage, 


plane  taking  off  and  landing, 
baggage  bong  unloaded  will  do 
nicety  for  Poirot  or  contempo¬ 
rary  plotters  of  litde  giqr  graph¬ 
ics  in  newspaper.  Romantic 
interest,  such  as  a  divorced 
husband  or  Texan  financial 
consultant,  should  hover  in  the 
background.  There  is  always  a 
mystery.  Why  take  the  neddaoe 
and  bracelet,  but  leave  behind 
toe  matching  earrings  and  ring. 

The  patient  of  these  diamond 
necklace  capers  is  formulaic-  In 
the  first  modem  detective  stray 
the  heroine  suspects  tout  her 
lover  may  be  the  thief  of  The 
Moonstone.  A  century  later  in 
To  Catch  a  Thief. \  Grace  Kefly 
similarly  suspects  her  suspi¬ 
cious  lower,  a  retired  cat  burglar. 
“Why  should  I  steal.  Itn  nefa?” 
Cary  Grant  asks.  “How  dkf  you 
get  rich?"  “By  stealing" 

Flora  Captain  mamas  Blood, 
the  Irish  cracksman  to  whom 
Charles  n  gave  a  job  hi  admira¬ 
tion  for  his  attempt  an  toe 
Crown  Jewels,  to  The  Pink 
Panther,  that  pratfall  between 
Raffles  and  Mr  Hufot.  life 
imitates  diamond-necklace  lar¬ 
ceny  and  vice  versa.  Diamond 
theft  forms  a  stock  theme  for  toe 
professor  emeritus  of  detectives, 
because  it  can  be  presented  as  a 
high-life  and  relatively  harmless 
crime.  Sherlock  Holmes  could 
hardly  tackle  a  low-life  crime 
such  as  drug-smuggling,  for  he 
liked  a  fix  himself.  f 

But  his  adventures  run  on 
diamonds.  The  Mazarin 
Stone,  which  Holmes  re¬ 
covered,  was  named  afro- Cardi¬ 
nal  Jules  Mazarin  (ICGW66I), 
and  Lady  Prances  Carfax  was 
abducted  for  her  curiously  cut 
diamonds.  Without  diamonds. 
Holmes  would  have  had  a 
practice  as  quiet  as  Watson’S. 

Now,  most  carefully  upon  the 
hour  of  the  tradition.  The  Hold¬ 
all  of  the  Duchess’s  Diamonds 
has  a  happy  ending.  The  brace¬ 
let  is  found  in  the  locker  of  John 
F.  Kennedy  airport  rather  than 
Paddington  station.  The  thief 
who  has  confessed  has  a  suit¬ 
ably  mafiosi  name.  The  sleuths 
include  a  former  Detective  Chitf 
Superintendent  at  Scotland 
Yard  (Lestrade  marfa*  it  only  to 
inspector)  and  gumshoes  from 
tiie  Hudson  General  Company. 
Do  not  suggest  it  is  coincidence 
that  they  are  named  after  the 
long-suffering  landlady  of  271 R 
Baker  Street  At  the  eem  of 


P'H'S 


revelation  and  panache  at  toe 
end  of  The  Adventure  of  the  Six 
Napoleons.  Watson  records: 

Lestrade  and  I  sat  silent  for  a 
moment,  and  then,  with  a 
spontaneous  impulse,  we  both 
broke  out  clapping  as  at  the 
well- wrought  crisis  of  a  play.  A 
flush  of  colour  sprang  to 
Holmes’s  pale  chgrfty,  and  he 
bowed  to  us  like  the  master 
£b‘anTatist  who  receives  the  hom¬ 
age  erf  his  audience. " 

The  Duchess  can  blush  with 
shared  pleasure  as  we  Hap  far 
toe  recovery  of  her  diamonds 
and  the  return  of  glamour  to 
crime.  -• 
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MAN  OF  THE  HOUR 


A  few  words  in  Chancellor  Kohl’s  ear 


In  search  of  allies,  compromises  and  photo¬ 
opportunities,  Prime  Ministers  criss-cross 
Europe  ahead  of  next  week’s  EU  summit  in 
Madrid  and  next  year’s  re-negotiation  of  the 
Maastricht  treaty.  Yesterday,  John  Major 
swopped,  ideas  with  his  Italian  counterpart 
Lamberto  Dini.  This  evening.  President 
Jacques  Chirac  and  Chancellor  Helmut 
Kohl  meet  to  launch  joint  proposals.  But 
these  prescriptions  will  not  measure  up  to 
the  problems  which  now  threaten  Western 
Europe.  The  only  man  with  the  stature  to 
rescue  Europe  from  disaster  is  Herr  Kohl. 

Few  of  the  ELI’S  leaders  have  truly 
adjusted  to  the  revolution  inside  the  EU 
countries  over  recent  years.  The  paralysis  of 
France  is  just  the  latest  symptom.  Fbr  the 
first  thirty  years  of  the  EEC  and  EC  voters 
gave  their  politicians  a  blank  cheque  to 
“build  Europe”  in  their  name.  When 
Chancellor  Kohl  and  President  Francois 
Alirterrand  agreed  in  1985  to  increase  the  use 

majority  voting  in  the  EC  and  then,  in 
1991.  proposed  that  the  EC  should  take 
powers  over  money,  armies  and  crime,  they 
lost  that  freedom,  probably  for  ever. 

Voters  asked  for  closer  control  of  what 
their  elected  leaders  were  promising  in  their 
name.  The  high  French  vote  against  the 
Maastricht  treaty  in  September  1992  and  the 
current  marches  and  strikes  are  a  warning 
that  the  two  and  a  half  years  between  now 
and  the  decision  on  which  countries  join  the 
planned  single  currency  will  be  turbulent  — 
certainly  on  the  financial  markets,  perhaps 
on  the  streets.  The  German  Chancellor  and 
French  President  believe  that  true  leader¬ 
ship  requires  them  to  plough  on. 

Political  classes  worth  their  position 
should  indeed  lead.  But  leadership  al<m 
requires  that  wisdom  prevail  over  stubborn¬ 
ness.  All  Europeans  must  now  hope  that 
Herr  Kohl  can  be  brought  to  see  that  he  is 
making  a  mistake  on  a  tragic  scale.  It  may 
be  too  much  to  expect  President  Chirac  to 
admit  that  France  needs  the  timetable  for 
monetary  union  to  be  eased:  the  loss  of  face 
might  be  judged  too  great  But  this  is  nor  too 
much  to  ask  of  Herr  Kohl.  For  the  sake  of  the 
entire  Continent  the  German  leader  should 
now  acknowledge  that  his  duty  as  a 
European  statesman  is  to  listen  to  public 
opinion  and  not  to  fight  it 


We  have  long  argued  here  that  die  single 
currency  is  economically  unsound,  politi¬ 
cally  divisive  and  should  be  abandoned.  But 
Herr  Kohl  will  neither  want  nor  need  to  go 
that  far.  If  he  masterminds  a  postponement 
of  the  1999  date  for  the  single  currency,  he 
can  ensure  that  the  world’s  markets  under¬ 
stand  that,  in  agreement  with  France,  he 
seeks  a  delay  and  not  a  cancellation.  In  an 
important  signal  earlier  this  year,  he  hinted 
that  a  two  or  three  year  postponement  would 
not  be  ruinous. 

Whether  Germany  likes  it  or  not  it  is 
Europe’s  central  power  and  strongest  econ¬ 
omy.  Herr  Kohl,  the  Continent’s  dominant 
politician  in  the  closing  years  of  the  century, 
has  narrowed  debate  over  Europe’s  future  to 
a  single  proposition:  integration  must  be 
made  irreversible  and  monetary  union  is  the 
means  to  this  end.  In  convincing  himself 
that  Europe  must  create  a  monetary  union 
before  ail  else.  Herr  Kohl  has  locked  himself 
into  a  cast  of  mind  which  threatens  to  drive 
Europe  towards  the  very  confusion  and 
danger  which  Herr  Kohl  has  dedicated 
himself  to  avoiding. 

German  public  opinion  remains  stub¬ 
bornly  resistant  to  the  single  currency. 
French  public  opinion  is  hardly  warming  to 
the  sacrifices  involved  The  British,  Italian 
and  Spanish  governments  will  not  argue  if 
asked  to  postpone  the  new  currency.  If  the 
Chancellor  does  not  find  these  arguments 
persuasive,  he  should  heed  the  signals  from 
the  governments  to  his  east  who  wait  to 
negotiate  their  EU  entry  and  fear  that  single 
currency  crises  will  distract  the  EU^ 
leaders.  In  1998  France  and  Germany  are  to 
hold  general  elections;  all  governments  may 
still  be  ratifying  Maastricht  revisions:  the 
key  decisions  on  the  creation  of  the  single 
currency  are  to  be  taken;  and  talks  with 
leading  central  European  states  might  start 
What  will  suffer  in  this  overcrowded  and 
unpredictable  agenda?  The  east  will  suffer— 
and  with  it  the  essential  security  of  Europe. 

Finding  effective  ways  to  re-connect  the 
two  halves  of  the  Continent  is  the  most 
urgent  moral  task  facing  Europe’s  political 
leaders.  Herr  Kohl  can  tackle  this  challenge 
only  by  relaxing  die  unworkable  currency 
timetable.  By  pursuing  that  obsession,  he 
risks  wrecking  the  Union  itself. 


SURVIVAJL  COURSES 


School  testing  gives  insights  into  pupils  and  teachers 


National  testing  of  schoolchildren  has 
endured  the  assaults  of  both  the  teaching 
profession  and  its  allies  in  the  Labour  Party. 
And  it  has  survived:  1995  was  the  first  year 
in  which  the  full  complement  of  tests  for 
seven,  eleven  and  fourteen  year  olds  was 
administered.  Yesterday,  the  School  Curric¬ 
ulum  and  Assessment  Authority  released  a 
report  which  provides  some  useful  analysis 
of  the  outcomes  of  those  first  tests: 

The  report  notes  that  at  the  request  of 
teachers  who  had  “complained  of  undue 
workload  involved  in  marking  the  tests”, 
SCAA  last  year  introduced  external  mark¬ 
ing.  Nearly  13.000  markers  were  recruited 
and  additional  funding  was  made  available 
to  reduce  the  “administrative  burden"  of  the 
test  programme.  Generations  of  parents 
who  can  remember  a  time  when  classroom 
testing  was  a  routine  part  of  a  teacher’s  job, 
may  well  wonder  at  the  expense  of  this 
external  marking  and  supply  cover  _ — 
especially  when  the  teachers’  unions  which 
demanded  it  as  the  price  of  ending  their 
boycott  of  tests  complain  about  levels  of 
education  funding.  Blit  if  such  spending  was 
necessary  to  gain  teachers’  co-operation,  it 
will  have  proved  worthwhile. 

This  report  offers  the  first  opportunity  to 
make  any  overall  judgment  of  a  mammoth 
experiment  in  assessing  a  generation  of 
pupils  and  their  teachers.  What  it  states 
explicitly  is  interesting:  even  more  so  is  what 
may  be  read  between  its  lines.  The  comment 
.that  many  children  seamed  to  be  overly 
♦reliant  on  the  use  of  calculators  to  cany  out 
mathematical  operations  will  ring  true  to 
many  parents.  So  too  will  the  comment  that 


children  found  mathematical  problems 
involving  a  “multi-stage  ordered  strategy'* 
difficult,  presumably  because  an  ability  to 
deal  with  such  problems  requires  rigorous 
structured  teaching.  If  they  served  no  other 
purpose,  national  tests  would  be  useful  in 
providing  this  kind  of  insight  into  the 
weaker  areas  of  education. 

A  more  subtle  but  equally  useful  finding  is 
that  while  primary  school  girls  did  notably 
better  than  boys  on  reading  comprehension 
tests  which  involved  fictional  passages,  the 
boys  performed  better  when  the  material 
was  non-fiction.  This  leads  to  a  helpful 
recommendation  that  the  range  of  reading 
matter  in  primary  schools  should  include 
“information"  books  likely  to  appeal  to  boys. 

A  telling  aspect  of  the  report  is  a  recurrent 
theme  in  the  remarks  from  teachers.  In 
English,  for  example,  “some  teachers  were 
.  concerned  at  the  inclusion  of  a  difficult  poem 
that  they  believed  would  be  inaccessible  to 
less  able  pupils”.  In  science,  the  provision  of 
the  extension  test  (designed  for  pupils  to 
demonstrate  the  highest  levels  of  attain¬ 
ment)  was  “queried  by  some  teachers 
because  of  the  very  small  number  of  pupils 
who  sat  it"  In  mathematics,  the  same 
doubts  were  expressed  about  the  extension 
paper  which  was  suitable  for  “so  few 
pupils” 

There  is  clearly  still  resistance  among 
some  teachers  to  stretching  the  brightest 
children.  SCAA  must  resist  this  pressure.  If 
a  programme  of  national  testing  is  to  mean 
anything,  it  must  provide  for  the  full  range 
of  pupils’  abilities  —  however  rare  the 
highest  achievers  may  be. 


THE  RIGHT  SUBSIDY 

Loosen  the  rules  far  lottery  money  to  the  arts 


Britain’s  subsidised  arts  organisations  are 
gripped  by  a  master  whose  split  personality 
is  causing  alarm  and  problems.  On  some 
mornings  the  Arts  Council  —  newly  en¬ 
riched  by  its  vast  share  of  National  lottery 
proceeds  —  can  behave  like  a  soft-hearted 
billionaire,  tossing  a  cheque  for  £55  million  . 
to  the  Royal  Opera.  House  and  spending 
millions  more  on  other,  less  controversial, 
projects  round  the  country. 

On  other  mornings  it  must  play  the  mad 
axeman.  Last  week  it  learnt  that  its 
government  grant  is  to  be  reduced  by  £5 
million:  a  small  saving  in  government 
spending  means  that  Jhe  Arts  Council  wm 

have  about  8  per  cent  less  to  spend  nextyear, 

in  real  terms,  on  revenue  funding  for  its 

clients.  -  -  -  .  .  . 

According,  to  current  rules,  the  obvious 
cure  to  this  disorder  is  not  available.  Lottery 
money  can  be  allocated  only  for  capital, 
projects  -  budding,  restoring,  renovating  - 
not  for  the  art  that  takes  place  inside  these 
buildings.  This  is  bad  news  for  the 
orchestras,  theatres  and  galleries  already  on 
the  critical  list.  False  alarms  raised  by 
claques  of  professional  whingers  are.  a 
regular  performance  in  the  arts:  nonetheless 
the  prospect  of  major  companies  bong 
bankrupted  in  a  matter  of  months  is  real. 


What  is  particularly  galling  to  people  in 
the  arts  world  is  the  public  perception  that 
they  have  done  exceedingly  well  out  of  the 
lottery.  Indeed  they  have.  In  vain  do  they 
protest  that  it  is  the  “wrong  kind  of  subsidy”. 

The  wrong  kind  of  subsidy  must  now  be 
turned  into  the  right  land.  Arts  admin¬ 
istrators  originally  pressed  for  lottery  money 
to  be  reserved  for  capital  projects  because 
they  believed  that  the  Government  would 
then  be  forced  to  maintain  its  arts  subsidy  at 
a  pre-lottery  level.  That  belief  looks  even 
more  naive  now  than  it  did  at  the  time.  The 
Arts  Council  has  been  given  a  sharp  lesson 
in  reaJpdlitik,  and  must  now  sit  down  with 
the  Heritage  Secretary  and  devise  new  rules 
that  will  release  some  lottery  funds  for 
revenue  spending. 

Establishing  endowments  for  companies 
with  a  proven  record  of  artistic  excellence  is 
one  strategy  that  has  much  to  recommend  it 
An  alternative  would  be  to  use  lottery  money 
to  reward  companies  that  make  genuine 
attempts  to  broaden  their  audiences, 
particularly  among  the  young.  Whichever 
way  is  chosen,  a  change  is  needed  urgently. 
The  spectacle  of  a  nation  building  new  opera 
houses  and  art  galleries,  while  letting  its  arts 
wither  for  Jack  of  £5  million,  would  bring 
glory  to  no-one. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

1  Pennington  Street  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-782  5000 


The  challenges  of  replacing  A  levels 


Better  handling  of 
‘mad  cow’  scare 

From  DrH.  C.  Grunt 

Sir,  In  March  1969  you  published  a 
letter  from  me  in  which  I  warned  that 
unless  bovine  brain  was  totally  ban¬ 
ned  from  human  food  or  avoided  we 
faced  a  new  human  health  hazard  in 
the  form  of  an  unbeatable  dementia 
[letters,  December  5). 

Nothing  has  changed  since  then: 
our  pies,  p&tes,  stock  cubes  and  tinned 
beef  items  are  still  infected  with  the 
sinister  and  indestructible  organism, 
the  scrapie  agent  Not  only  has  the 
November  1989  ban  (on  cattle  brains 
being  added  to  our  “meat  products") 
been  poorly  monitored  in  the  abat¬ 
toirs  but  calves’  brains  were  never  in¬ 
cluded  in  that  ban  and  some  calves 
are  bom  infected 

The  three  standard  MAFF  proclam¬ 
ations  aimed  at  reassuring  the  public 
are  all  based  on  faulty  dogma.  They 
are:  “There  is  no  evidence  that  BSE 
can  infect  humans"  —  of  course  there 
is  no  direct  evidence:  there  cannot  be 
until  the  next  decade.  And  “Don’t 
worry  about  BSE:  we  kill  every  infect¬ 
ed  animal"  —  they  do  not  they  kill  off 
every  visibly  infected  animal  And 
“We  have  lived  wife  scrapie  for  two 
centuries  and  it  has  not  done  us  any 
harm,  so  BSE  will  not  either".  The 
reason  scrapie  has  not  done  us  much 
harm  is  that  sheeps’  brains  were  ne¬ 
ver  traditionally  removed  to  be  added 
to  human  food  whereas  cattle  brains 
were.  ■ 

Yours  faithfully. 

H.  C.  GRANT, 

10  Antrim  Grove,  NW3. 

December  3. 

From  MrHamish  Orr-Ewing 

Sir,  The  Government  has  for  many 
years  required  livestock  farmers  to  re¬ 
cord  ah  cattle  movements,  from  birth 
to  slaughter,  in  a  “movements  book” 
which  is  subject  to  snap  inspections  by 
officials  and  subsequently  filed  by 
MAFF. 

In  the  case  of  BSE  however.  MAFF 
records  only  farms  where  an  animal 
has  been  culled  as  suffering  from  the 
disease,  even  if  that  animal  came  on  to 
the  farm  only  days  before.  No  attempt 
is  made  to  trace  back  through  the 
movements  records  to  identify  the 
farm  where  the  disease  was  contract¬ 
ed,  and  because  of  the  long  incubation 
period  the  originating  herd  may  never 
have  recorded  an  outbreak. 

This  omission  makes  any  definition 
of  a  BSE-free  farm  a  cosmetic  farce. 

Yours  faithfully. 

HAMISH  ORR-EWING, 

Fox  Mill  Farm,  Purton, 

Swindon,  Wiltshire. 

From  Mr  Andrew  Sebire 

Sir.  Professor  Sir  Bernard  Tomlinson 
seems  to  base  his  concern  over  beef¬ 
burgers  and  other  processed  meat 
products  on  the  assumption  that  they 
might  contain  offal  (report,  December 
2). 

This  would  appear  to  overlook  the 
obvious  fact  that  beefburgers  (and 
pies)  can  be  and  often  are  made  solely 
from  the  pure  beef  products  which  he 
does  daim  to  eat 

The  apparent  imprecision  in  Profes- 
sor  Tomlinson’s  argument  causes  con¬ 
cern  to  those  of  us  who  produce  high- 
quality  meat  products  from  BSE-free 
cattle  and  who  wish  to  see  the  BSE  is¬ 
sue  handled  sensibly,  safely  and  with¬ 
out  hysteria. 

Yours  sincerely, 

ANDREW  SEBIRE. 

Lower  Hurst  Farm,  Hartzngton. 

Nr  Buxton.  Derbyshire. 

December  4. 

From  Mr  P.  H.  Coulthurst 

Sir,  “Staggers"  is  described  in  various 
dictionaries  printed  in  the  early  1990s 
as  “disease  of  the  brain  in  cattle  caus¬ 
ing  a  stumbling  gait".  Perhaps  BSE 
has  been  with  us  for  a  long  time. 

Yours  faithfully, 

P.  H.  COULTHURST, 

35  New  Bam  JLane. 

Cheltenham,  Gloucestershire. 
Decembers. 


Water  shortages 

From  Mr  Roger  J.  White 

Sir,  The  failure  of  some  water  com¬ 
panies  to  provide  adequate  control  of 
their  leakage  highlights  a  weakness  of 
the  arrangements  that  were  made  for 
privatisation. 

The  water  companies  daim  to  pro¬ 
ride  an  economic  level  of  leakage  con¬ 
trol,  but  all  too  often  this  is  simply  not 
true.  The  problem  is  that  the  so-called 
economies  take  no  account  of  die  loss 
of  garden  plants  under  a  hosepipe  ban 
or  the  general  inconvenience  and  risk 
to  health  when  supplies  are  restricted. 
The  water  companies  take  the  same 
revenue  for  reduced  supplies  as  they 
do  for  unrestricted  supplies.  The  prob¬ 
lem  is  compounded  in  scene  areas  by 
the  pressure  on  local  managers  to  cut 
costs,  with  spending  on  leakage  con¬ 
trol  an  easy  option  for  the  cuts. 

There  is  a  simple  answer  to  fit  the 
managements  which  are  driven  by  the 
bottom  line  of  their  accounts.  The 
water  companies  should  be  required 
to  pay  substantial  compensation  for 
restrictions  on  supply.  Compensation 
is  available  for  other  failures  of  ser¬ 
vice  and  should  now  be  extended  to 
the  most  fundamental  service  of  all. 
the  supply  of  water. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ROGER  WHITE 
(Consulting  water  engineer). 

Church  Cottage,  Pangboume  HID, 
Pangboume.  Berkshire. 

December  4. 


From  Mr  AndrewMbrris 

Sir,  Mr  Neil  Sheldon.  Surmaster  of 
the  Manchester  Grammar  School,  ar¬ 
gues  convincingly  that  our  ablest 
school  students  need  to  be  better 
served  by  the  18-plus  examinations 
f*Best  for  the  brightest?".  Education, 
December  I).  May  I  make  a  similar 
point  regarding  less  able  students. 

Mr  Sheldon  is  right  to  point  out  that 
“increasingly,  the  purpose  of  sixth- 
form  education  is  university  en¬ 
trance”,  but  this  trend  is  not  helpful  to 
the  majority  of  children  who.  at  16- 
plus.  have  a  choice  of  a  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  courses  or  of  leaving  school  al¬ 
together. 

The  GCSE  is  not  necessarily  suit¬ 
able  as  the  ultimate  scholastic  goal  of 
a  large  number  of  students,  many  of 
whom  feel  that  they  would  like  to  ex¬ 
tend  their  academic  education  with¬ 
out  the  rigours  of  preparing  for  uni¬ 
versity  entrance. 

The  death  of  the  AO  level  more  than 
a  decade  ago  was  a  blow  to  many  of 
these  students,  and  the  AS  level  is  not 
an  equal  substitute.  The  alternatives 
seem  to  be  either  a  broader  and  less 
rigorous  sixth-form  education,  with 
extension  papers  for  those  seeking 
university  entrance,  or  a  two-tier  sys¬ 
tem  in  which  both  tiers  teach  and  exa¬ 
mine  the  full  range  of  subjects. 

As  David  Charter  points  out,  in  his 
article  alongside  Mr  Sheldon'S,  the 
Minister  of  State  for  Education  has  re¬ 
cently  announced  the  extension  of 
GNVQ  subjects  and  the  prospect  of 
more  to  come.  Will  the  Government 
be  able,  or  ultimately  wish,  to  afford 
this  development  as  it  clearly  means 
that  more  teachers  will  be  required? 

Alternatively,  would  the  univer¬ 
sities  —  particularly  those  in  the 
"premier  league”,  to  which  Mr  Shel¬ 
don  refers  —  support  the  notion  of  a 
broader  curriculum  and  a  return  to 
university-set  entrance  papers? 

Yours  faithfully, 

ANDREW  MORRIS 
(Director  of  Music), 

Bedford  School, 

Burnaby  Road,  Bedford. 

December  2. 

From  the  Headmaster  of 
Small  Heath  School.  Birmingham 

Sir,  Is  Neil  Sheldon  making  a  case  or 
offering  a  public  confession  of  failure 
to  motivate? 

He  seems  to  assume  that  because 
more  pupils  are  obtaining  A  grades  at 
GCE  A  level  the  examinations  must 
have  become  easier.  This  does  not  ne¬ 
cessarily  follow  —  it  may  be,  for  exam¬ 
ple.  that  more  students  are  working 
harder  or  that  teachers  have  become 


Oh  dear 

From  Mrs  Diana  M.  Lockyer 

Sir,  When  my  husband  visited  me  and 
our  newly  born  fourth  son  in  hospital 
(letters,  December  1, 6).  he  remarked: 
“This  is  certainly  the  ugliest  child  you 
have  yet  produced." 

Afterwards,  to  ray  delight,  one  of 
the  other  mothers  commented  on  our 
son's  striking  resemblance  to  his 
father. 

Yours  triumphantly, 

DIANA  M.  LOCKYER. 

3  Clarendon  Road, 

Broadstone, 

Dorset. 

December  6, 


more  effective  in  enabling  students  to 
master  the  requisite  knowledge  and 
skills,  or  both. 

Whilst  syllabuses  are  constantly 
evolving  to  reflect  developments  with¬ 
in  subject  disciplines,  the  examination 
boards  are  confident  that  their  moni¬ 
toring  process  has  enabled  them  to 
maintain  levels  of  academic  rigour,  ir¬ 
respective  of  examination  style. 

Our  universities  are  learning  swift¬ 
ly  that  third-rate  degrees  and  courses 
will  not  satisfy  the  needs  of  an  increas¬ 
ingly  perceptive  student  market  By 
the  same  token,  undergraduates  are 
being  left  in  no  doubt  by  employers 
that  they  have  ways  of  evaluating 
graduate  qualifications  —  that  quality 
counts. 

Surely  it  is  not  beyond  the  wit  of 
schools  for  the  most  able  to  generate 
motivation  and  create  challenges  to 
learn  without  such  props  as  open- 
entrance  examinations? 

Yours  sincerely. 

CECIL  KNIGHT. 

Headmaster, 

Small  Heath  School,  Muntz  Street, 
Small  Heath,  Birmingham. 
December  4 

From  the  Principal  of  the  United 
World  College  of  the  Atlantic 

Sir,  As  one  who  has  been  closely  in¬ 
volved  with  the  International  Bacca¬ 
laureate  for  the  last  24  years  I  have 
frequently  spoken  critically  of  A  lev¬ 
els,  on  the  grounds  that  they  are  too 
specialised  and  that  they  exclude  im¬ 
portant  areas  of  study  for  students  re¬ 
stricted  to  two  or  three  subjects.  To 
learn  that  this  gold-standard  rigour  is 
now  suspect  seems  to  undermine  the 
last  vestige  of  support  that  A  levels 
could  claim. 

Certainly  our  students  preparing 
for  the  International  Baccalaureate 
are  not  bored  or  unchallenged.  The 
programme  is  designed  to  provide 
both  specialisation  and  breadth.  Our 
science  students  are  required  to  tackle 
languages  and  the  humanities  and 
vice  versa,  and  not  just  to  narrow 
down  into  their  favourite  subjects. 

It  is  a  challenge,  but  remarkably 
one  that  seems  to  provide  enjoyment. 
Going  from  a  physics  class  to  a 
French  class,  to  chemistry  practical  to 
a  theory  of  knowledge  discussion, 
seems  to  stimulate  energy  and  enthu¬ 
siasm,  not  dissipate  them.  RIP  A  lev¬ 
els. 

Yours  sincerely, 

COLIN  JENKINS,  Principal. 

United  World  College  of  the  Atlantic, 
St  Donat's  Castle. 

Llantwit  Major,  South  Glamorgan. 
December  1. 


tiie  three  crowns  currently  residing  at 
Asprey.  A  fine  public  relations  coup 
for  Camelot,  too. 

I  remain.  Sir.  your  obedient  servant, 
ANDREW  AYLWIN, 

27  EHerton  Road, 

Wimbledon,  SW20. 

December  3. 


. . .  and  royal  jewels 

From  Mrs  K.  A.  Campbell 

Sir,  A  duchess  ...  a  lady-in-waiting 
. . .  international  air  travel . . .  missing 
gems ...  an  unlocked  bag . . .  (report, 
December  6). 

Hercule  Poirot  would  have  loved  ill 

Yours  faithfully, 

K_  A.  CAMPBELL. 

19  Niton  Street,  SW6. 

December  6. 

From  Ms  Penny  Scott 

Sir.  Surely  the  concern  must  be  not 
that  items  went  missing,  but  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  what  could  have  been  added. 

Yours  faithfully. 

PENNY  SCOTT, 

9  Chiswick  Staithe,  W4. 

December  6. 


call  for  Britain  to  impose  an  arms  em¬ 
bargo  on  Indonesia  to  halt  the  blood¬ 
shed. 

It  is  time  for  Indonesia  to  admit  that 
its  attempt  to  win  East  Timorese 
hearts  ana  minds  through  the  barrel 
of  a  gun  has  failed.  Not  only  has  East 
Timorese  resistance  to  Indonesian 
brutality  been  unflinching,  but  inter¬ 
national  pressure  is  mounting  fbr  In¬ 
donesia  to  comply  with  a  United  Na¬ 
tions  General  Assembly  resolution 
calling  fbr  its  withdrawal  from  East 
Timor. 

Yours  etc, 

IAN  UNDEN  (General  Secretary), 
Catholic  Institute  for 
International  Relations, 

Unit  3,  Canonbuiy  Yard, 

19a  New  North  Road,  Islington,  Nl. 


Kara  avis 

From  Mr  Anthony  G.  G.  Lewis 

Sir.  A  woodcock  has  just  flown  past 
my  office  window  (across  the  road 
from  the  Tower  of  London) — last  seen 
heading  towards  the  Lloyds  building. 
I  hope  it  finds  decent  cover. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ANTHONY  LEWIS, 

Sceptre  Court 
40  Tower  Hill,  EC3. 

December  6. 


Letters  dtould  carry  a  daytime 
telephone  number.  They  may  be 
faxed  lo  017J-782-5046. 


Gem  of  an  innings 
in  Johannesburg 

From  Mr  M.  J.  Dowsett 

Sir,  You  compare  Atherton's  magnifi¬ 
cent  innings  against  South  Africa  with 
Gooch's  triple  century  against  India 
(leading  article.  December  5),  dismiss¬ 
ing  the  latter  as  a  mere  "turkey  shoot". 

The  real  comparison  is  with 
Gooch’s  unbeaten  154  in  the  first  Test 
against  West  Indies  at  Headingley  in 
1991  which,  given  (he  circumstances  in 
which  it  was  played,  has  been  describ¬ 
ed  as  the  greatest  innings  in  Test  his¬ 
tory. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.J.  DOWSETT. 

7  Lambs  Hose, 

Kidlington.  Oxfordshire. 

December5. 

From  MrT.  G.  Rosenthal 

Sir,  In  the  justifiable  euphoria  over 
England's  magnificent  draw  in  Jo¬ 
hannesburg  perhaps  we  should  reflect 
that,  had  Atherton  performed  the 
same  Herculean  feat  while  playing  fbr 
Lancashire  against  Yorkshire,  his 
county  would  have  received  no  more 
points  than  if  h  had  lost 
Those  who  lose  in  football  get  no 
points,  while  those  who  draw  get  one. 

It  is  time  that  this  anomaly  in  the 
county  championship  was  removed 
and  that  those  who  draw  should 
equally  share,  as  happens  in  football, 
two-thirds  of  the  points  awarded  for  a 
win. 

Yours  faithfully, 

TOM  ROSENTHAL, 

167  Gloucester  Avenue.  NW1. 
December  5. 

From  Mr  Ian  Mitchell 

Sir.  How  ignorant  your  leading  article 
is  of  us  denizens  of  the  wasteland 
“north  of  the  Border”. 

This  “uncricketed  people"  not  only 
boasts  a  very  large  number  of  cricket 
clubs,  but  has  also,  as  a  moment’s 
thought  would  have  reminded  the 
perpetrator  of  this  smug  piece,  pro¬ 
duced  more  than  one  England  Test 
captain. 

Having  kept  up  a  habit  of  many 
years  by  following  —  just  like  “those  in 
England"  —  die  bafl-by-ball  com¬ 
mentary  on  the  match  on  radio,  I  have 
to  admit  that  I  react  to  the  interrup¬ 
tions  for  the  Daily  Service  and  This 
Sceptrd  Isle  with  a  sad  shake  of  the 
head  and  a  quiet  “How  very  English". 

Much  is  made  of  the  anti-English 
dement  in  Scottish  nationalism  (to 
which  [  do  not  subscribe),  but  it  has  to 
be  said  that,  sometimes,  you  ask  for  it 

Yours  faithfully, 

IAN  MITCHELL 
76  South  Mains  Road, 

Milngavie.  Glasgow. 

December5. 

From  Dr  Michael  Waldman 

Sir.  In  your  December  5  issue  I  was 
delighted  to  find  no  fewer  than  three 
articles  of  interest  to  my  sixth-form 
geologists.  Encouraged  by  the  discov¬ 
ery  of  such  riches.  I  commented  to  the 
students  an  the  considerable  educa¬ 
tional  value  of  such  an  excellent 
broadsheet 

I  then  chanced  upon  your  third 
leader,  entitled  “Cream  of  Manches¬ 
ter”,  die  final  paragraph  of  which  be¬ 
gan,  with  painful  infelicity,  “Atherton 
never  looked  like  he  would  get  out". 

This  presents  me  with  a  problem, 
for.  in  the  event  of  having  a  pupil 
studying  both  English  and  geology, 
what  do  I  now  recommend? 

Yours  faithfully, 

MICHAEL  WALDMAN. 

Stowe  School,  Stowe.  Buckingham. 
Decembers. 


Sports  letters,  page  42 


French  strikes 

From  Dr  Robert  M.  Bruce-Chwatt 

Sir,  Three  cheers  for  the  French!  Des¬ 
pite  the  loss  of  wages  and  inconve¬ 
nience,  at  least  they  stiff  have  the  cour¬ 
age  to  let  their  Government  know  how 
they  fed  (reports,  December  4. 5;  lead¬ 
ing  article,  December  4).  Here  we 
have  suffered  more  and  worse  injus¬ 
tices  from  our  own  with  not  so  much 
as  a  squeak. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ROBERT  M.  BRUCE-CHWATT, 
York  Lodge. 

1  York  Read.  Richmond.  Surrey. 
Decembers. 

From  Mr  Anthony  Martin 

Sir,  For  the  benefit  of  wavering  Con¬ 
servatives  who  may  have  forgotten  the 
legacy  of  socialism  might  1  suggest  a 
visit  to  Paris  to  refresh  the  memory? 

Yours  faithfully. 

ANTHONY  MARTIN. 

Whitestone  House, 

Whitestone,  Exeter.  Devon. 

December  4. 


Emergency  measures 

From  MrD.  W.  Wright 

Sir.  On  Monday  there  was  a  light 
dusting  of  snow  in  Tunbridge  Wells, 
as  a  result  of  which  my  daughter’s 
school  closed  early  and  die  pupils 
were  sent  home 

Do  Swiss  children  receive  any  for¬ 
mal  education  at  all  (hiring  the  winter 
months? 

Yours  faithfully. 

D.  W.  WRIGHT. 

Hollin  House  Court  Road, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Kent. 

December  6. 


Royal  crowns . . . 

From  Mr  Richard  Rawsthom 

Sir.  I  doubt  whether  more  than  a 
handful  of  people  knew  of  the  crowns 
of  George  I  and  George  IV  (reports, 
December  4, 5).  They  would  not  have 
been  missed  if  they  had  been  shipped 
abroad  without  publicity.  However, 
now  that  the  media  have  got  the  story 
(and  I  doubt  if  the  resultant  hype  will 
lower  the  price)  the  nation  wrings  its 
hands  in  dismay.  Supposing  the  two 
crowns  are  kept  in  Britain,  will  the 
public  at  large  remember  them  in  a 
years  time? 

The  headline  on  your  leadihfe  article 
today  says:  “The  royal  crowns  of  Eng¬ 
land  are  the  purest  national  heritage.” 
That  remark  about  two  long-forgotten 
baubles  serves  to  remind  us  what  non¬ 
sense  the  business  of  “heritage”  is. 

Yours  faithfully, 

RICHARD  RAWSTHORN. 

Barcroft, 

Cliviger,  Nr  Burnley,  Lancashire. 
Decembers. 

From  Mr  Andrew  Aylwin 

Sir,  If  ever  there  were  a  case  for  Na¬ 
tional  Lottery  funds  being  released  to 
serve  items  of  heritage  for  the  country, 
then  surely  it  must  be  the  purchase  of 


Timor  anniversary 

From  Mr  Ian  Linden 

Sir,  December  7  is  the  20th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  invasion  of  East  Timor  by 
Indonesian  troops. 

Britain's  supply  of  arms  to  Indone¬ 
sia  has  undoubtedly  fuelled  the  re¬ 
pression  which  has  been  a  daily  real¬ 
ity  for  the  East  Timorese  since  the  in¬ 
vasion.  Any  protest  has  led  to  harass¬ 
ment.  torture  and  death  for  an  esti¬ 
mated  200,000  people  from  East  Ti¬ 
mor,  for  which  Britain  must  share 
some  moral  responsibility. 

Only  a  month  ago,  British-supplied 
Hawk  jets  flew  over  the  capital.  Dili, 
on  the  fourth  anniversary  of  the  Santa 
Cruz  cemetery  massacre,  when 
around  250  East  Timorese  were  killed. 
A  lobby  of  Parliament  tomorrow  will 


December  6. 


COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  &  The  Queen.  Colcrjd-nv- 
Chiet  was  entertained  to  Luncheon 
this  afternoon  by  the  Officers  of  The 
Queen'S  Lancashire  Beaman  in  die 
i  Officers*  Mess,  St  James*  Palace, 
and  was  'received  tv  the  Cbtonei 
fMajcr  General  Scott  Grant). 

Iter  Majesty.  Patron,  later  opened 
the  Harrow  Campus  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Westminster  at  Ncrthwkk 
Park  and  was  received  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Governors  (Sir 
Leonard  Peach),  the  Rector  (Professor 
Terence  Buriin)  and  the  Mayor  of 
Brail  (Counriltar  G*«n  Toofcey]- 
The  Queen  mured  the  campus. 
V  meeting  governors  and  students,  and 
-  viewed  various  displays  and 
activities. 

Hie  Queen  and  Hie  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  were  represented  by  Gen- 
eralS.r  Michael  Ctowar  the  Service  of 
.  Thanksgiving  for  the  life  of  the  Very 
Reverend  Dr  Ronald  Sdby  Wright 
(Extra  Chaplain  to  Hie  Queen  in 
’  Scotland)  which  was  held  in 
Canongate  Kirk.  Edinburgh,  today. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  was  rej»e- 
sented  by  the  Very  Reverend  Dr 
William  Morris. 

Hie  Princess  Royal  was  repre¬ 
sented  fay  Lieutenant  General  Sir 
Robert  Richardson. 

The  Princess  Margaret.  Countess 
of  Snowdon  was  represented  fay 
Brigadier  lain  Reid. 

Princess  ABce.  Duchess  of  Glouces¬ 
ter  was  reprrarmrri  by  Dame  Jean 
MaxwcU-SootL 

Dccember  fc  Tbe  Princess  Royal, 
Patron,  (be  National  Autistic  Society, 
today  attended  die  Take  a  Sear* 
event  at  the  MGM  Cinema. 
Gloucester. 

Her  Royal  Highness.  Patron.  Nat¬ 
ional  Association  of  Citizens  Advice 
Bureaux,  this  afamoca  visited  the 
Stroud  Citizens  Advice  Bureau. 
Brunei  Mall.  London  Road.  Stroud. 
Gloucestershire. 

The  Princess  Royal  afterwards 
opened  a  new  office  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Social  Security  in  ComhilJ 
Shopping  Centre,  Stroud.  Gloucester¬ 
shire. 

CLARENCE  HOUSE 
December  <r  Queen  Elizabeth  The 
Queen  Mother  was  represented  by 
Major  Sir  Ralph  Anstndher.  Bt  at  the 
Service  of  Thanksgiving  fir  tbe  lifeof 
the  Very  Reverend  Dr  Ronald  Sdby 
Wright  which  was  held  in  Canongate 
Kirk.  Edinburgh,  today. 

ST  JAMES’S  PALACE 
December  &  The  Prince  of  Waks, 
President  Business  in  the  Com- 
znumty.  tfrny  momiDs  visited 
Hailwood  Park.  Runcorn.  Cheshire, 
and  viewed  an  edribition  (rf  past  and 
present  buildings  of  the  estate,  met 
residents  and  inured  the  estate. 

His  Royal  Highness,  Earl  of  Ches¬ 
ter.  later  visited  Chester. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  opened  the 
National  Tenants  Resource  Centre. 
Traffwd  HaD.  WimbokisTraffonl 
His  Royal  Highness.  President. 
The  Prince*  Truk,  this  afternoon 


visited  Chesser  Hre  Station  and  met 
young  people  taking  part  in  the 
Volunteer  Programme  together  with 
sponsors  and  fire  officers  who  sup¬ 
port  die  Programme! 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  President,  The 
Princes  Trust,  law  attended  the 
presentation  to  tbe  Trust  of  a  cheque, 
raised  by  theTop  Rank  Organisation, 
at  “Tbp  Rank”.  Brook  Street 

His  Royal  Highness,  President. 
The  Princes  Youth  Business  Trust, 
aftCTwards  attended  a  meeting  of  tbe 
Trusts  Advisor  Network  and  met 
young  businessmen  at  the  Maryland 
Bank  of  North  America. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  this  evening 
gave  a  Reception  for  tbe  AMAR 
(Assisting  Marsh  Arabs  and  Refu¬ 
gees)  Appeal  at  St  Jameses  Palace. 

His  Royal  Highness,  Patron,  Eng¬ 
lish  College  Fbundahon  in  Prague, 
subsequently  ffeve  a  Dinner  at  St 
James*  Palace. 

KENSINGTON  PALACE 
December  &  Hie  Princess  of  Wales. 
Patron.  English  National  Baltecjjhis 

Hortenaa  Road.  LoStonSWlO.  , 

Her  Royal  Highness,  COfcmeHn- 
ChieL  The  Princess  of  Wales*  Royal 
Regiment  (Queen*  and  Royal  Hamp¬ 
shire).  this  afternoon  received 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  Anthony 
Denison-Sraitb  (Colonel).  -  Captain 
Richard  Wald)  (Regimental  repre¬ 
sentative.  Royal  Military  Academy 
Sandhurst)  and  Officer  Cadets  bong 
commissioned  inm  the  Regiment 
Decanter  &  The  Duke  of  Gloucester 
this  evening  attended  a  Reception  to 
marie  the  SDtfa  Anniversary  of  BJS 
Company  Ltd  (Efeoropfciten  and 
Silversmiths)  at  Goldsmiths'  HaiL 
London  EC2. 

YORK  HOUSE 

December  &  The  Duchess  of  Kent 
this  evening  attended  the  British- 
American-Canadian  Ball,  Grosvenor 
House  HoceL  Park  Lane,  London  Wl. 

Mrs  Peter  Trougfaton  was  in 
attendance. 

THATCHED  HOUSE  LODGE 
December  6:  Princess  Alexandra  this 
morning  visited  Si  Catherine's  Hos¬ 
pice.  Lostodc  HaH.  Preston,  and  was 
received  by  Her  Majesty*  Lord- 
Liaitenant  of  Lancashire  (Sir  Simon 
Towndey). 

Her  Royal  Highness.  Chancellor, 
this  afternoon  presided  at  ceremonies 
lor  the  conferment  of  H^her  and 
Honorary  Degrees  and  Postgraduate 
Diplomas  at  Lancaster  University, 
and  later  attended  a  University 
Dinner.  The  Lady  Mary  Mumford 

was  in  aomdanoe. 

The  Queen  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  appoint  the  Reverend 
Canon  Alan  Craig.  Rector  and  Rural 
Dean  of  Morpeth,  the  Venerable 
David  Fleming.  Chaplain  General  erf 
the  Prison  Service  Chaplaincy,  and 
the  Reverend  Canon  Roger  Gilbert. 
Rector  of  Falmouth,  Chaplains  to  Her 
Majesty. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

MrTJ>X.Bevcn 
and  Miss  LG.  Harrison -  j 
Hie  engagement  is  arfflounced’ 
between  Timothy,  son  of  Mr  and 
Ml*  Herbert  Seven,  of  Buford. 

Suffolk,  and  I  XKy,  Hgughter  « f  Mr 
and  Mrs  Philip  Harrison,  of 
Hindon.  Wiltshire. 

Mr  R.WJV1.  Brook 
and  Misa  EJMLG- Satith 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Robert,  son  of  Mr  David 
Brook,  of  Barnstaple,  Devon,  and 
of  Mrs  David  Keen,  and  stepson  of 
Mr  David  Keen,  of  Corston, 
Malmesbury,  Wiltshire,  and 
Emyna,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Ml* 
Julian  Smith,  at  Twyfbrd, 
Hampshire. 

Mr  E.N.C  Chandler 
and  Miss  P.M.  QuickC 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Edward,  second  son  of 
Mr  and  Mr*  Richard  Chandler,  i 
of  Alter  Farm.  Scanerset,  atri 
Penelope,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Edward  Quicke,  at 
Rqystooe  Grange.  Derbyshire. 

Mr  C  Craig 

and  Miss  MLS.  Defgado-Ootor 
Hie  engagement  is  announced 
between  Colin,  eldest  ski  of  the 
late  Mr  and  Mrs  Frank  Craig,  of 
Troon,  and  Sotedad,  youngest 
daughter  of  Mr*  Gregoria  Dotor- 
Laguna.  of  Valdepenas.  Spain. 

Mr  RJBJVf.  Heywortb 
and  Miss  SJP.  Davies 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Rian,  eldest  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Michad  Heyworth,  of 
BdttaY-fay^Sowfand,  Lancashire, 
and  Samantha,  only  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Geoffrey  Davies,  of 
Broadway.  Worcestershire. 

Mr  J.  Longsdon 
and  Miss  E  Cassidy 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James,  eldest  son  of 
Colonel  and  Mrs  fLS-  Longsdon,  of 
Southrop,  Gloucestershire,  and 
Rota,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mis 
LA.  Cassidy,  of  Ampney  Ctvds. 
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Royal  engagements 


The  Queen  and  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  will  visit  Churchill 
China.  Tunstafl,  Stokenn-Trent. 
Staffordshire,  at  10.15;  the  Queen 
will  visit  Bradley  Vffiage  Sheltered 
Housing  Scheme,  Bradley,  at  11X6; 
the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  will  visit 
the  Business  link  Centre,  Festival 
Phrk.  Stofceon-Trenl  at  11.05:  the 
Queen  and  die  Duke  of  Edinburg 
wiD  visit  J.C  Bamford  Excavators. 
Rocester.  at  1220:  the  Queen  mil 
visit  Burton  Hospital,  Burton  upon 
Trent,  at  3.10;  and  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  will visit  the  Carisberg- 
Tettey  Brewery,  Burton  upon 
Trent,  at  3.1CX 

The  Prince  of  Wales  will  visit  the 
College  of  Estate  Management, 
Whiteknights,  Reading,  at  2J5. 
The  Princess  of  Wales,  as  Patron  of 
Centrepmnt,  will  attend  the  char¬ 
ity*  annual  meeting  at  the  Savoy 
Theatre  at  10,45. 

Tbe  Princess  Royal,  as  President  of 
Hie  Princess  Royal  Trust  for 
Carers,  w01  attend  a  trustees* 
meeting  at  Buckingham  Palace  at 
10.30;  aid  will  attend  a  luncheon 
with  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Army  Board  at  St  John*  Wood 
Barracks.  N8,  at  12.45.  Later,  as 
President  of  the  Save  the  Children 


Fund,  she  wiD  attend  the  Festival 
of  Trees  gala  dinner  at  the  Natural 
History  Museum,  SW7,  at  720. 
Princess  Margaret,  as  Honorary 
President  of  the  British  Museum 
Development  Trust,  wiD  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  council  at  the 
British  Museum  at  11-15;  and.  as 
Grand  President  of  St  John  Am¬ 
bulance,  wiU  attend  the  Older  of  St 
John  Royal  Sapphire  Ball  at  the 
Dorchester  hotel  at  8.00. 

Hie  Duke  of  Gloucester  will  open 
the  extension  to  the  chief  office  of 
tbe  Cheshire  Bidding  Society  at 
Castle  Street,  Macdestidd.  at 
11.00;  will  open  WOmstow  Health 
Centre.  Chapel  Lane.  Wflmslcrw,  al 
11.45;  will  visit  Tartan  ftirk. 
Knutsfund.  at  1230;  and  wiD  open 
the  display  area  at  ERE,  Son 
Works,  Sandbach,  at  235. 

Hie  Duke  erf  Kent  will  visit 
Chevron  Aerospace,  Nottingham 
South  Industrial  Estate.  WQJbrd, 
at  11.15;  wfll  open  the  new  head¬ 
quarters  of  (he  Nottingham  Health 
Authority,  Standard  Court.  terk 
Row.  Nottingham,  at  1215;  and 
will  present  Hie  Queen's  Award 
for  Export  Achievement  to  Trinity 
College  London  at  the  House  of 
Lords  al  6.45. 


Mr  JJLSt-P-  Mansfield 
and  Mbs  A.  MX.  Stephens 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  John  Lawrence  St  Pier, 
son  of  Major  Stanley  A.  MansfiekL 
of  Crawley,  Sussex,  and  tbe  late 
Mrs  Josephine  M.  Mansfield,  and 
Arabella  Margaret  Laura,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr  A.A.  Roy  Stephens,  of 
Oxford,  and  Mrs  Fiona  K_ 
Stephens,  of  Lodswnrth,  Sussex. 

MrAJ.  Moore 
and  Miss  A.  Bcritl 
Mr  and  Mrs  R.W.  Bevitt,  of 
MB  ton,  Cambridgeshire,  are 
pleased  to  announce  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  their  daughter  Ann  to 
Arthur  Moore,  son  of  Mr  ami  Mrs 
A.R.  Moore,  of  BoarstalL 
Buckinghamshire 
Mr  N.SJ.  Ritbtal 
and  Mis*  R.CS.  Wfflis 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Nicholas  Simon 
Jonathan,  eldest  son  of  Mr  John 
and  the  late  Mrs  Isabel  Ritbiat  (nfe 
Steinberg),  of  London,  and 
Rebecca  Claire  Salisbury,  eldest 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Michael 
Willis,  of  Seale.  Surrey. 

Mr  LH.Turvffl 
and  Dr  M.  Morrison  Bal 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Ian,  younger  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  William  Torvill,  of  Bex-  i 
ley,  Kent,  and  Marlene,  eldest 
daughter  of  Mr  John  H.  Morrison.  1 
OBE.  and  Mrs  Barbara  Morrison, 
of  Evanston.  Illinois.  They  wiB  be 
married  in  her  home  m  Rochester. 
New  York,  on  Christmas  Eve. 


Rrilisfa-Amcrkan-Canarfian 

Associates 

Her  Royal  Highness  The  Duchess 
of  Kent  was  the  guest  of  honour  al 
foe  43rd  British-American-Ca- 
nadian  Ball  heki  last  night  at 
Grosvenor  House.  The  guests  in¬ 
cluded  The  Canadian  High 
Commissioner,  The  Hon  Boyce 
Frith,  QC.  Lord  Sheffield.  GCB. 
GCMG.  Lord  and  Lady  Forte, 
Baroness  Brigsiocke,  Mr  and  Mrs 
Robert  Worcester,  jjidy 
Ramsbotharo  and  Professor  David 
Adams,  Chairman  of  British- 
American-Canadian  Associates. 
The  Hon  Sir  Peter  Rarasbotham. 
GCMG,  GCVQ,  President  pre¬ 
sided,  and  tbe  Chairman  of  the 
BaB  was  Mrs  Joan  M.C.  Baflbe. 


The  worldwide  head  of  the  Greek  Orthodox 
chinch.  AD  Holiness  Bartholomew,  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  Patriarch  and  Archbishop  of  Constantino¬ 
ple,  officiating  at  Divine  liturgy  yesterday  at 
die  Cathedral  Church  of  the  Divine Wisdom  in 
Bayswater,  London  (Ruth  GledhiD  writes).  The 
Archbishop  was  celebrating  the  feast  of  St 
Nicholas,  patron  saint  of  sailors  and  children 
and  known  otherwise  as  Santa  Claus.  The 
Patriarch,  on  a  one-week  visit  to  Britain  as 


Birthdays  today  Dinners 


guest  of  tbe  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  has 
bad  an  audience  with  die  Queen.  He  has 
visited  Margate,  Canterbury.  Folkestone,  at¬ 
tended  Anglican  evensong  in  Westminster 
Abbey  and  last  night  celebrated  the  Great 
Doxology  in  the  Church  of  the  Annunciation 
in  Manchester.  The  Patriarch,  elected  hi  1991, 
has  faced  the  task  of  giving  leadership  to  the 
Orthodox  churches  of  Easton  Europe,  emerg¬ 
ing  from  Communist  oppression. 


Sir  Fred  Atkinson,  rivil  servant.  76; 
Mr  Roy  Avery,  former  Headmaster, 
Bristol  Grammar  School  70:  Vis¬ 
count  Boyd  of  Merton.  56;  Mr 
Donald  CrichiOD-Mfller.  former 
Headmaster.  Fettes  College  and 
Stowe  School.  89;  Judge  Lord 
EHystan-Morgan,  63;  Mr  David 
Evans,  trade  unionist.  60;  Mr 
Kafie  Passed,  textile  designer.  5& 
Professor  Lawrence  Freedman, 
war  historian.  47;  Professor  Sir 
Abraham  Goldberg,  physician.  72 
Professor  N.  Gowar.  Principal, 
Royal  Holloway,  University  of 
London,  55:  Dr  AJ.  Higgins, 
director.  Animal  Health  Trust, 
Newmarket  47;  Sir  Bryan  Hopkm, 
civil  servant  8b  Mr  Chris  Joynt 
rugby  league  player.  24;  Mr  Victor 
Kiam,  chairman  and  chief  exec¬ 
utive  officer,  Remington  Products 
Company,  69;  the  Countess  of 
Limerick,  former  chairman,  Brit¬ 
ish  Red  Cross  Society.  60;  Mr  Ivor 
Mills,  writer  and  broadcaster.  66; 
Sir  Sydney  Samuelson.  British 
Film  Commissioner,  70:  Mr  Roger 
J.  Taylor,  group  chief  executive. 
Sun  Alliance  Group.  54;  Hie  Rev 
R-CTrounson,  former  Principal. 
St  Chad's  College.  Durham,  69; 
Mr  Eli  WaDach.  actor.  80;  Miss 
Helen  Wans,  opera  singer.  68. 


University  news 

OxfonL  Hie  John  Potter  Essay  Prize 
1995  has  been  awarded  to  Andrew 
WiDiam  MichdL  New  GoDege. 


Gty  livery  dub 

Hie  Lord  Mayor,  accompanied  by 
tbe  Lady  Mayoress  and  die  Sher¬ 
iffs  and  their  Ladies,  was  a  speaker 
ax  a  dinner  of  tbe  City  Livery  Club 
held  last  night  at  Gutidhali.  Mr 
Charles  Bowman,  president,  and 
Mt*  Bowman  received  the  guests. 
The  Lard  Chancellor.  Alderman 
Mr  Clive  Martin,  and  the 
Commissioner  of  the  City  of 
London  Police  also  spoke.  Among 
those  present  were 
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Memorial 

services 


Tbe Very  Rer.Dr  Ronald  Sdby 
Wright  ‘ 

The  Queen  aid  Hie  Duke  of  Bnn- 
'  burgh  were  represented  by  General 
Sir  Mkhad  Govy  auLQuefea  Etira- 
•'  bah  Hie  Queen  Mother,  by  Migor  Sir 
Ralph  Ansmnher  a  a  sow*  of ' 
thanksgiving  for  the  Kfc  of  the  Veyjr 
-  -Rev  Dr  .Ronald  Sdby  Wright.,  Mia-' 
isaar  Emeritus  of  tbe  Chnon^te  (Tbe  ; 
KiA  of  Hotynxxfltouse}.  arto  farmer 
Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  tbe  Qjurcfcd  Scotirai  which  Was 
befoyrstexdaiyai  tbe  Canongate  Kirk.  ■- 

Hie  Prince. of  Wales  was  repre¬ 
sented  fay  the  Very  Rev  Dr  vflUjam 
,  Mortis,  die  Princess  Royal  by 
D'emenant-General  '  Shr-  JRoberr  ■ 
Rkhanfooo.  Princess -Margarct  fay 
EfrfgacSer  Tam  Jtejd  and  Princess. 

Alice  Duchess  of  Gloucester  by  Dame  - 

Jean  MaiwoU-ScotL 

The  Rev  Charles  Robertson.  Min¬ 
ister  of  Canongate.  officiated.  Mr 
WBbam  G  Reid.  Chairman  of  Scot- 
osh  Boys"  Chxbc,  Mr  Malcolm  "niyge  . 
(Headmaster.  FeUes  OoBege}  and. 
General  Sir  Mkhad  Gow  read  the  : 
fessons.  The  Rev  Norman  Drum¬ 
mond.  Governor  of  tfac  BBC.  Sent1- 
land,  gave  an  addrcm. 

Tbe  Right  Rev  James  Hsricness. 
Moderaior  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Church  of  ScodanoL  pco- 


Wlffiziui  Macmman.  the  veryttev  Dr 
(Woe  Moderator  of 

Constables  and  Coaca  ot 
Mr 
.JOf 

UangaantCDtanet 
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The  Bishop  of  Edinburgh  and 
Primus  of  me  Episcopal  Chnxtir  in 
Scotind  was  repieteowd  fay-  tbe 
Right  Rev  Edward  Luscombe  and  the 
Chaplain  General  was  represented 
by  the  Senior  Chaplain. Sootiand.  ; . 

The  Lord  Provost  and  Mrs  Irons  - 
and  the  Convener  of  Lothian  Re- 
gnnal  Cotmril  attended.  Among  oth- 


Sir  Peter  Lazarus 
A  service  of  thanksgiving  for  the  fife 

of  Sir  Peter  Lazarus  wasr  held  yes¬ 
terday  at  the  lateral  Jewish  Syna- 
aogue;.  St-  John*  Wbod. : London. 
Rabbi  David. Goldberg  and  Rabbi 

IMwi  Pwwngn  /rftw-tntwl  - 

Mr  Edmund  ifc  Roihscfaad.  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Jewish  Luis  and  Girls 
Brigade,  read  (he  lesson.  Mr^ Trevor 
Morass  read  from  HOaire  BeOoc* 
The  Sooth  Coarmyw  Mrs  Catherine 
Mulgan  bum  John  Rnsfem*  The 
.  Stones  Venice  and  Mrs  Rita  Adler. 
Chairman  of  tbe  Council  of  the 
Liberal  Jewish  Synagogue,  read  By¬ 
ron*  So.  wtfU  go  oo  more  a-fwing. 
Rabbi  John  Rayncr.  Rabbi  Emeritus 
ot  the  liberaf  Jewish  Synagogue; 
paid  tribute. 

TVumpaere  af  the  Jewish  lads  and 
Girls  Brigade  sounded  Lust  Post  and 
Anefffe.  J: 


Service  dinners 

Royal  Navy  Rn^y  Unum 
Rear-Admiral  Neal  Rankin.  Presi¬ 
dent  of  tbe  Royal  Navy  Rugby 
Union,  was  a  speaker  at  a  dinner 
held  last  night  by  the  union  al  the 
Royal  Marine  Museum,  fforts- 
moutiL  Lieutenant-Colonel  RJ. 
Williams.  RM,  chairman,  pre¬ 
sided-  Admiral  Sir  Michad  Boyce. 
Second  Sea  Lord  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  Naval  Home  Command, 
and  Rear-Admiral  Desmond 
Callaghan  were  among  tbe  guests. 
British  American  Fortes  Dining 
dub 

Hie  Hon  Nicholas  Soames,  Min¬ 
ister  far  tite  Armed  Forces/was  the 

principal  guest  at  a  dinner  of  the 
British  American  Fortes  Dining 
Gob  held  last  night  at  the  HAG 
Armoury  House.  Major-General 
Edmund  Bunco,  Assistant  Chief 
of  Defence  Staff  (Operational 
Requirements  Land)  and  Major- 
General  Tad  Qdstrom,  Com¬ 
mander  3rd  US  Air  Force, 
presided. 

The  Royal  Irish  Regunestt 
Colonel  J.D.  Sankey,  Regimental 
Colonel  of  The  Royal  Irish  Regi¬ 
ment.  presided  at  a  Cotand-in- 
ChiefS  dining  chib  dinner  held  Last 
night  in  POrtadown. 


Knighthood 

A  knighthood  is  to  be  conferred  on 
Mr  Justice  Langley  on  his  appoint¬ 
ment  as  a  Justice  of  the  High  Court. 


School 

news 

King  William’s  College 
Tbe  Governors  of  King  Wilttam* 
College,  Isle  of  Man,  are  pleased  m 
announce  tbe  appointment  of  JKerr 
Fultai-ftebtes.  MA.  as  Principal 
of  King  William*  College  from 
September  1996.  Mr  Rifaon-Ptee- 
bks  is  currently  Housemaster  of 
Kimmerg^ame  House,  Fettes  CW1- 
ege,  Edinburgh. 


Receptions 

CASTMJ5 

Dr  ftderioo  Mayor  Zaragoza, 
Diredor-General  of  UNESCO, 
was  die  guest  of  honour  at  a 
reception  given  by  tbe  Common¬ 
wealth  Association  of  Science, 
Technology  and  Mathematics 
Educators  (CASTME)  yesterday  at 
Marlborough  House  to  mark  its 
21st  anniversary. 

Dr  Nick  Hare,  Commonwealth 
Deputy  Secretary-General  (Dev¬ 
elopment  and  Cooperation)  wel¬ 
comed  the  guests. 

West  Africa  Committee 
Mr  AJ.  Shelley,  Chairman  of  the 
West  Africa  Committee,  was  the 
host  at  a  reception  hdd  fast  night 
at  the  Army  and  Navy  Otdi  for 
members,  government  officials 
and  representatives  of  the  High 
Comtnjsaons  and  Embassies  of 
West  Africa. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  Gian  Bernini,  sculptor. 
Naples.  1598;  Sir  Redvtrs  Buber, 
VC.  general,  Credltoo,  Devon, 
1839;  Sir  Joseph  Cook.  Prime 
Minister  af  Australia  1913-I4flL> 
SOverdafe.  Staffordshire.  I860; 
Retro  Mascagni,  composer.  Leg¬ 
horn.  1863s  Rudolf  FrimL  com- 
poser,  Ptagtte.  1879. 
DEATH&_Marcus  T\iHhts  Cicero. 
Roman,  orastr  and  statesman, 
executed.  Fbrmia.  Italy.  43  BG 
Mrinderi  Hobbema,  landscape 
patnler,  Anstodam.  1709;  Mkfict 
Ncy.  commander  o i  Napoletn's 
Old  Guard,  shot  for  high  treason, 
tens,  1815;  Wffiiam  BIgh.  ad¬ 
miral.  Captain  of  HMS  Bounty. 
London.  1817;  Jobs  Haxman, 
sculptor,  London.  1826;  Edward 
Irving,  founder  of  tbe  Holy  Catho¬ 
lic  Apostolic  Chunfa.  Glasgow, 
1834-  Vfcomie  ftnimand  de  Les- 
seps,  promoter  of  the  Suer  Canal, 

La  Cbenaie.  Belgium.  1894;  Kir¬ 
sten  Flagstad,  soprano.  Oslo.  1962 
Thornton  Wilder,  norefist  and 
dramatist.  New  Haven.  Connecti¬ 
cut.  1975;  Robert  Graves;  poet  and 
novelist.  Deya,  M^orca.  1985;  Roy 
Orbisoa  singer.  NashviDe.  Ten¬ 
nessee,  1988.  The  Theatre  Royal, 
Covent  Garden  (now  tbe  Royal 
Opera  Honsejopened,  IT32 
William  Pitt  file  Younger,  aged  24. 
became  fbeyoungest  British  Prime 
Minister,;  1783. 

tear!  Harbor  was  bombed  by 
Japanese  aircraft:  foe  following 
day  Britain,  Australia  and  Amer¬ 
ica  dedared  war  cm  Japan,  J94L 


I  Know  (bat  Ibe  Uvd  la  ontL 
Ate  oar  Ood  h  above  aO 
«oda.  Wtemw  me  Lara 


P*atw  130  ;  uasn 


BIRTHS 


BAKER  WHITE  -  Or 
December  1st  1990.  to  Satee 
<nto  JohnsasO  and  Mar*,  a 
sob.  WBBwn  ‘Okvod’  join, 
a  broOier  for  Lucy. 

■8BCHAM .  On  am  Deconber 
1990  at  WeBtagtaa  Hoattd. 
id  Satab  cafe  Raeswickl  au 
Andrew,  a  gorgeous  girl. 
Hannah. 

BLAME  -  On  December  am 
1996  at  Queen  Mary's. 
HOfiiamptm.  to  Kate  cute 
Minten)  and  Ten.  a  m. 
Hatty,  a  bnOur  for  ABce. 
SoDtde  and  Oitnr. 

BROOKS-WARD  -  On 
Nonembar  SOth.  to  WBmM 
and  Simon,  a  da n ghie r. 
Pendora  Lacy,  a  aws  for 


Johnson)  and  Jam 
daughter,  isobel  Lulu 


MATTHEWS  -  Rt  Hon.  The 
Lord  Matthews  of  Soutboace. 
Passed  prateftffly  away  at 
M>  home  In  Jersey  on  his 
birthday  .Tuesday  Sth 
December  1996.  aged  76 
years  after  a  long  and 
courageous  bo  me  against 
cancer,  dearly  loved 
husband  ot  the  late  Lady 
Matthews,  loving  rather  or 
(an.  rather-tu-Mw  or  Helen 
and  devoted  pama  of  Emma. 
Lucy  and  Sarah.  WUI  be 
sadly  uutMd  forever. 
Further  details  can  be 
obtained  man  H.W.  MteHani 
it  Son  Ltd..  Funeral 
Directors,  telephone:  0)1634) 
5729  J. 


I  SHEAMNG  -  Anne  Margaret 
(Pegs)  on  3rd  December 
1996.  aged  3S.  widow  of 
Am.  Sway  rarased  by  raraQy 
and  ertands.  Funeral  Sendee 
to  ba  held  at  St  Mark’s 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


MEMORIAL  SERVICES  |  FOR  SALE 


12  noon  on  Wednesday  13th 
December.  No  flowers 
phase.  DouaMana.  u  drafcsg. 
to  St  Mark’s  Church  c/o 


7TTT 


in  memory  of  Brigadier 
WJM.  Wingate,  Gray  wtt  be 
behl  al  a  CHumM*  Church. 
Pont  Street.  SWl.  oa 
Wednesday  10th  January 
1996  a a  12  noon. 


06  East  Sheet.  Prtthewvg. 
Essex  8S2  6LH. 


ST.  JOHNSTON  -  Rhone 
aged  88.  elitow  ot  EMc  8L 
Johnston,  peacefully  In 
Orencester  on  December  BOi 
1990,  Dearly  loved  mother 
nf  rrm  awl  a  ulnmlhsr  uf 
Claire.  James  and  Rory. 
Funeral  te  St  James  Cborch. 
Chipping  Campdan'  on 
Monday  December  lira  at 
12  noon.  Family  flowers, 
ooty  c/o  PUctor  A  am. 


PRIVATE 


ASTON  -  Dr.  Shnon  Robert, 
geocheudat  wio»  the  U14M 
aged  39  In  Monaco 
December  198S.  With 
grautnde  and  pride  we 


West  EodTd  01712402310 
72  QuningCross  Rd  WC2 
OtyTd  0171 823  7721 
156  FeadnothSt  EC3 


ompkims  -  Richard 
Tompkins.  OBJ.  Daddy, 
yon  are  forever  in  mv 
thoughts  and  I  mho  you 
war  day.  but  I  knew  you 
mts  always  anting  on  but 

OMFKIWS  -  Richard 
Torapattn  mr  s,  -- —  ■ 
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Obituaries 


Lord  Matthews,  former  deputy 
awn-man  and  group  chief 
wcmlve  of  Trafalgar  House; 
died  at  his  Jersey  home  on  his 
birthday  aged  76.  He  was  born 
on  Decembers.  1919. 

IN  HARNESS  with  Nigel  Broackes 
from  the  1960s  onwards.  Victor 
Matthews  was  part  of  one  of  the  most 
successful  British  business  partner¬ 
ships  of  recent  years.  Between  them 
me  two  men  created,  in  less  than  two 
decades,  a  billion-pound  properly 
conglomerate  which  came  to  control 
some  of  the  most  hallowed  land¬ 
marks  in  British  corporate  life, 
including  Cunard  with  its  flagship 
*e  liner  QE2.  the  Ritz  Hotel  and 
Expips  Newspapers.  As  chairman 
of  me  last  from  1977  to  1985, 
Matthews  launched  the  Daily  Star. 
the  first  new  dally  tabloid  newspaper 
in  Britain  for  75  years  when  it  came 
out  in  November  1978. 

Yet,  ironically,  it  was  perhaps  as 
newspaper  tycoon  that  Matthews 
was  at  his  least  easy.  He  always  said 
that  he  had  become  a  press  baron 
almost  by  accident  and,  although  he 
professed-  esteem  for  the  illustrious 
Beaverbrook  name,  he  was  never 
really  at  home  in  the  Fleet  Street 
jungle.  Having  taken  over  Beaver¬ 
brook  Newspapers  from  the 
founder's  son  Sir  Max  Aitken  in  1977 
he  was  to  experience  a  takeover 
himself  only  eight  years  later,  when 
United  Newspapers  made  a  success¬ 
ful  bid  for  die  Express  holding 
company  of  Fleet  Holdings  in  1985. 

Matthews  had  been  a  late  develop¬ 
er  in  business  terms.  He  had  begun 
his  working  life  first  as  an  office  boy 
and  restarted  it.  after  war  service,  in 
the  construction  business.  He  was 
hardly  known  to  the  general  public 
until  he  was  in  his  forties.  Thereafter, 
through  commercial  flair  and  bold 
initiatives  he  and  his  partner  (who 
was  knighted  in  1984)  rapidly  became 
a  significant  and  controversial  force 
in  public  Kfe.This  sprang  partly  from 
die  nature  of  the  areas  to  which  his 
ambition  directed  him,  and  partly 
from  his  forceful  cast  of  character 
and  approach.  His  motivations  and 
his  business  acumen  were  always  the 
subject  for  fascinating  —  and  fasci¬ 
nated  —  speculation. 

Victor  Collin  Matthews  was  bom 
in  North  London  and  never  lost  his 
gravelly  Cockney  voice  —  the  origin 
of  Private  Eye’s  snobbish  nickname 
for  him  as  Lord  Whelks  —  or  his  air 
of  genuinely  modest  surprise  at  his 
worldly  success.  He  was  educated  at 
an  elemoitary  school  in  Highbury 


LORD  MATTHEWS 


and  started  work  as  an  office  bay 
with  a  tobacco  company. 

In  1939  he  was  mobilised  with  the 
RNVR  and  he  spent  the  last  few  of  his 
war  years  with  Combined  Opera¬ 
tions.  After  the  war  he  found  employ¬ 
ment  as  a  trainee  surveyor  with  a 
building  firm,  Trollope  and  Colls, 
where  he  pursued  an  uneventful 
career  to  die  position  of  contracts 
manager. 

A  sudden  turn  of  fortune  came 
when  his  disgruntiement  with  the 
company  (of  which  he  was  later  to  be 
chairman)  prompted  him  to  move  to’ 
a  small  building  products  firm.  Clark 
and  Fenn.  There  he  developed  his 
management  skills  under  a  sympa¬ 
thetic  and  perceptive  chairman,  who 
supported  him  in  taking  over  a 
business  of  his  own,  when  Clark  and 
Fenn  went  public.  The  business 
which  Matthews  acquired,  the  con¬ 
tracting  concern.  Bridge  Walker, 
increased  its  turnover  fourfold  to 
about  E2  million  by  1964. 

Among  the  contracts  it  won  was 
work  on  flat  conversions  for  the 
Trafalgar  House  property  company, 
chaired  by  Nigel  Broackes.  Their 
encounter  distilled  the  beginnings  of 
the  remarkable  personal  chemistry 
between  the  two.  and  when  a 
takeover  bid  was  made  for  Bridge 


Walker,  they  countered  it  by  agreeing 
on  the  purchase  of  a  49  per  cent  stake 
by  Trafalgar  House. 

The  different  backgrounds  of  the 
two  men  —  Broackes  had  been  to 
school  at  Stowe  and  in  his  National 
Service  had  been  commisioned  into 
the  3rd  Hussars  —  produced  sharply 
contrasting  but  creatively  comple¬ 
mentary  attitudes  and  business 
skills.  At  the  time  they  joined  forces, 
Broackes  had  been  looking  for  trad¬ 
ing  income  to  offset  the  effects  of  the 
newly  introduced  corporation  tax.  In 
the  new  environment,  when  Bridge 
Wdker  was  acquired  by  Trafalgar 
House.  Matthews's  skills  as  a  build¬ 
ing  contractor  found  their  full  scope. 

From  the  mid-1960s,  Matthews's 
business  life  was  linked  to  an 
unusual  degree  with  that  of  his 
partner  and  they  constituted  a  spirit¬ 
ed.  unpredictable  team,  often  private¬ 
ly  a r  odds,  but  publicly  working  and 
performing  together  in  a  way  that 
made  it  hard  to  tell  which  derision 
was  whose.  Adopting  an  often  infor¬ 
mal.  highly  flexible,  management 
and  financial  approach,  in  the  1970s 
they  developed  a  very  substantial 
enterprise  whose  activities  were  rare¬ 
ly  out  of  the  business  news  headlines. 
By  the  early  1980s,  with  stakes  in 
property,  shipping,  aviation  and 


hotels.  Trafalgar  House  was  declar¬ 
ing  pre-tax  profits  of  about  £50  mil¬ 
lion  a  year  and  still  expanding 
vigorously.  Capital  employed  by  the 
large  conglomerate  was  about 
£380  million.  Matthews  became  dep¬ 
uty  chairman  (Broackes  was  chair¬ 
man)  in  1973  and  group  chief 
executive  in  1977. 

Matthews  was  created  a  life  peer  in 
1980  by  the  Prime  Minister.  Marga¬ 
ret  Thatcher,  to  whose  general  poli¬ 
cies  he  was  publicly  committed.  By 
that  time  he  had  become  an  immed¬ 
iately  recognisable  public  figure  and 
Trafalgar  House  was  noted  for  its 
vigorous  pursuit  of  profits  through 
acquisitions  and  corporate 
rationalisation. 

The  acquisitions  which  attracted 
most  general  interest  outride  the 
financial  and  property  worlds  were 
those  of  the  shipping  company 
Cunard  in  1971,  the  Ritz  in  1976  and  of 
Beaverbrook  Newspapers  (restyled 
Express  Newspapers)  in  1977.  The 
£27  million  takeover  of  Cunard,  with 
possession  of  its  glamorous  flagship 
QE2,  was  seen  by  Matthews  as  a 
logical  extension  of  the  group's 
activities  in  the  field  of  leisure  allied 
to  accommodation.  The  deal  attract¬ 
ed  criticism,  as  the  tax  advantages 
accruing  to  Trafalgar  House  through 
the  purchase  were  highlighted,  and 
fears  were  expressed  for  the  tradi¬ 
tional  values  of  the  shipping  com¬ 
pany.  Indeed,  the  shake-up  of 
boardroom  and  management  at 
Cunard  shocked  some  observers,  but 
the  losses  of  the  company  were 
transformed  subsequently  into  grow¬ 
ing  profits. 

The  entry  of  Trafalgar  House  into 
Fleet  Street  in  1977  —  very  much  at 
Matthews’s  own  instigation  —  was 
even  more  controversial  and  seemed 
less  secure  in  view  of  the  deep-rooted 
problems  of  the  national  newspaper 
business,  magnified  in  the  Beaver¬ 
brook  Newspapers  case  by  an  ageing 
readership  and  presses  and  a  declin¬ 
ing  circulation.  Matthews  became 
chairman  of  Express  Newspapers,  as 
the  group  was  renamed. 

Matthews  took  a  commercial  and 
editorial  interest  in  the  papers  which 
were  acquired,  which  included  the 
Daily  Express  and  Sunday  Express 
and  their  Scottish  counterparts.  He 
was  said  to  have  wanted  to  model 
himself  on  their  illustrious  founder, 
announcing  that  editors  would  have 
complete  freedom  “as  long  as  they 
agree  with  the  policy  I  have  laid 
down".  In  the  early  days,  his  Rolls- 
Royce  (TRA I)  used  to  be  seen  parked 
outside  the  Daily  Express  building  in 


Fleet  Street,  at  first  once  or  twice  a 
week,  then  daily. 

In  the  year  following  Trafalgar 
House’S  takeover,  primarily  on  his 
initiative;  the  tabloid  Doi(v  Star  was 
launched  to  compete  down  market 
from  the  Express.  Efforts  to 
rationalise  the  business  included  the 
merging  of  London’s  Evening  News 
into  the  ini  rally  Trafalt_.tr 
House/ Associated  Newspapers  joint- 
owned  Evening  Standard. 

Matthews  brought  fresh  air  and 
some  new  ideas  (including  bingo)  to 
Fleet  Street;  his  sometimes  brash 
approach  was  resented  in  many 
quarters  but  his  business  reputation 
was  based  on  his  innate  instincts  as  a 
self-confessed  trader  and  manager 
and  on  his  aggressive  business 
approach  to  acquisitions  and  man¬ 
agement  restructuring.  But  in  finan¬ 
cial  terms,  despite  the  success  of  its 
Morgan  Grampian  magazine  divi¬ 
sion,  the  publi*  ‘ting  activities  of  The 
Fleet  Holdings  group  produced  a 
relatively  feeble  return  for  all  the 
enterprise  and  effort  put  into  it. 

Relations  between  Matthews  and 
Broackes  had  already  become  some¬ 
what  strained  after  the  publication  in 
1979  of  Broackes ’s  book  A  Growing 
Concern,  which  had  seemed  to  play 
down  Matthews’s  role  at  Trafalgar 
House.  Fleet  Holdings,  of  which 
Matthews  became  chairman  in  1982, 
was  demerged  from  Trafalgar  House 
in  the  following  year  and  with 
improved  pretax  profits  for  I983-S4 
the  future  looked,  momentarily  at 
least,  rosy.  But  the  clouds  were 
gathering.  A  demerged  Fleet  was 
always  vulnerable  to  hostile  bids  and 
in  1985  United  Newspapers  opened  a 
determined  assault  After  a  bitter 
battle  and  a  last-ditch  defence  by 
Matthews.  United’s  bid  for  Fleet  and 
its  newspapers  was  eventually  ac¬ 
cepted  in  October  1985.  it  was  the  end 
of  Matthews’s  association  with  the 
Express  group  and  in  the  following 
month  he  also  resigned  his  deputy 
chairmanship  of  Trafalgar  House 
and  retired  to  Jersey,  having  sold  his 
shares  in  Fleet  Holdings  for  £8  mil¬ 
lion. 

Matthews  kept  a  string  of  horses, 
enjoyed  forming  and  collected  silver 
aria  antiques.  He  relished  being  a 
millionaire,  but  drove  himself  and 
others  hard.  Nevertheless,  in  busi¬ 
ness  he  was  a  resolute  but  usually 
accessible  employer.  In  his  private 
life  he  shunned  ostentation  and 
publicity. 

His  wife  Joyce,  whom  he  married 
in  1942.  died  in  October.  He  is 
survived  by  a  son. 


LADY  HILDA 
SWAN 


Lady  Hilda  Swan, 
founder  of  the  Boxford 
House  English  Language 
School  was  killed  in  a  car 
accident  on  December  4 
aged  58.  She  was  born  on 
July  23. 1937. 

BORN  Lady  HQda  Northcote, 
the  younger  daughter  of  the 
3rd  Earl  of  Iddesleigh  pos¬ 
sessed  distinguished  literary 
antecedents.  She  was  the 
great-niece  of  Hilaire  Belloc 
and  the  grandchild  of  Marie 
Belloc  Lowndes,  whose  hus¬ 
band.  Frederick  Lowndes,  was 
one  of  the  early  obituaries 
editors  of  The  Times.  She 
inherited,  quite  understand¬ 
ably,  a  considerable  interest  in 
literature,  combining  this  With 
phenomenal  energy  —  known 
within  her  family  as  “the 
Belloc  drive". 

She  still  however,  saw  her¬ 
self  primarily  as  a  family 
person  and  found  her  greatest 
delight  in  presiding  over  fam¬ 
ily  gatherings  —  she  had  18 
grandchildren  at  the  time  of 
her  death.  Such  occasions 
could  be  either  simple  picnics, 
summer  gatherings  round  the 
swimming  pool  or.  when 
adults  alone  were  the  guests, 
grand  dinner  parties  at  her 
Georgian  Gothic  home  m  the 
heart  of  Constable  country. 

Hilda  Susan  Mary  North¬ 
cote  was  brought  up  on  her 
father’s  estate  at  Pynes,  near 
Exeter,  and  —  coming  from  a 
Roman  Catholic  family —was 
educated  at  St  Mary’s,  Ascot 
On  leaving  school,  she  trained 
as  a  nursery  nurse  at  the 
Violet  Melchiot  Hospital  in 
Chelsea. 

After  her  marriage  in  1957  to 
Dr  (subsequently  Sir)  Conrad 
Swan  she  went  to  live  in 
Canada,  where  her  husband 
—  later  to  become  Garter 
Principal.  King  of  Arms  — 
then  held  an  assistant  profes¬ 
sorship  of  history  at  Assump¬ 
tion  University  in  Windsor, 
Ontario.  They  both  returned 
to  England  four  years  later 
and  found  what  was  to  remain 
their  home  for  more  than 
thirty  years  at  Boxford  in 
Suffolk. 

It  was  there  in  1962  that 
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Lady  Hilda  Swan  first  estab¬ 
lished  did  Boxford  Hour*?  Eng¬ 
lish  Language  School  for 
foreign  students.  A  residential 
operation,  she  conducted  it 
with  great  flair  and  distinction 
—  as  the  years  went  by  often 
welcoming  the  offspring  of  the 
original  young  people  who 
had  come  to  learn  English 
under  her.  She  directed  her 
last  course  there  only  a  few 
months  ago.  At  the  end  of  the 
summer  she  had  handed  over 
supervision  of  the  school  to 
her  third  daughter. 

She  played  a  very  active 
part  in  local  affairs,  serving  as 
the  East  Suffolk  chairman  of 
the  Riding  for  the  Disabled 
Association  from  1986  to  1991. 
In  addition,  she  was  Suffolk 
county  president  of  St  John 
Ambulance  from  1989  on¬ 
wards.  as  well  as  being  a 
serving  sister  in  the  Most 
Venerable  Order  of  the  Hospi¬ 
tal  of  St  John  of  Jerusalem.  In 
1979  she  was  appointed  a 
Dame  of  Honour  and  Devo¬ 
tion  of  the  Sovereign  Military 
Order  of  Malta. 

Her  ■interests,  however, 
went  further  afield.  She  con¬ 
cerned  herself  particularly 
with  an  orphanage  in  Lithua¬ 
nia  —  though  once  again  there 
was  a  family  connection  in 
that  it  happened  to  be  situated 
in  die  parish  in  which  her 
husband’s  ancestors  had  once 
held  the  manor. 

Lady  Hilda  Swan  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  her  husband,  a  son 
and  four  daughters. 


HOWARD  HIGMAN 


THE  REV  ROBERT  COULSON 


Howard  Higman. 
soriologisL  died  in 
Boulder.  Colorado,  on 
November  22  aged  80.  He 
was  born  there  on  April 
25. 1915. 

FOR  almost  half  a  century, 
beginning  in  1948,  distin¬ 
guished  men  and  women  from 
ail  over  America  and  many 
other  parts  of  the  world 
flocked  Bee  returning  swal¬ 
lows  to  the  campus  of  the 
University  of  Colorado  every 
spring.  Travelling  at  their  own 
expense,  they  came  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  annual  World 
Affairs  Conference.  That  was 
the  official  excuse-  In  fact,  they 
came  to  enjoy  being  goaded 
and  provoked  by  Howard 
Higman.  one  of  the  most  lively 
and  original  academic  minds 
of  his  generation. 

Higman  was  a  man  who 
loved  to  create  intellectual 
disturbance-  To  receive  one  of 
the  treasured  125  invitations  ■ 


sent  out  each  year  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  Boulder  conference 
was  a  high  compliment  It 
meant  that  Higman  regarded 
the  recipient  as  possessing  a 
mind  that  could  strike  sparks 
from  those  around  him  and, 
for  all  the  expense  and  incon¬ 
venience  involved  in  travelling 
to  an  obscure  campus  in  the 
Far  West  of  the  United  States, 
the  invitation  was  rarely 
refused. 

These  were  conferences  like 
no  other.  Higman  would 
choose  200  subjects  for  over¬ 
lapping  panel  discussions 
which  might  range  from  the 
serious  fThird  World  Dev¬ 
elopment  — Women  as  a  Force 
of  Change*^  to  an  unscheduled 
debate  on  “The  Resurgem 
Condom".  The  participants 
were  never  informed  of  the 
subjects  before  their  arrival, 
and  for  the  next  week  they 
would  be  required  to  serve  on 
one  panel  after  another,  with 
Higman  insisting  that  they 


took  at  least  one  topic  about 
which  they  knew  absolutely 
nothing.  It  was  apparent  cha¬ 
os,  but  out  of  the  confusion 
came  stimulating  talk  which 
attracted  audiences  of  30.000 
townspeople  and  Colorado 
students  each  year.  In  that 
sense.  Higman  was  a  genuine 
academic  impresario. 

He  was  not  above  using  the 
conference  to  make  a  political 
point,  attracting  major  media 
attention  in  1953  when  he 
stacked  the  panels  with  speak¬ 
ers  to  launch  a  massive  attack 
on  the  anti-communist  witch¬ 
hunt  being  conducted  by  Sen¬ 
ator  Joseph  R.  McCarthy.  He 
also  incurred  the  ire  of 
J.  Edgar  Hoover  whom  he 
attacked  as  heading  "a  polit¬ 
ical  police".  Hoover’s  re¬ 
sponse,  characteristically,  was 
to  demand:  “Can’t  we  set  a  fire 
under  the  University  of  Colo¬ 
rado?” 

It  was  in  1948  that  Higman 
staged  his  first  conference  (at  a 


cost  of  $5,000,  originally  in¬ 
tended  to  be  paid  to  a  star 
speaker  who  never  arrived, 
though  the  money  came  in 
useful  for  entertainment).  It 
had  been  planned  as  a  one-off 
tribute  to  tite  newly-formed 
United  Nations.  But  tile  Univ¬ 
ersity  of  Colorado,  then  a 
sleepy  institution  more  famed 
for  its  parties  than  its  academ¬ 
ic  impact,  ordered  him  to 
make  it  an  annual  event  and  it 
became  the  focus  of  his  fife. 

He  had  been  bom  in  a 
hospital  cm  the  Boulder  cam¬ 
pus  and  educated  there.  In 
fact,  apart  from  wartime  ser¬ 
vice  in  Washington,  on  vari¬ 
ous  government  committees, 
he  lived  in  the  same  house  for 
his  entire  life.  It  was  tite  one 
un-American  facet  of  his  char¬ 
acter.  An  omnivorous  student 
who  wanted  to  know  every¬ 
thing  about  everything,  he 
first  studied  art  and  then 
switched  to  sociology  in  grad¬ 
uate  school,  purely  because 
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“everything  there  is  to  know" 
was  not  on  the  syllabus. 

Aside  from  his  conference 
activities.  Higman,  who  held  a 
chair  ai  Colorado,  proved  to 
be  an  innovative  soriologisL 
deepty  concerned  with  im¬ 
proving  the  lot  of  the  poor  and 
minorities.  He  did  pioneering 
work  on  the  Native  American 
reservation  in  South  Dakota 
at  Wounded  Knee,  and  was 
noted  for  accepting  his  sub¬ 
jects  for  what  they  were, 
rather  than  what  they  should 
be.  “He  was  not.”  in  the  vivid 
phrase  of  John  Midgley,  for¬ 
mer  Washington  editor  of  The 
Economist  and  a  long-time 
friend,  “at  all  dainty  in  his 
expectations." 

Midgley  was  once  the  victim 
of  one  of  Higman’s  other 
characteristics:  absent-mind¬ 
edness.  An  accomplished 
cook.  Higman  was  staying 
with  Midgley  in  Washington 
when  he  prepared  an  elabo¬ 
rate  meal  for  30  guests.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  however,  be  forgot  to 
send  out  any  invitations,  leav¬ 
ing  his  host  to  eat  Beef 
Wellington  for  the  next  three 
weeks. 

But  forgetfulness  was  not 
his  only  eccentricity.  Too 
impatient  to  wait  for  the 
invention  of  the  portable  tele¬ 
phone,  he  had  17  phones 
installed  in  his  home  so  that 
one  would  always  be  within 
easy  reach. 

The  World  Affairs  Confer¬ 
ence  came  to  an  end  in  1994 
when  tite  University  of  Colora¬ 
do  announced  that  it  had  got 
out  of  touch  with  its  students’ 
interests.  TTiis  was  a  cruel 
blow  to  Higman.  who  had 
been  its  presiding  genius  and 
gadfly  for  47  years. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Marion  and  their  three 
daughters. 


The  Rev  Robert  Condom, 
Angtican  priest,  died  on 
December  2  aged  96.  He 
was  born  on  October  10; 

1899. 

ROBERT  COULSON  was  the 
founder  of  the  (fellowship  of 
Contemplative  Prayer.  He 
was  a  pioneer  in  emphasising 
to  both  clergy  and  laity  the 
importance  or  contemplation. 

Robert  Gustavus  Coulson 
was  bom  in  St  Petersburg, 
Russia,  where  his  parents  had 
property,  as  well  as  an  estate 
in  Estonia.  All  this  was  lost  in 
the  Russian  Revolution  of  1917, 
when  the  family  was  forced  to 
leave  and  came  to  England. 

Coulson  had  already  been 
educated  in  this  country,  first 
at  St  Cyprian’s  preparatory 


school  and  then  at  Tonbridge. 
On  leaving  school  he  went  to 
Sandhurst  and  in  1918  was 
commissioned  into  the  King’s 
Royal  Rifle  Corps.  He  volun¬ 
teered  for  service  in  North 
Russia  and  was  sent  to  Mur¬ 
mansk.  where  he  took  part  in 
a  merciless  winter  campaign 
in  which  he  was  slightiy 
wounded.  Later  he  served  in 
India  and*Germany.  partly  in 
Army  Intelligence,  as  a  fluent 
Russian  and  German  speaker. 

When  he  left  the  Army  in 
1930  he  helped  to  organise 
chibs  for  foe  unemployed  in 
London.  He  was  also  writing  a 
book.  The  Uneasy  Triangle , 
which  described  his  experi¬ 
ences  in  Germany  after  1918. 
This  was  used  as  a  basis  for 
planning  the  British  occupa¬ 


tion  in  Germany  after  the 
Second  World  War.  A  little 
later  he  published  Human 
Needs  in  Modem  Society. 

After  Munich  in  1938 
Coulson  was  one  of  a  group 
sent  by  the  Foreign  Office  to 
Czechoslovakia  to  “supervise 
and  observe"  the  takeover  by 
Hitler  of  the  Sudeten! and.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  Second 
World  War  he  was  given  a 
staff  job  at  the  War  Office  in 
foe  Army  Welfare  Directorate. 
Although  not  at  this  time  a 
conventional  Christian,  he 
was  invited  by  Archbishop 
William  Temple  to  serve  on 
the  Archbishop’s  Commission 
on  Evangelism,  and  asked  by 
the  chairman,  Bishop  Christo¬ 
pher  Chavasse  of  Rochester,  to 
help  with  its  report  Towards 
the  Conversion  of  England. 

The  bishop  suggested  that 
he  should  become  ordained, 
and  consequently  he  went  to 
train  at  Wyciiffe  Hall,  Oxford. 
On  leaving  there  he  was  given 
two  parishes  in  Kent  He  was 
much  involved  in  inter-faith 
work  and  represented  the 
Christian  viewpoint  at  the 
meetings  of  the  World  Con¬ 
gress  of  Faiths  (founded  by  Sir 
Francis  Younghusband). 

Coulson  became  increasing¬ 
ly  interested  in  the  contempla¬ 
tive  approach  to  religion  and 
in  1946  founded  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Contemplative  Prayer, 
which  now  has  branches 
thoughout  Britain  and  in  the 
United  States,  Australia  and 
the  Republic  of  Ireland.  He 
retired  from  parochial  work  in 
1961  and  wrote  three  books. 
Into  God,  The  Threefold  Real¬ 
ity  and  /  Am.  all  concerned 
with  the  practice  of  contempla¬ 
tion  in  ordinary  working  lives. 

His  wife  Pamela  died  earlier 
this  year  and  he  is  survived  by 
two  daughters. 


PEARL  HARBOR  LOSSES 
A  report  issued  by  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  in  Washington  for  the  anniversary 
of  the  Japanese  attack  at  Pearl  Harbor 
reveafr  a  number  of  details  which  are 
now  made  public  for  the  first  time.  It 
was  known  that  foe  battleships  Arizona 
and  Oklahoma  had  been  sunk — so 
much  was  announced  at  die  time.  It  is 
now  revealed  that  force  other  battle¬ 
ships,  foe  California,  Nevada,  and  West 
Virginia,  were  completely  disabled,  and 
the  remaining  three  of  foe  right  that 
were  in  harbour,  the  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland  and  Tennessee,  were  dam¬ 
aged  to  an  extent  that  put  them  out  of 
action  temporarily.  Three  of  the  seven 
cruisers  present,  foe  Helena,  Honolulu, 
and  Raleigh,  were  also  temporarily  put 
out  of  action.  These  six  last-named  ships 
all  returned  to  service  in  the  fleet 
months  ago;  and  of  foe  remainder,  a 
number — unspecified,  of  course — 
are  also  already  in  service.  Of  the  latter, 
the  balance  are  still  under  repair,  and 
opportunity  is  being  taken  of  their  being 
in  hand  to  instal  “numerous 
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The  main  targets  for  the  raiding 
aircraft  were  the  battleships  in  the 
harbour,  all  eight  were  put  out  of 
action. 

modernisation  features  and  improve¬ 
ments." 

Of  the  28  destroyers  in  harbour  only 
three  were  sunk,  and  one  of  these,  the 
Shaw,  is  already  known  to  be  in  service 
again  with  a  new  bow.  The  machinery 
of  foe  other  two — 55  per  cent  of  their 
value — was  salved  for  further  use. 
Only  one  of  the  damaged  ships  will  be 
permanently  lost  foe  26-year-old  battle¬ 
ship  Arizona;  but  though  preparation 
for  righting  and  salving  foe  capsized 
battleship  Oklahoma  are  in  hand,  it  is 


not  yet  decided  whether  the  salvage  will 
be  undertaken  now.  None  of  the  five 
American  submarines  present  was  lost 
Analysis  of  reports  of  the  attack  show 
that  the  Japanese  air  force  that  made  it 
consisted  of  21  torpedo  aircraft.  48  dive- 
bombers,  and  36  level  bombers,  togeth¬ 
er  with  an  unnamed,  but  apparently 
small,  number  of  fighters.  Of  these  105 
attacking  aircraft  28  were  shot  down  by 
foe  Navy  and  some  20  or  more  by  Army 
fighters,  though  very  few  of  the  latter 
were  able  to  get  into  foe  air  owing  to 
damage  to  their  runways  inflicted  by  foe 
first  waves  of  tite  assault 
There  were  202  naval  aircraft  in  flying 
condition  in  the  island  of  Oahu  whoa 
foe  attack  was  made,  and  18  more, 
returning  from  a  carrier  which  was  at 
sea,  arrived  during  it  Of  those  on  shore, 
150  were  disabled  tty  the  attack  and  14 
were  blocked  from  the  runways;  the 
remaining  52  took  to  foe  air.  The  Army's 
total,  of  which  even  fewer  got  into 
action,  was  273.  Japanese  losses 
amounted  to  about  50  aircraft,  or  nearly 
half  of  those  sent  in  to  the  attack. 
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Under  canvas 

CHRISTMAS  night  in  a  tent 
on  Snowdon,  will  be  the 
highlight  of  a  five-night 
brtuk  with  High  Trek  Snow¬ 
donia,  starting  on  December 
22,  and  including  a  daily 
walk  with  a  qualified  guide. 
Other  nights  are  spent  in  a 
farmhouse.  Cost  £259.  in¬ 
cluding  food  and  equipment 
Details:  01286871232. 

Head  east 

DIVING  and  sports  holi¬ 
days  in  Egyptian  resorts  are 
available  at  significant  re¬ 
ductions  from  Goidenjoy 
Holidays.  Seven  nights  at  La 
Pterla  Hotel,  Hurghada,  de¬ 
parting  Gatwick  on  Decem¬ 
ber  15,  January  5  and  12.  cost 


£199,  while  a  week  at  the 
Hilton  Hotel.  Sharm  el 
Sheikh,  with  the  same  de¬ 
parture  dates,  costs  £279. 
Details:  0171-794  9767. 

Tee  shots 

LONGS  HOT  golf  holidays 
on  the  Costa  del  Sol  are 
available  between  December 
II  and  31  at  £474  per  person 
for  three  nights  at  a  (bur-star 
hotel.  Details:  01730  266561. 

Island  offer 

CLUB  Antigua,  the  470- 
room  all-inclusive  resort,  re¬ 
opens  on  December  15  after 
repairs  and  a  general  over¬ 


haul  after  Hurricane  Luis. 
Hayes  &  Jarvis  is  marking 
the  event  with  a  £669  special 
deal  for  seven  nights.  De¬ 
tails:  0181-748  5050. 

Going  Solo 

SINGLES  can  celebrate 
Christmas  in  Vienna  with 
Solo'S  Holidays.  A  four- 
night  stay  departing  Heath¬ 
row  on  December  23  costs 
£635.  Details:  0181-951 2800. 

Winter  warmer 

FESTIVE  holidays  in  Malta, 
combining  Christmas  and 
new  year,  are  on  offer  from 
Beileair  Holidays,  starting 
at  £315  per  person  for  II 
nights'  seif-catering.  Details: 
0181-785  3266. 


Doctor  on  call 

MORE  than  100  hotels  in 
London  have  signed  up  to  a 
new  service  providing  24- 
hour  emergency  medical 
and  dental  cover  for  guests. 
SOS  Doctors  charges  £30  for 
a  callout  during  the  day  and 
£40  at  night  and  weekends. 
Details:  0171-603  3332. 

Leading  edge 

A  NEW  directory  to  more 
than  300  of  the  world's  most 
exclusive  hotels  is  available 
from  Leading  Hotels  Of  The 
World,  a  reservations  con¬ 
sortium.  [Details:  0800-181 
123. 

Festive  crackers 

TRADITIONAL  Christmas 
breaks  are  offered  at  many 
of  the  40  historic  country 
house  hotels  forming  part  of 


-  HOTECS- 


tile  Grand  Heritr.-te  Hotels 
consortium.  The  Swan  Hotel 
in  Bibury  in  the  Cotswolds, 
for  example,  has  a  three- 
night  package  starting  either 
December  23  or  24  at  a  cost 
of  £420  per  person,  including 
Christmas  lunch  and  dinner. 
Grand  Heritage  Hotels: 
0171-376  1777. 

More  Choice 

CHOICE  HOTELS  has 
launched  its  first  weekend 
break  brochure  for  the  UK 
and  Irish  markets  covering 
its  41  properties,  which  trade 
under  several  brand  names 
including  Quality  Friendly 
Hotels,  Comfort  Friendly 
Inns,  Sleep  Inns  and  Clarion 
Hotels.  Prices  start  at  £17.95 
per  night  per  person.  De¬ 
tails:  0800444  444. 


French  leave 

THE  newest  Paris  Town 
House  Hotel  is  the  Libertel 
Argentine,  located  dose  to 
the  Arc  deTriomphe  and  erne 
of  26  mid-market  hotels  op¬ 
erated  by  C1P  Hotels  in 
Paris.  The  40-bedroom  hotel 
has  room  rates  starting  at 
FF850  for  a  single  room, 
including  service  and  tax 
CIP  Hotels:  0800395  950. 

Togetherness 

MOAT  HOUSE  hotels  locat¬ 
ed  dose  to  motorways  have 
installed  “Trafficmaster’* 
systems  to  provide  departing 
guests  with  up-to-the-minute 
information  on  local  traffic 
conditions.  The  system 
projects  information  direct 
from  motorway  sensors  to  a 
computer  screen  in  the  hotel 
reception  area.  Details: 
01708-730522. 


Going  Dutch 

KLM  has  a  Christmas  bonus 
for  its  Flying  Di/tdunan 
frequent-flyer  members.  It  is 
awarding  double  points  on 
business-class  flights  be¬ 
tween  now  and  February  29. 
Details:  0181-750  9000. 

Czech  it  out 

CZECH  Airlines  is  starting 
Stansted-Prague  flights  on 
March  31.  The  carrier  has 
promised  to  offer  promotion¬ 
al  fares  to  launch  the  new 
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four-times-a-week  service, 
which  will  complement  its 
existing  Heathrow  flights. 
Details:  017I-2S5  1898. 

Jersey  cream 

TRAVELLERS  to  Jersey  and 
Belfast  from  London  and 
from  Birmingham  to  Belfast 
can  claim  a  free  economy 
ticket  for  eveiy  return  busi- 
ness-dass  ticket  purchased. 
Details:  01392  460777. 


Star  offer 

EUROSTAR'S  winter  sale 
fares  have  been  extended 
until  the  end  of  March,  with 
prices  of  £69  return  to  Brus¬ 
sels.  and  £76  to  Rris.  De¬ 
tails:  0345881881. 

First  chance 

GERMAN  airline  Jnterot  is 
offering  a  £98  introductory 
return  fare  for  business  trav¬ 
ellers  on  its  new  London  City 
to  Cologne  service.  Details: 
01293  514544. 


US  tops  fares  league 


By  Robin  Atherton 


Hotels  penalise 
early  check-outs 


By  David  Churchill 


BUSINESS  travellers  flying  to 
the  United  Stales  next  month 
face  an  unexpected  surcharge 
of  up  to  £34  if  they  check  out  of 

their  room  ahead  of  schedule. 

Two  of  the  top  American 
hotel  chains.  Hyatt  and 
Wfcstin.  this  week  confirmed 
that  they  will  impose  the 
surcharge  at  most  of  their 
properties  from  the  beginning 
of  January.  Other  American 
hoteliers  may  follow  suit,  al¬ 
though  there  are  no  plans  to 
extend  the  penalty  payments 
to  Europe. 

The  surcharge  is  aimed 
primarily  at  penalising  busi¬ 
ness  travellers  who  book  a 
room  for  several  nights  and 
then  check  out  a  day  or  two 
early  because  their  plans 
change-  The  hotels  say  that  it 
is  difficult  to  sell  these  rooms 
at  the  last  minute  because 
there  are  relatively  few  "walk- 
in”  customers. 

The  problem  has  been  made 
more  acute  in  recent  months 
because  of  the  strong  demand 
for  business  hotels  in  large 
American  cities.  "Although 
early  departures  have  been  an 
industry-wide  problem  for 
some  time,  increased  demand 
has  required  tighter  manage¬ 
ment  of  an  already  limited 
supply  of  rooms."  says  Hyatt. 

Many  business  travellers 
book  a  room  for  longer  than 


they  actually  need  in  case  their 

plans  change  and  they  have  to 
stay  on. 

Hyatt  points  out  that  since 
the  surcharge  was  imposed  at 
its  hotels  in  New  York  and 

‘  Washington  as  an  experiment, 
the  number  of  unexpected 
early  departures  has  been 
halved.  Guests  are  told  when 
booking  and  at  check-in  that 

they  face  a  penalty  if  they  leave 

earlier  than  planned. 

London’s  top  hotels  are  also 
experiencing  the  highest  level 
of  occupancy  since  before  the 
recession  and  they  are  watch¬ 
ing  the  American  trend  close¬ 
ly.  Leading  UK-based  chains, 
including  friter-Contin^ital 
and  Parte,  say  that  they  have 
no  immediate  intention  to 
follow  suit  although  they  are 
awaiting  customer  reaction  in 
America.  " 

British  hoteliers  are  also 
monitoring  other  American 
hotel  trends  to  tighten  control 
of  their  room  stock.  A  number 
of  American  chains,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  now  routinely  cancel  non- 
guaranteed  bookings  if  guests 
do  not  check  in  by  4pm  or  fail 
to  let  the  bote!  know  their 
anticipated  time  of  arrivaL 
This  has  upset  many  regular 
business  travellers  who  are 
delayed  arriving  at  their  hotels 
by  traffic  or  missed  airline 
connections. 


AN  AIRLINE  seat  can  cost 
two  or  three  times  as  much 
per  mile  on  some  long-haul 
flights  as  on  others,  even 
though  the  carrier  is  the  same 
ami  service  is  identical. 

Passengers  flying  to  the  Far 
East  or  Australia  travel  at 
bargain  prices,  while  those 
crossing  the  Atlantic  pay  Eu¬ 
rope’s  highest  business-dass 
fares. 

Recent  price  rises  mean  that 
an  executive  flying  from 
London  to  Chicago  is  charged 
a  return  fare  of  £2£26  by 
British  Airways  —  almost  as 
much  as  the  £3,214  It  charges 
for  Sydney.  Yet  It  is  three 
times  as  far  to  Sydney  as  to 
Chicago. 

Another  price  discrepancy, 
is  revealed  in  the  cost  of  a 
business-dass  ticket  to  New 
York  compared  with  one  to 


Singapore.  British  Airways 
charges  £2362  for  New  York 
and  £2274  for  Singapore  — 
even  though  the  latter  is  twice 
the  mileage  from  London. 

Such  discrepancies  are 
largely  the  result  of  market 
forces.  Britain  has  some  of 
Europe’s  highest  transatlantic 
fares  because  British  Airways 
cashes  in  on  the  strong  trade 
and  cultural  links  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Ameri¬ 
ca.  "This  is  a  fiercely  competi¬ 
tive  industry  and  if  we  see  an 
opportunity  for  increased 
prices  well  take  it,"  says 
Robert  Ayling.  the  company’s 
managing  director. 

BA’s  policy  is  condoned  by 
the  Civil  Aviation  Authority 
(CAA),  which  oversees  air 
fares  from  the  UK.  "We  insist 
that  flexible  eamomy-dass 
fares  are  cost-related,"  says  a 


Sky-high  shopping 

wear,  crockery,  jewellery,  toys 


CAA  spokesman.  "Bat  h  is  up 
to  each  airline  to  charge  what 
it  wishes  for  business  class.” 

Strong  links  between  Brit¬ 
ain.  the  Far  East  and  Austra¬ 
lia  have,  conversely,  meant 
more  competition  and  better 
value  fares.  Several  of  the 
world's  best  airlines,  such  as 
SLA,  Cathay  Pacific  and 
Qantas  lode  antlers  on  prime 
routes. 

At  the  same  time,  so-called 
“indirect"  carriers  (airlines  of¬ 
fering  transit  flights  via  Am¬ 
sterdam.  Copenhagen.  Bang¬ 
kok  and  so  on)  compete  by 
offering  lower  fares. 

Surprisingly,  the  London- 
Johannesburg  route,  which  is 
dosely  controlled  by  BA  and 
South  African  Airways  and  is 
often  criticised  for  high  hues, 
comes  oat  of  the  comparison 
favourably. 


PASSENGERS  cm  three  of 
British  Airways’  longest 
routes  will  be  able  to  shop 
from  their  seats  next  spring. 
Harvey  Elliott  writes. 

BA  has  signed  up  more  than 
a  dozen  leading  retail  stores, 
including  Harrods,  Liberty 
and  Aquascutum,  to  take  part 
in  the  trial  of  a  new  "interac¬ 
tive"  inflight  shopping  system. 
A  catalogue  of  goods  will  be 
scrolled  cm  a  small  screen  in 
the  seat  back  or  armrest  of  a 
Boeing  747-400 jet  cm  routes  to 
Miami.  Johannesburg  and 
Hong  Kong. 

Passengers  will  be  able  to 
choose  which  items  they  want 
to  buy  and  pay  in  cash  or  by 
credit  card.  The  goods,  includ¬ 
ing  food  hampers,  silk  under- 


or  even  Tibetan  carpets  will 
then  be  delivered  to  their 
tomes.  If  the  experiment  is  a 
success,  it  is  hoped  to  extend 
the  service  to  all  long-haul 
routes. 

Research  indicates  that  pas¬ 
sengers  will  be  prepared  to 
pay  between  £30  and  £130  an 
each  trip.  As  British  Airways 
carried  more  titan  24  million 
international  passengers  last 
year,  this  presents  them  with 
the  chance  of  bringing  in 
hundreds  of  millions  of 
pounds  in  revenue. 

BA  also  has  plans  for  virtual 
reality  shopping  so  that  pas¬ 
sengers  can  browse  through 
the  department  stores  of  the 
world  from  their  seats.  - 
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Low  cost  flights  worldwide 

AND  UP  TO  65%  DISCOUNT  ON  HOTELS  &  CAR  RENTAL 

Coll  Troilfinders  for  the  complete  tailor-made  travel  service 
LONDON  Long  haul:  0171-938  3366 
Transatlantic  &  European:  0171-937  5400 
First  &  Business  Class:  0171-938  3444 
BIRMINGHAM  Worldwide:  0121-236  1234 
BRISTOL  Worldwide:  0117-929  9000 
GLASGOW  Worldwide:  0141-353  2224 
MANCHESTER  Worldwide:  0161-639  6969 
First  &  Business  Class:  0161-839  3434 
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FOR  UP  TO 
15  YEARS  OLD. 
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0171  436  3616 


FLIGHT 
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AMERICAS  &  EUROPE 

0171  757  2000 

WORLDWIDE 

0171  757  3000 

AUSTRALIA  &  NEW  ZEALAND 

0171 757  2468 

HRS!  &  BUSINESS  CLASS 

0171757  3500 

ALSO  AT  GATWICK  AIRPORT 

01253  568  300 

IMMUNISATION  CENTRE 

0171637  9899 

Open  7  Days  Tam-lOpm 
On  Safe!  at 


FflgMboofcars  offer 
great  value  oa  low 
cost  flights  wftli 
the  Worlds  leading 
scheduled  aMines. 
Substantial  savings  on: 

•  Rights  •  Car  Mre 
*  Hotels*  Insurance 
•  Custom  made  Itineraries. 
Booking  with  Rightbookers 
means  booking  the  best 
177/178  Tottenham  Court 
Road  London  W1P  0LX 


travelling  freestyle 

WORLDWIDE  AMERICAS 


Sydney  fr£499  New  York  *£189 
Cairns  £625  Los  Angeles  £285 
N  .Zealand  £625  San  Francisco  £285 


Singapore  £440 
Bangkok  £429 
Bali  £545 

Hong  Kong£451 
Tokyo  £589 
Jo’burg  £429 
Cape  Town  £500 
Nairobi  £352 
Harare  £485 
Dubai  £320 


Boston 
Chicago  • 

Las  Vegas 
Dallas 
Denver 
Atlanta 
Toronto 
Vancouver 
Rio  de  Janeiro  £510 
Mexico  City  £355 

EUROPE 

Paris  £59 

Frankfurt  £105 
Amsterdam  £93 
Rome  £133. 
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Open  7  Days 
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: -  ROUND  THE  WORLD  SPECIALISTS _ _ 

London  -  LA  -  Hawaii  -  Tonga  j  W.  Samoa  -  Auckland  - 
Wellington  -  Christchurch  -  Melbourne  surface  Sydney  -  Auckland  - 
Fiji  -  Cook  Islands  -  Tahiti  -  London  £674 

London -Bangkok- Brisbane /Sydney -LA-  London  £66S 

-  BUSINESS  CLASS  » 01719110800  _ 

Australia/Now  Zealand  £1  ISO,  South  Africa  £ 1099 
BanglmVSingapora  £1175.  New  York  £635,  Indie  £875 
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4  Striking 
at  the 
tourism 
industry 

SHOULD  there  be  any  linger¬ 
ing  doubts  about  the  political 
ana  economic  power  wielded 
by  travel  and  tourism,  the 
events  taking  place  on  the 
streets  of  Pans  should  dispel 
them.  Scenes  of  marching 
union  members,  blocked 
reads  and  stony-faced  com¬ 
muters  dearly  prove  that  the 
strikes  involve  the  one  activity 
which  affects  us  all  —  travel. 

Politicians  understand  its 
importance,  too,  both  as  a 
source  of  tax  revenue  and  as 
an  engine  to  drive  a  nation's 

economy. 

The  World  Travel  and  Tour¬ 
ism  Council  calculates  that 
more  than  £111  billion  is 
generated  by  the  industry  each 
year  in  France,  equivalent  to 
14.1  per  cent  of  its  gross 
domestic  product  and  provid- 
jPing  about  three  million  jobs. 
Large  building  projects,  re¬ 
tail  sales,  telecommunica¬ 
tions,  hotels,  restaurants  — 
even  farming  and  fishing — all 
benefit  from  the  country’s 
attraction  as  an  international, 
tourism  centre. 

But  as  the  importance  of 
travel  and  tourism  grows,  so 
the  industry  increasingly  be¬ 
comes  a  target  for  strikes  or 
political  agitation. 

For  the  leaders  of  the  private 
companies  directly  or  indirect¬ 
ly  affected,  the  problem  be¬ 
comes  one  of  deciding  how  far 
to  talk  up  the  industry’s  im¬ 
portance  without  signalling  its 
vulnerability  and  encouraging 
action  against  it 


Val-d’Isere  awaits  ‘test  of  the  snow  cannon 


ByGr.'  \M  P"FF1LL 

THE  NAME  given  to  the  first 
downhill  race  of  the  Alpine  ski 
season  looks  ever  more  inappropri¬ 
ate  as  the  “Criterium  de  la  Premier 
Neige".  in  VaI-d'Is£re.  again  faces 
cancellation  this  weekend. 

If  any  race  geas  ahead,  the  "lest  of 
the  first  snow"  will  be  more  a  test  of 
the  ingenuity  of  man  as  barely  a 
flake  has  fallen  from  the  sky. 

In  Val-d’Isere.  in  the  French 
Tarentaise  valley,  snow  cannons 


are  working  night  and  day.  The 
same  is  true  for  much  of  the  Alps, 
as.  for  the  second  winter  running, 
many  resorts  arrive  at  the  weekend 
by  which  they  should  be  hilly  open 
with  barely  a  dusting  of  snow. 

For  British  skiers,  suffering  a 
disadvantageous  exchange  rate  in 
three  of  the  principal  ski  countries  — 
France.  Austria,  and  Switzerland  — 
an  uncertain  start  to  the  season 
oould  not  be  worse.  Snow  has 
reached  the  Alps  only  from  the 
northeast  so  far.  the  clouds  hitting 


Austria  first  and  leaving  most  of 
their  load  in  the  Tyrol  and  on  the 
high  Arlberg  range. 

Most  of  the  Tyrolean  resorts  have 
plenty  of  snow,  but.  as  proof  that 
going  high  does  not  always  guaran¬ 
tee  snow.  Obergurgl,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Tyrol  has  only  35cm  at 
2.800  metres. 

According  to  the  Ski  Club  of 
Great  Britain,  the  high  altitude 
French  Alps  are  suffering  similarly 
with  only  25cm  to  40cm  of  snow  at 
ZSCO  metres.  Skiers  from  Val- 


dlsCre,  where  the  race  has  been 
cancelled  in  the  p  ;  two  winters, 
are  being  bused  o>  the  Tignes 
giader.  VaJ  Thorens,  the  highest  of 
the  Three  Valley  resorts,  las  ten  lifts 
open,  and  Courchevel  three. 

In  Switzerland.  Verbier  has  no 
snow  at  resort  level  and  90cm  on 
the  Mont  Foil:  Giader.  with  nine 
lifts  running,  out  of  39;  Crans 
Montana  has  two  lifts  out  of  42. 
Davos  and  Klosters  enjoy  10cm  to 
40cm  and  Zermatt  has  20  lifts  open. 

Across  the  Atlantic  where  the  low 


Canadian  dollar  provides  British 
skiers  with  an  alternative  to  the 
Alps.  Lake  Louise  and  Banff  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Rockies,  have  up 
to  125cm  of  snow  and  all  lifts  open. 

"It  is  the  same  picture  as  this  time 
last  year,  but  it  still  turned  out  to  be 
a  vintage  winter.”  says  David 
Hearns,  of  the  Ski  Club  of  Great 
Britain.  “Austria  has  done  very  well 
from  the  northeast  snowfalls  and  it 
is  very  cold  across  the  Alps,  allow¬ 
ing  snow  to  be  made,  but  there  is  no 
indication  at  the  moment  that  it  will 


change.  There  is  no  reason  to  panic 
yet,  but  given  another  two  weeks, 
nails  will  begin  to  be  bitten." 

Lizzie  Norton,  of  the  skiers’  travel 
agency,  Ski  Solutions,  says;  “It  is 
until  ial  for  there  to  be  so  little  snow 
at  this  time,  espedally  in  the  French 
Alps  ...  Tour  operators  are  not 
fully  boobed  for  Christmas  yet.  but 
it  is  difficult  to  find  accommodation 
now  that  is  reasonable  for  the  new 
year." 

The  daily  snow  reports  for  skiers  starts  in 
the  Sports  Section  on  Monday 


Air  France 
plans  to 
beat  crew 
walkout 
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This  is  what  is  now  taking 
place  in  the  French  capital. 
And  it  is  not  just  the  local 
residents  wlp)  are  affected. 

Tens  of  thousands  of  British 
and  other  international  travel¬ 
lers  who  planned  to  visit  Paris 

tis  month  have  been  hit  by 
e  disputes,  and  many  more 
have  cancelled. 

The  affect  of  the  strike  action 
has  not  gone  unnoticed 
around  the  world.  It  is  easy 
and  appealing  for  govern¬ 
ments  to  calculate  bow  their 
economies  can  benefit  from 
travel  and  tourism  and  to 
predict  growth  and  prosperity 
for  their  people  as  their  tour¬ 
ism  industry  develops. 
Forecasters  say  that  over  the 
US$3,400 


revenue  globally  by  the  indus¬ 
try  will  double. 

The  opportunities  for  trans¬ 
port  travel  and  tourism  are 
dearly  enormous.  The  poten¬ 
tial  for  political  and  economic 
mayhem,  however,  as  Paris  is 
now  proving  to  the  world,  is 
even  greater. 


AIR  FRANCE  hopes  to  oper¬ 
ate  all  but  six  of  its  planned  35 
flights  from  Britain  today 
despite  a  strike  by  cabin  crew. 

The  dispute,  which  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  unrest 
that  has  brought  Paris  and 
other  French  does  to  a  stand- 
stiff,  is  over  plans  to  improve 
the  airline’s  efficiency  and  cut 
its  vast  debt  burden,  which  is 
now  running  at  almost  £3 
billion. 

The  dispute  will  however 
pose  yet  more  problems  for  the 
thousands  of  business  and 
Idsure  travellers  who  for  the 
past  two  weeks  have  been 
subject  to  frustrating  delays  in 
getting  to  and  from  Fiance. 

Many  tour  operators  are 
advising  holidaymakers  not  to 
travel  to  Paris  until  the  dis¬ 
putes  have  been  settled  and 
businessmen  are  cancelling 
proposed  meetings  in  the 
French  capital  -because  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  move 
about  with  no  trains  or  Metro 
operating. 

Eurostar  is  running  about 
half  its  scheduled  trains 
through  the  tunnel  and  the 
ferries  are  little  affected.  But 
those  motorists  who  do  take 
their  car  across  the  channel 
could*  find  themselves 
blockaded  by  striking  lorry 
drivers  who  are  abandoning 
their  vehicles  across  key  roads 
without  warning. 

The  Air  France  dispute  is 
the  latest  attempt  to  make  the 
state-owned  and  heavily  sub¬ 
sidised  airline  competitive. 


next  decade  the 
billion  now  raised  annually  inT partly  through  a  30  per  cent 


improvement  in  efficiency. 
Older,  more  highly  paid  staff 
are  being  offered  voluntary 
redundancy  to  be  replaced  by 
die  same  number  of  younger, 
less  well-paid  stewards  and 
stewardesses. 

Although  the  strike  has 
been  given  the  backing  of  die 


KENYA  SAFARIS 

Escape  the  Dreary  Winter 
With  The  Masters  Of  Kenya 

From  £702 

The  Choice  Is  Vast -Visit  The  Masai  Mara,  Samburu,  Tsaoo, 
Amboseli The  Aberdares,  Mt  Kenya  &  The  Famous  Lakes  - 
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two  biggest  airline  unions.  Air 
France  hopes  that  a  significant 
number  of  its  6.410  cabin  crew 
will  still  come  to  workl 

“We  will  reduce  the  service 
on  board,  cut  the  number  of 
crew  to  the  minimum  legal 
requirement,  pull  in  those  who 
should  be  off  duty  and  do  all 
we  can  to  keep  the  aircraft 
Dying."  an  Air  France  spokes¬ 
woman  said  last  night 

But  passengers  who  have 
paid  for  tickets  will  not  receive 
a  refund  if  they  decide  that 
travelling  to  Francejust  now  is 
not  worth  the  hassle. 

“As  long  as  we  can  get  diem 
from  A  to  B  we  will  be 
fulfilling  our  part  of  the  con¬ 
tract,"  Air  France  said. 

It  is  a  view  repeated  by 
British  Airways  which  says 
that  it  will  not  give  refunds  to 
passengers  who  have  paid  in 
advance  for  cheap  Apex  or 
World  Offer  tickets  but  who 
no  longer  want  to  fly,  although 
those  who  have  bought  fully 
flexible  full-fare  tickets  will  be 
allowed  to  cancel. 

Credit  card  users  who  buy 
tickets  with  plastic  will  not  be 
refunded  either,  though  some 
tour  operators,  such  as  Thom¬ 
son  and  Cresta.  are  ringing 
customers  to  urge  them  not  to 
travel  and  offering  them  alter¬ 
native  dates  and  destinations, 
or  their  money  back. 

Cresta  reckons  the  strikes 
have  cost  it  £100.000  in  re¬ 
funds  and  cancellations;  it  has 
stopped  taking  bookings  until 
the  end  of  the  year.Time  Off 
has  an  automatic,  if  unusual, 
free  travel  insurance  cover 
which  provides  refunds  to 
those  who  are  subjected  to 
“unreasonable  delays  or  can¬ 
cellation  caused  by  strikes” 

To  check  whether  your  flight  is 
operating  call  Air  France  reserva¬ 
tions  on  0181-742-6600.  Eurosmr 
information  is  on  0345-88 18S I. 


Free  wheelers;  will  America’s  relaxation  of  speed  limits  give  rise  to  more  of  the  “Thelma  and  Louise”  mentality? 

America  lets  off  the  brakes 


AMERICAN  speed  limits  are  about  to 
change.  From  tomorrow  individual 
states  will  have  the  freedom  to  lift  the 
55mpb  limit  imposed  by  the  Federal 
Government  in  1974  to  conserve  energy. 

For  British  tourists  it  will  mean  the  end 
of  the  agonisingly  slow  drives  across 
north  America’s  vast  stretches,  but  only 
in  some  areas.  Some  states  are  expected 
to  take  a  wait-and-see  approach,  fearing 
that  an  immediate  hike  in  speeds  may 
increase  road  deaths.  The  popular  desti¬ 
nations  of  Florida.  New  York.  Connecti¬ 
cut  Vermont  and  Louisiana,  for  instance, 
plan  no  immediate  change  to  speed 
limits. 

Colorado  has  drafted  legislation  for  a 
75mph  limit  on  main  roads,  which 
should  improve  driving  times  from 


By  Quentin  Letts 

Denver  airport  to  the  Rockies  ski  resorts. 
Utah,  growing  m  popularity  with  skiers, 
is  going  up  to  ?0mph.  California  intends 
to  introduce  speed  limits  of  65mpb  or 
70mph.  although  the  notorious  traffic 
jams  around  Los  Angeles  will  probably 
make  a  nonsense  of  that  Of  the  big 
country  states.  Texas  is  heading  for 
70mph.  while  Nevada,  Kansas  and 
Wyoming  will  opt  for  75raph.  • 
Montana  will  continue  to  be  the  place 
for  speed  freaks.  Taking  its  cue  from 
Germany,  the  northwestern  state  intends 
to  have  no  speed  limit  at  all  on  main 
roads  during  daylight  hours.  Even  under 
the  old  rules,  Montana’s  motorists  liked 
to  move  fast  Abuse  of  the  federal  limit 


met  with  nothing  more  than  a  $5  fine. 

Advocates  of  Caster  speeds  argued  that 
the  55mph  maximum  created  its  own 
hazards,  sending  some  drivers  to  sleep  on 
long  drives.  American  drivers  have  poor 
lane  discipline  and  overtaking  on  the 
inside  lane  is  a  common  occurrence,  and 
is  permitted  in  some  states. 

The  American  Automobile  Association 
advises  tourists  to  check  with  car  hire 
companies  before  they  take  to  the  road, 
and  to  beware  of  the  state-to-state 
variations.  George  Vrverette,  of  the  AAA 
said:  “It  wifl  no  longer  be  possible  to 
cross  the  country  with  your  cruise  control 
set  to  one  speed.  Our  advice  is  to  go  the 
speed  at  which  you  feel  comfortable.  If 
you  find  you  are  gripping  the  wheel  too 
tightly,  it  is  probably  time  to  slack  up." 


Travellers 
snap  up 
£39  flights 
to  Florida 

By  Harvey  Elliott 

MORE  THAN  2^00  holiday¬ 
makers  have  snapped  up  £39 
return  air  tickets  to  Orlando, 
Florida,  with  a  hire  car  includ¬ 
ed,  in  a  spontaneous  rush  to 
beat  the  early  winter  snow  and 
bitter  cold. 

Liberty  World  Travel,  of 
Blackpool,  offered  the  cut- 
price  fares  through  a  series  of 
television  advertisements  and 
were  sold  out  within  hours  as 
families  decided  to  find  the 
sun  before  Christmas. 

Prices  have  now  risen  to  £69 
return  —  but  there  are  snags. 
Passengers  also  have  to  agree 
to  pay  £64  a  week  insurance 
.on  the  hire  car,  plus  £49  per 
person  for  general  holiday 
insurance  and  £36  airport  tax. 
And  they  must  be  prepared  to 
travel  at  almost  a  moment’s 
notice. 

“We  can  buy  tickets  from 
charter  airlines  at  the  last 
moment  for  up  to  £160  each, 
sell  them  on  for  as  little  as  £39 
and  stiff  make  a  profit  through 
the  compulsory  insurance  pol¬ 
icies."  said  lan  Warren,  the 
firm’s  managing  director.  “We 
buy  the  airlines’  problems  — 
and  there  is  a  real  problem 
with  over-capacity  on  the  Or¬ 
lando  routes." 

The  flights,  on  airlines  such 
as  Air  2000.  Airtours  and  Air 
UK  Leisure,  are  from 
Manchester.  Gatwick  or  Lu¬ 
ton;  the  next  flight  is  due  to 
leave  tomorrow  and  there  are 
a  few  tickets  still  available 
from  £69  return,  plus  the 
additional  costs. 

“Next  summer  looks  as  if  it 
is  going  to  be  just  as  crowded 
with  more  airlines  coming 
onto  the  route."  said  Mr 
Warren.  “We  are  already  able 
to  offer  guaranteed  return 
fares  in  May  and  June  for 
£159,  instead  of  £329.  and  we 
even  have  some  returns  avail¬ 
able  over  the  peak  Christmas 
period  at  £139." 

Hotel  accommodation, 
which  the  II -year-old  fully 
bonded  company  can  also 
supply,  is  optional. 

The  transatlantic  fare  is 
believed  to  be  the  lowest  ever 
offered  and  even  the  addition¬ 
al  cost  of  insurance  can  be 
offset  with  savings  on  duty¬ 
free  drinks,  said  Mr  Warren. 


Eco-friendly 
sites  selected 


By  Tony  Dawe 


A  BADGER  wood  in  Hamp¬ 
shire  and  an  endangered 
rainforest  in  Costa  Rica  are 
among  15  tourism  projects 
which  have  been  shortlisted 
for  a  prestigious  environment 
award  sponsored  by  British 
Airways. 

Judges,  led  by  David  Bella¬ 
my,  the  popular  botanist 
praised  the  links  between  the 
projects  and  local  communi¬ 
ties  and  their  educational  val¬ 
ue.  The  winner  of  the  Tourism 
for.  Tomorrow  Globa]  Award 
will  be  announced  in  February 
and  will  go  to  the  development 
which  best  meets  “the  needs  of 
the  present  generation  without 
compromising  the  ability  of 
future  generations  to  meet 
their  own  needs". 

The  New  Forest  Badger 
Watch  at  the  home  of  Alistair 
Kflbum  has  made  the  list  of 
finalists  because  it  provides  an 
opportunity  for  thousands  of 
people  to  watch  badgers  in 
their  natural  habitat  and  col¬ 
lect  scientific  information. 

Visitors  creep  into  a  dark¬ 
ened  hide  where  they  listen  to 
a  taped  commentary  by  Mr 
Kflbum  and.  once  they  are 
settled  and  silent,  the  lights 
come  up  to  reveal  half-a-dozen 
badgers  rooting  in  the  under¬ 
growth  and  even  creeping  into 
a  sett  visible  from  ihe  hide. 

Fbur  more  projects  in  the 
British  Isles  have  also  been 
shortlisted.  The  sea-to-sea  cy¬ 
cle  route  through  Durham 
and  Cumbria,  the  combined 
effort  of  a  charity  and  14  local 
authorities,  has  been  praised 
for  encouraging  cycling  tour¬ 
ists  and  stimulating  the  local 
economy.  A  British  Water¬ 
ways  ecology  project  which 
indudes  a  “beastie  tank”  to 
educate  people  about  canal 
wildlif  ias  also  been  selected. 


In  Ireland,  the  restoration  of 
the  Baflinamore  to  Bafly- 
connell  canal  to  open  up  200 
miles  of  waterway  from  Lough 
Erne  to  Shannon  and  the 
development  of  Dublin’s  cul¬ 
tural  quarter  in  Temple  Bar 
have  made  the  shortlist 

The  Costa  Rica  project  is  a 
five-acre  she  which  uses  the 
proceeds  from  tourism  to  ac¬ 
quire  and  protect  endangered 
rainforest  and  to  educate  and 
motivate  guests  about  the 
importance  of  conservation. 

A  project  in  a  Cameroons 
rainforest  a  camp  and  conser¬ 
vation  area  in  the  Masai  Mara 
in  Kenya  and  the  restoration 
of  the  Royal  Naval  Dockyard 
in  Bermuda  are  among  other 
schemes  on  the  list 


irting  February  14th  we  shall  be  inaugurat¬ 
ing  a  new  flight  series  direct  from  London  Gat¬ 
wick  to  Damascus  for  the  remarkable  site  of 
Palmyra  and  the  'rose  red’  city  of  Petra.  This 
permits  the  traveller  to  visit  the  area  which  he 
has  come  to  see  and  be  able  to  re  lax  and  explore 
other  parts  of  these  ancient  lands  at  an  easy  pace 
and  when  the  weather  is  at  its  most  pleasant  for 
sightseeing.  Our  arrangement  includes  the  in- 
temationa]  fl  ight  toand  from  Damascus,  visits  to 
Palmyra.  Damascus.  Bosra,  and  Petra,  7  nights 
accommodation,  transportation  throughout  and 
services  of  local  knowledgeable  guides  and  a 
variety  of  optional  visits  toCracdes  Chevaliers, 
Jerash,  Little  Petra,  and  Wadi  Rum. 

This  is  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  visit  both 
Syriaandtorilan.twoofthevrorid'smoslfasrinat- 
ing  countries.  We  reach  Damascus  in  the  evening 
where  we  spend  three  nights  at  the  al-Faradis 
Hofei-  From  here  we  make  our  visit  to  Palmyra 
wi  th  the  choice  of  other  optional  via  ts  including 
an  exploration  of  the  Old Cityof  Damascus,  best 
done  on  foot,  and  perhaps  a  visit  to  the  Street 
called  Straight  Then  onwards  to  Petra  for  three 
nights  at  the  Petra  Guest  House  situated  at  the 
very  gates  of  the  site  itself.  During  our  stay 
optional  visits  may  be  made  to  the  site  of  Petra 
best  made  over  two  days  and  then  perhaps  Li  ttle 
Petra.  Jerash.  and  Wadi  Rum.  Finally,  our  last 
night  «  spent  at  Bosra  where  we  explore  the 


An  Inaugural  Offer 

PALMYRA 
to  PETRA 

London  to  Damascus  Direct 
7  nights  from  £495.00* 


perfectly  preserved  Roman  amphitheatre  be¬ 
fore  returning  to  London  Gatwick. 

We  are  making  20  places  available  at  a 
special  inaugural  tariff  on  the  indicated  depar¬ 
tures  on  a  first  reserved,  first  allocated  basis  of 
just£495  per  person  in  a  twin  bedded  room. 

DEPARTURE  DATES  &  PRICES 

1996  Wednesdays 
February  14.2I*,28*1595.l)0 
March 6, 13,20.27  £595.00 
April 3. 10, 17*. 24*  £595.00 
May  l*,8.15-r  22  £595.00 
Single  supplemental  65.00 

*  indicates  that  first  20  placesare  available 
at  the  inaugural  tariff  of £495.00 
ThrifTbetal**:fdumfti^U  Id  Ibnuscus,  room  and  brea li¬ 
bit  in  Siyrw  I  halfboard  suppInnciitXASOulftxiaid  in  Jonhn. 
local  gu  idesand  to,  etcirrsxmt  o  Palmyra.  and  Basra .  Not 
fodudai:  visa,  insurance,  airport  taxes  and  entrance  fees  in 
Pel  ra.  All  pricea  an  vntyed  to  chaotic. 

0171-6161000 

VOYAGESJULES  VERNE 
21  Dorset  Square, London  NW1  6QG 

Travel  Promotions  Ltd 
ABTAV166IATOL883B 

Our  (dikes arc  c*>en  for  telephone  rescrvalicfuw'ecLby* 

9amlo7pmandal  weekend!  Ham  lo5rtn. 

For  personal  oilers,  our  office  hours  are  Sam  lo  5pm 
weekdays  and  $hm  lo  Ipm  Saturdays, 


GREAT  VALUE  BREAKS  THIS  WINTER  -  FROM  ONLY  £  45  PER  ROOM.  BREAKFAST  INCLUDED. 
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Bnrm  Airport  •  DusseUcrt-Ranngni  •  Frank/un-Longra  *  FLsnbwg-Kidcr  taiw  •  f lerdelherg-Walldorf  *  Kassel  •  Leipzig  Ley  Center  •  Munich-South  • 
Passau  •  Sbtfdwig  •  EX:  lUSS  1 12l  Salaga  *  E  (FF  $ 9Sl  Nice  •  Nice- Port  Si.  Laurent  *  Pa  ns- Boss}  Si.  Georges  ■  Pans- La  ViTlette  •  Pans- Montmartre  • 
rans-Roang  -  Stnashouig  •  Too  loose  •  EEJ:  |FTM  SdOi  Helsinki  •  G&  (DRS  2^.000)  Athens  -  I:  (LIT  l"SJ»ni  Florence  •  Mibn  -  ILM  41)  Malta  • 
Nl_  (DO  1*5)  Eindhoven  •  Lnden  ■  EL  IU5S  1 121  Warsaw 


G&  London -Oxford  Orem  •  &  (ATS  1-380)  Sehborg  -  Dt  [DM  INS}  Bcilm-KurfurflaxlaitiiD  »  Co  lop  a-  Cut  Cenicr  ■  Dnnmund  •  Hamburg  • 
Hanooeer  Airport  •  Mannheim  #  Mumd)  •  Schwerin  •  Suhl  •  6  (FF  6?5l  Paris- Rn-e  Gauche  ■  1;  l LIT  1*8.000)  Dimarn  •  IL  lUSS  12-~)  Tibenas  • 
ML  iDll  22UJ  A  Ulster dam-5chrphol  •  Maasmchl  •  OMN=  (OR  4SI  Salalab  •  5A:  (SR  476)  Riyadh  ■  IB:  <USS  12”)  Inanbul-Atakoc  Manna 


Gfr  Loudoo- Heathrow  *  Lwidon-Kmanpoa  •  London-* mgs  Lross/WoonhbufT  •  B;  (BF  4.700}  •  Qf:  fSFR  1W)  Genera  •  ft  (DM  130} 

Berlin  Cay  Ceaci  •  Frank  hat  Conference  Center  •  Fraakhirt-Main-Taunus-Zentrum  *  Heidelberg  ■  £:  (FF  "’d'l  Pans-Tour  EiffH  *  |:  (LIT  231.000)  Roane- 
Eurraitodg  Media  *  fl.-.  (USS  148}  Edai  -  £fl,-  (Dfl  2b0l  Amsterdam  Gry  Centre  ■  Si  {SR  5551  Yanhu  •  IB:  |USS  14KI  Istanbul 


5-  Loudon -Mayfair  •  ft  (DM  260|  Dussddorf-Kanipjller  •  E  IFF  W0)  Pjrs-RcpuNbph.-  •  {:  (LIT  2b5.IV.Hl)  Rimir-V.  Peter's  •  Kome-Mmerva 
nr  125.000  supplement)  *  IL  fUSS  I’D)  Jerusalem  •  Td  A%iv  -  KWT;  [KI>  51)  Kuwait  •  UAFc  (UAE 


:  (UAE  DHS  h25]  Dubai 


This  Winter  take  a  break  with  our 
Weekender  Plus  programme  -  its 
amazing  value  !  In  almost  130  desti¬ 
nations  more  than  170  hotels  offer 
attractive  bed  and  breakfast  packages. 
The  per  room  price  includes  accom¬ 
modation  and  breakfast  for  up  ro  two 
adults  and  two  children.  Ar  most 
hotels  children  also  eat  free  from  the 
Kids'  menu  during  hinch  and  dinner. 
Call  us  today  and  ask  for  “Weekender 
Plus”  -  its  your  first  step  towards  a 
great  break. 
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TO  MAKE  A  RESERVATION,  OR  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  TOLL-FREE  ON  0800  897  121. 
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Accountants  face  record  damages 

■  \  total  of  150  top  accountants  couJd  face  financial  ruin  after  a 
record  damages  award  in  the  High  Court  against  their  firm  for 
£65  million.  An  electronic  security  company  won  the  damages 
from  fte  accountant  BLO  Binder  Hamlyn. 

A  judge  severely  criticised  crucial  information  volunteered 
b„  the  firm  during  a  takeover  bid-  The  award  is  believed  to  be 
the  biggest  in  the  UK  against  an  accountancy  firm - Page  I 

Calculator  ban  for  children 

■  Calculators  are  to  be  banned  in  one  of  two  maths  papers  to 

be  sat  by  11-year-olds  next  year  because  government  advisers 
have  found  a  worrying  lack  of  mathematical  ability  tn  tests 
taken  this  summer.  The  School  Curriculum  and  Assessment 
Authority  has  also  urged  the  Education  Secretary  to  introduce 
a  similar  ban  in  tests  for  14-year-olds  by  1997 - Pages  1, 19 

Bart’s  lifeline  Low-fish  fingers 

St  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  one  Most  brands  of  fish  fingers  sold 
of  the  oldest  in  the  country,  could  in  Britain  are  short  of  fish,  ac- 
b c  saved  from  closure  by  a  pro-  cording  to  research  covering  12 
posal  to  keep  it  going  '  -ith  a  European  countries.  Only  two  of 
combination  of  state,  charitable  27  UK  brands  contain  more  than 
and  private  funding - Page  2  65  per  cent  fish - Page  9 

Royal  jewels  found  Jupiter  mission 

The  FBI  in  New  York  recovered  A  probe  from  the  Galileo  space- 
the  Duchess  of  York’s  stolen  craft  will  parachute  into  Jupiter's 
jewellery  from  an  airport  bag-  atmosphere  today  and  beam  75 
gage  handler.  Gilbert  Terrero,  minutes  of  information  to  Earth 
who  was  charged.  Five  diamonds  before  burning  up  or  crumpling 
are  still  missing —Pages  3. 18  under  pressure - Page  11 

Cold  chaos  Greenpeace  appeal 

The  cold  weather  brought  four  Greenpeace  appealed  against  a 
deaths  on  the  roads  and  left  thou-  derision  by  a  French  Polynesian 
sands  struggling  on  motorways,  court  to  allow  the  French  Navy  to 
Up  to  three  inches  of  snow  feU  in  keep  two  of  its  vessels  which  were 
Kent  and  Surrey,  and  more  is  seized  firing  September's  anti¬ 
forecast  — - Page  5  nuclei  protest - Page  12 

‘Mad  cow’  meat  fears  Germans  for  Bosnia 

Parents  and  schools  were  accused  The  German  Parliament  voted 
of  overreacting  to  fears  cr  “mad  543  to  107  to  send  4,000  troops  to 
cow”  disease  as  the  beef  industry  police  the  Bosnia  peace  accord, 
reported  a  5  per  cent  drop  in  sales  Most  will  be  medical  and  corn- 
last  month  - . . Pages  6, 19  municatkms  staff _ Page  13 

Radiotherapy  injuries  French  day  of  action 

Women  who  received  radiothera-  Students,  teachers  and  public  sec- 
py  for  breast  cancer  have  suffered  tor  unions  will  take  to  the  streets 
arm  and  shoulder  injuries- Some  of  France  in  what  may  be  the 
are  in  constant  pain  and  have  fiercest  challenge  so  for  to  the 
paralysed  arms _ Page  7  Government - Pages  14, 18 

Parents’  decision  Kohl  crisis 

The  parents  of  a  baby  girl  suffer-  Helmut  Kohl  may  lose  his  part¬ 
ing  from  weak  bones  must  deride  tier,  the  small  Free  Democrat  par- 
soon  whether  to  allow  her  leg  to  ty.  Gunter  Rexrodt,  the  Free 
be  amputated  or  for  her  to  face  a  Democrat  Economics  Minister,  is 
childhood  of  operations....  Page  8  expected  to  resign ....  Pages  15. 19 

Mirror  writing  girl  rights  herself 

■  Vicky  Wilmore.  10,  from  Manchester,  baffled  doctors  by 

writing  everything  upside  down  and  back  to  front.  But  while 
watching  Manchester  United  being  knocked  out  of  the  UEFA 
Cup  on  television  she  slumped  back  in  disappointment  and 
cracked  her  head  on  a  table.  Next  day  her  writing  disorder, 
which  had  lasted  a  year,  corrected  itself . Page  1 


John  Major  with  Lamberto  Dini,  the  Italian  Prime  Minister,  in  Florence  yesterday  at  the^start  of  tfoptr  summit  mating.  Page  1. 


Growing  concern:  Dr  Trisha 
Gremhalgh  on  the  factors  which 
govern  human  height  and  whether 

shortness  matters _ Page  16 

Nanny  Prance:  Kate  Muir  finds  Big 
Brother  alive  and  well  and  living  in 

Paris _ Page  17 

Spinster  act  Julia  Llewellyn  Smith 
talks  to  Lens  Maxwell,  the  original 
Miss  Moneypenoy— - - Page  17 


Le  strike:  Air  Prance  is  struggling 
with  services  from  Britain  after 
cabin  crew  walked  out _ Page  23 


National  Lottery:  The  good  causes 
that  benefit  from  our  natamal  num¬ 
bers  game  — - Pages  3334 


The  melting  pot  Roger  Scruton  on 
Clinton's  guru;  Jonathan  Dark  on 
the  European  empires  in  the  New 
World;  Christopher  Hawtree  an 
Edmund  Wilson _ Page  40 


Economy:  A  slight  rise  in  Britain’s 
manufacturing  production  during 
October  has  cast  more  doubt  over 
the  Chancellor’s  optimistic  Budget 
growth  forecast _ Page  25 

Forte:  The  group  stepped  up  its 
defence  against  the  unwanted  take¬ 
over  bid  from  Granada  with  the 
sale  erf  Griersons,  the  wine  and 
spirits  wholesaler,  to  Matthew 
Clark - Page  25 

Bass:  The  hotels  and  pubs  group 
sidestepped  mounting  speculation 
that  it  was,  about  to  bid  for 
Latftffoke - Page  25 

Markets:  The  FT-SE 100  index  fell 
1.4  points  to  dose  at  36628.  Ster¬ 
ling’s  trade-weighted  index  rose 
from  82 8  to  829  after  a  rise  from 
$1.5403  to  $1.5407  and  from 
DM2.2122  to  DM22217 _ Page  28 


Rugby  union:  The  Northampton 
halfbacks,  Paul  Grayson  and  Malt 
Dawson,  will  win  their  first  Eng¬ 
land  caps  against  Western  Samoa 
on  December  16 _ Page  48 

Cricket:  John  Crawley  wfl]  bat 
No  3  for  the  England  touring  side 
against  Boland,  confirming  that  he 
will  replace  Mark  Ramprakash  in 
tire  Tfest  team - Page  45 

Football:  The  struggle  between  the 
Chelsea  chairman,  Ken  Bates,  and 
director  Matthew  Harding  for  con¬ 
trol  of  the  dub  could  came  to  a  head 
at  today’s  board  meetings  Page  44 

Sport  and  lawr.  Lord  Prosser  agreed 
in  the  Edinburgh  Court  of  Sessions 
to  Everton's  appeal  for  a  judida] 
review  of  Duncan  Ferguson’s  12- 
match  suspension  by  the  Scottish 
Football  Association - Page  48 


Nov  fBms:  The  American  Presi¬ 
dent ,  tiie  big  Hollywood  release  of 
tite  week,  is  a  disappointment,  but 
thane  Keaton  delights  with  her 
directorial  debut  feature.  Unstrung 
Heroes - Page  37 

Young  at  Art:  Every  Saturday 
morning  youngsters  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  learn  about  every  as¬ 
pect  of  film-making,  from  loading 
the  camera  to  choosing  the  best 
location _ Page  38 

Christmas  shows:  A  fine  produc¬ 
tion  of  The  Jungle  Book  at  the 
Young  Vic  is  high  on  Benedict 
Nightingale’s  list  of  seasonal 

recommendations - Page  39 

Musical  low:  Maria  Ewing  takes 
over  as  Tosca  at  Covent  Garden, 
looking  good  but  singing 
poorly - Page  39 


IN  THE  TIMES 


«  ' 


■  EDUCATION 
Are  schools  losing 
sight  of  what 
Christmas  is  really 
about? 

■  FRIDAY  PEOPLE 
The  Bernard  Levin 
column,  Caitlin  Moran 
on  pop,  and  the 
Valerie  Grove  interview 


Lord  Matthews,  former  deputy  'v 

chairman  of  Trafalgar  House~-  * 
Howard  Higaan,  sociologist,^- 
Lady  Hilda  Swan,  language  •  •  n. 
school  director;  Hie  Rev  Robert  :: 
Coolson,  Anglican  priest  ..Page  21  ? 


The  EU’s  architects  underestimat¬ 
ed  die  pain  of  reaching  their  goal, 
but  France's  troubles  need  not  un¬ 
ravel  tiie  vision  or  a  united  Europe 
—  The  New  York  Times 
Eurosceptics  are  rubbing  their 
hands  at  the  sight  of  France 
brought  to  standstill.  But  to  blame 
the  chaos  on  monetary  convergence 
is  to  look  down  the  wrong  end  of 
the  telescope  —  Evening  Standard 


A  levels;  BSE;  Atherton's  triumph; 
anniversary  in  East  Timor;  royal 
crowns  and  royal  jewels —Page  19 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,032 


□  General:  England  and  Wales 
will  be  generally  cloudy,  with  snow 
flurries.  These  will  be  heaviest  and 
more  persistent  in  northeast  Eng¬ 
land  and  the  Pennines  where  there 
could  be  some  accumulations 
especially  over  the  hills. 

The  western  side  of  England  and 
Wales  should  just  see  an  isolated 
wintry  shcwer,  and  some  sunny 
spells. 

Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland, 
will  also  be  cloudy,  with  outbreaks 
of  snow.  The  heaviest  and  most 
persistent  again  in  the  east,  and 
there  could  well  be  some 
accumulations  over  the  hills. 

□  London.  Central  S.  Central  N 


□  N  Wales,  NW  England,  Lake 
District,  N  Ireland:  cloudy  with 
some  brighter  spells  and  isolated 
wintry  showers,  especially  on  high 
ground.  Wind  moderate  south¬ 
easterly.  Max  4C  (39F). 

□  Isle  of  Man,  SW,  NW  Scot¬ 
land,  Glasgow,  Argyll:  starting 
cloudy  with  some  brighter  spells 
and  scattered  wintry  showers  later 
in  the  day.  Wind  fresh  southeast. 
Max  6C  (43F). 

□  NE  England,  Borders,  Edin¬ 
burgh  &  Dundee,  Aberdeen, 
Central  Highlands,  Moray  Firth, 
NE  Scotland,  Orkney:  cloudy  with 
flumes  of  snow,  some  thick  and 


W  Mldtend^aSril  SS:  S  southeasterly.  Max  3C  (37F). 
Wales:  cloudy  with  light  snow  □  Outlook:  wintry  showers  over 
flumes.  Wind  gentle  southeasterly.  Scotland  and  northeast  England. 
Max  2C  (36F)  otherwise  generally  and  cloudy. 


Lightning 


"Snow 

1S  Temperature 
13  (Celsius) 

Wind  speed 


—  Sea 
OVM  conditions 


ACROSS 

I  Main  scene  from  the  pilots  pos¬ 
ition  17)- 

5  Ordinary  pedestrian  (7). 

9  1  race  after  game  and  collapse  (9). 

10  Stan  to  break  articles  —  and  get 
into  hot  water?  (5). 

1 1  Within  impressionism,  one  titan 
15). 

12  Sailor  may  snatch  mm  (9). 

14  Revolutionary  form  of  commu¬ 
nication  13,6). 

17  Tattered  beaters  ran  around  in 
ooats  of  this  sort  (6-8). 

21  Consumers  prepared  for  shocks 
(9). 

23  Handy  cover  for  front  of  garden 
with  nothing  on  it  (5). 

24  Relative  reported  as  cheat  (5). 

25  Demonstrating  about  diminished 
state  funding  (9). 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20,031 
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26  Cocktail  served  in  the  passengers 
compartment?  (4-3). 

27  In  Ftench.  the  accent  can  be  cut 
with  a  knife  (7). 

DOWN 

1  It  provides  tiie  plate,  and  capital, 
to  support  church  (6). 

2  Perhaps  I  can  hit  the  bottle  with 
this  abroad?  (7). 

3  Sensible  motorists  split  the  park¬ 
ing  money  once  (9). 

4  Rewritten  by  Lear  —  still  humor¬ 
ous.  as  an  example  (1 1). 

5  It  may  be  cushioned  for  safety  (3). 

6  Piece  of  gold  required  for  round 
trip  (5). 

7  Car  rug  obtainable  in  a  vending 
machine  (7). 

8  The  dailies  are  less  smutty  on  tiie 
Sabbath  (8). 

13  Monopolize  rock  for  the  founda¬ 
tion  (1 1). 

15  Gentle  departure,  moving  at  a 
comfortable  pace  (9). 

16  Puts  forward  proposals  (8). 

*8  Not  prepared  for  waU-papering  — 
and  going  to  any  lengths  to  show 

id  FI- 

19  Outlandish  pieces  from  books  one 
accountant  turned  up  (7). 

20  Blackbird  familiar  to  Darwin  (6). 

22  Like  mysterious  letters  from  the 

local  police  about  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  (5). 

25  The  average  fish  has  a  short  tail 


For  the  latest  AA  traffic/Wadwort®  (rtormattor, 
2*  hours  a  day.  dta)  0338  401  totawed  by  the 

appropriate  code 

London  &  SE  traffic,  nwtwort* 

AreawBWfceS - 731 

Essw/H8rts«eds/BiK*s/B8rt<3/D»OT _ 733 

Kert^urrey/Sussex/Harts _ 73* 

M25  London  Ortwri  only  _ - 736 

Mtotonai  traffic  and  roadworks 

NabonaJ  motorways _ 737 

West  Country - - 738 

VMes - 738 

MUands - - .740 

EasTAngia...-  _ 741 

NontvweaEndand . . 7*2 

North-easi  England _ _ 743 

Scotland..  - - - ._.  .744 

Northern  Vstand - 74S 

AA  Roadwaich  is  charged  a)  39p  pet  minute 
(cheap  rale)  and  49p  per  minute  si  al  other  times. 


Yesterday.  Wgha 
and  Wer.  7G  (49 
Sonera*  1C  0C 
Grampwv  29n. 
Dyfed.  5.4hr. 


t  day  fpip:  Tynemouth.  Tyne 
It  lowest  day  max:  Lsconib* 
i;  highest  ratotoS:  Aberdeen, 
ighest  sunshine:  Fishguard, 


Tafli  to  Eastern  tor  a  better  deal 

0800  99  77  55 

LEftRiriTY 


24  hrsta  5  pm:  b=  bright  c=doud;  d- drizzle;  ds-dust  storm:  du-ttt  t=fak;  Ig-tog;  gsgato;  h-hat; 
psrato;8h=ttf>o«wr;sl=s>Bet:sns8now;»=sun:t^tnundar 
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WILLIAM  REES-MOGG 

Tbe  French  commentator  Francois - 
de  Cksets  canted  tire  phrase  “La 
France  Schizophrtfre’’  to  describe  - 
tiie  present  Breach  state  of  mind. 
This  echoes  the  current  ^  Goman 
view  of  France's  attitude  towards 


PHILIP  HOWARD 

There  may  be  even  a  brt  of  Scha¬ 
denfreude  about  tbe  fabutously 
rich  losing  a  fabled  bauble.  The 
theft  of  a  diamond  necklace  is  more 
of  a  victimless  crime  than  fraudu¬ 
lently  dealing  in  derivatives:  duch¬ 
esses  can  stand  their  loss  better 
titan  pensioners _ Page  18 

BILL  CASH 

This  is  the  time  for  a  Secretary 
General  of  Nalo  -who  would  take 
steps  to  prevent  German  designs 
for  a  common  defence  policy  —  not 
fix-  a  man  such  as  Javier  Solaria, 
whose  track  record  would  point  in 
the  opposite  direction _ -Page  IS 


Mari  ot  the  hour 

The  only  man  with  the  stature  to 
rescue  Europe  from  disaster  is 
Helmut  Kohl  Afi  Europeans  must 
now  "hope  that  Herr'  Kohl  can  be 
brought  to  see  that  he  is  making  ar 
mistake  on  a  tragic  scale -  Page  19 

Survival  courses 

National  testing  of  schocdchDdren 
has  endured  tire  assaults  of  tbe: 
teaching  profession  andfrsaHies  in  : 
tire  Labour  party  —  and  it  has  - 


The  right  subsidy  |  ‘ 

A  nation  building  opera  houses 
and.  art  galleries,  wfcSe  letting 
arts  wither  fqglack  iff  £5  million, 
brings  glory;  to  newne  — — Page  19V 


Preview:  The  founder  of  the  scout 
movement  comes  uoder.scnitiay.in 
Secret  Lives:  BadettPoaeU  (Chan¬ 
nel  4,  9pm).  Review:  Matthew 
Bond  enjoys  a  documentary  about 
a  swimming  pool-..-..— —  Page47 
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BUSINESS  EDITOR  Lindsay  Cook 

Output 
fall  fuels 
rate  cut 
pressure 

By  Janet  Bush,  economics  correspondent 


A  SHARP  decline  in  indus¬ 
trial  output  has  raised  fresh 
doubts  about  Kenneth 
Clarke's  optimistic  Budget 
growth  forecast,  increasing 
pressure  on  the  Chancellor 
to  cut  interest  rates. 

Industrial  production  fell  by 
0.9  per  cent  in  October,  hit  by 
weak  energy  demand  caused 
by  the  mild  autumn,  and  is 
Just  05  per  cent  higher  than 
this  time  last  year.  Manufac¬ 
turing  output  edged  up  just  0.2 
percent,  leaving  growth  ofjust 
one  per  cent  year-on -year. 

The  small  rise  in  manufac¬ 
turing  output  followed  die  0.6 
per  cent  fell  registered  in 
September.  The  most  Hkdy 
explanation  for  weak  output 
hum  manufacturing  is  the 
huge  build  up  of  stock  levels 
by  £13  billion  in  the  second 
and  third  quarters  erf  this  year. 
Until  some  of  those  stocks  are 
sold,  manufacturers  have  little 
incentive  to  produce  and,  even 
if  demand  holds  up.  output  is 

£3bn  gilt 
auction 
disappoints 

Bv  Janet  Bush 
ECONOMICS  CORRESPONDENT 

ANOTHER  disappointing 
auction  of  gilt-edged  stock 
yesterday  faded  to  dampen 
hopes  of  lower  interest  rates. 

The  E3  billion  auction  of  75 
per  cent  gilts  to  mature  in  2006 
attracted  lads  of  only  1.12 
times  the  total,  a  poor  perfor¬ 
mance.  It  followed  an  auction 
of  the  same  amount  of  the 
same  stock  in  September  that 
was  undersubscribed  for  the 
first  time  since  this  method  of 
selling  gflts  was  instituted  in 
19S7. 

Yesterday’s  outcome  is  a 
further  warning  for  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  which  increased  its 
forecasts  for  the  public  sector 
borrowing  requirement  sub¬ 
stantially  in  last  week’s  Bud¬ 
get  Instead  of  the  £13  billion 
that  was  forecast  in  the  1994 
Budget  the  forecast  is  £225 
billion. 

However,  gilt  prices  fin¬ 
ished  strongly  as  yesterday's 
weak  UK  industrial  produc¬ 
tion  figures  buoyed  hopes  for 
base  rate  cuts  and  there  was 
news  of  a  much  larger  than 
expected  drop  of  05  per  cent  in 
US  October  leading 
indicators. 

This  salt  German  bunds, 
US  Treasuries  and  gilts  high¬ 
er  because  they  strengthen  the 
case  for  the  Federal  Reserve  to 
cut  US  rates. 

Equities  in  London  were 
subdued,  with  the  FT-SE  1 00 
.  index  of  leading  shares  closing 
L4  lower,  at  3,6628,  after 
recovering  from  a  mid-sessk® 
loss  of  173  points. 
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not  likely  to  bounce  back 
quickly. 

Ian  Shepherdon  of  HSBC 
Markets  said  that  the  Trea¬ 
sury's  argument  that  de-stock¬ 
ing  will  be  gradual  and  will 
have  only  a  limited  impact  on 
growth  was  complacent 
The  recent  purchasing  man¬ 
agers’  report  suggested  that 
manufacturing  production  re¬ 
mained  subdued  and  may 
even  have  deteriorated  further 
in  November.  The  purchasing 
managers  index  foil  below  the 
50  per  cent  marie,  signalling  a 
contraction  in  manufacturing 
activity  for  the  first  time  in 
three  years. 

Yesterday’s  figures  under¬ 
lined  City  scepticism  that 
Kenneth  Clarke's  forecast  of  3 
per  cent  growth  next  year  can 
be  attainable  and  strength¬ 
ened  certainty  that  there  will 
be  base  rate  cuts  in  the  week 
ahead.  The  only  disagreement  j 
is  whether  the  first  cut  will  j 
come  after  next  Wednesday's 
monetary  meeting  or  whether 
the  Chancellor  will  wart  until 
the  spring,  whan  he  will  have 
more  data  at  his  disposal. 

Also  published  by  the  CSO 
yesterday  were  cyclical  indica¬ 
tors  for  October.  The  longer 
leading  index,  which  is  de¬ 
signed  to  signal  turning  points 
in  the  economy  12  months  in 
advance,  continued  to  drop  as 
it  has  done  since  the  middle  of 
last  year.  The  fact  that  this  has 
not  yet  turned  upwards  in 
theory  suggests  that  there  will 
be  no  pick-up  in  growth  at 
least  until  the  end  of  1996.  very 
dose  to  the  election.  In  addi¬ 
tion.  the  shorter-leading  in¬ 
dex.  signalling  turning  points 
six  months  ahead,  fell  for  the 
first  time  for  six  months. 

Expamting  on  yesterday's 
manufacturing  figures,  the 
CSO  said  that  just  over  half  of 
manufacturing  industries 
have  shown  rises  in  the  past 
quarter  including  transport 
equipment,  the  electrical  and 
optical  industries  and  energy- 
related  sectors  such  as  miner¬ 
al  oil  and  coke  refining.  But 
there  were  falls  in  textiles, 
leather  and  clothing,  food 
drink  and  tobacco  and  in 
machinery  and  equipment. 
This  last  hem,  as  Simon 
Briscoe  of  NIkko  Europe  com¬ 
mented,  does  not  point  to  a  big 
pick  up  in  investment  in  foe 
months  ahead. 

□  German  industrial  output 
fell  a  seasonally  adjusted  1.6 
per  cott  in  October  and  was 
down  25  per  cent  year-on- 
year.  The  median  forecast  was 
for  a  05  per  cent  monthly 
improvement  September  data 
was  slightly  revised,  with  out¬ 
put  down  13  per  cent  from  a 
year  earlier.  A  two-month 
comparison  showed  that  out¬ 
put  declined  25  per  cent  in 
September  and  October. _ 

Rate  cut  calk  page  26 
-  Economic  View,  page  29 


David  Stevens,  left,  of  Forte,  with  Hugh  Etheridge  of  Matthew  Clark.  Keith  Hamfll  and  Peter  fjfuitley.  yesterday 

Forte  sells  wine  business  for  £22m 


By  Eric  Reguly 

FORTE,  under  takeover 
threat  from  Granada,  contin¬ 
ued  its  house  cleaning  yester¬ 
day  with  foe  sale  of  Griersons, 
the  third  largest  wine  and 
spirits  wholesaler,  to  Mat¬ 
thew  Clark  for  £22.7  million. 

Matthew  Clark  said  it  will 
integrate  Griersons  with 
Freetraders  Group,  its  nat¬ 


ional  wholesale  division.  The 
process  could  see  as  many  as 
half  of  Grierson's  320  employ¬ 
ees  lose  their  jobs.  Peter 
Huntley.  Matthew  Clark’s 
business  development  direc¬ 
tor,  said:  “Significant  cost  sav¬ 
ings  will  come  out  of  rational¬ 
isation  of  the  network.” 

Keith  HamUL  Forte's  fi¬ 
nance  director,  said:  “This 
transaction  continues  foe  pro- 


Mis-selling  could 
cost  Barclays  £58m 


By  Robert  Miller 


BARCLAYS  LIFE  has  set 
aside  £58  million  to  cover  the 
cost  of  mis-selling  personal 
pensions. 

The  company,  publicly  re¬ 
buked  in  July  last  year  for 
breaking  the  rules  laid  down 
by  foe  Securities  and  Invest¬ 
ments  Board,  has  already 
paid  £1  million  to  nurses, 
teachers  and  local  government 
employees  who  were  wrongly 
advised  to  transfer  out  of,  or 
nor  join,  their  generous  occu¬ 
pational  pension  schemes.  The 
rule  breaches  included  inade¬ 
quate  training  and  supervi¬ 
sion  of  sales  staff  and  failure  to 
keep  proper  records. 

Barclays  life  had  a  2  per 
cent  market  share  before  with¬ 
drawing  in  1993.  Nigel  Je¬ 
rome,  manager  of  the  Bar¬ 
clays  pensions  review  centre 
which  employs  55  staff  and 
costs  more  than  £2  million  a 
year  to  run.  said  the  compen¬ 


sation  payments  ranged  from 
£250  to  £86.000  in  a  case 
where  someone  had  died  and 
a  death-in-service  benefit  was 
due  to  the  widow.  A  few  have 
also  received  ex-gratia  “dis¬ 
tress”  payments  of  up  to  £750. 
The  average  payment  is 
£6500  but  this  is  not  expected 
to  be  the  long  term  norm. 

Barclays  Life,  which  is  re¬ 
viewing  13,000  potential  mis- 
selling  cases,  has  rent  out 
650,000  letters  as  pan  of  its 
exercise  to  indentify  possible 
victims. 

Lloyds  Abbey  Life,  a  subsid¬ 
iary  of  Lloyds  Bank  with  a  3 
per  cent  market  share,  has  set 
aside  a  record  E80  million  and 
made  50.000  telephone  calls. 
About  13.000  investors  have 
moved  home  and  Barclays  is 
to  ask  the  Department  of 
Social  Security  to  try  to  trace 
these  people  through  their 
National  Insurance  numbers. 


cess  of  focusing  management 
and  financial  resources  on 
our  core  business  while  reduc¬ 
ing  debt” 

Grierson's  was  barely  prof¬ 
itable  under  Forte,  generat¬ 
ing  an  operating  profit  of  £1 
million  on  turnover  of  £71.6 
million  in  the  year  to  January 
31.  This  year,  it  pud  a  £10 
million  dividend  to  Forte. 

□  1BCA.  the  credit  rating 


Directors’  pay 
outstrips 
staff  wages 

By  Phiup  Bassett 
INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

PAY  rises  for  many  of  Brit¬ 
ain’s  company  directors  are 
still  running  ahead  of  wage 
rises  generally,  according  to  a 
new  survey  today. 

The  Institute  of 
Directors/  Reward  survey  of 
the  remuneration  of  almost 
5,000  directors  suggests  aver¬ 
age  pay  rises  of  3-35  per  cent 
which  business  leaders  say  is 
“in  line  with  those  received  by 
other  groups  of  workers” 

But  the  unpublicised  detail 
shows  44  per  cent  of  directors 
overall  received  awards  of 
more  than  4  per  cent  34  per 
cent  got  5  per  cent  plus;  15  per 
cent  got  10  per  cent  or  more: 
while  6  per  cent  received  more 
than  16  per  cent  Fourteen  per 
cent  of  directors,  including  30 
per  cent  of  company  chair¬ 
man,  received  no  pay  rise. 

The  general  level  of  settle¬ 
ments  is  around  3  per  cent 


agency,  has  placed  Forte’s 
debt  ratings  on  watch  ,  Hh 
negative  implications.  It  .aid 
Forte's  planned  demerger,  to 
split  foe  company  into  a 
hotels  and  a  restaurants  busi¬ 
ness.  “raises  no  new  funds 
and  the  rating  of  the  resulting 
parts  may  not  be  as  good  as 
that  of  foe  existing  company." 

Pennington,  page  27 
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Blair 
aims  at 
‘feel-good’ 
factor 

By  Philip  Bassett 
INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

BUSINESS  leaders  last  night 
were  told  by  Tony  Blair  that  a 
Labour  Government  would  be 
better  for  business  than  the 
Conservatives. 

Speaking  in  London  to  the 
annual  dinner  of  Confedera¬ 
tion  of  British  Industry  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  South  East,  M  r  Blau- 
said  that  in  the  past  Labour 
had  simply  sought  to  reassure 
businesses  that  it  would  not 
damage  them. 

But  the  Labour  party  leader 
said  that  new  Labour  has 
moved  beyond  that  to  the 
point  “where  we  can  state  with 
conviction  that  a  Labour  Gov¬ 
ernment  would  be  better  for 
business,  and  for  lasting  eco¬ 
nomic  strength,  titan  the  cur¬ 
rent  administration". 

Mr  Blair,  who  was  ques¬ 
tioned  for  half  an  hour  on 
Labour’s  policies,  said  that  an 
incoming  Labour  Govern¬ 
ment  could  do  much  to  tackle 
the  “pervasive”  sense  of  eco¬ 
nomic  insecurity  which  is 
damaging  business  optimism. 

He  insisted  that  the  role  of  a 
Labour  Government  towards 
business  was  “not  to  com¬ 
mand.  but  to  facilitate”  indus¬ 
try  in  key  but  limited  areas. 

These  included  advancing 
Britain’s  case  in  Europe, 
revolutionising  education 
skills  and  training,  promoting 
competition  and  b.^aktng 
down  monopolies,  building  up 
strong  regions,  increasing  so¬ 
cial  cohesion  and  backing  new 
technologies. 

Mr  Blair  also  highlighted 
prices,  saying  that  any  busi¬ 
ness  plan  is  “virtually  useless 
if  you  cannot  plan  ahead  on 
the  basis  of  stable  prices". 

He  added:  “That  is  why  a 
Labour  Government  wall  take 
no  risks  with  inflation  and  will 
reject  short-term,  quick-fix  sol¬ 
utions.  We  will  have  an  explic¬ 
it  target  for  low  and  stable 
inflation  as  well  as  a  medium- 
term  objective  of  raising  the 
economy’s  productive 
potential-” 


Business 
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Car  wars 

Carmakers  said  that  sales  of 
new  vehicles  rose  13  per  cent 
in  November,  but  that  foe 
increase  owes  more  to  special 
discounts  and  marketing 
initiatives  rather  than  a 
return  of  the  “feel-good” 
factor.  Car  makers  want  an 
interest-rate  cut  to  stave  off 
whal  they  expect  to  be  a 
winter  slump.  Page  26 

Traded  Options 

Technical  problems  at  our 
supplier  of  London  Traded 
Options  prices  have 
prevented  publication  of 
yesterday’s  closing  prices.  We 
apologise  for  repetition  of  the 
previous  day’s  dosing  prices. 


Bass  sidesteps  Ladbroke  speculation 


Sir  Ian  Prosser,  left,  and  Richard  North,  finaiux  director 


BASS,  the  hotels  and  pubs 
group,  sidestepped  mounting 
speculation  that  it  was  about 
to  bid  for  Ladbroke,  the 
leisure  group  which  runs  foe 
betting  dam  of  the  same 
name. 

Rumours  have  been  grow¬ 
ing  in  the  City  that  Bass, 
which  is  the  parent  company 

of  the  Coral  bookmaker  chain 
and  which  is  modestly  geared 
at  23  per  cent,  is  about  to  move 
on  Ladbroke.  But  yesterday 
Sir  Ian  Prosser,  chairman  of 
the  brewery  group  which 
announced  a  profits  climb  of 
II  per  cent  to  £599  million  for 
flie  year  ending  September, 
said  only  that  the  company 
would  consider  expansion  in 


By  Christine  Buckley 

any  of  its  three  divisions  of 
branded  drinks,  hotels  and 
leisure  retailing. 

Recently  the  group  has 
been  expanding  its  hotels 
interests  and  Ladbroke  amid 
be  appealing  for  its  owner¬ 
ship  of  the  Hilton  brand 
outside  the  US.  Bass  operates 
Holiday  Inn  which  is  heavily 
concentrated  in  the  US. 

Hotels  helped  buoy  the 
profits  of  Bass  ami  compen¬ 
sated  for  poorer  trading  in  its 
bingo  and  betting  operations 
which  have  suffered  because 
of  foe  National  Lottery.  Sir 
lan  said:  “Racing  and  bingo 
will  still  reflect  the  adverse 
effects  of  the  National  Lottery 
for  the  first  half  of  foe  new 


financial  year  compared  with 
the  previous  half.” 

Bass  has  tried  to  buck  the 
flat  trend  of  the  drinks  market 
with  such  brands  as  Caffrey’s 
Irish  Ale  and  tin*  alcoholic 
lemonade  Hooper's  Hooch. 

Overall.  Bass’s  brewing  di¬ 
vision  produced  a  rise  in 
operating  profits  of  5.9  per 
cent  to  £144  minion  while 
sales  slipped  try  just  tinder  I 
per  cent  to  £15  billion. 

The  final  dividend,  which  is 
payable  February  12.  was  set 
at  ULfip  which  made  fora  rise 
of  75  per  cent  over  the  full 
year  and  takes  the  full  pay¬ 
ment  to  22-7p. _ 

Tempos,  page  28 
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Grant  for 
failed  firm 
queried 

By  Robert  Miller 

A  LABOUR  MP  is  today 
ejected  to  call  for  a  full- 
scale  parliamentary  de¬ 
bate  cm  how  the 
Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  made  an 
£850  000  regional  grant 
to  a  failed  West  Country 
computer  firm,  without 
running  a.  financial 
health  check  bn  the  com¬ 
pany's  directors. 

David  Jamieson.  Lab¬ 
our  MP  for  Plymouth 
Devon  port  is  to  receive 
answers  to  a  series  of 
parliamentary  questions 
he  tabled  to  ministers  on 
why  the  DTI  failed  to  run 
a  credit  check  on  John 
Dawson.  a  director  of 
Roof  Data  of  FaLmou'h. 
before  handing  over  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds  of  taxpayers' 
money.  He  accused  the 
DTI  of  using  delaying 
tactics  over  what  has 
become  increasingly  an 
embarassing  issue. 

Rom  Data  is  row  the 
subject  of  a  joint  formal 
investigation,  code- 
named  Operation  Gale, 
by  the  Serious  Fraud 
Office  and  Devon  and 
Cornwall  police. 

Mr  Dawson,  a  former 
Conservative  city  council¬ 
lor  in  Bath,  who  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  m  Ireland, 
has  a  history  of  bad  debts 
in  Britain  and  the  Carib¬ 
bean.  John  Dawson  Mo¬ 
tor  (Holdings)  company 
crashed  in  the  early  1980s 
with  debts  of  more  than 
£1  million. 


Carmakers 

call  for 
rate  cut  to 
avert  slump 

By  Kevin  Eason,  motoring  editor 


CARMAKERS  yesterday  cal¬ 
led  for  a  quick  cut  in  interest 
rates  to  stave  off  a  winter 
slump  in  Britain's  biggest 
manufacturing  industry. 

Registrations  of  new  cars 
jumped  by  nearly  13  per  cent 
in  November,  the  second 
monthly  increase  in  a  row 
after  a  stumbling  performance 
for  much  of  the  year. 

But  cdfcutives  were  quick  to 
point  out  that  the  increase  was 
die  result  of  millions  of 
pounds  spent  on  discounting 
and  special  deals  and  little  to 
do  with  a  resurgence  in  the 
economy. 

Ernie  Thompson,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  at  the  Society  of  Motor 
Manufacturers  and  Traders, 
said:  “Although  at  first  sight, 
these  figures  are  encouraging, 
they  result  from  aggressive 
marketing  initiatives  by  indi¬ 
vidual  manufacturers  to  stim¬ 
ulate  demand  rather  than  a 
sudden  return  of  the  ‘feel-good 
factor  following  the  Budget." 

Registrations  of  new  cars  in 
November  reached  143.055. 
1Z8  per  cent  ahead  of  the 
12&844  achieved  in  the  same 
month  of  last  year,  according 
to  tiie  society's  figures. 

The  big  increase  has  done 
little  to  boost  the  total  for  the 
year  so  for  though:  sales  in  the 
first  II  months  were  1,873,826. 


just  1.97  per  cent  better  than 
the  same  period  of  last  year. 

Almost  every  manufacturer 
is  offering  discounts,  free  in¬ 
surance  or  cheap  finance  just 
to  keep  models  leaving  the 
showrooms.  Discounts  of  up 
to  £800  on  family  cars  ,  are 
commonplace  while  there  is 
evidence  that  some  manufac¬ 
turers  are  registering  cars 
wifflbut  having  customers  for 
them. 

These  cars  are  used  as 
demonstrators,  signed  on  to 
rental  fleets  at  big  discounts  or 
used  as  management  cars 
before  being  sold.  The  result  is 
a  glut  of  cars,  depressing 
prices  with  the  average  foil  on 
a  model  with  a  1995  M- 
registrabon  plate  of  £500. 
according  to  the  Retail  Motor 
Industry  Federation. 

Neil  Marshall,  the  federa¬ 
tion's  director  of  economic 
affairs,  said:  “The  reality  is 
that  this  increase  has  beat 
driven  by  launches  of  new 
models  in  the  autumn  and 
same  very  big  deals.  We  are 
going  into  the  winter  with  a 
stagnant  market  and  that  is  a 
very  serious  position  to  be  in. 

“We  need  a  cut  in  interest 
rates  because  that  would  help 
complete  the  package  which 
would  give  us  some  chance  of 
a  revival. " 


EU  asked  to  resolve 
Anglo-Irish  steel  issue 

From  Eileen  McCabe  in  Dublin 


Steve  Willcox.  left  and  Hamish  McPhie.  finance  director,  saw  a  23  percent  advance  in  profit 


Avon  Rubber 
in  high  gear 

STEVE  WILLCOX  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  Avon  Rubber,  the 
automotive  components  to 
tyres  group,  is  optimistic  after 
improved  margins  and  in¬ 
creased  volumes  helped  the 
company  to  a  23  per  cent 
advance  in  full-year  profits. 

Organic  growth  and  acqui¬ 
sitions  fuelled  a  pre-tax  profits 
rise  to  £163  million  in  the  year 
to  September  30,. as  turnover 
jumped  13  per  cent  to  £306.5 
minimi.  An  increased  final 
dividend  of  12L35p  (llJjp),  pay¬ 
able  on  February  5.  gives  an 
improved  17.7p  total  063p). 


AFTER  the  failure  of  Irish  and 
British  officials  to  agree  terms 
for  the  future  operation  of 
Ireland's  only  steel  plant,  the 
Dublin  Government  has 
called  on  the  European  Union 
to  convene  a  special  meeting  of 
its  Industry  Council  to  resolve 
the  issue. 

The  unprecedenled.move  by 
the  Irish  Government  follows 
months  of  negotiations  over 
thefuture-ofits  plan  to  sell  the 


Irish  Steel  plant  in  Cork  to 
ISPAT  International,  the  Indi¬ 
an  company.  All  other  EU 
countries  have  approved  the 
deal  which  would  secure  350 
jobs.  Irish  officials,  frustrated 
af  the .  intransigence  of 
London,  believe  the  EU  route 
provides  the  only  hope  of 
securing  the  deal  before  the 
end  of  the  year. 


Clash  of  steeL  page  29 


Interest  on  a 

Business  Cheque  Account 

Propose  it  at 
the  next  board  meeting. 


We’d  like  you  to  put  TSB’s  full 
cheque  account  service  to  the  vote. 

First ,  let’s  go  through  what’s 
proposed. 

Cheque  book?  Check.  Statements? 
Yes.  Overdraft?  Maybe.  (That’s 
subject  to  status .)  You  even  get 
the  added  bonus  of  interest  on 
your  account. 

The  rate’s  tiered  to  grow  as  your 
balance  grows. 

And  because  we  offer  instant 
access ,  you  can  abstain  from 
constantly  switching  funds  between 
your  accounts. 

If  that  doesn’t  swing  it,  the 
competitive  cost  of  our  service 
just  might. 

Right.  All  those  in  favour  call 
0345  668  668  (local  rate)  for  an 
information  pack  or  an 
appointment. 


0345  668  668 


Business  Interest  Cheque  Account 


■1  We  want  you 
to  say 


YES 


TSB  Baik  pic,  Victoria  House.  Victoria  Square.  Birmingham  Bl  1 BZ.  TSB  Bank  Scotland  pic.  Henry  Duncan  House,  120  George  Street  Edinburgh  EH2  4LH. 


Top  staff 
‘given  most 
training’ 

By  Pump  Bassett 


BRITAIN’S  industrial  train¬ 
ing  is  foiling  those  who  most 
need  it  according  to  a  study 
published  yesterday  by  a  com¬ 
mission  examining  the  future 
of  British  business. 

The  report,  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Public  Policy  and 
British  Business,  claims  that 
training  provision  merely  re¬ 
inforces  existing  labour  mar¬ 
ket  and  social  inequalities. 

It  finds  a  “very  dear  pat¬ 
tern"  that  less  staffed  workers 
are  much  less  likely  to  receive 
training  than  their  more 
skilled  counterparts,  and  that 
employees  in  so-called  good 
jobs  are  likelier  to  receive 
training  than  those  in  more 
insecure  employment 

For  instance,  26  per  cent  of 
employees  with  a  degree  have 
received  training  recently, 
while  only  4  per  cent  of  those 
with  no  qualifications  have 
done  so.  Similarly.  21  per  cent 
of  professional  and  manageri¬ 
al  workers  had  been  trained 
recently,  but  only  6  pa  cent  of 
non-s killed  manual  workers. 
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Total  signs  up  first 
household  for  gas 

CQMEEimdN  by  rival  gas  companies  for  domestic  gas 
customers  intensified  yesterday  after  France’S  Total  signed 
up  Its  first  household  at  a  price  that  undercuts  British  Gas. 
claiming  savings  of  up  to  16  per  cent.  Total  said  it  had  signed 
a- contract  to  supply  gas  to  liz  Hodges  in  Exeter  from  April  1, 
1996  at  an  estimated  saving  of  £35  on  Iter  £300  a  year  British 
Gas  bill.  Total  is  one  of  a  number  of  independent  suppliers 
targeting. gas  users  in  the  South  West  of  England  with. a., 
package  for  supply,  maintenance  and  service.  The  newly 
competitive  gas.  market  is  bemg'lpfloted  in  the  Soidh  West 
from  April,  and  will  eventually  be  extailed  nationwide.  _  \ 
Mark  Petterson.  managing  director  of  Total,  said  domestic 
customers  would  save  at  least  10  per  cent  on  current  British 
Qqy  hms  irrespertive  of  tiie  amount  of  gas  used-nod  method  erf 
payment  Average  domestfc  customers  would  save  up  to  153 
per  cent,  Ik  said.  Mr  Bettersoh  said  1Q.00Q  potential  customers 
had  registered  an  interest  in  receiving  a  service  from  Total. 

Stagecoach  £  12.6m  offer 

STAGECOACH  Holdings,  the  fast-growing  public  transport 
operator,  is  malting  a  £12.6  million  recommended  offer  for 
Cam  bus  Holdings,  which  provides  bus  and  coach  services  in. 
Cambridge,  Peterborough  and  Milton  Keynes  and  operates; 
coach  tours  in  the  UK  and  overseas.  Cambus  operates  370 
coaches  and  buses.  It  earned  pre-tax  profits  of  £1.4  million  in  . 
1994  on  sales  of  £22  miTlinn.  Net  assets  were  £5  million  at  the 
year  end.  Stagecoach  hopes  to  benefit  from,  (raxhasing 
economies  in  areas  such  as  fuel,  spare  parts  and  insurance. 
The  Stagecoach  offer,  backed  by  the  board  of  Cambus.  is ; 
worth  £330  in  cash  for  each  Cambus  share. 


Cash-flow  reform  floated 

THE  Accounting  Standards  Board  wants  to  reform  its  own 
rules  on  companies’  cash-flow  statements  to  taring  them  more 
in  line  with  business  practice.  Proposals  from  Sir  David 
Tweedie,  ASB  chairman,  are  published  today  as  an  exposure 
draft.  FRED10.  If  accepted,  they  would  replace  the  board’s  first 
compulsory  standard.  FRS1,  introduced,  in  1991  on  the  basis  of 
work  down  by  the  former  Accounting  Standards  Committee. 
The  suggested  reform  would  make  cash-flow  statements 
simpler,  allowing  many  details  to  be  restricted  to  rotes.  It 
would  focus  on  the  net  change  in  debt  and  companies  would 
have  to  reconcile  cash-flow  statements  with  their  balance  sheet 

French  pair  questioned 

TWO  senior  executives  of  Bouygues,  the  French  building  and 
communications  group,  are  under  investigation  in  a  corrup¬ 
tion  inquiry.  Patrick  Lefeu.  managing  director  of  the 
Bouygues-Telecom  unit,  and  Philippe  Renaud,  the  Bouygues 
group  treasurer,  were  drained  as  part  of  inquiries  into  allied 
false  invoicing,  a  company  spokeswoman  said,  M  LeJeu  had  . 
already  been  detained  and  questioned  by  police  on  March  21 
before  being  released  without  charge.  Investigators  are 
studying  claims  that  firms  in  the  Paris  region  used  a  software 
programme  to  make  fake  tender  bids  for  building  work  to 
ensure  that  it  went  to  a  company  agreed  between  builders. 

Insurers  pollution  fear 

FEARS  over  potential  huge  insurance  claims  from  pollution 
incidents  have  led  the  Association  of  Insurance  and  Risk 
Managers  (AIRMIC)  to  establish  a  taskforce  to  lobby  the 
Government,  trade  associations,  the  new  Environment 
Agency,  the  City  and  local  authorities  over  pollution 
management  David  Bull,  AIRMIC  chairman,  told  toe 
association's  annual  dinner  last  night  that  a  major  seminar 
for  the  industry  on  environmental  issues  was  planned  for 
February.  Mr  Bull  said:  “We  would  like  to  set  up  meetings  to 
see  what  can  be  done  by  the  industry  to  ensure  greener 
practices  are  adopted.” 

Wellman  at  the  double 

WELLMAN,  die  specialist  engineer,  more  than  doubled  its 
pre-tax  profits  in  the  half  year  to  September  30.  This 
follows  the  company’s  reorganisation  to  accommodate  the 
acquisitions  made  from  FKI,  a  Halifax-based  engineering 
group,  in  August  1994.  Pre-tax  profits  of  £4.1  million 
compared  with  £1.9  million  previously.  An  interim 
dividend  of  0.45p  a  share  will  be  [raid  on  February  10,  up 
from  0.4p  last  year.  Hugh  Stewart,  toe  newly  appointed 
chairman,  said:  “New  products  launched  during  the  year, 
as  well  as  the  group’s  entry  into  new  markets,  give  me 
confidence  for  a  continued  improvement"  “  .  ‘ 

Trafalgar  lease  deal 

TRAFALGAR  HOUSE  has  negotiated  a  new  999-yeai  lease 
with  British  Waterways  for  the  Paddington  Basin  site  in  West 
London,  freeing  itself  from  an  obligation  to  purchase  the  site 
at  a  cost  of  £223  million.  Under  the  new  terms,  TVafalgarwill 
have  full  management  and  development  control  of  the  site, 
paying  an  annual  rental  of  £23  million  fixed  for  the  next  20 
years  and  5  per  cent  of  sales  or  rental  income.  Until  the  site  is 
developed.  Trafalgar  will  also  pay  50  per  cent  of  excess  net 
income  over  £1  million  per  year.  It  currently  receives  around 
E600.000  a  year  in  rent  from  the  site. 

Celltech  shares  slip  back 

SHARES  of  Celltech,  the  biotechnology  company,  fell  Zip  to 
579p  yesterday  after  a  bout  of  profit  taking.  The  shares  had 
nsen  22p  the  day  before  in  anticipation  of  the  release  of 
breakthrough  clinical  results  in  its  year-end  trading 
statement.  None  was  released,  but  Celltech  said  it  has  made 
substantial  progress"  in  various  so-called  Phase  2  clinical 
studies,  including  treatments  for  asthma  and  Crohn’S 
disease.  The  company  reported  a  worse  than  expected 
operating  loss  of  £7.1  million  for  the  year  to  September  30 
against  a  loss  of  £8.7  million  the  year  before. 


The  company  has  declared  a  final  dividend  No.  165  of  90  cents  oer  nidi j, 

‘Tf*  C°  'WmbCre  in  the  books  of  the  company  ar  1 21toon  29  DeJjSS  1995..  ’ 

Dividends  will  be  electronically  transferred  to  members'  bank  or  building  societv  account*  on  4 1  10Q6 

“•  -  ■ -  - 

ofdiv,d"ds  -  « ■**  °«ic= 

The  regneer  of  members  will  be  closed  from  M>  December  1995  to  5  January  1996,  inclusive. 
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□  Auditors  look  at  damage  limitation  □  Which?  uncovers  personal  investment  villains  □  Why  shares  go  up  in  December 

* 


i  □  FIRST  Lloyd’s,  now  Britain’s 
top  accountants.  If  those  in  the 
know  were  asked  a  decade  ago  to 
name  anything  safer  and  more 
lucrative  than  the  Lloyd's  in¬ 
surance  market,  they  might  well 
have  come  up  with  a  partnership 
in  a  big  accountancy  firm . 

If  yestercfay’s  judgment 
stands,  however,  ISO  partners  in 
Binder  Hamlyn.  die  leading 
second-line  firm,  will  have  to 
fork  out  £225.000  each  to  meet 
the  loss  from  just  one  lawsuit 
This  is  bad  enough  for  those 
involved,  even  though  Binder 
has  since  been  taken  over  by 
Arthur  Andersen  and  will  sur¬ 
vive.  But  it  is  not  going  to  prove 
an  isolated  case.  Top  accoun¬ 
tants  face  hundreds  of  big-ticket 
lawsuits  over  company  losses  or 
failures.  And  in  many  cases  the 
main  point  of  suing  the  accoun¬ 
tants  is  diar  they  are  the  only  foik 
around  with  big  money. 

Price  Waterhouse  is  still  at  the 
endof  a  $3  billion  to  $4  billion  suit 
over  BCCI.  though  it  may  be  able 
to  settle  for  a  tenth  of  that,  Ernst  & 
Young  partners  have  had  judg¬ 
ment  against  them  over  a  Lloyd's 
client,  and  may  have  to  find  the 
best  part  of  £100  million  id  sweep 
auditors  up  in  Lloyd’s  new  global 
settlement  with  names. 

This  cannot  go  on.  Accoun¬ 
tants  should  be  held  account¬ 
able.  They  are  worth  suing, 
however,  mainly  because  they 
are  insured.  In  consequence,  the 


Signing  off  the  accountants 


Big  Six  are  rapidly  becoming 
im  insurable,  even  via  their  own 
pooled  arrangements.  That  is 
why  Binder  Hamlyn  partners 
would  be  left  with  up  to  a  third  of 
a  £105  million  bill.  Already,  the 
Big  Six  are  thought  to  spend  S 
^  of  their  revenue  on 
professional  indemnity  cover 
that  is  less  comprehensive  than 
smaller  firms  can  obtain. 

Costs  are  becoming  un¬ 
economic  and  individual  part¬ 
ners  exposed.  Being  a  Big  Six 
partner  is  no  longer  such  an 
enticing  prospect  for  young 
accountants  who  have  more 
personal  obligations  than  assets. 

A  change  in  the  law.  to  end 
“joint  and  several”  suits  in 
favour  of  claims  based  on  the 
accountant's  proportionate 
blame  for  disaster,  would  do  the 
trick.  Such  a  measure  has  beat 
launched  tentatively  in  the  US 
Congress,  though  not  before  one 
big  firm  went  oust.  In  Britain, 
accountants  lack  the  public  sym¬ 
pathy  to  persuade  politicians  to 
back  the  change.  Until  that 
happens,  they  are  on  their  own. 

KPMG  has  opted  to  limit  the 
damage  by  putting  audits  of  big 
or  potentially  tricky  clients  into  a 


separate  limited  liability  com¬ 
pany .  But  rivals  do  not  think  this 
device  will  stop  determined  law¬ 
yers  getting  at  partners,  and 
some  have  pension  schemes  that 
could  not  survive  incorporation. 
Price  Waterhouse  is  soon  to 
unveil  a  different  solution. 

In  America,  where  lawsuits 
cost  even  more,  big  firms  even¬ 
tually  found  a  way  to  protect 
individual  partners,  if  not  their 
firms.  They  have  been  allowed  to 
form  limited  liability  partner¬ 
ships  in  the  helpful  state  of 
Delaware.  As  Pennington  noted 
last  month,  UK  firms  need  a 
Delaware  lookalike  on  EU  terri¬ 
tory.  They  need  to  move  now. 

A  cynical  morass 
of  mis-selling 

□  THE  Which?  report  on  invest¬ 
ment  advice  is  a  disgrace  to  an 
already  discredited  profession, 
confirming  what  many  had  al¬ 
ways  suspected  about  the  snake- 
oil  peddlers  who  have  wormed 
their  way  into  that  area. 

The  report  is  all  die  more 
impressive  for  being  so  under¬ 
stated.  The  Consumers’  Assod- 


PENNINGTON 


ation,  more  power  to  its  elbow, 
sent  undercover  agents  into  a 
total  of  48  advisers,  purporting  to 
seek  guidance  on  simple  invest¬ 
ment  problems.  • 

The  Association’s  conclusion  is 
damning.  “In  too  many  cases,” 
said  Which?,  “the  desire  to  sell 
products  that  earn  commission 
seemed  to  influence  the  advice 
more  than  our  researchers’ 
needs."  To  put  ft  more  bluntly, 
•  (he  advisers  in  whom  the  public 
still  places  some  degree  of  trust 
were  keener  to  flog  whatever 
they  had  instructions  from  head 
office  to  sell  that  week  than  take 
into  account  the  customers’  true 
needs  —  needs  that  were  in  one 
case  rather  pressing. 

One  of  the  Which?  researchers 
purported  to  be  recently  out  of  a 


job.  with  a  fairly  paltry  £15.000 
redundancy  cheque.  What  he 
wanted  was  a  safe  haven  for  that 
money  out  of  which  to  pay  the 
rent  and  the  grocery  bills  until  a 
new  job  arrived. 

What  he  got.  from  one  so- 
called  “adviser”  out  of  every  six 
he  approached,  was  instructions 
to  tie  all  his  money  up  in 
unsuitable  investments  out  of 
which  they  would  have  gen¬ 
erated  a  fat  commission. 

This  sort  of  mis-selling  should 
be  enough  to  have  all  four  firms 
involved  suspended  by  the  rele¬ 
vant  regulatory  authority,  the 
Personal  Investment  Authority 
—  indeed,  it  looks  not  far  short  of 
fraud.  It  shows  the  transparent 
inadequaw  of  the  billion-pound 
panoply  of  investor  protection  set 
up  by  the  Financial  Services  Act. 
because  so  many  of  those  sur¬ 
veyed  failed  to  perform  the  most 
basic  of  their  duties.  One  quarter 
did  not  reveal  their  status, 
whether  independent  or  tied  to  a 
particular  insurance  company. 

Reassuringly,  independent 
financial  advisers  performed  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  rest  —  with  one 
glaring  exception.  Much  good 
will  come  of  this.  Which?  has  at 


last  proviiS^d  Colette  Bowe,  boss 
of  the  PLA/with  ammunition  for 
her  new  campaign  to  get  tough 
with  her  industry. 

Christmas  cheer 
in  the  markets 

□  I  AM  indebted  to  David 
Schwartz’s  Stock  Market  Hand¬ 
book  for  proving  beyond  doubt 
what  most  of  us  had  suspected 
for  years,  which  is  that  the  City 
in  December  is  all  about  Christ¬ 
mas  parties  and  rigged  markets. 

Mr  Schwartz  has  tabulated 
stock  market  performance  every 
December  since  1920  and  proved 
that  not  only  has  the  month  been 
a  steady  money-maker,  the  level 
of  profitability  has  been  growing 
as  the  century  progresses. 

In  Decembers  1940  to  1959  the 
stock  market  gained  on  average. 
1.13  per  cent.  Over  the  next  two 
decades,  the  gun  grew  to  1.49  per 
cent,  and  since  1980.  it  has 
averaged  208  per  cent  —  equiva¬ 
lent  to  70  points  on  the  FT-SE. 

There  are  even  wide  dif¬ 
ferences  in  profitability  between 
the  various  weeks  in  December. 
The  first  week  is  the  least 


profitable,  with  prices  rising  less 
than  half  the  time.  The  third 
week  is  the  second  best,  on 
average,  of  the  entire  year.  The 
last  weds  is  generally  the  best 
performer  of  all,  and  good  stock 
market  conditions  tend  to  last 
into  February. 

Even  breaking  down  perfor¬ 
mance  into  individual  days, 
three  of  the  five  best  single  days, 
on  average,  fall  in  December. 
Christmas  Eve  is  the  best,  prices 
having  risen  in  foi ;  years  out  of 
five.  Sadly,  the  Exchange  is 
dosed  on  the  24th  this  year,  but 
the  22nd  looks  a  good  bet. 

Mr  Schwartz  holds  back  from 
giving  reasons  for  this  seasonal 
trend.  But  here  is  a  modest 
theoiy.  Could  it  have  anything  to 
do  with  fund  managers’  bonuses 
being  based  on  a  Decern  ber-to- 
December  comparison  of  the 
value  of  their  portfolios? 

Decanting  the  wine 

□  SOME  tad  news  if  you  :  'e 
called  Henry  and  work  for 
Grierson,  the  Forte  .wine  shipper 
being  bought  by  Matthew  Clark. 
The  latter  earned  out  a  typically 
ruthless  clear-out  job  on  Grants 
of  St  James's  when  it  bought  this 
some  years  ago.  Clark  found  that 
the  trick  in  cutting  costs  at  such 
antediluvian,  overstocked  fine 
wine  businesses  is  to  drop  three 
product  lines  in  four  —  and  fire 
anyone  called  Henry. 


Carlton  makes 
30%  more  and 
plans  to  grow 


CARLTON  Communications, 
the  rrv  company  that  owns 
Central  Televison  and  the 
London  weekday  channd.  is 
making  plans  to  expand 
through  overseas  joint  ven¬ 
tures  and  new  satellite  and 
cable  channels  in  Britain  and 
Continental  Europe. 

,  j^News  of  the  company's 
move  came  as  it  reported  a  30 
per  cent  increase  in  pre-tax 
profits  to  £246.7  million  for  die 
year  to  the  end  of  September. 

Carlton  has  no  immediate 
expansion  plans,  but  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  make  move  once  the  new 
TV  ownership  rules  are  put 
into  place.  Those  rules,  which 
now  prevail  an  ITV  company 
from  owning  more  than  two 
-xither  TV  companies,  probably 


By  Eric  Reguly 

wm  be  based  on  market  share. 
With  die  TV  market  expand¬ 
ing  with  the  launch  of  Chan¬ 
nel  5  -and  nan-terrestrial 
outlets,  companies  such  as 
Carlton  and  Granada  should 
be  able  to  make  acquisitions. 
Michael  Green,  chairman, 
said  the  ownership  reform  will 
offer  Carlton  “an  opportunity 
to  increase  investment  in  pro¬ 
duction,  to  sdl  more  television 
programmes  and  to  create 
new  channels” 

Options  include  starting  ca¬ 
ble  channels  in  Europe  and  a 
satellite  channel  in  Britain 
that  could,  for  example,  be 
called  Carlton  Gold-  The  com¬ 
pany  would  rattier  have  con¬ 
trols  the  properties  instead  of 
forming  partnerships.  It  wfll 


Vymura  shares  hit 
by  profit  warning 


By  Sarah  Bagnau 


THE  stock  market  valua¬ 
tion  of  Vymura  fell  by  a 
quarter  yreterday  when  the 
furniture  and  furnishings 
group  gave  a  surprise  profit 
warning.  The  shares  tum- 
”  Wed  35p,  to  I04p,  close  to 
their  all-time  low  of  102p 
and  below  the  May  1994 
flotation  price  of  150p. 

The  company  said  that 
“profit  before  tax  for  the 
second  half  of  the  current 
year  will  be  substantially 
below  the  level  achieved  in 
the  first  hair.  In  Septem¬ 
ber,  Vymura  announced  a 


pre-tax  profit  of  £1.8  million 
for  the  six  months  to  June 
3d.  At  the  time  the;  group 
said  that  sales  in  July  and 
August  were  below  budget 
but  that  a  seasonal  upturn 
in  demand  was  expected. 

The  company  blamed  fiat 
sales,  a  20  pa  cent  rise  in 
raw  material  costs  and  a 
higher  marketing  and  de¬ 
sign  spend,  which  was  in¬ 
creased  to  try  to  stimulate 
sales. 

The  board  currently  in¬ 
tends  to  hold  the  final 
dividend  at  last  year’s  3-lp. 


also  continue  to  look  in  Asia. 
Recently,  it  bought  a  minority 
stake  in  Singapore's  KTV,  a 
24-hour  satellite  service: 

Carlton  believes  it  has 
enough  strength  to  feed  pro¬ 
gramming  to  these  new  chan¬ 
nels.  It  said  it  now  spends  £160 
million  a  year  on  new  pro¬ 
grammes  and  has  buflt  up  a 
4,000-hour  library.  Broadcast 
TV  accounts  for  nearly  half  of 
total  operating  profits,  up 
from  7  per  cent  two  years  ago. 
'  Hie  company,  unlike  rural 
Granada,  which  has  bid  £33 
billion  for  Forte,  will  not  seek 
acquisitions  outside  the  media 
business.  A  spokesman  would 
not  comment  on  speculation 
that  it  is  interested  in  acquir¬ 
ing  Express  Newspapers  from 
United  News  and  Media. 

Carlton's  stronger  profits 
were  fuelled  by  a  sharply 
higher  earnings  from  the 
broadcast  televison  business. 
The  division’s  operating  prof¬ 
its  were  £1223  million  for  the 
year,  against  £71.6  miffion  the 
year  before  and  only  £83 
million  in  1993.  AD  the  other 
divisions  reported  gains,  with 
the  exception  of  video  produc¬ 
tion  and  distribution,  whose 
operating  profits  slipped  to 
£60.7  million  (£66.9  million). 

Turnover  rose  12  per  cent  to 
£1.6  billion,  while  earnings 
per  share  were  653p,  up  21  per 
cent  The  final  dividend  to  be 
paid  on  April  9.  will  be  143p. 
making  23.06p,  up  14  per  cent 
Analysts  are  increasing  then- 
forecasts.  panmure  Gordon 
expects  pre-tax  profits  of  £280 
million  in  1995-96,  up  from 
£267  million. _ 
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Govett  &  Company  limited 

(Registered  in  Jersey,  No.  30810) 

NOTICE  OF 

EXTRAORDINARY  GENERAL 
MEETING 

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  that  an  EXTRAORDINARY  GENERAL 
MEETING  of  the  Company  win  be  held  at  The  Grand  Hotel,  Esplanade,  St 
Hdier  Jersey,  Channel  Wands  at  10.30  ajm.  on  Friday,  29  December  1995  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  and,  if  thought  fit,  passing  the  following  resolution  which, 
will  be  proposed  as  a  special  resolntion: 

SPEOAL  RESOLUTION 

Hat  the  name  «f  the  Coaqw  be  changed  to  London  Pacffic  Group  Limited. 

Dated  7  December  1995 

By  Order  of  the  Board 
CA.C  Chaptin 
Company  Secretary 


Minden  House  . 
6  Mxnden  Place 
St  Hdier 
Jersey  JE24WQ 
Chaiwiat  Tdamfa 


3£££££&S 


Berisford  keen  to 
spend  war  chest 


By  Sarah  Bagnall 


Michael  Green  is  expected  to  act  after  new  TV  ownership  rules  are  put  into  place 


BERISFORD,  the  kitchens, 
doors  and  food  equipment 
group,  is  on  the  hunt  for 
suitable  acquisitions,  having 
built  up  a  sizeable  war  eftest- 

Berisford  yesterday  said  it 
had  net  cash  of  £1113  million 
as  it  revealed  a  sharp  swing  in 
fortunes  from  a  loss  of  £32 
million  to  a  pretax  profit  of 
£26.9  million  in  the  year  to 
September  30. 

John  Sc  la  ter,  chairman, 
said:  “Our  immediate  task  is 
to  focus  on  growing  our  exist¬ 
ing  businesses  but,  using  our 
strong  cash  position,  we  will 
seek  appropriate  acquisitions 
to  supplement  our  product 
offering.  We  are  not  planning 
to  make  radical  diversifi¬ 
cations.” 

The  company  comprises 
Magnet,  the  joinery  and  win¬ 
dows  business  acquired  in 
January  1994.  and  Welbflt 
Corporation,  an  American 


commercial  food  equipment 
manufacturer  bought  a  year 
later. 

The  return  to  profit  reflected 
a  first-time  contribution  from 
Wei  bill  and  an  improved  re¬ 
sult  from  Magnet  Welbilt 
made  £283  million  operating 
profit  on  sales  of  £1953  mil¬ 
lion,  a  result  Mr  Sdater  said 
was  “encouraging". 

Magnet  lilted  profits  from 
£62  million  to  £102  million  on 
sales  of  £1853  million,  up  from 
£102  million,  like-for-like 
sales  rose  6  per  cent 

Berisford  is  paying  a  2p 
final  payout  making  a  total 
for  the  year  of  3p.  The  divi¬ 
dend.  dueJaruary  24.  is  being 
paid  out  of  earnings  of  I4p  a 
share. 

The  company  announced 
Dr  Brian  Smith  has  resigned 
as  a  non-executive  director 
after  his  appointment  as  chair¬ 
man  of  Cable  and  Wireless. 


Sony  may 
sell  US 
music  and 
film  group 

From  Richard  Thomson 

IN  NEW  YORK 


SONY  Corporation’s  US  en¬ 
tertainments  empire  may  be 
put  up  for  sale  following  the 
surprise  resignation  of  Mich¬ 
ael  Schulhof,  architect  of  its 
disastrous  foray  into  Holly¬ 
wood  and  die  only  non-Japa¬ 
nese  to  sit  on  the  board 

Mr  SchuJhofs  departure 
under  pressure  from  Tokyo 
followed  massive  losses  and 
poor  performance  at  Colom¬ 
bia  Pictures  and  Sony  Music 
Investment  bankers  believe 
the  subsidiaries  oould  be 
worth  between  $8  and  $10 
billion.  Matsushita,  the  other 
Japanese  group  to  have  tried 
to  buDd  a  bridgehead  in 
Hollywood,  sold  its  MCA  film 
studio  to  Seagram  last  year 
after  suffering  heavy  losses. 

Sony  is  moving  manage¬ 
ment  control  of  the  entertain¬ 
ments  businesses  back  to 
Japan,  but  analysts  are  scepti¬ 
cal  that  ft  can  run  than 
effectively  from  outside  the 
US.  Although  ft  may  appoint  a 
new  US  head,  analysts  believe 
a  partial  or  complete  disposal 
of  the  businesses  to  concen¬ 
trate  on  producing  computer 
hardware  is  more  probable. 

Mr  Schulhof,  a  physicist, 
joined  Sony  21  years  ago  and 
became  a  protege  of  Akio 
Morita.  co-founder  of  the  cor¬ 
poration.  He  became  head  of 
Sony's  US  operations  six  years 
ago.  the  only  Westerner  to 
achieve  such  prominence  in  a 
major  Japanese  corporation. 
He  led  the  thrust  into  enter¬ 
tainments,  spending  $2  billion 
to  buy  CBS  records  —  re¬ 
named  Sony  Music  —  in  1988, 
and  $33  bfltion  on  Columbia 
and  Tri-Star  in  1989. 

But  Columbia  ran  into 
problems  when  Mr  Schulhof 
brought  in  PeSer  Guber  and 
Jon  Peters  at  a  cost  of  $800 
million  to  buy  out  their  inde¬ 
pendent  production  company. 
The  studio  produced  a  series 
of  expensive  flops  despite  a 
hither  $1  billion  investment 

The  problems  resulted  in 
Sony  taking  a  $27  billion 
writedown  on  the  US  enter¬ 
tainment  businesses,  leading 
to  a  $32  billion  group  loss  in 
the  third  quarter  of  1994. 


For  your 
business  theres 
no  comparison 


Balance 


Grass  CAR  %" 


GiWfc® 


£250,000  + 
£25,000 -£249,999 
£10,000 -£24399 
£2300  -  £9,999 


First  20  cheques  in  month  FREE 

Each  cheque  thereafter  20p 

Standing  Orders  FREE 

Direct  Debits  FREE 

Cheques  lodged  by  post  FREE 

Credits  FREE 

Automated  Credits  FREE 


If  you  don't  already  have  a  Bank  of  Scotland  Money  Market  Business  Cheque  Account  and 
you  have  no  plans  to  borrow,  we  feel  you  are  missing  the  essential  business  cheque  account. 

For  a  minimum  deposit  of  £2,500  the  Money  Market  Business  Cheque  Account  offers  high 
interest,  competitive  charges  and  instant  access.  Why  not  compare  our  rates  and  charges  to 
your  existing  account? 

Our  dedicated  Money  Market  Cheque  Account  Centre  is  open  8am  to  8pm,  Monday  to  Friday 
and  is  staffed  by  qualified  Banking  Managers  —  so  call  us  today  FREE  on  0500  828  000. 

Alternatively,  complete  and  cut  the  coupon  below. 


]  Please  complete  and  return  to:  Money  Market  Account*  Centre,  Free post,  Edinburgh  EHJ I  0NR. 


J  Biimm  Name. 


i  Tel  no.. 


Position, 

Address. 


B&MKOrSCOTLUTO 

SERVING  BUSINESS  SINCE  1605 


■G(«'9BdwblntiUDafaaarUcnMiaeHU«ittb>ilw»«faoqiKEfy.  •  CAJt (caqooW raul . tkr 
geo*  nlr  nfiemnl  to  «knw  w u*J  ntuflirtiglj  iwtj  Ifistna  raarina  e  ihtenieii  nl  jtnjf  mMmm  aarrrM- 
RimiheM  flflwe*  ■ttkapnfgaiagM^«—-ka«  inHari  Hwtfadan.  fatefit  piqaliic  monliify- 
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Leading  companies  lose 
their  FT-SE 100  status 


Rank  rose  I6p  on  better  news  despite  lottery  competition 


IT  WAS  a  day  of  mixed 
fortunes  for  some  of  Britain's 
leading  companies  after  the 
London  Stock  Exchange  steer¬ 
ing  committee  met  to  decide 
which  of  than  were  to  be 
removed  from  the  constituents 
list  of  the  FT-SE  100  index  and 
who  would  replace  them. 

As  expected.  Inchcape  was 
the  first  to  go  after  a  miserable 
few  weeks  that  has  seen  its 
ranking  in  terms  of  capital¬ 
isation  slump* from  100  to  131. 
It  will  be  replaced  by  the  soon- 
to-be  floated  National  Grid, 
■ap  lighter  at  Inchape 

greeted  the  news  with  a  fall  of 
I9p  to  217p.  Others  losing  their 
top  100  status  include  Aijo 
Wiggins  Appleton,  down  Sp 
at  166p,  London  Electricity. 
Ilp  off  at  915p.  De  La  Roe.  5p 
easier  at  655p,  Sears,  Ip 
harder  at  98b  p.  and  Mid¬ 
lands  Electricity,  up  ISp  at 
983p. 

They  will  be  replaced  by 
pnkington,  3p  easier  at  193p, 
rated  87th,  Barton  Group, 
unchanged  at  130p.  (90th). 
Smiths  Industries,  up  4p  at 
613p.  (91st),  Argos,  9p  better  at 
561p,  (96th),  and  Foreign  & 
Colonial  Investment  Trust.  Ip 
firmer  at  159b  p,  (97th). 

Brokers  say  that  it  is  not 
just  the  loss  of  status  that 
affects  companies  shedding 
their  FT-SE  positions.  They 
also  lose  the  support  of  the 
tracking  funds  that  have  to 
invest  in  index  constituents. 

Elsewhere,  share  prices 
spent  a  lacklustre  session  fail¬ 
ing  to  respond  to  another 
record  breaking- run  over¬ 
night  on  Wall  Street  The 
disappointing  response  to  the 
gilt  auction  and  continued 
absence  of  any  cut  in  interest 
rates  have  forced  investors  on 
the  defensive. 

In  thin  trading,  the  FT-SE 
100  index  lost  an  early  lead  to 
finish  1.4  down  at  3.662.8. 
despite  another  positive  start 
to  trading  in  New  York.  A  total 
of  704  million  shares  were 
traded  in  London. 

BT  remained  a  dull  market 
but  rallied  to  dose  6p  down  at 
352p,  after  briefly  touching 
344p.  Once  again  regulatory 
worries  are  taking  their  toll  on 
sentiment  following  publica¬ 
tion  on  Monday  by  Oftel,  the 
industry  watchdog,  of  its  con¬ 
sultation  document  regarding 
price  controls  during  1997. 

Lehman  Brothers,  the  bro¬ 
ker.  sees  tough  pricing  con¬ 
trols  remaining  in  place  for 
years  to  come  and  warns  that 
ibis  will  result  in  flat  earnings 
and  a  potential  threat  to 
dividend  growth  over  the  next 


couple  of  years.  It  is  urging 
clients  to  sell. 

Kingfisher,  the  Woolworth, 
Comet  and  B&Q  retailer, 
failed  to  benefit  from  its  latest 
trading  update.  The  shares 
lost  7p  at  50Sp.  Sales  figures 
failed  to  impress  brokers,  who 
had  hoped  to  see  some  benefit 
from  recent  rationalisation  by 
Sir  Geoff  Muicahy,  chairman. 

A  confident  trading  update 


lifted  Rank  Organisation  I6p 
to  425p.  The  group  said  1996 
was  shaping  up  to  be  more 
favourable  than  at  any  time 
since  1990.  Underlying  results 
for  the  current  year  had  been 
encouraging  despite  the  im¬ 
pact  of  the  National  Lottery  on 
its  bingo  operations,  but  mar¬ 
gin  growth  in  film  and  tele¬ 
vision,  holiday  and  leisure 
had  been  offset  by  the  down¬ 
turn  in  bingo. 


WYTHams  Holdings,  which 
recently  gave  a  cautious  view 
of  prospects,  jumped  7p  to 
321  p  after  SBC  Warburg 
turned  positive  for  the  first 
time  in  several  years.  It  ex¬ 
pects  pre-tax  profits  to  grow 
this  time  round  from  £210 
million  to  E228  million. 

Bass,  the  brewer,  was  re¬ 
warded  with  a  rise  of  27p  to 
696p  after  reporting  lull-year 


figures  at  the  top  end  of 
expectations.  Pre-tax  profits 
were  up  11  per  cent  at  £599 
million,  despite  the  impact  of 
the  National  Lottery 
scratchcards  on  its  leisure 
division. 

The  group  was  under¬ 
pinned  by  a  strong  perfor¬ 
mance  from  its  hotel  and  pub 
operations,  where  it  sees  the 
potential  for  further  growth. 
But  it  remains  sceptical  about 


prospects  for  its  Coral  betting 
and  bingo  businesses.  Brokers 
have  now  increased  their  pre¬ 
tax  profit  estimates  for  the 
current  year  to  between  £660 
million  and  £675  million. 

Analysts  have  also  been 
busily  increasing  their  current 
year  pre-tax  profit  forecasts 
for  Carlton  Communications- 
Last  year  Carlton  raised  prof¬ 
its  from  £190.2  million  to 
£253.7  million. Estimates  this 
time  round  range  from  £280 
million  to  £300  million. 

The  main  thrust  to  profits 
came  from  its  involvement  in 
independent  television  broad¬ 
casting.  Increased  competition 
from  satellite  and  cable  is 
likely  to  force  the  group  to  look 
abroad  in  search  of  future 
growth.  Carlton  shares  finned 
3pto  £10.03. 

There  was  no  shortage  of 
talking  points  among  the  hi- 
tec  companies.  Acorn  Com¬ 
puter  Group  advanced  a 
further  lOp  to  202p,  excited  by 
talk  of  a  possible  link-up  with 
Oracle. 

But  Psion  dropped  70p  to 
765p  following  the  launch  by 
Hewlett-Packard  of  a  new 
hand-held  computer.  Earlier 
this  week  NatWest  Securities 
ceased  to  make  a  market  in 
Psion  shares. 

Wilmington  Group  made  a 
healthy  market  debut  with 
shares  in  the  business-to-busi- 
ness  publishing  company  end¬ 
ing  their  first  day's  trading  at 
6Ip.  giving  an  Ilp  premium 
over  a  50p  placing  price. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  A  strong 
pound  and  overnight  gains 
among  US  Treasury  bonds  set 
die  tone  for  a  buoyant  session. 

The  market  shrugged  off  the 
lukewarm  response  to  the 
latest  £3  billion  auction  by  the 
Bank  of  England,  which  was 
just  1.12  times  covered,  to 
finish  near  their  best  of  the 
day. 

In  the  futures  pit  the  De¬ 
cember  series  of  the  Long  Gilt 
surged  £«/32  to  ElIP/io  in 
heavy  trading  that  saw 
102,000  contracts  completed. 

The  best  gains  were  seal  at 
the  long  end,  where  Treasury 
8*  per  cent  2017  climbed 
£l*/3*  to  £111%,  while  at  the 
shorter  end  Treasury  9  per 
cent  1999  dosed  Vhz  better  at 

£98‘/j2. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Leading  in¬ 
dicators  encouraged  hopes  of 
an  early  reduction  in  interest 
rates,  sending  bonds  higher 
and  leading  to  firm  gains  in 
shares  on  Wall  Street  By 
midday  the  Dow  Jones  indus¬ 
trial  average  was  9.76  points 
higher  at  5,18721. 


There  was  a  sigh  of  relief  at  Ladbroke  after  it  emerged  that  full- 
year  figures  from  Bass  did  not  contain  a  bid.  Even  so,  Section 
212  disclosure  notices  are  bring  fired  off  rapidly  by  Ladbroke. 
The  company  needs  to  raise  money  for  deals  and  property  sales 
may  be  the  way  forward.  The  shares  rose  2hp  to  l6Qp. 
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Lengthening  bid  odds 


BASS  must  be  feeling  rather  smug  as  it  sur¬ 
veys  its  hotel  and  drinks  empire.  All  around  is 
rhflfK:  downmarket  caterers  exchange  msults 

in  the  fobbies  of  plush  hotels  and  the  world  of 
racing  has  a  cropper  because  news¬ 
agents  are  selling  scratch  cards. 

Amid  all  the  Sturm  und  Drang  Bass  has 
produced  some  Impressive  results:  its  hotels 
and  pubs  managed  doable-digit  profits 
growth  and  even  its  brewers  produced  a' 
respectable  increase  of  6  per  cent  The  com¬ 
pany  generated  £148  million  of  net  cash-flow 
before  acquisitions  last  year  and  gearing  is 
only  23  per  cent  It  is  hardly  surprising  the 
market  is  convinced  it  is  about  to  launch  a  bid. 

Yesterday  the  raring  papers  were  con¬ 
vinced  that  Bass  was  about  to  take  little  Coral 
into  the  big  league  with  a  bid  for  ladbroke 
and  the  Latter'S  share  price  has  bounded 


ahead  after  the  November  profit :  wanting. 
However,  suspicion  of  racing  tips  is  hot  the 
onlv  reason  to  be  sceptical  Bass  could 
probably  do  a  better  job  with  Ladbroke*  1.900 
betting  shops  but  a  bid  for  Ladbroke  would be. 
horrendously  expensive.  The  Hilton  hotris 
alone  could  fetch  £25  billion  On  a  bid 
valuation  and  the  betting  shops  might  be 
worth  E800  million  on  the  same  basis. 

Ladbroke  is  currently  capitalised  at  £1.9 
billion,  suggesting  the  market  is  not  entirety 
convincedof  the  imminence  of  the  Bassbtd, 
The  brewer  has  "plenty  of  firepower  but  the 
logic  of  owning  two  competing  hotel  fran¬ 
chises.  Holiday  Inn  and  Hilton,  tstiubious.  If 
there  is  a  bidder  for  Ladbroke  out  there,  it  is 
more  likely  to  be  a  leveraged  buyout  specialist 
and  in  such  a  seen  aria  Bass  might  find 
opportunities  to  buy  more  betting  shops.  .  _. 


Carlton 

WITH  good  profits  behind 

him  and  rash  in  the  bank, 
Michael  Green.  Carlton's 
chairman,  win  be  chomping 
at  the  bit  Few  doubt  that  the 
company  will  make  a  large 
acquisition  next  year  and 
anil  rival  Granada's  E33 
billion  bid  for  Forte  will  only 
fuel  ambitions  at  Carlton. 

Big  egos  backed  by  big 
money  can  be  deadly  combi¬ 
nations  and  the  merits  of 
Granada’s  sudden  love  affair 
with  the  budget  hotel  busi¬ 
ness.  for  example,  are  not 
immediately  dear.  Inspired 
by  Granada’s  attempt  to 
prove  that  conglomerates  are 
not  yesterday's  fashion,  will 
Carlton  buy  pubs,  bingo 
dubs  or  car  dealerships? 

Such  moves  are  unlikely. 
Carlton  insists  it  will  stick  to 
media.  Of  course,  media 
ecompasses  everything  from 
the  internet  to  newspapers 


and  a  bid  for  the  ailing 
Express  group  should  not  be 
ruled  out 

However,  Carlton’s  boss  js 
more  conservative  than  his 
counterpart  at  Granada  and 
diversification  is  unlikely  to 
appear  as  attractive.  Build¬ 
ing  on  its  strength  as  a 
programming  factory  is 
more  likely.  Carlton  is  now 
the  largest  supplier  of  pro¬ 


grammes  to  nv^accounting 
for  some  27  per  cent  of  its 
schedule,  and  securing  more 
outlets  for  its.  shows  makes 
perfect  sense.  Investment  in 
satellite  with  a  Carlton  Gold 
channel  might  be  one  option, 
though  that  inarket  is  al¬ 
ready  crowded.  Better  stifi, 
would  be  the  pursuit  of  the 
European  satellite  or  cable 
market .  . 


Berisford 

IF  THE  British  homeowner 
is  not  buying  kitchen  units, 
the  same  cannot  be  said  for 
McDonald's  and  Burger 
King.  A  snapshot  picture  of 
Berisford  "s  business  shows 
Magnet,  the  building  materi¬ 
als  division,  struggling  to 
keep  margins  above  water. 

However.  WelbilL  which 
supplies  the  fast  food  busi¬ 
ness  with  fryers  and  pizza 
ovens,  is  generating  double¬ 
digit  profits  growth  as  the 
American  hamburger  mo¬ 
guls  push  their  products 
across  the  globe. 

The  strategy  is  to  build  on 
existing  relationships  and 
sell  more  products;  Welbilt 
sells  cooking  equipment  but 
would  also  like  to  supply 
commercial  dishwashers  and 
cold  storage  units.  The  indus¬ 
try  is  fragmented  and 
Berisford  hopes  to  pick  up 
specialist  businesses  with  a 
view  to  supplying  a  full  range 
of  products  to  its  clients. 

With  £100  million  in  the 
bank.  Berisford  has  the  cash 


to  expand  Welbilt  and  Mag¬ 
net  The  latter  is  looking  less 
healthy  but  Berisford  is  man¬ 
aging  to  grow  sales,  and  raw 
material  price  increases, 
which  hurt  margins  last 
year,  are  now  easing. 

The  industry  is  in  dire  need 
of  consolidation  and.  unlike 
some  of  its  rivals,  Berisford 
has  the  balance  sheet  to  make 
a  useful  contribution.  On  its 
current  rating  the  company 
lodes  attractive:  even  assum¬ 
ing  no  contribution  from 
Magnet  in  the  current  year, 
the  shares  are  probably  on  a 
discount  to  the  market  and  if 
housing  transactions  were  to 
pick  up  in  January,  the 
shares  could  prove  cheaper 
still. 

NFC 

IT  IS  difficult  to  see  the  way 
out  at  NFC.  It  still  managed 
to  fell  short  of  some  analysts’ 
forecasts  after  almost  two 
years  of  felling  expectations. 
The  NFC  board  has  now 
shed  its  links  with  the  past, 
boasting  a  new  chairman. 


chief  executive  and  finance 
director. 

Unfortunately,  what  is  re¬ 
quired  to  transform  the  busi¬ 
ness  is  a  new  market,  an 
option  not  available  to  the 
company,  which  is  still  suf¬ 
fering  from  cut-throat  compe¬ 
tition  in  UK  logistics  and 
moving  services. 

In  die  circumstances,  the 
company's  derision  to  main¬ 
tain  die  dividend  looks  brave, 
especially  after  the  heavy  cap¬ 
ital  investment  during  the 
year,  which  has  taken  gearing 
from  almost  nil  to  30  per  oenL 

NFC  has  already  told  in¬ 
vestors  that  it  expects  to 
achieve  acceptable  dividend 
cover — two  times —in  two  to 
three  years.  That  implies 
profits  of  about  £150  million, 
a  target  that  looks  distant 
after  yesterday’s  results. 

Even  after  the  anticipated 
cost  reductions  from  lay-offs 
and  restructuring,  NFC  will 
be  adrift  of  its  dividend  cover 
ambition  and  there  is  no  sign 
yet  of  easier  times. 

Edited  by  Carl  Mortis  hed 
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550 

5 

17 

22V 

38 

4ft 

56 

Land  sec. 

550 

55 

66-, 

73 

OV 

3V 

ft 

P5994 

600 

15 

30 

37V 

10V 

17V 

28V 

MAS _ 

43) 

23 

35 

40V 

4 

8 

14 

P4J7) 

460 

ft 

14 

Ift 

25 

28 

33V 

PtaJ  west-  650 

35 

47 

Sft 

9V 

2ft 

35 

P67II 

700 

11 

22 

36V 

34V 

55 

62V 

Salnatmiy 

360 

30V 

39V 

« 

IV 

5V 

ft 

rm 

390 

Ift 

21 

27 

II 

16 

22V 

Shell - 

800 

2ft 

41 

49 

7 

21 

25 

PS  141 

850 

ft 

15V 

24V 

3ft 

4ft 

S3 

SmUBCb. 

700 

23 

40V 

55 

16 

28 

33 

P702VJ 

750 

6 

18V 

MV 

4ft 

58 

62 

Smretee- 

330 

21V 

30V 

37V 

5 

Vi 

14 

P347VJ 

360 

S 

15 

22 

Ift 

24V 

28V 

Trafelgar- 

_  25 

5 

7 

9 

2*i 

4 

5V 

30 

3 

5 

7V 

5V 

7 

Unilever. 

1300 

48 

73 

87V 

ft 

27 

33V 

P1332) 

13K> 

19 

42V 

Sft 

3QV 

50V 

57 

Zeneca — 

1300 

62V 

95 

121 

2ft 

52 

64 

r  1332V) 

1350 

35 

67V 

*4 

4ft 

76 

m 

Stria 

Feb  May  Aire 

FAMar  Aaa 

GnulMef.  420 

28 

rr, 

46V 

13 

IM 

22V 

P440VI 

460 

9V 

19 

27V 

36 

38V 

44 

Udbroka.  140 

22 

2> 

2ft 

5 

7 

HI 

PIS7] 

160 

IF 

14 

Ift 

12 

17 

Ift 

UtdBftc- 

240 

2SV 

» 

33 

ft 

9 

IIV 

P25S 

260 

IIV 

J9 

22 

12 

184 

21 

Decembers,  iwjtoc  14684  Cafe  9738 
Ptt  4946  FT-SE  Qtt  2771  Put  140) 

*V  ado  tying  Beauty  price- 

l 


S*- 


« 


Cans  to 
Scries  Jag  Apr  Jti  Jan  Apr  Jal 


BAA  — 

-  460 

34 

45 

52V 

2V 

7 

12 

1*4881 

500 

7V 

2ft 

29 

17V 

£3 

28V 

Thames  w  550 

25-1 

43 

SQV 

10 

17 

31 

PS6IV1 

600 

ft 

21 

27 

40 

45 

99V 

bat  lnd  _ 

550 

32V 

40 

47V 

13V 

26V 

35 

P56I] 

600 

12 

18 

27 

44 

5ft 

64V 

are _ 

300 

27 

X) 

33V 

ft 

7V 

9V 

("MOV) 

330 

ft 

Ift 

Ift 

14 

22 

24 

Ur  Aero _ 

800 

41V 

57 

76 

Jft 

43 

52 

nsooi 

850 

2ft 

36V 

S3 

60V 

72 

79V 

Britton  _ 

330 

31V 

36 

43 

3 

6 

II 

P358V) 

360 

Ift 

18V 

2SV 

16 

IM 

Z4V 

cadteaiy_ 

500 

PV 

64 

73V 

6 

15V 

19V 

PS47| 

550 

26 

3ft 

45 

23 

3SV 

40V 

Guinness .  420 

4ft 

46 

51V 

5 

10 

13 

P45IV) 

460 

15 

21 

38V 

18 

28 

31 

GEC- - 

300 

14V 

21 

25V 

8 

IM 

15V 

nos'll 

330 

3 

8V 

1ft 

zs 

29. 

Jft 

Hanson— 

180 

ft 

12 

Ift 

6 

BV 

11 

H86I 

191 

4V 

— 

— 

13 

— 

IASMQ _ 

H» 

14V 

18 

23 

ft 

7 

9 

H6* 

m 

S 

9 

Ift 

15 

17 

19V 

I  nram  . _ 

180 

to. 

Ift 

18V 

7 

10 

17, 

PI80VJ 

200 

ft 

ft 

ID 

20-1 

27. 

24 

PKttogsre,. 

191 

14V 

19 

23 

6 

V, 

IIV 

ri96} 

210 

ft 

10 

M 

Ift 

Ift 

22 

Prudential  420 

29 

35 

41V 

12 

21V 

24V 

P43II 

460 

IIV 

U 

23V 

3ft 

44 

47 

340 

24 

33 

36V 

9V 

21 

f370 

390 

Ift 

18 

22 

26 

35 

Sft 

R-aqyce— 

160 

21 

23*. 

27V 

2 

5 

bV 

rm 

ISO 

8 

IIV 

16 

9 

14 

15V 

Ttsco - 

260 

24V 

29V 

32V 

5 

8'i 

IIV 

r»« 

300 

12V 

18V 

21 

vodalOne. 

220 

16V 

a 

28 

7V 

Ift 

P22SV) 

240 

ft 

i  ft 

Ifi 

IBV 

22 

21 

Wimaraj  - 

300 

21 

26V 

29 

ft 

11V 

P313M 

330 

9, 

Ift 

Ift 

Ift 

2b 

27, 

FT-SE  INDEX  f-3664'J 
3590  3M0  3650  TO)  373)  3800 


Cab 

Dec 

129 

82 

41 

15V 

3V 

1 

ion 

ISO. 

IIP. 

79 

52 

31V 

17 

Peb 

174 

136 

IIS 

77 

55 

38 

Mar 

I9IV 

ISM 

125 

98 

73V 

54 

Jun 

Pats 

198V 

_ 

143 

95V 

Dee 

2 

y , 

16V 

41 

ssv 

135V 

Jan 

21 

33V 

49V 

77, 

104 

143 

Feb 

n 

43V 

63 

8M 

116 

IS2 

Mar 

47| 

63 

81V 

105 

132 

165 

Jun 

1 

10M 

“ 

MM 

“ 

2HJV 

CaBs  Puts 
Series  DccMar  Jaa  Pie  Mar  Jhre 


Abtry  Nal 

600 

45V 

62V 

69 

I 

Ift 

23V 

P647J 

6S0 

MV 

31V  40V 

Ift 

3ft 

47 

-  260 

6 

17V 

24-, 

5 

13 

IM 

C261) 

280 

OV 

9 

16 

19V 

24V 

27V 

Baidas™. 

-  7S0 

47 

67 

75V 

IV 

17V 

25V 

C794) 

*00 

IOV 

36 

47 

16 

40 

48V 

Bloc  Ore 

-  330 

9 

23 

27V 

5 

14 

21V 

(■333V) 

360 

V, 

9V 

14 

2M 

31V 

Sft 

ErGas  — 

-  220 

17V 

25 

28V 

OV 

5 

BV 

ran 

240 

4 

13V 

17 

7 

13 

18 

Dixons- 

-  390 

24 

39V 

47V 

IV 

12 

1ft 

P4II) 

420 

b 

23 

31V 

13 

25 

29V 

Force _ 

_  330 

12V 

22V 

WV 

3 

11 

15V 

ran 

360 

IV 

q 

13 

22V 

Aft 

32 

Tarmac—.  90 

SV 

IOV 

17, 

1 

4V 

ft 

(Ml 

100 

1 

5V 

7V 

ev 

10 

13 

-HiUKjwn 

-  140 

13V 

Ift 

Ift 

0 

IV 

M 

P153I 

160 

IV 

5V 

TV 

ft 

II 

17 

Usnr&n— 

_  160 

18 

21V 

25 

0 

3 

5 

PI77) 

180 

ft 

10 

14 

ft 

12 

14 

—  90 

8 

Kh 

17, 

0 

IV 

3 

r97V) 

10U 

| 

4V 

7 

3', 

SV 

8 

ThmEml  1500 

110 

139 

178 

i 

19 

29 

n*os» 

1600 

28 

78 

116 

30 

56 

65 

.  260 

SV 

IM 

23 

2V 

10 

12V 

(2651 

2/0 

1 

7V 

Ift 

U 

21 

2?, 

-  390 

28 

34 

JTV 

1 

17 

20 

r»i« 

420 

A 

Ift 

18V 

IIP. 

31 

34V 

Series  Jaa  Apr 

Jal  Jaa  Apr 

Jal 

Glaxo _  850 

61V 

78V 

91 

7 

21V 

30 

fSWV) 

900 

29 

46V 

63 

22 

42V 

52 

HSBC - 950 

MV 

m 

106 

12 

35 

47 

rwi 

noo 

34 

to 

78*. 

20V 

58 

70 

-  600 

36 

52 

66 

9 

21V 

28 

fb23J 

650 

IIV 

JM 

41 

34 

4M 

S3 

Series  Jaa  Apr 

Jul  Jaa  Apr  Jul 

loyal  ins 

.  390 

18V 

29 V 

36 

II 

2M 

32V 

(*39l  Vi 

420 

7 

1? 

24 

30V 

45V 

51 

Series  Dee  Mar  Jaa  Dee  Mar  Jaa 

Fbons — 260 

4V 

ft 

ft 

Vi 

OV 

OV 

P2M 

280 

0 

0 

0 

lb 

lb 

18 

Scries  Feb  May 

Feb  May 

Eastern  Op  950 

2? 

26 

— 

OV 

I 

— 

1000 

OV 

<y, 

— 

33*. 

14 

— 

Series  DccMar  Jan  DccMar  Jaa 

Natl  Pwr.  460 

9 

35V 

37 

7 

IM  36 

P460VJ 

500 

OV 

IIV 

XI 

Jft 

<2 

50V 

Scotpwr^  360 

12 

19V 

28V 

3 

13 

15 

068) 

no 

1 

7V 

MV 

ZZ 

30V 

32 

mm 

ws| 

m 

Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

Sefl 

Vol  i 

FT-SE  [00 

Previous  open  luiaesc  78031 

Dec  95  _ 
Mar  96  „ 

36830 

3706X1 

3686X1 

3708X1 

3652X1 

36773 

3672-5 

36960 

10108 

2786 

FT-SE  250 

Previous  open  merest;  3517 

Dec  95  _ 
Mar  96 ._ 

39500 

4030.0 

39500 

40000 

39500 

40000 

39500 

40000 

1060 

1060 

Three  Month  Starling 
Previous  open  intense  4as93 

Dec  95  - 
Mar  96.. 
Jun  96  ~ 

93-53 

9UI 

93.94 

93J7 

93J7 

94JOO 

93.53 

93-80 

93.93 

93-56 

93J7 

93.99 

8445 

IMS 

10134 

Three  Mih  Eurodollar 
Previous  open  intense  no 

Dec  95  - 
Mar  96- 

94J0 

94.73 

0 

0 

Three  Mth  Euro  DM 

Previous  open  (merest:  939667 

Dec  95  -. 
Mar  96.. 

96J36 

96l33 

9607 

9634 

9605 

96J2 

9606 

9634 

12779 

22794 

Long  Gilr 

Previous  open  1  merest  142221 

Dec  95  _ 
Mar  96_ 

110-17 

I09>3I 

111-17 

111-02 

110-17 

109-28 

111-18 

111-02 

8857 

108882 

Japanese  Govmt  Bond 

Dec  95  - 
Mar  96  _ 

12260 

121.40 

12263 

121.49 

12255 
121 J3 

122.60 

121.49 

599 

2302 

German  Gov  Bd  Bund 

Previous  open  [merest  221525 

Dec  95  _ 
Mar  96... 

99.45 

98.78 

99.74 

99.16 

99-38 

98.69 

99.70 

99XJ9 

19333 

164823 

Three  month  ECU 

Previous  open  Interest  21381 

Dec®  - 
Mar  96.. 

94.51 

94-80 

9439 

94J4 

9451 

94J0 

9438 

94J3 

1147 

843 

Euro  Swiss  Franc 

Previous  open  merest  55358 

Dec  95  _ 
Mar  96. 

97  JO 
98X5 

97  J5 
98.11 

97.78 

9800 

9703 

98XJB 

3189 

6004 

Italian  Govmi  Bond 

Previous  open  Interest  41905 

Mar  96_ 
Jun  9b  - 

104X15 

105-60 

10624 

105-60 

10401 

H&6D 

106-20 

105.70 

59471 

28 

Base  Rates  Cleaning  Banks  6'.  Finance  Hse  7 

Discount  Market  Loam  o/nighr  high:  &•  low  6V  Week  died:  A 

Treasury  Bills  (DfckBuy.  2  mUl  V* ;  3  ntth  .  Sell-.  2  mlb  6"n ;  3  mil):  6V . 


1  rath 

2  mtfa 

3  mtb 

*> 

I 

a 

l 

Prime  Bank.  Bills  (Di^ 

6V6V. 

b'Vrffu 

6'r*>» 

Sterfiog  Money  Rates: 

CVrb-a 

6"--6V 

6W.  Vm-v, 

Interbank: 

(frrW  a 

tMf* 

(Mf»  ffw&i 

Overnight:  open  6V.  dose  6V . 

Local  Authority  Deps: 

b*a 

n/a 

6>> 

6V.  6>. 

Starting  CD® 

6W, 

6’»-6V  Vr&u 

DoOarCDs 

SJ3 

n/a 

5-63 

5.42  5.41 

Bidding  Society  CDs: 

6**6*, 

AV-6’1. 

b'VrfiAi  6,o-6V. 

i  r*f#T  5T2»5?7  k? 

Cut  iKLiicy 

7dajr 

1  rath 

3  ndh 

6  Bth  ran 

Dollar: 

5D»-5'» 

5V5V  5V-4V 

Dnifrriiemwlc 

4'rVt 

Vw4'n 

y'^a» 

3V-3*,  4'r3V 

French  Franc 

5V5V 

6V-5V 

6V-5V  5V4V 

Swtes  Franc 

2Wi 

2*r2V 

2'e-2V 

2V2  2VIV 

Y(B 

VJ. 

W 

'w>» 

V,  n/a 

Bullion:  Open  S3S7JD-387 JO  Close:  S38&20-38S.70  High:  8388.90-389.40 
Low;  J386J35-386J5  AM:  5387.60  PM:  S38&40 
Krugerrand:  $38800-39050  BJLM.75-2S3.7S] 

Platinum:  S4I4.20  (£.268.70)  SDverr  15.28  (E3.42S)  Palladium:  >133.15  (E&140! 


MM  Rates  for  Dec  6 

Range 

Close 

I  moatb 

3  m  onth 

Amsterdam. _ 

24734-2.4967 

2-4934-14967 

Wpr 

lVIVpr 

Brussels. 

45.40-45^7 

45.77-45^7 

12-9pr 

31-26  pr 

Copenhagen _ 

R5480-8.6410 

8X5190-8^410 

IVJ.pT 

3'riEVpr 

Dublin- 

09652-0.9708 

0.968241.9708 

IO-7pr 

24-l9pr 

FranXJun^..-.^. 

2^086-12287 

2JS56-L2287 

‘rVpr 

ivivpr 

Lisbon - 

232.11-234^4 

233.W33454 

32-58ds 

I22-164ds 

Madrid- 

188.70-189.95 

189*5-189.95 

44-52U5 

137-1  SMS 

Milan 

2453^-2463X5 

2457. 1-2461 J 

7-003 

24-26ds 

Montreal 

iO994-ZI083 

11053-2.1083 

aifroxjTpr 

OL2S43,|5pr 

NewYorV 

1^396-1^442 

1^424-15434 

O.ICKUHpr 

0274L24pr 

Oslo - 

9.728O-9J230 

9«W>9J230 

r+Jipr 

avjvpr 

Paris  — 

76340-7.6760 

7^550-7^5  0 

VJ.pr 

i-vpr 

Sioekholra _ 

10.08S-10.I49 

10-126-10.149 

V-*MS 

Wd 9 

Tokyo  — 

155.96-156.51 

156J1-1 56.47 

JJ.pr 

X +-zvpr 

15J3CM5.6ei 

1 5-654- 15.631 

VJ.pr 

l-vpr 

I.T959-IJ05S 

lJOBO-liOSB 

Wpr 

2-l’ibr 

Soanx:  Extri 

Premium  •  pr.  Discount  -  as. 

Austria  _  - 

— ..„  iais-iai6 

Belgium  (Com) - 

29^3-29X7 

_  159260-1594.10 

Japan _ 

- 101^5-101.40 

Malaysia  _ 

- Z5392-2J397 

GTH  ER  STEHtiNG 

Finland  matkla _ 

- 6335-6651 

Hong  Kong  dollar  — 

....  11.9 162-11 .9255 

New  2ealanddollar 

- 2J791-Z38Z4 

Saudi  Aiatrfa  riyal  _. 

- -  5^55-5.679 

U  A  E  dirham  — — 
Barrio  js  Bank  GTS 

5XOG5-5-7265 
* UofdsBank 

.rT^SWtUMES, 

31 

133 

Legal  A  Gn 

206 

AS  DA  Gp 

11X00 

Lloyds  Bk 

Abbey  NU 
Allied  Dom 

4.600 

London  Elea  937 

818 

Marts  Spr 

3,500 

Argyll  Gp 
Arja  wrens 
AS  Foods 

1.600 

Mid  Elec 

967 

894 

230 

NatWst  Bk 
Nal  Power 

4.TO 

926 

BAA 

2XM0 

NW  water 

269 

BAT  inds 

26 00 

p«o 

1.500 

BOC 

275 

Pearson 

798 

BP 

4.100 

PowerGen 

950 

BSkyfl 

1X00 

PnidenUal 

2.400 

DTK 

14X00 

REXAM 

1200 

BT 

24  XXX) 

RMC 

242 

Bk  of  Scat 

736 

KTZ 

2JOO 

Barclays 

7.500 

Rank  Ora 
Kecfcln  col 

4.M0 

Bass 

3.400 

4^00 

Blue  Clide 

4jtt0 

Redlond 

570 

Boots 

856 

Reed  Inti 

874 

BAe 

2.100 

RemoUl 

816 

BA 

5J00 

Reuters 

2800 

Bril  Gas 

7-300 

Rolls  Royce 

7.100 

Bril  steel 

5XXXJ 

Royal  ins 
Ryl  Bk  Scot 

958 

BunnahCSU  186 

1.300 

Cable  wire 

4.800 

Salisbury 

2300 

Cadbury 

IJOO 

Schraders 

3 

Carlton  Cms  3.100 

Scot  ft  New 

4.700 

Cm  Union 

583 

Scot  Power 

1.300 

Cookson 

511 

Sears 

5.900 

Courtaulds 

554 

Svm  Trent 

1.200 

De  La  Rue 

31b 

Shed  Trans 

2JOO 

Enterpr  oil 

773 

Stebe 

826 

Forte 

2400 

SmKl  BCD 

4.903 

GKN 

954 

Smith  Nph 

836 

GRE 

3300 

Sthem  Elec 

1.400 

GU5 

IJW 

Sid  Chand 

4.200 

Gen  acc 

296 

Sun  Atlnce 

904 

Gen  Elec 

X500 

n  Gp 

231 

Glaxo  well 

3X00 

TSB 

2400 

Granada 

164 

Tate  a  Lyle 

1.800 

Grand  Met 

2.100 

TBSCO 

5^00 

Guinness 

1.700 

Thames  w 

161 

HSBC 

2.400 

ThroEMi 

S88 

Hanson 

I6XXX) 

Tomkins 

2400 

IQ 

1.700 

Unilever 

1.400 

inchcape 

4*00 

vodaftine 

10X00 

Kingfisher 

3J00 

Whitbread 

1.600 

LAS  MO 

1.900 

wiims  Hid 

2800 

Ladbroke 

IOlOOO 

Wotseley 

245 

Und  Secs 

y 

285 

Zeneca 

IJW 

Dec  6  DecS 
nudday  dare 


amp  me  41'.  4ft 
AMR  COtp  77H  rr, 
AT  4  T  66  675 

Abbott  lain  4|>,  4ft 
Mnncea  Mkm  19V  3ft 
MUU  Life  72V  72 

Ahmairan,  (HO  +7V  XT', 
Air  PTOl  a  Cbem  56V  56V 

Alrrourti  comm  27V  28V 
ABeroOllW  B  34  34V 

AlbsmonT  32V  31*. 
Alcan  A&unnm  3X.  34V 
Akn  Snndatd  43V  43V 
AlUed  51gnal  m-.  +0-. 

Atom  CD  Of  Am  57V  55V 

Aran  GoU  Inc  7V  7v 

Amerada  Hu,  «v  49 

Amer  Brands  42’.  43 

Amts-  a  Paw  3sv  38V 
Araer  Express  44V  43’. 
Amer  Cenl  Corn  34  TV. 
Amer  Horae  pr  95-.  9S>. 
Amer  rail  93V  93 

Amer  5 Lores  3fA  26>. 
Amer  Standard  3tP.  3tP, 
Amertsedb  56V  56V 

Amoco  68V  68>, 

Anheuser-Bujcii  tff,  65-. 
Apple  Computer  38V  39>, 
Archer  Daniels  175  17V 

Annco  SV  sv 

Armsung  Wim  u  62V 
Asweo  3ft  35V 

Ashland  OU  35V  3ft 

AH  KJcMWd  ms  11,1. 

AulO  Data  Pre  51V  81V 

AVEiy  Dennfewi  +sv  48V 
Aeon  Product,  751.  751. 

Bater  Hughes  21V  2iv 
Bahtm  Gas  •  a  xr,  zr> 
Banc  One  3ft  39>. 

tonkAmertca  68-.  sr, 

Ban*  Ol  NY  48  47V 

w!S,»uitaf  64,1  *’’’ 

towh  a  Lamb  J3V  35V 
42  42 

■elj  Allude  MV  64V 

22V  2ZV 
41V  4ft 
36V  36V 

♦4V  44 

74S  74V 
36V  36>. 

«V  84V 
31V  3ft 
21V  21V 


BtackA  Decker 
Btock  IHUO 
hoeing 

Boise  Ckrearle 
BTMOl  M|Tt  So 
Browning  Fere& 

BnmswkX  „ . 

Kullnsuin  Nttm  8V.  53V 
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Compaq  Coiqp 
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S2V  52-. 
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37V  37V 
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- - .  29-.  2ft 

Daymn  Hudson  72V  73 
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Dfaney  (VW»  62V  62V 
Dominion  fe  „  p, 

Dwtejfcy  (BSl  4ft  47, 
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Eastman  Kodak  67V  bbv 
Eaton  Oirp  5ft  56 
Emason  Eire  8ft  SOS 
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GTE  Oorp  42V  42V 

Carmen  64V  6ft 
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Liny  (EB)  tOIV  MOV 
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Uncoil!  NU  49  49 
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Masco  Corp  2ft  29V 
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McDonnell  □  8ft  8ft 
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^  £ 
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Ohio  Edison  23  2ft 

Oracle  4?,  45 


Dec  6  Dec  5 
midday  dose 


Oiyi  Eons'  Co  13V  U. 
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39  38V 
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Sysco  Corp  3ft  31V 

Tkw  inc  77  7SV 

TOC  Inds  2V  2V 
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life  and  death 
matter  of  VAT 

OFFICIALDOM  is  doing 
its  best  to  dampen  festive 
cheer  for  Peter  Jenkins, 
VAT  specialist  at  account¬ 
ant  Ernst  &  Young.  First 
Kenneth  Clarice's  Budget 
dosed  an  ingenuous  VAT- 
savtAg  scheme.  Now  Jen¬ 
kins  has  discovered  that 
China  is  to  bring  in  the 
death  penalty  for  VAT 
hand.  This  somewhat 
drastic,  no-nonsense  ap¬ 
proach  ,  which  could  give 
Michael  Howard  a  few 
ideas,  should  boost  de¬ 
mand  for  (ax-planning 
schemes  cooked  up  by 
Jenkins  and  his  col¬ 
leagues,  which  axe  de¬ 
signed  to  be  totally  legal 
but  ups  the  ante  somewhat 
should  the  courts  decide 
otherwise. 

Bond  ad-venture 

CINEMA  audiences  have 
sat  spellbound  as  the  latest 
James  Bond  scales  new 
heights,  jumping  from 
plane  to  train. to  bed.  He 
also  manouevres  a  rather 
cumbersome  tank  around 
the  picturesque  streets  of 
St  Petersburg.  Aleksey 
Vlasov,  ex-Russian  KGB. 
and  Harry  Fitzgibbons,  ex- 
CIA.  were  both  on  the 
scene  during  filming.  The 
two  men  —  both  bafit  like 
■  tanks  with  arms  like  goril¬ 
las  —  were  hired  as  extras. 

.  while  they  were  by  chance 
1  working  in  St  Petersburg 
in  their  real-life  roles  as 
businessmen  in  charge  of 
,  their  latest  investment  ad¬ 
venture,  the  Russian  Tech¬ 
nology  Fund.  “It's  easier  to 
spot  a  good  venture  capital 
(teal  man  It  is  to  pick  me  ■ 
out  in  the  film."  says  Mr 
Fitzgibbons.  j 


''  >1 


“They  will  soon  be  using 
our  shares  as  wallpaper” 

Paper  chase 

POST  early  for  Christinas 
...  Sun  lire,  the  Bristol  life 
assurer,  went  to  great  trou¬ 
ble  —  and  considerable 
expense  —  over  its  annual 
300-strong  consignment  of 
desk  diaries,  to  be  dis¬ 
patched  with  seasonal 
cheer  to  contacts  on  Fleet 
Street  The  marketing  men 
were  not  amused  when 
eight  out  of  nine  boxes 
went  astray  somewhere 
between  Bristol  and 
London.  The  errant  diaries 
finally  came  to  light  after  a 
two-week  search  —  in  a 
timber  merchant's  in  West 
Yorkshire.  “We  got  them 
in  the  end,”  says  a  relieved 
Sun  spokesman. 

Poetry  corner 

PICK  of  the  Christinas 
ditties  now  doing,  the 
rounds: 

Cable  and  Wireless  are 
currently  hiring. 

Two  bright  spuria  to  re¬ 
place  those  tiurfre  firing. 
They  must  have  great 
strengths. 

Share  the  same  wave 
lengths,  . 

And  the  wish  to  indulge  ut 
a  hide  naming. 

Yorkshire  Water  PIC 
Is  in  deep  water 
(metaphorically) 

After  too  many  Ieohs 
In  too  many  dry  weeks 
TTiefrg  wishing  for  nun  — 
endlessly 

Lloyd's  of  London  are  all 
Being^ dropped  By  the  - 


Can  Honest  Ken  sell  you 
another  Tory  government? 


UK  and  Irish 
pitted  in  an  EU 
•  clash  of  steel 

Britain  is  blocking  a  Dublin  scheme 
of  state  aid  Eileen  McCabe  reports 


Economic  facts 
may  not  bear 
out  the 
Chancellor's 
confidence, 
says  Janet  Bush 


EFFECT  OF  BUDGET  ON  WEEKLY  NET  INCOME 

A  /  %  of  weekly  Income  1 

•  -)  fy  Left  hand  scale  •  ~  _ 

■  Cash  rffect  ■ 

ESi JSU  :i  X  ■ 
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SAVING  RATIO  BY  INCOME  GROUP 


Kenneth  Clarke  is 
quite  right  that  vot¬ 
ers,  who  have  be¬ 
come  viscerally  sus¬ 
picious  of  his  party,  would  not 
have  been  taken  in  by  a  big 
tax-cutting  bribe.  He  should 
also  be  applauded  for  rebut¬ 
ting  the  myth,  perpetrated  by 
ever  more  desperate  Conser¬ 
vative  backbenchers,  that  only 
Iowa:  taxes  win  elections. 
Where  Mr  Clarke  may  be 
wrong  is  in  assuming  that,  if 
he  breaks  with  the  tradition  of 
his  predecessors  and  avoids 
patronising  voters,  their  confi¬ 
dence  will  levitate  by  magic. 

This  recovery,  shortly  to 
enter  its  fifth  year,  was  sup¬ 
posed  to.be  different.  led  by 
exports  and  investment  rebal¬ 
anced  away  from  the  con¬ 
sumption  that  has  invariably 
got  Britain  into  current  ac¬ 
count  -  and  currency  trouble. 
Now.  however,  after  having 
the  pips  squeezed  out  of  them 
by  higher  taxes  and  interest 
rates,  consumers  are  expected 
to  make  a  miraculous  recovery 
and  see  the  Tories  to  an 
election  wm  m  18  months’ time. 

Post-Budget,  the  Chancellor 
has  made  much  of  himself  as 
axymoronic  honest  politician, 
purveyor  of  realism  in  the  face 
of  the  frenzy  of  wish-fulfilment 
pursued  by  the  Right  of  his 
party.  He  chuckled  even  as  the 
i  City  was  reacting  badly  to  his 
large  government  borrowing 
forecasts,  acknowledging  that 
previous  Chancellors  had 
“bunged  in  whatever  figures 
suited  them",  and  confidently 
expected  longer-term  divi¬ 
dends  for  his  honesty. 

A  week  on.  die  edge  has 
been  taken  off  Mr  Clarke’s 
setfconfidence.  The  Budget,  in 
many  ways,  is  being  exposed 
as  an  act  of  faith.  The  best 
symbol  of  this  was  the  press 
conference  held  the  next  day 
by  the  men  trying  to  sell  the 
Private  Finance  Initiative  as 
the  coming  big  idea,  die 
saviour  of  the  Government's 
finances,  die  efficiency  etbdr 
for  the  NHS  to  the  railways. 

Naive  souls  had  always  as¬ 
sumed  that  industry^  failure  to 
see  the  schemed  benefits  was 
the  main  reason  that  the  PFI 
has  not  got  off  the  ground  in  the 
three  years  since  its  conception. 
Apparently,  this  is  not  exclu¬ 
sively  the  case.  We  were  told 
dial  it  was  taking  a  long  time  to 
sign  up  true  believers  within 
government  itself. 

Hie  big  new  initiative  was  a 
scheme  to  be  run  by  Rice 
Waterhouse,  the  accountant, 
to  train  rivD  servants  to  like 
the  idea.  And,  while  they  are 
being  suitably  indoctrinated, 
the  capital  spending  budget  is 
slashed,  with  very  little  PFI 
money  to  replace  it  This  is 
hardly  the  recipe  for  kick- 
starting  die  construction  in¬ 
dustry.  such  a  drag  to  growth 
in  die  third  quarter. 

Let  us,  however,  return  to 
die  consumer.  The  Budget  Red 
Book  forecasts  a  -rise  in  con¬ 
sumer  spending  of  35  per  cent, 
powering  the  economy  to 
growth  of  3  per  cent  The 
Treasury  appears  to  rely  on 
various  sources  of  renewed 
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confidence:  the  simple  fact  that 
taxes  may  not  have  fallen 
much  but  at  least  will  not  rise 
nod  year,  that  incomes  will  be 
rising;  that  many  consumers 
will  be  beneficiaries  of  die 
maturing  of  Tessa  savings 
accounts,  building  society 
merger  bonuses  and  the  re¬ 
bate  from  die  sale  of  the 
National  Grid;  that  house 
prices  will  start  rising;  and 
that  another  year  of  sensible 
government  management  of 
die  economy  will  finally  con¬ 
vince  consumers  to  come  to 
their  senses  and  feel  good- 

Holes  can  be  picked  in  all  of 
this.  The  Budget  did  a  lot  of 
good  things,  but  on  tar  too 
small  a  scale  to  make  a  differ¬ 
ence.  Tax  cuts  of  £3.14  billion 
in  an  economy  of  £700  billion 
a  year  are  small  fry.  The 
Institute  for  Fiscal  Studies 
calculates  that  the  average 
gain  is  £120  a  week.  Set 
against  this  only  two  subse¬ 
quent  pieces  of  news—  above- 
inflation  rises  in  rail  fanes  and 
council  taxes  —  and  there  is 
not  much  doubt  that  most 
people  will  be  worse  off. 

Add  to  that  the  distribution¬ 
al  impact  of  the  Budget,  which 
favoured  the  modestly  wealthy 
to  die  rich  and  penalised 
poorer  people.  As  David 
Owen,  of  Kfeinwort  Benson, 
points  out,  die  lowest  income 
decile  is  estimated  to  have  a 
negative  saving  ratio  of  minus 
30  per  cent  while  the  tap  dedle 
has  a  positive  savings  ratio  of 
about  plus  25  per  cent  Tax 
cuts  skewed  towards  those  on 
lower  incomes  would  have 
unleashed  more  Consumption- 

Treasury  optimism  on  in¬ 
comes  is  probatrfy  misplaced. 
As  Peter  Warburton,  of  Robert 
Fleming,  points  out,  surveys  of 
employment  prospects  have 
weakened  noticeably  in  the 
past  six  months  and  tailing 
productivity  growth  in  manu¬ 
facturing  is  feeding  through 
into  bonus  payments  and, 
hence,  average  earnings. 

The  contribution  by  govern¬ 


ment  to  individuals  will  fall 
because  of  the  curtailment  of 
some  benefits.  The  sharp  but 
temporary  tall  in  retail  price 
inflation  early  next  year 
because  of  electricity  rebates 
wil]  also  help  to  take  the  sting 
out  of  pay  negotiations.  These 
were  never  going  to  be  trouble¬ 
some  in  an  economy  wherqjpb 
insecurity  Is  proving  a  perma¬ 
nent  drain  on  confidence. 

Will  windfalls  save  the  day? 
Probably  not  Like  the  Budget 
tax  oils,  bonuses  from  build¬ 
ing  society  mergers  will  go 
mostly  to  people  who  tend  to 
save  rather  than  spend.  The 
same  can  be  said  of  Tessas, 
with  a  high  proportion  of  that 
money  likely  to  be  rolled  over 


6  The  Budget, 
in  many  ways, 
is  being 
exposed  as 
an  act  of  faith  9 


into  new  ones.  Fpr  those  who 
live  off  their  savings,  lower 
interest  rates,  widely  thought 
to  be  the  Chancellors  reward 
for  caution,  will  make  them 
poorer  and  only  increase  their 
compulsion  to  save. 

Perhaps  the  electricity  rebate 
will  be  spent  cm  scratch  cards, 
but  it  is  not  cash  in  hand  and 
people  are  worried  about  the 
Jutiire.  Even,  the  Bank  of 
England  has  identified  a  tag 
build-up  of  bank  and  building 
society  deposits  and  attributed 
this  partly  to  concern  about 
unemployment. 

Some  confidence  may  re¬ 
turn  if  house  prices  start 
picking  up  next  year,  as  the 
upturn  in  net  new  mortgage 
commitments  suggest  In  ad¬ 
dition,  mortgage  lenders  are 
now  desperate  enough  to  offer 
value  for  money  without  a  lead 
from  government  However, 
no  one  thinks  that  the  bousing 


Opt-out  deal  not  cast-iron,  says  Philip  Bassett 

Works  councils  rise  to  challenge 

T"J  he  social  chapter  opt-out 

a  * _ t  nr  -  -  — - - —  «, 


The  social  chapter  opt-out 
gives  UK  companies  a 
“breathing  space"  on 
bringing  in  European-style 
works  councils,  ranter  titan 
ending  their  chances  of  bong 
introduced,  engineering  com¬ 
panies  said  yesterday.  . 

Ministers  claim  that  die  qpt- 
out  negotiated  by  the  Prime 
Minister  at  the  time  of  the 
Maastricht  treaty,  has  re¬ 
moved  toe  necessity  for  British 
companies  to  be  affected  by 
new  employment  law  brought 
forward  under  its  provisions. 

But  increasingly,  in  spite  of 
the  opttxti,  UK  companies  are 
putting  in  place  measures 
such  as  the  European  Works 
Councils  (EWCs).  which  other 
member  states  have  to  imple¬ 
ment  under  EU  directives. 

Engineering  industry  lead¬ 
ers  praised  the  political  pres¬ 
sure  exerted  by  theopt-oul  in 
creating  the  option  of  vohm>* 
tary  agreements  on  EWCs, 
and  in  stowing  the  pace  of 
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In  harmony:  British  engineering  firms  do  not  oppose  EWCs 


European  employment  legis¬ 
lation,  which  business  views 
as  likely  to  increase  costs. 

But  Peter  Reid,  European 
affairs  co-ordinator  ctf  the  En¬ 
gineering  Employers*  Federa¬ 
tion  (EEF),  said  that  in  the 
case  of  British  companies  and 
EWCs.  the  opt-out  was  a 
“breathing  space  rather  than 
an  end-stop".  He  said  new 
research  among  engineering 


companies  which  fit  the  EWC 
directive’s  requirements 
showed  that,  so  tar,  no  firms 
will  seek  to  exclude  their  UK 
employees  from  EWC  ar¬ 
rangements  they  introduce. 

The  EEF  calculates  that  66 


directly  affected  by  the  EWC 
directive  in  $phe  of  the  opt-out, 
with  a  further  900  subsidiaries 
of  multinational  companies 


affected  less  closely.  Engineer¬ 
ing  employers  believe  these 
figures  will  rise  if  Labour  is 
elected  and  enacts  its  pledge  to 
sign  up  to  the  serial  chapter. 

The  EEF  said  yesterday  that 
the  EWC  directive  is  “funda¬ 
mentally  important  to  the 
UK".  Not  only  was  it  the  first 
transnational  taw  dealing 
with  information  and  consult¬ 
ation.  but  it  would  become 
folly  applicable  if  Labour  were 
cn.  government. 

In  ronjuoction  with  the  in¬ 
dustrial  relations  research 
unit  at  Warwick  University, 
the  EEF  is  to  tour  arras  of 
Britain  with  a  European  Com- 
mission-sponsored  presenta¬ 
tion  on  the  impact  and 
importance  of  EWCs  to  engi¬ 
neering  companies.  It  will  try 
to  detail  problems  of  consult¬ 
ation,  such  as  life  cost  — 
inducting  translations  —  of 
holding  EWC  meetings,  which 
BEF  leaders  say  is  about 
.£100,000  per  session. 
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^  recovery  is  going  to  be  dra- 
^  mafic  and  there  has  been  a 
marked  reluctance  to  buy,  in 
spite  of  the  historically  attrac¬ 
tive  affordability  levels  trum¬ 
peted  by  the  Government 

The  last  argument  in  tavour 
of  a  consumer  rerival  is  that 
people  will  eventually  find 
themselves  impressed  with  the 
caution,  honesty  and  stability 
of  Mr  Darke.  Yes.  perhaps 
with  historical  hindsight  his 
defence  of  One  Nation  Tory- 
ism  against  the  Right  wflj  be 
praised.  However,  the  mood  of 
the  electorate  for  now  suggests 
that  this  Government  —  even 
one  of  its  more  competent  and 
•  likeable  members  —  will  not 
get  die  benefit  of  the  doubt 

The  Government  is  right  to 
loosen  the  screw  on  consumers 
because  they  matter  as  much  as 
ever  to  the  health  of  the 
economy-  There  is  little  doubt 
that,  alongside  cuts  in  govern^ 
merit  capital  spending,  invest¬ 
ment  has  faltered  because  of 
uncertainty  about  domestic  de¬ 
mand.  British  companies  have 
never  been  good  at  pre-emptive 
investment  without  baring  an 
end  customer  in  sight. 

Yesterdays  news  of  a  paltry 
0.2  per  cent  rise  frrmanufactur- 
ing  in  October  and  earlier 
figures  showing  a  huge  build¬ 
up  of  stocks  over  the  past  three 
quarters  illustrate  the  problem 
companies  have  with  tailing 
demand.  The  drawing  down  of 
-  those  stock  levels  —  winch  docs 
not  seem  to  have  been  properly 
recognised  in  the  Chancellor's 
optimistic  growth  forecast  —  is 
likely  to  mean  poor  growth 
figures  into  the  first  half  of  nexi 
year.  Kfeinwort  Benson  figures 
that  if  unwinding  of  these  stock 
surpluses  were  to  hold  growth 
down  to  1  per  cent  annualised 
in  flie  fourth  quarter  of  this 
year  and  the  first  of  next,  the 
Chancellor  would  need  annual¬ 
ised  growth  of  6  par  cent  in  the 
last  nine  months  of  1996  to  hit 
his  target  This  is  a  tail  order. 

The  last  potential  source  of 
growth  that  figures  large  in 


the  Treasury’s  equations  is 
exports,  experied  to  rise  by  725 
per  cent  next  year.  This,  too, 
seems  optimistic,  with  the 
recovery  in  America  looking 
shaky  and  Europe  refusing  to 
free  itself  from  the  vicious 
deflationary  grip  of  the  pre- 
monetary  union  era. 

There  were  two  hidden  as¬ 
sets,  it  was  thought,  to  Mr 
Clarke’s  Budget:  interest  rates 
could  be  brought  down  and  his 
borrowing  numbers  were  de¬ 
liberately  pessimistic,  leaving 
room  for  more  tax  cuts  next 
November.  But  there  are  two 
problems.  The  Chancellor's 
claim  —  backed  by  his  top 
officials  at  the  Commons  Trea¬ 
sury  Select  Committee  this 
week  —  that  3  per  cent  growth 
could  be  attained  without  rale 
cuts  may  be  taken  at  face  value 
by  the  Bank,  which  may 
oppose  him  when  he  changes 
his  mind.  Without  rate  cuts,  3 
per  cent  does  not  seem  achiev¬ 
able,  even  Mr  Clarke’s  “hon¬ 
estly  pessimistic"  borrowing 
figures  may  be  overshot  and 
there  will  be  no  tax  cuts  even  if 
the  Tories  manage  to  hang  on 
for  another  Budget 


The  Irish  are  angry. 
They  thought  they  had 
seated  the  future  of 
Irish  Sled  after  a  long  hot 
summer  of  negotiations  with 
several  international  com¬ 
panies.  They  daim  that  the 
deal  on  the  future  of  Ire¬ 
land’s  only  steel  [riant 
signed  with  1SPAT  Interna¬ 
tional.  an  Indian  corpora¬ 
tion.  in  September,  has 
fallen  victim  to  British 
intransigence. 

Richard  Bruton,  the  Irish 
Tv  .mister  for  Enterprise  and 
Employment,  triumphantly 
unvoted  the  complex  rescue 
package  for  Irish  Steel  in 
September  and  he  must  have 
thought  the  main  hurdles  to 
securing  the  future  of  tbe  350 
workers  at  the  troubled  Cork 
plant  had  been  deared. 

The  Haul  bowline  steel 
plant  was  set  up  in  1939  and 
taken  over  by  die  state  in 
1947.  By  the  nrud  1970s.  it  was 
in  financial  difficulty  and 
since  then  has  needed  public 
money  to  stay  afloat 
The  company  has  manu¬ 
facturing  facilines  through¬ 
out  the  world,  with  a 
workforce  of  almost  7,000 
producing  more  than  65  mil¬ 
lion  tonnes  of  _ 

liquid  steel. 

Irish  govern-  £Weh 
ment  sources  ,  .  , 

cited  ISPATs  high  1 

ground 

saf^s 

fortunes  of 

steel  plants  formerly  under 
state  control  as  the  main 
reason  for  doing  business 
with  the  company. 

Under  the  complex  deal, 
the  Irish  ‘  Government 
agreed  to  write  off  loans  of 
lr£17  million  to  the  Cork 
plant  and  to  inject  a  further 
Ir£J0-5  million  into  the  com¬ 
pany.  1SPAT  International 
promised  to  invest  Ir£30 
million  in  the  plant  over  the 
next  five  years  and  to  take  on 
about  lr£22  million  of  Irish 
Steel  debt  The  Indian  com¬ 
pany  also  guaranteed  to  pro¬ 
vide  331  jobs  at  the  plant  for 
five  years  and  accepted  that 
there  would  be  financial 
penalties  if  the  employment 
quota  were  not  met 
Mr  Bruton  went  to  Brus¬ 
sels  to  get  the  blessing  of  his 
EU  colleagues  for  the  deal. 
Most  nodded  approval,  but 
Luxembourg.  Denmark  and 
Britain  expressed  reserva¬ 
tions.  After  a  few  discussion 
sessions,  Irish  officials  man¬ 
aged  to  iron  out  what  they 
called  “small,  essentially 
technical  details”  with  both 
Luxembourg  and  Denmark. 

However,  similar  discus¬ 
sions  with  the  British  delega- 


C  We  have  the 
high  moral 
ground  and  are 
going  to  win  9 


tion  in  Brussels  yielded  no 
results.  Talks  shifted  to 
London,  and.  after  several 
heated  sessions,  the  Irish 
Government  agreed  to  a 
reduction  in  the  quantity  of 
finished  steel  that  the  Cork 
plant  would  sell  into  the 
European  Union.  As  a  result 
of  that  concession,  die  Irish 
Government  was  forced  to 
increase  its  cash  injection  to 
the  plant  from  IrEI0_5  mil¬ 
lion  to  Ir£15-5  million. 

In  spile  of  the  movement 
from  die  Irish  side,  Britain 
held  firm  to  its  objections  to 
the  buyout.  On  Monday,  tbe 
Irish  minister  held  what  was 
described  as  a  “tense”  meet¬ 
ing  with  Ian  Lang,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  but 
failed  to  resolve  the  issue. 

Afterwards,  the  Irish  team 
made  no  secret  of  its  anger 
and  frustration  at  what  it  sees 
as  continued  British  intransi¬ 
gence.  “We  are  absolutely 
baffled . . .  bewildered  even.  It 
really  is  quite  extraordinary." 
an  official  said.  “You  must 
remember  that  this  is  die 
same  Britain  which  has  ap¬ 
proved  six  very  similar  aid 
packages  to  steel  plants  in 
Spain.  Germany  and  Italy 

_  over  the  past 

two  years.” 

ive  the  According 
to  another  of- 
QOral  ficial.  the 

inri  are  British  Gov_ 
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_  the  Irish  Steel 

deal  would  af¬ 
fect  the  British  Steel  plant  at 
Shelton  is  “simply  ludi¬ 
crous".  Under  the  proposed 
rescue  plan.  Irish  Steel 
would  increase  production 
by  35.000  tonnes.  “The  Shel¬ 
ton  plant  produces  about 
400.000  tonnes  annually  of 
the  same  product : . .  so  irs 
not  going  to  dose  down 
because  of  Irish  Steel,"  the 
offitial  said. 

One  source  said:  “It’s  not  a 
drop  in  the  British  Steel 
ocean,  as  far  as  we  are  con¬ 
cerned  ...  irs  nut-  even  a 
molecule." 

Irish  officials  believe  that 
the  British  stance  can  be 
traced  to  the  powerful  lobby¬ 
ing  of  British  Steel.  They  say 
that  dose  scrutiny  of  the  level  i 
of  British  Government  aid  to 
the  privatisation  of  British 
Steel  makes  the  Irish  deal 
look  “very  sweet  indeed”. 

So  sweet  that  the  Irish  Gov¬ 
ernment  is  determined  that  it 
will  go  through.  “As  far  as  we 
are  concerned,"  one '  Irish 
official  said,  “and  as  far  as  the 
rest  of  the  EU  is  concerned  — 
even  some  British  officials  in ' 
Brussels  —  we  have  the  high 
moral  ground  here  and  we 
are  going  to  win." 
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Kingfisher 
fights  back 
with  sales 
recovery 

By  Sarah  Bag  mall 

KINGFISHER  yesterday 
sought  to  dispel  fears  that 
the  costly  problems  suf¬ 
fered  at  Wool  worth  and 
Comet  last  Christinas  are 
likely  to  resurface  this  year 
with  news  of  a  rtear-5  per 
cent  rise  in  third  quarter 
sales. 

Last  Christmas.  King¬ 
fisher  was  hit  by  operating 
difficulties  at  Wool  worth 
which  resulted  in  severe 
delays  in  getting  products 
on  shelves,  while  uncom¬ 
petitive  pricing  on  toys 
meant  sales  were  lost  to 
rival  Argos.  Comet  suf¬ 
fered  from  a  too-rapid 
move  to  new  systems  and  a 
mishandled  shift  to  more 
expensive  products.  The 
problems  knocked  group 
profits  and  were  followed 
by  Lhe  departure  of  four 
directors. 

Referring  to  the  4J8  per 
cent  rise  in  sales  in  the  13 
weeks  to  October  28,  Sir 
Geoffrey  Muicahy,  chief 
executive,  said  the  figures 
were  “encouraging"  given 
the  tough  trading  condi¬ 
tions.  Marks  and  Spencer 
revealed  the  ferocity  of  the 
market  last  month  when  it 
revealed  a  dip  in  non-food 
sales  over  the  same  period. 

The  rise  reflected  im¬ 
proved  results  from  all  die 
group's  businesses,  which 
encompass  B&Q,  Daily, 
the  French  electrical  chain, 
Superdrug,  Woolworth 
and  Comet 

Tony  Shiret  an  analyst 
at  Barclays  de  Zoete 
Wedd.  said:  “Kingfisher  is 
not  chasing  the  game  this 
Christmas.  Some  of  the 
infrastructure  changes 
they  have  made  puts  them 
in  a  much  better  position.'' 
It  emerged  yesterday  that 
earlier  this  week  Mercury 
Asset  Management  lifted 
its  holding  in  Kingfisher 
from  13  per  cent  to  14  per 
cent 

Woolworth  sales  rose  2.7 
per  cent  and  like-for-tike 
sales  increased  1.8  percent 
Stripping  out  August 
when  sales  were  hit  by  the 
hot  weather,  underlying 
sales  rose  5.8  per  cent 
B&Q  like-for-like  sales 
were  flat  compared  with  a 
3.4  per  cent  rise  at  Comet 
2.8  per  cent  at  Superdrug 
and  0.1  per  cent  at  Darty. 


Full  cream:  Alan  Wiseman,  chairman  of  Robert  Wiseman  Dairies,  which  yesterday  announced  an  increase  of  33  per  cent  in  pre-tax jprofits 
to  £3.92  million  in  the  half-year  ended  September  30.  During  the  period.  Wiseman  Dairies  acquired  the  CWS  Scottish  milk  business. 


Depressed  housing  market 
takes  toll  on  NFC  profits 


INTENSE  competition  in  al¬ 
ready  difficult  markets,  in¬ 
creased  European  losses  and 
hefty  restructuring  provisions 
undertaken  by  a  new  manage¬ 
ment  team  took  a  toll  on  full- 
year  profits  at  NFC.  the 
transport  and  logistics  group. 

A  sluggish  housing  market 
saw  pre-tax  profits  before  ex¬ 
ceptional  charges  slide  to 
£76.2  million  in  the  year  to 
September  30,  against  a  re¬ 
stated  £105.6  million  last  time. 
Turnover,  boosted  by  acquisi¬ 


tions,  climbed  to  £22  billion 
{£2.06  billion).  However,  a  £35 
million  exceptional  provision, 
which  NFC  warned  of  in  June 
after  new  management  came 
in.  saw  bottom  line  pre-tax 
profits  slump  to  £38.6  million. 

NFC  shares  slid  lOp  to  139p 
as  the  group’s  new  manage¬ 
ment  team,  headed  by  Sir 
Christopher  Bland,  chairman, 
and  Gerry  Murphy,  chief 
executive,  predicted  another 
tough  year  ahead. 

However,  Mr  Murphy  said 


By  Philip  Pangalos 

the  restructuring,  aimed  at 
reducing  costs  and  tackling 
under-performing  businesses, 
is  well  under  way.  with  most 
projects  expected  to  have  a 
pay-back  within  two  years. 

The  restructuring,  involving 
total  provisions  of  £57  million, 
has  already  led  to  about  1.000 
job  losses,  mostly  in  the  UK. 
NFC  presently  has  about 
37,000  employees.  17.000  of 
whom  are  shareholders,  many 
dating  back  to  1982’s  employee 
buyout  from  the  Government 


NFC  expects  the  overall 
headcount  to  rise,  largely 
because  of  a  logistics  joint 
venture  with  Bass. 

The  Pickfords  moving  ser¬ 
vices  business  continued  to 
suffer  as  a  result  of  a  de¬ 
pressed  housing  market  with 
the  UK  home  moving  market 
accounting  for  two-thirds  of  its 
activity.  However,  a  greater 
concentration  on  office  and 
commercial  removals  helped 
offset  the  downturn  in  home 
moving.  Moving  services 


Olsen  rules  himself  out  of  top  C&W  post 


By  Eric  Reguly 

RODNEY  OLSEN,  finance 
director  of  Cable  and  Wire¬ 
less,  has  ruled  himself  from 
contention  for  the  chief  execu¬ 
tive's  post,  virtually  ensuring 
the  job  will  go  to  an  outsider. 


Mr  Olsen,  acting  chief  execu¬ 
tive  after  the  board  ousted 
Lord  Young,  executive  chair¬ 
man.  and  James  Ross,  chief 
executive,  late  last  month,  was 
considered  the  leading  inter¬ 
nal  candidate.  A  New  Zea¬ 
lander,  he  oversaw  the 


acquisition  of  Hong  Kong 
Telecom,  the  most  valuable 
company  within  the  group, 
and  became  finance  director 
in  1987. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  board 
committee  charged  with  find¬ 
ing  a  new  chief  executive  —  a 


task  expected  to  take  six 
months. 

Separately,  the  company 
said  its  lawyers  are  discussing 
a  pay-off  package  that  may  be 
due  to  Lord  Young  even 
though  he  had  no  employment 
contract 


losses  increased  substantially 
because  of  “severe  price  com¬ 
petition’'  in  northern  Europe 
and  start-up  losses  in  eastern 
European  operations. 

Exd  Logistics  was  particu¬ 
larly  hard  hit  by  the  tough 
market  conditions,  which  saw 
margin  erosion,  as  well  as 
increased  development  costs. 

The  picture  in  Europe  re¬ 
mained  bleak  as  losses  deep¬ 
ened  to  £10.1  million  (£4.8 
million  loss),  although  acqui¬ 
sitions  helped  revenues  in¬ 
crease  41  per  cent  to  £305 
million. 

North  America  was  also  a 
tough  market  Operating  prof¬ 
its  tumbled  49  per  cent  to  £14.7 
million,  on  turnover  down  I 
per  cent  to  £716  million. 

A  final  dividend  of  2.6p, 
payable  on  February  20,  gives 
a  maintained  total  of  7.1p  for 
foe  year,  uncovered  by  a  drop 
in  earnings  to  2p  (II2p)  a 
share.  Gearing  rose  to  29.6  per 
cent  (7.8  per  cent). 


improvements  in  its  film  and  television.  **  \ntxay  - 

divisions.  But  recreation  profits  were  hit  by  - 

turnover  faffing  6  per  cent  and  profit  by  around  Ub  mffiwiias.. 
bingo  admissions  dropped  11  per  cent  over  ten  rammsto 

November  4  For  the  twelve  months  to  November  4  total 

operating  profit  rose  11  per  cent  to  £250  mfllion.  •  ~  "  " 

Total  profits  at  Rank  Xerox,  the  photocopier  cmnp^jvrose  • 
30  per  cent  for  the  nine  months  to  September  ^-although  : 
received  profit  was  lower  owing  to  Rank’s  £620  mutton 
disposal  of  40  percent  of  its  holding,  which  reduced  me  pro® 
contribution  from  33  to  20  per  cent.  •  :  v.V. 

Blick  debt  tumbles 

.BLICK,  the  manufacturer  of  time  control  and  security- 
equipment,  expects  gearing,  which  has  fallen  from  ia  peak  of 
167  per  cent  in  late  1993  to  41  per  cent  in  September,  to  be 
eliminated  altogether  by  March  1996.  Yesterday  the  company-; 
reported  a  rise  in  pre-tax  profits  to  £142  mfllion  from  £1226  ~ 
mfllinn  for  the  year  to  September  30.  Earnings  improved  to : 
342p  a  share  from  29.7p.  The  total  dividend  is  increased  to 
l3p  a  share  from  11.5p  with  a  9p  final,  due  on  April  3.  The 
shares  fell  IOp  to  4 26p.  Alan  Elliot,  the  chairman*  said  he 
remained  optimistic  about  the  outlook  for  the  current  year, 
despite  the  patchy  economic  recovery. 

Rolls  wins  $250m  order 

ROLLS-ROYCE,  the  UK  aeroengines  manufacturer,  added 
to  its  swelling  order  book  yesterday  with  a  $250  million  - 
contract  to  supply  engines  for  (JS-built  Gulfrtreazn  corporate ' 
jets.  The  company  said  the  order  would  take  production  of 
Tay  engines  for  the  Gulfstream  IV-SP  aircraft  into  the  next  • 
century.  John  Cheffins,  managing  director  of  Rofls-Rpyce 
Commercial  Aero  Engines,  said:  "This  new  Tay  order  further 
cements  the  relationship  between  our  two  companies  and 
takes  the  total  number  of  Rolls-Royce  engines  entered  for 
Gulfstream  aircraft  to  more  than  2300  since  the  GI  entered 
service  in  1959." 

BTP  acquires  TCC 

BTP.  the  specialist  chemicals  group  that  raised  £52  million 
through  a  rights  issue  in  February,  is  acquiring  TCC.  based 
in  North  Wales,  from  Monsanto  for  £3.6  million,  extending  - 
its  range  of  biocides,  which  are  used  in  soap  production.  BTP 
also  announced  a  rise  in  pre-tax  profits  to  £21  mfllion  from 
£18.1  mfllion  in  the  six  months  to  the  end  of  September. 
Earnings  per  share  rose  to  9.07p  from  8.83p,  and  the  interim 
dividend  of  3.S5p,  due  on  February  12  rises  from  3.68p.  The 
shares  rose  13p  to  272p.  Steve  Hannam.  chief  executive,  said: 
“Continued  raw  material  price  increases  were  a  significant 
factor  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  but  these  have  now  eased.” 

Hill  Hire  on  the  climb 

HILL  HIRE,  the  commerual  vehicle  lure  company, 
yesterday  announced  strong  interim  results  for  the  six 
months  to  September  30  in  the  wake  of  its  Acquisition  of 
EuroTrailer  Rental  Limited  in  April.  Pre-tax  profits  rose  to 
£1.47  million  from  £933,000.  Earnings  per  share  grew  from 
3.92p  to  43p.  and  an  interim  dividend  of  123p  will  be  paid  on 
January  31,  up  15  per  cent  on  last  year.  John  Priestley, 
chairman,  said:  “The  investment  we  have  made  in  extending 
our  fleet  and  facilities,  and  tile  significant  progress  we  have 
so  far  attained,  give  us  great  confidence." 
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ACCOUNTANCY 


Europe’s  fight  against  fraud 


Noel  Hepworth  assesses  the  steps 
that  have  been  taken  to  ensure 
efficient  use  of  Community  funds 


The  1995  Report  of  the 
European  Court  of  Au¬ 
ditors,  published  on 
November  14.  was  another 
excuse  for  Euro-bashing  rath¬ 
er  than  the  considered  re¬ 
sponse  that  could  have  been 
hoped  for  given  the  great 
strides  that  have  beat  made  by 
the  European  Commission  to 
reduce  fraud  and  achieve  bet¬ 
ter  financial  management. 

There  was.  again,  a  failure 
to  recognise  that  much  blame 
for  lack  of  control  of  European 
funds  ties  with  governments. 
They  can  be  unwilling  to  agree 
to  the  Commission  having  the 
appropriate  powers;  they  can 
abuse  the  intentions  of  the 
European  funding  schemes,  or 
they  can  be  plain  incompetent 
in  policing  those  schemes. 

The  reaction  to  the  1994 
audit  report  showed  there  was 
considerable  misunderstand¬ 
ing  about  where  responsibility 
lay  for  the  misuse  of  European 
Community  funds,  especially 
over  their  fraudulent  use.  The 
Commission  was  largely 
blamed,  with  nation  states 
largely  exonerated. 

Shifting  the  biame  to  others 
is  a  fairly  standard  political 
response.  What  was  unusual 
about  the  reaction  to  the  1994 
report  was  that  there  was  no 


Merger 

mania 

THIS  week  the  councils  of  the 
English  ICA  and  Cima.  the 
management  accounting 
body,  decide  whether  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  merger  negotia¬ 
tions  by  sending  detailed 
proposals  to  their  members. 
One  figure  which  will  proba¬ 
bly  not  appear  is  the  estimated 
cost  of  getting  the  whole  effort 
io  a  vote.  With  107.000  memb¬ 
ers  to  convince,  the  English 
JCA-alone_faces  a  bill  of  E12 
million  for  surveys.' consultan¬ 
cy  and  mailings.  But  it  intends 


well-articulated  response  to 
identify  and  promote  an  alter¬ 
native  view.  The  result  was. 
and  is,  to  create  adverse 
images  about  the  European 
Union  which  are  unfair,  and 
damaging  to  EU  institutions 
and  to  the  democratic  process¬ 
es  in  each  member  state, 
because  they  allow  govern¬ 
ments  to  avoid  responsibility 
for  their  own  inadequacies. 

The  problems  in  securing 
efficiency  and  effectiveness  in 
the  use  of  Community  funds 
arise  at  the  outset  —  with  the 
legislative  process.  The  polit¬ 
ical  imperative  is  to  achieve  an 
acceptable  agreement  which 
can  conflict  with  producing 
robust  legislation  capable  of: 

□  delivering  the  same  political 
objectives  and  programmes 
throughout  the  EU;  and 

□  securing  strong  control 
processes. 

The  administrative  arrange¬ 
ments  then  compound  these 
problems.  A  form  of  shared 
management  exists  between 
the  Commission  and  govern¬ 
ments  for  the  activities  flowing 
from  the  legislative  processes. 
The  Commission  allocates . 
funds  and  makes  payments 
generally  to  beneficiaries  via 
member  states.  Governments 
are  largely  responsible  for  au¬ 


to  remain  jolly  about  the 
whole  issue.  Members  should 
get  all  the  bumph  amongst 
their  Christmas  cards. 

Test  card 

GEOFF  WHITTINGTON, 
owes  his  allegiance  to  Price 
Waterhouse,  who  sponsor  him 
as  professor  of  accounting  at 
Cambridge.  But  at  a  PW  con¬ 
ference  this  week  Whittingon 
revealed  that  his  first  task  ev¬ 
ery  day  is  to  seek  information 


Noel  Hepworth  says  accountants  have  a  role  to  play 


thorising  individual  payments 
under  Commission  rules. 

The  processes  are  not  trans¬ 
parent  Therefore  blame  for 
failure  is  easy  to  shift.  There  is 
as  much  a  question  mark  over 
the  quality  of  administration  in 
some  member  states  as  there  is 
over  the  Commission,  and  with 
the  latter  we  have  seen  strenu¬ 
ous  efforts  to  improve  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  administration  over  the 


from  another  accounting  firm. 
Coopers  &  Lybrand  have  put 
their  cricket  ratings  on  the 
Internet.  So  every  morning  as 
the  good  professor  switches  on 
his  PC  it  tells  him  who  is  cur¬ 
rently  the  best  Test  batsman 
in  the  world. 

A  course  too  far 

JEFF  WOOLER,  the  indefati¬ 
gable  accountancy  tutor,  has 
long  been  famous  for  having 
more  letters  after  his  name 


past  12  months,  not  least  the 
announcements  on  November 
8  on  sound  and  efficient  finan¬ 
cial  management. 

A  key  initiative  has  been  the 
added  emphasis  on  fighting 
fraud.  The  Commission  has 
reinforced  its  protection  of  the 
financial  interests  of  the  EU  by 
the  appointment  of  a  Commis¬ 
sioner.  Anita  Gradin,  with 
responsibility  for  the  anti- 


than  a  tin  of  alaphaber  soup. 
But  his  enthusiasm  to  encour¬ 
age  others  to  do  the  same  has 
landed  him  in  trouble.  The 
English  ICA  has  reprimanded 
and  fined  him  £1.000  after  ac¬ 
tion  by  Camden  Council,  it 
had  taken  Wooler  to  court  for 
advertising  an  MBA  course 
which  had  not  been  accredited 
by  a  recognised  university. 
His  plea  that  the  course  had 
since  been  accredited  by  the 
University  of  Kampala  failed 
to  save  him  from  the  fine. 


fraud  programme;  The  result 
has  been  a  series  of  proposals 
to  strengthen  the  EU  treaties, 
designed  to  combat  fraud. 

The  constant  need  to  recon¬ 
cile  different  interests,  coupled 
with  a  concern  by  some  govern¬ 
ments  not  to  add  to  the  Com¬ 
mission's  powers,  continues  to 
make  the  introduction  of  an 
effective  anti-fraud  operational 
environment  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion  difficult.  Any  initiative  to 
reinforce  the  protection  of  EU 
financial  interests  has  to  tackle 
the  division  of  responsibilities 
between  the  Commission  and 
governments. 

The  real  message  of  the  1994 
and  1995  reports  is  that  success 
in  improving  efficiency  and 
effectiveness  in  the  use  of 
Community  funds  lies  with  all 
EU  institutions.  Governments 
should  not  be  allowed  to  escape 
their  share  of  the  blame,  and 
success  depends  very  much 
upon  the  co-operation,  support 
and  efficiency  of  governments, 
which  are  not  necessarily 
forthcoming. 

The  critics  of  the  EU  appear 
to  have  failed  to  recognise  the 
success  of  the  Commission  to 
achieve  greater  value  for 
money.  The  accountancy  pro¬ 
fession.  with  its  emphasis 
upon  “true  and  fair”  percep¬ 
tions.  has  some  responsibility 
to  set  the  record  straight 

The  author  is  chairman  of  the 
Public  Sector  Committee  of  the 
European  Federation  of  Accoun¬ 
tants  and  director  of  the  Char¬ 
tered  institute  of  Public  Finance 
and  Accountancy 


Body  politics 

ACCOUNTING  standards 
and  the  French,  like  nuclear 
bombs  and  New  Zealand 
Prime  Ministers,  do  not  go 
well  together.  Sir  Bryan 
Carsberg,  chairman  of  the 
International  Accounting 
Standards  Board,  was  m  Paris 
last  week  to  talk  to  regulators. 
In  particular  he  tried  to  con¬ 
vince  them  of  the  value  of 
some  of  foe  American-inspir¬ 
ed  accounting  rules.  “Wrong 

thing  to  say,"  he  said.  “?  could 

tell  by  foe  body  language." 


Slow  journey  ahead 
for  Cadbury  Mark  2 


Robert  Bruce 


THERE  are  some  economic  indicators 
economists  know  nothing  about  One  of 
them  should  be  known  as  foe  corporate 
governance  indicator.  Tracking  this  indica¬ 
tor  suggests  the  corporate  sector  and  boards 
of  directors  generally  are  about  to  enjoy  a 
period  of  steady  expansion  through  the  next 
three  years.  How  do  we  know  this?  Simple 
the  successor  body  to  the  Cadbury  committee 
on  corporate  governance  has  announced  that 
“wait  and  see”  will  be  its  motto. 

In  other  words  the  cycle  of  enthusiasm 
about  corporate  governance  has  reached  foe 
bottom  of  a  trough,  or.  depending  on  your 
point  of  view,  foe  top  of  a  curve.  Corporate 
governance  is  only  fashionable  in  a  reces¬ 
sion.  At  that  point  in  the  cyde  boards  of 
directors,  and  finance  directors  in  particular, 
know  that  sooner  or  later  all  their  mistakes 
will  come  out  in  the  wash.  The  more 
prolonged  foe  recession  foe  more  their  errors 
of  strategy  and  the  accounting  methods  used 
to  camouflage  them  will  become  apparent 
To  salvage  anything  from 
this  embarrassment  eminent 
members  of  foe  corporate 
sector  form  a  committee  to 
ensure  thai“  this  sort  of  thing  mF  B  1 

cannot  happen  again".  Jjti&k  ^ 

Corporate  governance  and  iggg| 

statements  about  response 
bAity  are  fine  when  all  a  iTflbCsS 
company  is  doing  is  treading 
water.  In  an  economic  up- 
turn  when  mergers,  acquisi- 
tions  and  deals,  to  say  'wh,,  ■ 

nothing  of  chief  executives' 
egos  and  share  options,  fuel  ^ 

a  firestorm  of  activity  then  f™“ 

the  niceties  of  corporate  gov¬ 
ernance,  to  put  it  politely,  _ 

tend  to  take  a  bade  seat 

Hence  the  worries  surround-  IvUI 

ing  the  delay  over  setting  up  go 

the  successor  to  Cadbury 

and  its  extreme  reticence 

about  the  need  to  do  anything  now  that  it  has 

been  set  up. This  should  corneas  no  surprise. 

The  wonderfully  orchestrated  delay  In  even 

setting  up  foe  successor  committee  and  foe 

lacklustre  comments  during  that  delay  on  its 

possible  agenda,  had  already  told  their  own 

story. 


cators  management  of  foe  possible  ‘overload’  of 
ne  of  financial  reporting  proposals”, 
mate  The  original  Cadbury  committee  recom- 
ndica-  mended  that  the  Financial  Reporting  Coun- 
oards  cfl  “should  appoint  a  new  committee  by  the 
ijoy  a  end  of  June  1995  to  examine  how  far 
e  next  compliance  with  the  Code  of  Best  Practice 
triple:  has  progressed,  how  far  our  other  reoom- 
nittee  men  da  tions  have  been  implemented,  and 
d  that  whether  the  code  needs  updating”.  This  was 
announced  in  1992,  which  you  would  have 
siasm  thought  was  reasonable  notice.  But  it  was  not 

Ml  foe  until  November  22  this  year  that  Sir  Sydney 
your  announced  the  successor  committee  and  its 
•orate  new  chairman.  Sir  Ronnie  Hampel  of  1C1. 
reces-  In  May,  Sir  Adrian  Cadbury  bowed  out 
ds  of  with  a  press  conference  showing  the  encour- 
cuiar,  aging  levels  of  disclosure  of  compliance  with 
Hakes  the  Code.  And  he  and  other  members  were 
more  bubbling  over  with  work  that  their  successor 
OTors  committee  would  have  to  taritfe. 
iused  Sir  Adrian  said  that  it  would  “ha  ve  a  major 

went  job  in  simply  looking  at  what  happened  as  a 
result  of  the  Code".  He 
P  talked  of  whether  the  guide- 

lines  were  entirely  appropri- 
'gr.  •  ate  for  all  listed  companies; 

y  'Wm  tHawl  of  the  issue  of  “going  con- 

H  cem";  and,  enthusiastically, 

Rv  W§  about  how,  with  more  spon- 

the  committee's  work 
could  be  broadened.  All  this 
UujW.yft  X  ]  was  recommended  on  cop  of 
ffijpFc the  considerable  list  ofissues 
'  %5225ffl  that  the  committee’s  original 

report  had  said  its  successor 
“may  wish  to  review  or 

_  consider  in  greater  detail" 

“In  retrospect,"  Mike 
Sand! and.  another  commit- 

- tee  member,  said  at  that 

ROBFRT  Press  conference;  “we  may 

have  been  a  bit  timid." 

JtSRUCE  But  they  could  not  have 

contemplated  bow  timid  the  : 
...  ...  successor  committee  was  in-  i 

it  has  tended  to  be.  Hampel  is.  as  he  said  when  he  I 
ptnse‘  announced  as  chairman,  “a  strong  ! 

even  believer  in  good  corporate  governance".  But 
a  the  what  no  one  believes  in  any  longer  is 
wilts  maintaining  the  Cadbury  impetus. 

own  The  new  committee  has  its  first  meeting 
next  month.  Despite  the  workload  suggested” 


bow^d  out  as  head  of  the  Financial  Reporting  committee,  Hampd  said  “We  have  «rtto|3 
CounaLhis  assessment  of  its  first  three  years  through  next  yeart  cycle  of SnSS 
was  enthusiastic  a  hour  widenina  ihp  finan.  _ _ _  57°  or  annual  reports 


was  enthusiastic  about  widening  foe  finan-  before  we  take  soundings.  TbenperinKwe 


successor.  Sir  Sydney  Up  worth,  was  talking 
about  the  issues  in  the  next  annual  review, 
which  itself  suffered  slippage  until  Last 
February,  foe  FRC  was  talking  of  “foe 


. - - — —  U  U  ICUUUCU,  uy 

the  end  of  1997."  This  valuable  economic 
indicator  suggests  there  is  going  to  be  a 
tremendous  boom  in  foe  corporate  sector 
over  foe  next  few  years. 
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Shares  mark  time  in  thin  trading 
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TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  alter  the  day  of  trade.  Chan; 
die  previous  day's  close,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  is  ex-dividend-  C 
price/eamings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  7 


NATIONAL  LOTTERY 


Lottery  bluep 


When  Virginia  Bot- 
tomley  addresses 
business  leaders  in 
London  today,  she 
"2J1  clear  of  ministerial  plari- 

m  ^  a,  speech  de^end' 
mg  the  National  Lottery  and 

defining  its  future  role. 

B9h°"lIey*  Secretary  of 
State  for  National  Heritage,  will 
P^lse,  benefits  the  lottery  has 
brought  to  millions  of  people'in  its 
r  and  the  E1J22  billion 
already  earmarked  for  good 
causes.  She  will  call,  however,  for 
more  money  to  go  to  the  local 
comm  unities  most  in  need  and 
mdustry  and  commerce  to 
SSL™  opportunities  offered  by 
ottay  funding  to  support  project 
in  the  areas  in  which  they  operate. 

. o  rorum  is  the  annual  meeting 
of  Business  in  the  Community,  a 

10  suPPort  economic 
and  social  regeneration  of  commu¬ 
nities.  Backed  by  400  companies,  it 
will  want  to  play  its  part  in  carrying 

out  the  minister's  message. 

,kThlLai?pe  for  busmess  to  take  up 
the  challenge  is  underlined  by  a 
survey  of  160  leading  companies 
commissioned  by  the  charity  and 
published  today,  which  finds  that 
only  one  in  eight  has  been  involved 


Tony  Dawe  introduces  a  two-page  report  on  how  the  UK’s 

J^ggklygamble  can  be  encouraged  to  fund  urban  renewal 

1  _ / . ,  _ _  — — — 


mapp,i  cations  for  lottery  funds  but 
most  would  like  to  be.  The  survey, 
by  accountants  KPMG.  reports 
tnat  companies  have  failed  to  take 
part  b&ause  they  did  not  under¬ 
stand  the  application  process  or  did 
no!  realwe  they  had  a  role  to  fulfil. 

Todays  developments  follow  an 
announcement  yesterday  by  the 
Sports  Council,  one  of  the  five 
bodies  which  distribute  lottery 
nmds.  that  it  has  identified  7G  areas 
of  sporting  and  social  deprivation 
and  will  welcome  applications  for 
projects  to  help  these  areas.  It  will 
provide  almost  all  the  funds. 

.  Mrs  Bottom  ley  hopes  to  see 
similar  policies  emerge  from  the 
other  four  bodies,  the  Arts  CoundL 
National  Heritage  Memorial 
Fund  National  Lotteries  Charity 
Board  and  the  Millennium  Com¬ 
mission,  responsible  for  supporting 
lasting  and  memorable  projects. 

The  Millennium  Commission 
has  made  some  of  the  largest 
awards  so  far.  including  £50  mil¬ 
lion  to  the  Tate  Gallery  to  establish 
a  new  national  gallery  of  modem 


The  secret  to 
finding  a 
winning  line 

The  best  argument  wins  in  the 
contest  for  lottery  funds 


Mrs  Bottom! ey  has  high  hopes 

art  in  London,  and  E40  million  for  a 
facelift  to  Portsmouth  Harbour, 
which  will  be  celebrated  with  a 
New  Year's  Eve  spectacular  on 
December  31. 1999. 

Between  them,  the  five  bodies 
have  awarded  2J00  grants  from 
the  funds  they  have  received,  which 


amount  to  28  per  cent  of  the  total 
receipts  from  the  lottery.  Most  of 
the  grants  have  been  for  less  than 
£100.000  and  have  been  warmly 
welcomed.  A  few  awards,  however, 
have  attracted  widespread 
criticism. 

Distributing  bodies  have  been 
accused  of  favouring  "fat  cats  and 
oddballs".  The  loudest  populist 
voices  have  been  raised  against  the 
£85  million  awarded  to  the  Royal 
Opera  House  and  the  Sadler’s 
Wells  Foundation  to  redevelop 
their  London  theatres.  At  the  other 
end  of  the  scale,  a  £100,000  grant  to 
a  group  working  with  prostitutes 
and  £183,000  to  help  counsel 
traumatised  victims  of  the  civil  war 
in  Somalia  have  also  been  con¬ 
demned  as  unsuitable. 

The  lack  of  help  for  needy  causes, 
especially  in  inner  cities,  has  re¬ 
mained  the  most  persistent  criti¬ 
cism  and  is  the  one  which  business 
is  expected  to  help  solve.  Business 
in  the  Community  wholeheartedly 
supports  the  recommendation  in 
todays  survey  that  the  way  for¬ 


ward  is  through  partnerships  be¬ 
tween  the  private,  public  and 
voluntary  sectors. 

"Business  can  offer  unique  ad¬ 
vantages:  the  expertise  to  manage 
projects  and  the  professional  skills 
of  accountants,  architects  and  law¬ 
yers."  says  Lucy  Grey,  a  charily 
official.  “One  way  it  can  help  is  by 
coordinating  small  projects,  which 
might  not  normally  be  considered 
for  lottery  grants,  into  joint  exer¬ 
cises.  If  one  youth  dub  needed 
money  for  a  football  kit,  for 
example,  local  businesses  might  be 
able  to  find  others  and  co-ordinate 
a  joint  application." 

Todays  survey  is  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  to  a  more  detailed 
rate  which  will  seek  the 
views  of  companies  and 
local  councils  on  the  system  govern¬ 
ing  lottery  cash  bids  and  awards  to 
good  causes.  It  will  investigate  the 
complexity  of  the  bidding  process 
and  contacts  with  the  bodies  which 
distribute  funds,  and  is  a  joint 
exercise  involving  the  Association 
of  District  Councils,  the  Association 
of  Metropolitan  Authorities,  Busi¬ 
ness  in  Sport  and  Leisure,  the  Chief 
Leisure  Officers  Association  and 
Business  in  the  Community. 


How  Portsmouth  Harbour  may  look  as  the  millennium  dawns 


Tipsters,  statisticians  and 
clairvoyants  by  the 
score  have  all  offered 
advice  on  how  to  win  the 
National  Lottery.  Now  the 
professional  classes,  including 
accountants,  architects  and 
planners,  are  queueing  up  to 
advise  on  how  to  win  lottery 
funds.  Tony  Dawe  writes. 

,  With  competition  for  grants 

becoming  increasingly  fierce, 
many  organisations  have  real- 
ism  they  need  all  the  help  they 
can  get  if  their  project  is  to 
succeed. 

Among  those  offering  advice 
is  KPMG,  the  accountants 
firm,  which  has  assembled  a 
team  of  experts  in  different 
fields  led  by  " lottery  partner" 

Jamra  Froomberg.  While  he 
specialises  in  major  schemes 
worth  more  than  £5  million, 
his  advice  on  how  best  to 
present  a  project  applies  to  all 
applications. 

The  first  rule,  of  course,  is  to 
decide  which  of  the  five  bodies 
distributing  lottery  cash  will 
be  most  interested  in  your 
project  is  it  arts,  sports  or 
heritage?  If  you  represent  a 
charity  and  your  project  fits 
into  one  of  those  categories, 
you  might  be  bet¬ 
ter  off  applying 
to  the  appropri¬ 
ate  body  rather 
than  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Lottery 
Charities  Board, 
which  probably 
has  the  most  dif¬ 
ficult  job  of  all  in 
trying  to  allocate 
£300  million- 
worth  of  grants 
to  thousands  of 
deserving 
causes. 

Competition 
for  grants  from 
the  Millennium 
Commission, 
charged  with  James  Froomberg: 
funding  lasting  helps  to  put  the  case 
and  memorable 
projects,  is  the  toughest  of  alL  c 
It  received  1 ,400  proposals  for  r 
its  first  round  of  funds,  invited  s 
550  to  make  detailed  applica-  t 
dons  and  shortlisted  S3  before  t 
choosing  just  27.  n 

Another  factor  in  deciding  v 

which  body  to  approach  is  tl 

how  much  money  you  will 
have  to  raise  yourself.  The  L 
Arts  Council  will  fund  up  to  75  1} 

per  cent  of  projects  (90  per  cent  k 
i  for  very  small  ones}:  die  Sports  C 
Council  provides  up  to  65  per  a 
cent  but  has  just  announced  it  it 
,  will  offer  90  per  cent  or  more  pi 
for  projects  in  deprived  inner-  Jo 
city  areas;  the  National  Heri¬ 
tage  Memorial  Fund  calls  for  ar 
some  unquaritified  partner-  5.1 
ship  funding,  while  the  Mp-  C« 
lennium  Commission  will  ar 
assistwithonlyhalfthecosL  co 
Most  of  these  bodies  will  of 
accept  grants  from  local  au-  nn 
thorities  and  European  re-  £4 
gional  development  funds  as  pr 
part  of  your  contribution  but.  ed 
if  you  are  a  small  voluntary  ] 
organisation,  Mr  Froomberg  m« 
advises  discussing  with  the  air 
relevant  distributing  body  ex*  ■  su] 
actly  what  might  count  as  a  nol 
contribution.  foo 

“You  may  be  able  to  per-  shi 

suade  them  to  count  the  cost  of  I 
free  labour  and  donations  you  ass 
have  received  as  part  of  your  apf 
contribution."  he  says.  “If  your  ing 
project  involves  replacing  an  era 
old  building,  you  might  he  mif 
able  to  count  its  value  as  typ< 


and  part  of  your  contribution", 
the  When  applying.  Mr 
red  Froomberg  advises:  “The  most 
the  important  thing  for  any  organ- 
tiie  isation  is  to  read  the  applica- 
ing  tion  guidelines  from  cover  to 
md  cover,  time  and  time  again, 
i  to  That  will  tell  you  everything 
ery  you  need  to  know. 

“Start  by  putting  a  toe  in  the 
nts  water  with  the  distributing 
ce.  body,  then  put  in  a  bid, 
af-  supporting  your  claims  with 
ley  some  degree  of  depth." 
to  If  the  body  likes  the  project. 

you  will  need  to  present  it  in 
ice  the  most  professional  manner 
its  possible.  That  can  involve 
a  large  sums  of  money,  so  you 

mt  needtoknowfhatithasagood 
t"  chance  of  success  before  you 
he  start. 

es  You  need  to  provide  detailed  I 
n.  drawings,  a  detailed  descrip- 
to  .  tion  of  how  the  project  will  be 
ill  funded  and  a  business  plan  to  j 
explain  how  it  will  operate 
to  when  completed, 
ss  “One  of  the  most  important 
ill  things  a  successful  bid  re-  I 
ir  quires  is  public  support,”  Mr 
>r  Froombeig  adds.  “Distribut- 
a  ing  bodies  are  worried  about 
ts  getting  things  wrong  and  at- 

s,  trading  unnecessary  media 

criticism.  At  the 
crudest  level,  or¬ 
ganisations 
should  get  up  a 
petition  but  good 
public  relations  I 
and  market  re-  I 
search  will 
achieve  more. 

The  distribut¬ 
ing  bodies  I  j 
should  be  moni-  J 
taring  reaction  in 
the  local  press,  so 
get  organisations 
like  tiie  Rotary  j 
Club,  chamber  of  j  I 
commerce,  j 
schools,  colleges  j  I 
and  the  Women’s  I 
'roomberg:  Institute  along-  9 

put  the  case  side  you.  j  I 

“You  must  un-  I 
derline  the  benefit  to  the  com-  I 
munity  tif  your  project.  Will  it  [  I 
attract  tourists,  boost  local  j  | 
businesses,  help  the  disadvan-  j  I 
taged  and  unemployed?  How  I  I 
many  different  communities  I 
will  the  project  serve  and  do  I  I 
they  really  want  it?"  I 

Hackney  council,  in  East  J  I 
London,  proved  the  value  of  I 
this  approach  when  it  sought  I 
lottery  funds  from  the  Sports  I 
Council  for  a  new  leisure  j  | 
centre.  It  carried  out  a  feasibil-  I 

ity  study  and  developed  the  j  I 
plans  in  partnership  with  the  I 
local  community.  J  8 

Public  meetings  were  held  I 
and  a  questionnaire  sent-  to  I  I 
5.000  households  in  the  area.  I  I 
Community  groups,  schools  I  I 
and  sports  dubs  were  also  j  I 
consulted  to  ensure  the  needs  I  I 
of  a  diverse  community  were  j  | 
met  The  council  duly  received  j  I 
£4.8  million  towards  the  I  I 
project,  which  wOl  be  complet-  j  I 
ed  in  1998.  I 

Mr  Froomberg  also  recom-  I  I 
mends  that  organisations  ex-  J  I 
amine  any  other  financial  ]  I 
support  available.  “There  is  I 
nothing  like  a  £50  million  j  I 
lottery  bid  to  knock  a  partner-  J  I 
ship  together,"  he  says.  I 

More  subtle  advice  includes  j  I 
assessing  what  has  already  I  I 
appealed  to  different  distribut-  I 

ing  bodies  and  whether  gaps  I 

exist  in  their  portfolio  so  they  I 

might  be  seeking  a  particular  I  I 
type  of  project  L 


IMPROVE 

TOUR 

CHANCES  IN 

THE 

LOTTERY 


KPMG  can  help  your  company  or  organisation  be  a  winner  in  the  National  Lottery. 

Tie  Anns’  specialist  lottery  Advisory  Team  can  help  your  chances  of  success  by  guiding  you  through  the  bid  strategy  and  advising 
on  such  aspects  as  corporate  structures,  fimding  appraisals,  risk  assessment  and  project  monitoring,  which  can  all  enhance 
your  submission.  Clients  who  have  already  benefited  from  our  expertise  include  The  National  Exhibition  Centre.  Engbsh  National 

Opera,  Middleton  Botanic  Garden -a  national  botanic  garden  for  Wales  and  SCRAN  2000 -a  Scottish  Cultural  Resources  project 

If  you  have  a  potential  major  lottery  bid  which  you  think  may  qualify  for  fimding,  don't  leave  anything  to  chance, 

contact  our  Lottery  Advisory  Team  on  0171  311  1000. 


means  business 


34  NATIONAL  LOTTERY 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  7 1995 


Tony  Dawe  on  the  policy  change  that  puts  inner-city  fitness  and  leisure  needs  before  costly  prestige  projects 


A  sporting 
chance  for 
town  and 
country 


Inner-city  areas  with  few  sport¬ 
ing  facilities  are  being  targeted 
as  potential  recipients  of  funds 
horn  the  National  Lottery  in  a 
significant  change  of  policy  by  the 
Sports  Council,  one  of  the  five 
bodies  which  distribute  lottery 
cash. 

The  council  announced  yesterday 
that  it  has  identified  70  areas  of 
“sporting  and  social  need”  in 
England  and  will  write  to  local 
authorities  in  these  areas,  urging 
them  to  support  applications  for 
funds  for  sporting  projects.  It  also 
said  it  would  be  prepared  to  fund 
90  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  such 
schemes  and.  in  exceptional  cases, 
even  more. 

The  council  has  previously  pro¬ 
vided  up  to  65  per  cent  of  the  total 
costs  and  has  reacted  to  applica¬ 
tions  instead  of  seeking  them  out. 
Since  the  lottery  began,  it  has 
awarded  £124  million  to  789 
schemes  involving  41  sports,  from 
angling  to  weightlifting. 

“This  announcement  marks  the 
first  in  a  series  of  initiatives  by  the 
Sports  Council."  said  Derek  Casey, 
the  council's  chief  executive,  yester¬ 
day.  “We  are  currently  looking  at  a 
similar  initiative  for  rural  areas 
and  will  be  announcing  this  early 
next  year." 

The  70  areas  have  been  selected 
from  the  Department  of  the  Envir¬ 
onment's  index  of  local  conditions, 
together  with  the  council’s  own 
knowledge  of  sporting  require¬ 
ments  in  England.  The  list  has  been 
chosen  carefully  so  that  in  the 
London  borough  of  Camden,  for 
example,  only  projects  in  the  run¬ 
down  King's  Cross  and  Somers 
Town  areas  will  be  considered,  not 
those  in  affluent  High  gale  and 
Hampstead. 

“We  are  looking  for  projects 
which  will  genuinely  serve  needy 
communities,  not  white  elephants 
or  gin  palaces."  a  council  spokes¬ 
man  said.  Those  most  likely  to  win 
support  are  new  playing  areas 
where  a  number  of  different  games 
such  as  football,  hockey  and  bas¬ 
ketball  could  be  enjoyed,  and 
community  sports  halls  offering  the 
chance  to  sample  several  sports. 

The  council  insists  that  it  is  not 
short  of  applications  but  is  trying  to 
channel  its  funds  in  the  most 
deserving  direction.  “On  just  one 


day  last  week  we  received  applica¬ 
tions  for  £320  million  worth  of 
grants,”  the  spokesman  said.  One 
in  three  applications  has  been 
successful  so  far  but  the  council 
expects  the  competition  to  become 
tougher  after  its  change  in  policy. 

The  council  has  already  made 
major  grants  to  some  deprived 
inner-city  areas.  In  August  it 
awarded  £4.8  million  to  Hackney 
Council  in  east  London  to  help  it 
build  the  Clissold  Leisure  Centre, 
which  will  provide  two  25-metre- 
long  swimming  pools,  a  sports  hall, 
a  fully  equipped  gym,  squash 
courts,  a  health  suite  with  sauna 
and  steam  room  and  a  children's 
“play  world”. 

The  centre  will  replace  a  mixture 
of  1930s  and  1960s  buildings  which 
contain  only  basic  swimming  facili¬ 
ties,  two  community  halls  and  a 
small  gym  and  health  suite.  The 
Sports  Council  approved  the 
project  because  it  was  practical, 
had  great  local  support  and  was  not 
an  unnecessarily  costly  “dream 
scheme”. 

In  September  the  council  an¬ 
nounced  its  biggest  award,  of  £5.75 
million,  to  Smiths  Park,  an  imagi¬ 
native  development  on  derelict  land 
by  the  River  1>ne  in  Newcastle. 
The  money  win  help  to  provide  a 
catalogue  of  facilities  including  two 
full-size  artificial  pitches  for  soccer 
and  hockey,  four  all-weather  courts 
for  basketball,  netball,  five-a-side 
football  and  mini  hockey,  two  grass 
football  pitches,  refurbished  bowl¬ 
ing  greens  and  indoor  bowls  and 
sports  halls. 

On  a  more  modest  scale, 
Plaistow,  in  east  London,  has 
received  £140.000  to  build  a  new 
eight-lane  athletics  trade  in  a  local 
stadium.  In  addition  to  seeking 
inner-city  applications,  the  Sports 
Council  is  now  finalising  toe  fist  of 
rural  areas  it  plans  to  target 
“Country  areas  provide  a  different 
problem  because  facilities  tend  to 
serve  a  wide  area,  leaving  little 
pockets  of  deprivation."  toe  spokes¬ 
man  said. 

The  council  also  announced  yes¬ 
terday  that  it  will  fund  up  to  80  per 
cent  instead  of  65  per  cent  of  the 
costs  of  “dual  use”  projects  which 
link  schools  with  their  communities 
and  local  dubs.  The  new  policy  will 
take  effect  from  next  ApriL 


An  artist's  impression  of  the  stadium  to  replace  Cardiff  Arms  Park  and,  below,  the  proposed  £50m  Welsh  National  Opera  House 


Rugby  or  singing: 
the  Welsh  dilemma 

Two  competing  Cardiff  projects  reveal 
how  the  funds  can  spark  off  squabbles 

A  culture  dash  between  the  They  also  suit  the  commission’s 
twin  passions  of  sport  and  purpose  of  assisting  communities 
singing  is  raging  in  Wales,  to  mark  the  close  of  the  second 
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A  culture  dash  between  the 
twin  passions  of  sport  and 
ringing  is  raging  in  Wales. 
It  now  threatens  to  cause  the 
biggest  controversy  yet  about  the 
distribution  of  lottery  funds.  Tony 
Dawe  writes. 

Two  ambitious  projects  are  ri¬ 
vals  for  a  multiminion  pound 
giant  from  toe  Millennium  Com¬ 
mission.  The  Welsh  Rugby  Union, 
m  partnership  with  South  Glamor¬ 
gan  County  Council,  is  seeking 
£46m  for  a  world-class  stadium  to 
replace  Cardiff  Anns  Park  in  time 
to  host  the  1999  Rugby  World  Cup. 
Meanwhile,  the  Cardiff  Bay  Opera 
House  Trust  wants  £50m  for  a 
permanent  home  for  file  Welsh 
National  Opera  and  “an  architec¬ 
tural  landmark  of  world  stature". 

Both  meet  the  criteria  for  lottery 
funding:  the  75,000-seater  stadium, 
with  a  retractable  roof,  would  help 
revitalise  a  scruffy  part  of  the  city 
centre  and  the  1,750-seater  opera 
bouse  would  be  the  showpiece  of 
the  regenerated  docklands. 


Controversial  grants  dog  heritage  fund 


The  National  Heritage  Me¬ 
morial  Fund  has  beat  dog¬ 
ged  by  controversy  since  it 
was  chosen  to  distribute  National 
Lottery  funds  in  the  heritage 
category. 

The  extra  role  meant  a  radical 
change  of  gear  for  the  NHMF. 
originally  established  in  1980  by 
Lora  St  John  of  Fawsley  when  he 
was  Arts  Minister:  but  it  has  made 
a  rocky  start 

The  NHMF’s  director, 
Georgina  Nayler.  who  had  been 
its  head  for  six  years,  was  forced  to 
resign  when  it  emerged  that  her 
husband's  computer  software 
company  had  won  the  contract  to 
supply  toe  NHMF  with  some  of  its 
new  equipment  No  impropriety 
was  imputed  but  the  potential 
embarrassment  for  what  had  sud¬ 
denly  become  a  high-profile 
quango  was  too  great  to  let  the 
incident  pass  by. 

In  its  first  lottery  fist  toe  NHMF 
provoked  a  row  when  it  gave  more 
than  £13  million  to  acquire  the 
Churchill  papers  for  the  nation 
from  toe  Churchill  family,  an 
archive  which  some  had  assumed 
already  belonged  to  the  nation. 

The  NHMF  still  has  its  ordinary 
revenue  grant  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  National  Heritage,  though 
this  is  reducing  from  £8.8  million 
this  year  to  £8  million  in  1996-97 
and  £7.5  million  in  the  years  after 


ALMOST  all  profits  from  the 
Spanish  lottery,  the  world's  oldest 
and  largest,  go  to  the  state.  Edward 
Owen  writes.  However,  specific 
draws  are  nominated  in  the  annual 
state  budget  to  fund  specific  causes. 

This  year  the  profits  from  the 
sates  of  two  numbered  ticket  draws 
went  to  the  Red  Cross.  Two  other 
draws  favoured  the  Association 
Against  Cancer  and  a  third  helped 
to  finance  the  Sierra  Nevada  World 
Siding  Championships. 

Previous  events  staged  in  Spain, 
such  as  the  World.  Cup  in  1982.  the 
Expo  World  Fair  and  toe  Olympic 
Games  in  1992  have  also  benefited. 

In  the  twice-weekly  numbered 
ticket  lotteries.  70  per  cent  of 
receipts  are  distributed  in  prizes,  25 
per  cent  goes  to  the  Treasury  and 
five  per  cent  is  withheld  for 
administration. 

Last  year  Spaniards  staked  £6.2 
billion  on  lotteries.  Just  one  draw 
alone,  the  special  Christmas  state 


Simon  Tait 
details  the  rows 
and  the 

embarrassments 

that.  The  distinction  between  the 
sources  of  income  is  subtle,  and 
some  confusion  greeted  a  recent 
grant  to  tire  Dulwich  Picture 
Gallery  which  partly  illustrates 
the  dividing  fine. 

In  September,  toe  gallety  re¬ 
ceived  one  of  toe  largest  grants  the 
NHMF  has  ever  given  to  establish 
an  endowment  The  size,  £3  mil¬ 
lion,  made  it  look  like  lottery 
money,  but  it  was  not 

It  is  the  kind  of  grant  some  say 
ought  to  be  made  from  the 
National  Lottery  but  under  cur¬ 
rent  rules  cannot  be.  The  gallery 
had  recently  acquired  a  new 
chairman  of  trustees.  Lord 
Sains  bury  of  Preston  Candover, 
and  reorganised  itself  as  a  charity 
separate  from  Dulwich  College. 
The  grant  could  not  have  come 
from  the  Heritage  Lottery  Fund 
because  endowments  from  it  can 
only  be  made  to  lottery-funded 
capital  projects. 

The  NHMF  has  to  be  a  last 
resort  to  save  items  of  national 
heritage  importance  from  being 


A  nation 
hooked  on 
El  Gordo 

lottery  on  December  22.  El  Gordo 
(The  Fat  One),  will  pay  out  £854 
million  in  prizes  from  ticket  sates 
totalling  £1.219  million. 

This  represents  a  per  capita  stake 
of  £31.25.  By  comparison.  Cameiot 
says  the  average  spending  on  the 
British  lottery  is  £1-34  per  capita 
per  week.  And  El  Gordo  is  just  one 
of  104  raffle-style  lotteries,  drawn 
twice  weekly,  in  addition  to  toe 
state-run  lotto  game  (as  played  in 
Britain]  and  the  football  pools. 

Last  year,  the  Red  Cross  received 
£62  million,  cancer  research  £7.9 
million,  the  football  I’sgue  £2iJ 
million,  the  sports'  council  £20.6 


Marr  Lodge.  Scotland:  part  of  the  grant  to  acquire  the  estate  was  to  pay  for  the  upkeep  of  the  land 


sold  abroad,  or  which  have  a  dear 
memorial  link.  It  is  being  used  to 


The  aims  of  the  Heritage  Lottery 
Fund  are.  in  short,  to  secure. 


focus  on  projects  of  national  conserve  and  improve  assets  of 


monument  proportions,  whereas 
the  Heritage  Lottery  Fund  has  a 
much  broader  sweep  to  take  in 
local  and  regional  heritage. 


importance  to  the  national  heri¬ 
tage  but  in  eluding  those  of  local 
and  regional  significance,  and 
enhance  public  access  and  enjoy- 


mfllion.  the  regional  governments 
£30  million,  and  toe  state  £1.1 
billion.  Neither  the  central  or 
regional  governments  are  obliged 
by  law  to  give  to  worthy  causes 
from  lottery  profits.  “The  only 
beneficiary  is  toe  Treasury,"  says 
Fatima  Godinez,  spokeswoman  for 
the  lotteries  organisation. 

Perhaps  the  world's  best  example 
of  a  lottery  used  to  benefit  the  needy 
is  the  Onoe  lottery  for  the  blind, 
which  has  become  one  of  Spain's 
largest  commercial  organisations. 
Rather  poignantly,  given  its  aid 
beneficiaries,  its  investment  portfo¬ 
lio  indudes  shares  in  a  TV  station. 

This  year  Once  will  earn  £2.06 
billion  oF  which  48  per  cent  is 
distributed  in  prizes  Alter  adminis¬ 
trative  deductions,  the  rest  is  used 
to  help  toe  blind,  the  partially 
sighted,  and  toe  severely  disabled. 


IN  ISRAEL,  55  per  cent  of  toe 
funds  raised  from  lotteries  are 
paid  out  in  prize  money.  Ross 
Dunn  mites. 

Only  1.4  per  cent  of  total  sales 
pay  for  all  operating  costs  and  a 
staff  of  120  at  Mifal  Hapayis.  the 
State  Lottery. 

Most  of  toe  remainder  goes  to 
good  causes  and  although  toe 
Mifal  Hapayis  is  run  under  state 
supervision,  not  a  cent  is  paid  into 
government  coffers. 

A  board  of  13  directors  derides 
one  year  in  advance  on  which 
projects  toe  money  will  be  spent 
The  government  can  veto  airy  of 
the  proposals,  but  no  government 
authority  or  department  is  allowed 
to  tell  toe  directors  which  projects 
should  be  funded  in  the  first  place. 

Revenues  from  toe  lottery  are 
used  to  food  schools,  kindergar- 


ment  of  them.  So  far  it  has  had 
£248  million  from  toe  lottery  and 
given  away  more  than  £70  million 
in  136  grants. 

The  Heritage  Lottery  Fund  has 
been  used  for  making  endow¬ 
ments,  but  strictly  within  the  rules. 


An  ancient 
biblical 
tradition 

tens,  science  and  art  community 
centres,  dental  dinks,  family 
health  clinics,  educational  health, 
and  welfare  institutions,  renova¬ 
tions  of  Jewish  religious  study 
centres,  and  equipment  and  fur¬ 
nishings  for  centres  of  Bible 
learning. 

The  most  ambitious  and  exciting 
single  project  funded  by  toe  Israel 
State  Lottery  will  begin  soon  with 
toe  building  of  75  arte  and  science 
centres  adjacent  to  high  schools 
across  toe  country. 

Known  as  eshkolot  pays,  the 
project  involves  spending  £500 
million  over  the  next  three  years  to 


means  of 


They  also  suit  the  commission’s 
purpose  of  assisting  communities 
to  mark  the  close  of  the  second 

irrifTennhmi  and  celebrate  the  start 

of  the  third.  Both  of  toe  proposed 
projects  could  conceivably  win 
support  The  commission  is  com¬ 
mitted,  however,  to  seeking  “a  fair 
geographical  distribution  of  lottery 
proceeds”,  and  seems  certain  to 
select  only  one.  with  speculation 
this  week  that  toe  opera  house  will 
be  the  victor. 

The  battle  of  Cardiff  is  just  one 
of  a  number  of  higbrpraffle  con¬ 
flicts  teeing  toe  commission,  which 
is  chaired-by  toe.. National  Hoi-., 
tage  Secretary,  Virginia  Bottomky.. 
The  most  public  has  been  the  fight 
between  Manchester  and  Wem¬ 
bley  for  funds  for  a  new  national 
stadium,  white  detailed  bids  are 
expected  tins  week  for  a  new 
exhibition  centre  to  mark  toe 
millennium  —  with  Birmingham 
and  Greenwich  the  favourites  and 
Derby  and  Stratford,  east  London, 
also  in  toe  running. 


!  art’s  sake 

|  Simon  Tait  on  the 
trail  of  that  elusive 
Arts  Council  grant 

By  the  time.it  was  ayear  "cid.'  • 
last:  month,  foe ^vtftUSorial-' 
Lottery  had  brought  E250  V 
minion  of  extra  funding  to  toe  arts; 
in  Britain.  Not  all  of  that  has  beerr 
given  away  yet  by  the  Arts  Councils  ■> 
of  England,  Scotland,  Wales  and  - 
Northern  Ireland,  and  ddays  -are  - 
often  because  worthy  bids  hawnof  "., 
been  made  properly. '  «; : 

Earh  of  the  five  agencies  for  foe  . 
“good  causes”  to  benefit  from  foe/, 
lottery  has  its  own  guidelines  winch  <: 
are  not  always  precise*  and.anplt,:  • 
cants  often  -have  ■  to^  be..  talked;; 
through  their  bids. 

The  latest  allocations  from  ttie 
Arts  Council  of  England  (ACE);-  - 
which  gets  mare  than  80  per  cestaf 
the  arts  money,  were  worth  just 
over  £25  million  and  showed  tot 
diversity  of  applications,  with 
grants  ranging  from  £7,220  to  , 
enable  Presteigne  FbBc  and  Jazz  ,. 
Association  to  buy  new  instru¬ 
ments,  to  £1  million  to  make  a ' 
television  film  about  toe  Oxford 
University  Boat  Race:  “mutiny*  of 
1987,  and  almost  £6  million  for  a-- 
glass  centre  in  Sunderland,  -r  .  - 
One  of  the  first  major  arts . 
projects  to  benefit  was  toe  C&retiffi  ;• 
Old  Library  redevelopment,  rau- 
verting  die  Victorian  building  next  . 
to  St  David’s  Hall  in  The  Hayes: 
into  a  visual  arts  centre.  It  is: 
something- of  an  object  lesson  inv 
how  to  work  the  lottery. 

The  scheme  has  been  -  given  £2 
million  of  lottery  money,  corapiet-  - 
mg  its  funding  trawl  for  toe  full  ; 
£62  million  costs.  Built  more  than  - 
a  century  ago*  the  jbnner  library 
will  reopen  in  1997  as  Britain's  first. . 
ever  hands-on  centre  for  young 
prairie  eraloring  the  visual  arts.  It.  :-- 
witf  indude  two  galleries  for  major  , 
exhibitions,  a  children's  gallery, 
functions  space,  workshops,  star-: 
age,  .-shops,  a  cafe  -  and  a 
bar/resteurant  -  >■.  . 

The  costs  are  being  made  up.hy 
individuals,  foundations  and  pub-t  • 
Uc  bodies  including  Cardiff  Oty 
Council,  which  has  oommrttedjEll-. 
million^  Project  managers  for  the 
scheme  have  been  Adrian  Effis; 
Associates  (AEA>,  who  took  three  . ' 
years  to  prepare  it  •  .  . 

There  has  been' fastidious  prepa-  ’ 
ration  and  development  of  plans, 
and  a  commitment  of  revenue  was 
sought  and  secured  eazlycnttooni  - 


Part  of  the  Churchill  Papers  grant  « 
was  for  an  endowment  to  ensure  ^ 
its  conservation,  and  £$  million  of 
the  £10  million  paid  to  acquire  the  the  Vi 
Scottish  Marr  Lodge  Estate  was  to  from 
pay  for  the  upkeep  of  the  land.  “If  1 

that  > 

Applicants  have  to  be  public,  totter] 

charitable  or  non-profit  dis-  says  ( 

tributmg  bodies  with  hen-  offers 

tage  care  as  a  purpose;  individuals  .  Arts  C 
are  not  eligible.  The  assessors  The 
need  to  be  satisfied  as  to  the  ■  latter] 
quality  and  historical  integrity  of  form* 
the  work  proposed,  the  relation-  from 
ship  to  existing  strategies.  long  moner 
and  medium-term  viability,  a  real-  then  r 
istic  timetable  and  management  is  a  s 
plan,  the  applicant’s  need  for  moner 
financial  support  and  the  urgency  Apj 
of  the  project.  charit 

Projects  of  a  total  cost  of  less  vate-s 
than  £10,000  would  not  normally  onstr 
be  considered,  and  there  must  be  Indivi 
partnership  funding.  Unlike  the  “Ca 
Millennium  Fund  or  the  Arts  vehidi 

Council  Lottery  Fund,  there  is  no  ttonaX 
stipulation  of  how  much  this  .  main! 
should  be  in  the  Heritage  Fund  .  precec 
guidelines,  but  the  range  of  pos-  -  is  also 
sible  sources  is  wide  and  can  even  Pan 
include  contributions  in  land  such  per  ce 

as  voluntary  labour  or  —  and  this  land” 
is  seen  as  a  key  opening  which  counts 
could  be  enlarged  when  the  lottery  grants 

guidelines  are  redrawn  —  a  prom-  Deveb 
isc  of  support  for  the  running  costs  Emj 

after  the  project  is  completed.  design 

_ _ _ i_ _  to  be  a 

all  pre 

build  these  centres  which  mil  oontril 
provide  foe  facilities  and  equip-  And  ti 
ment  to  train  young  people  to  the  art 
become  the  country’s  scientists  of  educat 
the  future.  Students  win  also  be  taken  i 
able  to  learn  fine  arts  and  the  Graj 
performing  arts  induding  ballet  avail  a  i 
and  modern  dance.  tailed 

There  is  no  debate  In  Israel,  even  ward  i 
among  ultra-orthodox  Jews,  about  These ; 
whether  lotteries  should  be  equal-  bution 
ed  with  gambling,  which  woald  requin 
make  them  a  sinful  activity.  than  £J 

“Lotteries  are  not  gambling,"  “Cro 
says  Gideon  Gadot,  the  chairman  —  thos 
ofMifal Hapayis.  body  - 

“Under  Jewish  religious  law,  a  there  s 
casino  would  be  outlawed  because  the  cos 
one  is  not  allowed  to  throw  dice.  toe  var 
“But  a  lottery  is  allowed.  The  “The 
original  12  tribes  of  Israel  in  right  aj 
Biblical  tunes  decided  toe  size  of  Kay  * 
toe  land  in  their  areas  by  a  tottery,  backloj 
“And  in  the  temple  (of  Jerusalem  yet  rip|j 
m  Biblical  times)  toe  work  of  toe  visions 
priests  was  decided  by  a  lottery."  wait,” 


tiie  Welsh  Arts  Council,  separately : 
from  the  lottery  bid),  .  :  - . . 

“ffthereis  amoral  bis pnfoabty  ;. 
that  you  can't  run  an  arts  preyed  . 
tottery  bid  bn -air  and  goodwill*’ 
says  Caroline  Kay  . 

offers  its  own  pointefsio  potential 
Arts  CoundT lottery  bidders.,  ' 

The  first  thing  to  realise  is  tirat  a: 

•  lottery  grant  does  hot  arrive  nCtheV 
form  of  one  large  cheque.  Faymsstis 
from  the  fund  are  an  ihvoic&  sd  •* 
money  needs.fo  be  laid  out  and  is 
then  reimbursed-  This  means  tee.-; 
is  a  substantial  backlog  of  totteiy- 
moneyaffocated  butnotspent--- 
Applfcants  should  be  registered 
charities  or  public  bodies,  or  pri¬ 
vate-sector  bodies  wtddi  candem-  .; 
onstrate-  a.  “public  -  gobd'-il 
Individuals  may  not  appty- 
“Capital  expenditure"  incfrkfe: : 
vehicles  and  equipment  and/excepTy 
ttonally,  endowment  funfon^  for^ 
maintenance,  abho^thmiSttp.:' 
precedent  lor  this:  Fflmnrod&etfoiLV. 

■  is  also  considered  capital.  .  : .  ,v~ X 

Partnership  funding  of  at  least^ 
per  cent  will  be"  expected.  "Gifis  3fl>;  - 
kind”  and  revenue  funding  witthe^ . 
counted  as  partnership,  asVwffl-l 
grants  from  the  European  RegtouaE 
Development  Fund;  .  . 

Emphasis  will  be  placed » tto  -  - 
design  considerations  -r  there  fr&ve^ 
to  be  architectural  competitionsfor^ 
all  projects  in  which  the  lottery  ;isT; 
contributing  more  than  £1  mflKan. 
And  tiie  quality  and  innovation” df-~ 
toe  artistic  programme  and  related^ 
educational  programmer  wffl 
taken  into  account.  ...  :  s. 

Grants  for  feasibility  wodcare. . 
available,  which  must  fochrie  -de?.-’  ■ 
tailed  business  plans  rolling  for—  , 
ward  to  three  years  after^  opening.  ^ 
These  are  encouraged  for  all  eaten-  ■ 
buttonsofmorethan  Q 00,000,  and. 
required  for  all  projects  of  more  l 
than  £1  million. 

“Ooss-distributor^  applications  i 
—  those  to  more  than  .one  tottery v  • 
body  —  vrill  be  accepted,  where.  ; 
there  are  separate  compaheadS  of  ; 
the  costs  which  meet  the  criteria  of  - 
the  various  distributors. 

.  “The  Arts  Council  ha<?  got  it  as . 
right  as  anyone  has,”  says  Caroline  : 
Kay-  ‘The  only  trouble  is  toe:  .' 
backlog  of  grants  allocated  but  not 
yet  delivered.  Applicants  need  to  be 
visionary  andable  to  stand  the 
wait" 


€75.147  oi  National  Lottery  lunds  has  been  given  bv  the  National  Ho  M 

National  Her,tage  Memorial  Fund  to  the  Wiltshire  Wildlife  Trust  for  Jones's  Mil,  Nature  Reserve. 


~~  ETIMESTHUR^nAYpprrAtnrF  7 


The  Wiltshire  Wlldllte  Trust  has  now  purchased  land  adjoining  the  reserve  to  conse 

and  small,  that  will  benefttfrom  all  the  money  you're  helping  to  raise.  For  every  pou^vT  outs*a"‘*'"g  natural  beauty,  ifs  one  of  thousands  of  projects,  big 

the  Good  Causes  chosen  by  Parliament  Namely,  Sport  Arts,  Heritage,  Charities  and  °"  ^  NaHonal  Lottery  OP  Na±lonal  !*«*•»  Instants,  28p  goes  to 

to  help  people  all  over  the  country.  Just  like  those  in  Wiltshire.  So  whenever  vou  s—  *  celebrate  the  Millennium.  Over  Si  billion  has  been  raised  so  far 

y  M  spend  money  on  The  National  Lottei^,  you  could  be  saving  something  as  well 

vf  THE  NATIONAL  LOTTERY" 
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Onus  of  proving  prejudice  through  delay 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER?  1995 

Court  of  Appeal 

Confiscation  order  on 


Slade  v  Aden  Ltd 
Before  Lord  Justice  Neill.  Lord 
Justice  AuJd  and  Sir  Iain  Glidewdi 
pudgmem  November  30] 

On  an  application  to  strike  out  a 
Haim  for  want  of  prosecution,  the 
onus  of  proving  prejudice  or  a 
substantial  risk  to  a  fair  trial  rested 
on  the  person  who  asserted  it.  A 
mere  assertion  thar  the  prejudice 
or  risk  had  been  caused  by  the 
inordinate  or  inexcusable  delay 
was  not  enough. 

Furthermore,  the  individual 
judge  should  be  left  to  assess  the 
prejudice,  the  risk  and  the  ade¬ 
quacy  of  the  evidence  in  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  and  it 
would  be  unwise  to  hamper  the 
exercise  of  the  judge's  discretion  by 
strict  guidelines. 

The  Court  of  Appeal,  by  a 
majority.  Lord  Justice  Auld 
dissenting,  so  stated  dismissing  an 
appeal  by  the  plaintiff.  Martin 
David  Slade,  from  Mr  Justice 
Judge  who,  on  July  15, 1994  upheld 
an  order  of  a  district  judge  striking 
out  the  plaintiffs  daim  against  the 
defendant.  Adco  Ltd.  for  want  of 
prosecution. 

The  plaintiffs  daim  was  in 
negligence  and  for  breach  of 
statutory  duty  arising  out  of  an 
accident  suffered  by  him  at  work 
on  November  6,  1987.  He  was  the 
sole  witness  of  the  aeddent  and  the 
defendant's  only  available  witness 
was  the  manager,  Mr  Garlick, 
who  oould  give  evidence  of  the 
system  of  work  and  of  the  plain¬ 
tiffs  experience  of  il 

On  May  19. 1994  the  defendant 
applied  to  dismiss  the  action  for 
want  of  prosecution.  Only  after 
that,  in  June  1994  did  the  plaintiffs 
solicitors  attempt  to  set  down  the 
case  for  hearing,  some  four  years 
and  eight  months  after  the  date  by 
which  it  should  have  been  set 
down,  and  six  years  after  the 
accident. 


Mr  Peter  Grobd  for  the  plaintiff; 
Mr  John  Green  bourne  for  the 
defendant. 

LORD  JUSTICE  AULD. 
dissenting,  said  that  the  judge 
found  that  the  delay  had  been 
inordinate  and  inexcusable  and 
such  as  to  create  a  substantial  risk 
that,  if  the  trial  proceeded,  it  would 
not  be  fair  and/or  that  it  would 
cause  serious  prejudice  to  the 
defendant's  defence,  both  on  liabil¬ 
ity  and  quantum.  He  found  that 
the  prejudice  lay  mainly  in  the 
likely  effect  of  the  long  delay  on  the 
memories  of  the  plaintiff  and  Mr 
Garlick. 

The  judge's  reasoning  raised 
again,  and  in  an  acute  form,  the 
question  as  to  how  the  courts 
should  determine  the  existence  of  a 
likelihood  of  serious  prejudice  to  a 
defendant  where  there  was  no 
evidence  of  prejudice  other  than 
that  of  the  delay  itself.  The  authori¬ 
ties  suggested  two  different 
answers. 

The  first  was  that  the  court 
might  infer  simply  from  the  length 
erf  a  delay  that  it  was  likely  to  have 
dimmed  or  distorted  the  memories 
of  witnesses. 

The  second  was  that  there  must 
be  some  evidence,  other  than  that 
of  the  delay  itself.  Grom  which  a 
court  might  draw  that  inference. 
The  debate  also  involved  a  dif¬ 
ference  of  judicial  opinion  as  to 
whether  memory  faded  earlier  or 
later. 

His  Lordship  agreed  with  the 
analysis  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
Rowe  v  Cleruster  &  Sons  Ltd  (The 
Times  August  7.  19951  which  was 
essentially  the  same  as  that  of  lord 
Justice  Roch  in  Homagold  v  g 
Fairdough  Building  Ltd  ([19931  * 
PIQR  400)  and  was  consistent  with 
the  broader  statement  of  Lord 
Justice  Glidewell  in  that  case  of  the 
same  principle. 

It  was  thar  there  must  normally 


be  some  evidence  from  which  the 
likelihood  of  serious  prejudice  to 
the  defendant  could  be  inferred.  It 
was  important  to  ding  to  that 
principle  while  the  rule  in  Birkett  v 
James  Q1978)  AC297)  stood,  for  if  il 
was  lost  there  was  no  basis,  other 
than  erne  of  “feel",  for  distinguish¬ 
ing  between  a  doiible  presumption 
of  impairment  of  memory  and  of 
consequent  serious  prejudice 
merely  because  of  long  culpable 
delay,  from  a  reasoned  inference  in 
the  particular  circumstances  of  a 
case  that  such  serious  prejudice 
was  likely  to  result  from  culpable 
delay. 

In  his  Lordship's  judgment,  the 
judge  wrongly  inferred  from  the 
length  of  delay  without  more  that 
the  plaintiffs  and  Mr  Gar  lick’s 
memories  were  likely  to  have  been 
impaired  by  the  plaintiff's  culpable 
delay  and  that  it  was  likely 
seriously  to  prejudice  the  defen¬ 
dant's  defence.  His  Lordship  could 
see  no  evidential  or  other  basis  for 
such  an  inference. 

The  mere  identification  of  the 
witnesses  and  of  the  importance  of 
the  evidence  that  they  were  to  give 
did  not.  in  his  Lordship's  view, 
satisfy  the  lest. 

Something  more  was  required, 
some  evidence  or  circumstances 
from  which  it  could  be  inferred 
that  the  delay  had  caused  some 
specific  problem  for  chic  or  both  of 
the  witnesses,  as  distinct  from  a 
general  impairment  of  memory 
from  the  passage  of  time,  and  that 
it  was  likely  to  seriously  prejudice 
the  defendant 

It  followed  that,  in  his  Lord- 
ship's  view,  the  present  case  was 
not  one  in  which  the  judge's 
discretion  should  remain  un¬ 
disturbed  as  foiling  within  the 
proper  margins  of  his  discretion. 
His  Lordship  would  allow  the 
appeal. 

LORD  JUSTICE  GLIDEWELL 


said  that  if  he  was  correct  as  to  the 
proper  principle  to  be  applied,  the 
evidence  before  the  judge  identi¬ 
fied  the  witness  upon  whom  the 
defendant  wished  to  rely  as  to 
liability,  the  nature  of  the  issue  as 
to  which  his  evidence  was  to  be 
called,  and  the  way  in  which  the. 
defendant  maintained  that  they 
were  prejudiced  in  relation  to  the 
assessment  of  damages. 

There  was  thus,  in  his  Lord¬ 
ship'S  judgment,  evidence  which 
was  sufficient  to  entitle  the  judge  to 
find  severe  prejudice  to  the  defen¬ 
dant  resulting  from  the  inordinate 
and  inexcusable  delay,  both  in 
relation  to  liability  and  to  dam¬ 
ages,  and  that  there  was  a  real  risk 
that  a  fair  trial  might  not  be 
possible. 

Therefore,  the  judge's  decision 
betrayed  no  error  of  principle  and 
was  one  with  which  the  court 
should  not  tnterefere.  His  Lord- 
ship  would  dismiss  the  appeal 

LORD  JUSTICE  NEILL  agree¬ 
ing  with  Lord  Justice  Glidewell 
said  that  the  onus  of  proving 
prejudice  or  the  impossibility  of  a 
fair  trial  rested  on  the  person  who 

asserted  it 

It  was  clear  thar  in  order  to 
establish  prejudice  it  was  not 
enough  merely  to  assert  that  in  the 
nature  of  things  memories  would 
have  dimmed  with  the  passage  of 
time. 

There  was  less  certainty,  how¬ 
ever.  as  to  ihe  precise  nature  and 
the  degree  of  particularity  of  the 
evidence  which  the  court  would 
require  before  the  onus  was 
discharged. 

In  reaching  a  conclusion  on  that 
difficult  point  it  was  necessary  to 
take  into  account  some  other 
factors; 

1  The  quality  of  oral  evidence  was 
likely  to  fall  away  much  more 
rapidly  in  the  early  months  and 


Creditor  bound  by  voluntary  arrangement 


Doorfaar  v  All  time  Securities 
Ud 

Before  Lord  Justice  ftirst.  Lord 
Justice  Peter  Gibson  and  Mr 
Justice  Forbes 

[Judgment  November  30)  • 

Where  a  debtor's  proposal  for  a 
voluntary  arrangement  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  a  creditors'  meeting,  a 
creditor  whose  daim  against  the 
debtor  for  future  rent  liability 
under  a  lease  had  been  induded  in 
the  arrangement  was  bound  by  it. 
although  the  value  put  on  the 
daim  by  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting  had  not  been  agreed  by 
the  creditor. 

The  Gourt  or  Appeal  so  held  in  a 
reserved  judgment  dismissing  an 
appeal  by  the  creditor.  Alltime 
Securities  Ud.  against  the  reversal 
by  Mr  Justice  Knox  of  a  decision  of 
a  district  judge  dedaring  that  the 
arrangement  did  not  affect  the 
liability  of  the  debtor,  Mr  Richard 
Leon  Doorbar,  for  the  rent. 

Miss  Amanda  Tipples  for  the 
creditor:  Mr  Antony  Zacaroii  for 
the  debtor. 

LORD  JUSTICE  PETER  GIB¬ 
SON  said  that  on  April  3. 1981  the 
creditor.  Alltime,  as  the  landlord, 
granted  a  lease  of  business 
premises.  343  Eden  Park  Avenue, 
Bromley,  to  Menage  Graphic 
Productions  as  the  tenant  for  a 
term  of  20  years.  The  tenant  was  in 
fan  the  debtor  by  his  trade  name. 
Also  named  as  parties  to  the  lease 
were  Mr  Doorbar  and  his  then 
wife,  who  were  called  in  the  lease 
“the  sureties”. 

Mr  Doorbar  fell  into  arrears 
with  his  rent  and  on  April  24. 1993 
Alltime  served  a  statutory  demand 
on  him  requiring  payment  of 
£7,434  arrears.  He  did  not  pay  and 
Alltime  presented  a  bankruptcy 


petition  based  on  that  demand.  Mr 
Doorbar  applied  under  section  253 
of  the  Insolvency  Act  I9S6  for  and 
obtained  an  interim  order  on  the 
basis  of  a  proposal  for  a  voluntary 
arrangement. 

By  paragraph  12  of  the  proposal 
all  future  liabilities  arising  under 
the  guarantee  on  the  property 
owned  by  All  time  were  to  be 
induded  in  the  arrangement.  It 
was  common  ground  that  the 
liability'  to  All  time  of  Mr  Doorbar 
as  tenant  for  Future  rent  under  the 
lease  was  covered  by  that 
paragraph. 

A  meeting  of  creditors  was 
summoned  by  Mr  Doorbar 's 
nominee  for  September  20,  1993 
but  adjourned  to  October  4. 1993. 
Prior  to  the  adjourned  meeting 
Alitime  indicated  to  the  nominee 
that  it  objected  to  the  indusion  of 
paragraph  11 

In  an  affidavit  of  November  22. 
1993  the  nominee  said  that  he 
indicated  to  Mr  Springall. 
All  time’s  managing  director,  that 
he  would  allow  AJitime  to  vote  in 
relation  to  the  future  liabilities 
restricted  to  the  future  rent  for  the 
period  of  one  year,  but  that  was  not 
acceptable  to  Mr  Springall.  who 
only  voted  for  Alltime  as  creditor 
in  respect  of  arrears  of  rent  and 
interest  thereon  in  the  sum  of 
E32.9J1.6I. 

Creditors  with  8734  per  cent  of 
the  total  debts,  on  the  footing  that 
Alitime  was  a  creditor  only  in  the 
sum  of  £32.91 1.61,  were  in  favour  of 
the  arrangement. 

The  effect  of  the  approved 
arrangement  was  that  if  it 
induded  the  future  rent  under  the 
lease  and  Alitime  was  bound 
thereby,  it  could  not  proceed  with 
its  bankruptcy  petition  to  obtain  a 
bankruptcy  order  against  Mr 


Doorbar  and  so  could  not  invoke 
clause  5  of  (he  lease  requiring  Mrs 
Doorbar  to  take  a  lease  for  (he 
remainder  of  the  term. 

Alitime  sought  under  section  262 
of  the  1986  Act  in  Eastbourne 
County  Court  inter  alia,  a  declara¬ 
tion  that  the  arrangement  did  not 
indude  future  r«it  under  the  lease 
and  did  not  affect  Mr  Door  bar's 
liability  for  the  same. 

District  Judge  Hollis  made  the 
order  sought,  saying  that  he  could 
not  see  how  a  future  debt,  particu¬ 
larly  where  the  amount  was 
unliquidated,  could  be  induded  in 
a  voluntary  arrangement  unless 
there  was  agreement  between  the 
debtor  and  the  creditor. 

Mr  Justice  Knox  allowed  Mr 
Doorbar’s  appeal,  holding  that  the 
voluntary  arrangement  did 
indude  the  future  rent  under  the 
lease  and  that  Alitime  was  bound 
in  respect  of  the  same. 

Miss  Tipples  submitted  that 
Alitime  was  not  bound  by  the 
arrangement  in  relation  to  the 
future  rent  liability  because  the 
chairman  did  not  agree  with 
Alltime  to  put  upon  that  debt  the 
estimated  minimum  value  of  one 
year's  rent. 

His  Lordship  said  that  if  Alitime 
was  entitled  to  vote  at  the  creditors' 
meeting  in  respect  of  the  future 
rent  liability  owed  to  it.  by  virtue  of 
section  262(3{b)  Alitime  would  be 
bound  by  the  arrangement. 

Whether  Alitime  was  entitled  to 
vote  turned  on  the  true  construc¬ 
tion  of  rule  5.17(3)  of  the  insolvency 
Rules  (SI  1986  No  1925): 

“A  creditor  shall  not  vote  in 
respect  of  a  debt  for  an 
unliquidated  amount  or  any  debt 
whose  value  is  not  ascertained, 
except  where  the  chairman  agrees 
to  put  upon  the  debt  an  estimated 


LEGAL  &  PUBLIC  NOTICES 


minimum  value  for  the  purpose  of 
entitlement  to  vote.” 

Did  the  word  “agrees”  therein 
connote  some  element  oTbilateral 
concurrence  between  the  chairman 
and  the  creditor,  or  an  expression 
of  willingness  by  die  chairman? 

The  former  was  the  conclusion 
of  Mr  Justice  Ferris  in  In  ns 
Cranley  Mansions  J1994J 1  WLR 
1610).  That  was  a  decision  on  a 
company  voluntary  arrangement. 
As  the  corresponding  rule,  rule 
1.17(3)  of  the  1986  Rules,  used  the 
same  wording  as  role  5.17(3)  it 
could  not  be  suggested  that  the  two 
rules  had  different  meanings. 

Mr  Justice  Knox  took  a  different 
view  of  the  meaning  of  rule  5. 17(3). 
He  held  that  on  the  facts  what  the 
chairman  did  amounted  to 
expressing  a  willingness  to  pm  a 
minimum  value  on  Alltime's 
claim,  and  that  therefore  the 
exception  in  rule5J7(3)  applied. 

In  his  Lordship’s  view,  the 
comm  of  the  crucial  words  in  rule 
5.17(5  was  that  there  was  a  general 
prohibition  on  voting  by  the  cred¬ 
itor  with  an  unliquidated  or  un¬ 
ascertained  claim,  to  which 
prohibition  there  was  an  exception 
if  the  chairman  agreed. 

That  agreement  significantly 
was  not  expressed  to  be  with  the 
creditor  or  anyone  else.  It  was  not 
an  agreement  on  the  value,  the 
chairman  only  agreed  to  put  on  the 
debt  an  estimated  minimum  value. 
It  was  sufficient  if  the  chairman 
expressed  his  willingness  to  put. 
and  put  an  estimated  minimum 
value  on  the  debt  Accordingly,  his 
Lordship  would  hold  that  Alltime 
was  bound  by  the  arrangement. 

Lord  Justice  Hirst  and  Mr 
Justice  Forbes  agreed. 

So  lienors:  Tinklin  Springall. 
Beckenham;  Isadora  Goldman. 


0171-782  7344 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


IN  THE  MATTER  OF 
MARILYN  MILI-AN  (KOSHER 
CATERERS]  LIMITED 
AND 

TIC  INSOLVENCY  ACT  1986 
NOTICE  B  HEREBY  GIVEN  I 
that  at  a  meattng  of  me  creditors 
of  Uie  above  named  company 
convened  under  me  provisions  oi 
S  98  of  Uw  insolvency  Act  1986. 
and  hell]  on  2?  November  1996.  I 
L  Melvyn  Julian  Carter,  of  Garter 
Backer  Win  tor.  HJU  House. 
HMhsatr  HUE  London.  NI9  HJU 
was  duly  appednted  Liquidator  of 
the  company. 

M  J  Carter.  LMuMalor 
Dated  inn  INrUoUi  day 
of  November  1996 


PARLIAMENTARY 

NOTICES 


IN  PARLIAMENT 
SESSION  1995-96 


CN  THE  MATTER  OF 
BROADWAY  SCHOOL 
MEALS  LTD 
AND 

THE  INSOLVENCY  ACT  1986 
NOTICE  OS  HEREBY  OVEN 
that  M  a  meeuno  of  Ute  creditors 
of  the  above  named  company 
convened  under  toie  pravbiam  m 
S.96  of  (ho  Insolvency  Act  1986. 
and  held  on  29  November  1995. 
I.  Melvyn  Julian  Carter,  of  Carter 
Backer  Winter.  Hill  Houk. 
Hlghgate  Hill.  London.  Ni9  5UU 
was  duty  appointed  Liquidator  or 
Uie  company 
M  J  Outer.  UauldMor 
Doled  uus  UUraeUi 
day  of  November  1995 _ 


UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE  LONDON 

Notlca  ta  hereby  gfcren  that  appfcstkjn  is  beta  made  to 
PwUamant  by  IMveratty  Cotege  London,  tie  Royal  Free  Hospital 
School  ol  Mmfcta  (haretaBer  rotarod  to  as  The  SchooTVta 


(hereinafter  refemd  to  as  The  SchooT),  ta 
Institute  of  Neurology  and  The  Iratttda  of  Child  HeaVi  (heremater 
re  toned  to  ae  The  Institutes^  tor  leave  to  Introduce  kt  ta  preeert 
Seeston  a  BE  (harataftar  retanad  to  as  Vie  BT)  inter  ta  above 
name  or  short  toe  tor  ta  purposes  of  wNch  ta  toliMing  ■  concise 
aiHway- 

1.  To  unto  the  School  and  Ihe  Institutes  wfth  UntesreMy  Cotiega 
London  on  a  day  or  dm  to  be  appointed  end  to  provide  tor  ta 
itsaotmta  oitaae  bogjaa. 

2.  To  transfer  to  IMvarely  Cottage  London  alritftt.pmpertiee  and 
■afatttos  ol  ta  School  and  ta  Institutes. 

3-  ~R>  mate  provision  tor  ta  aavtagol  agraamente.  deeds.  acMona. 


3-  'ft)  mate  provision  tor  ta  aaringof  agreemento,  deads,  actions, 
etiL.  and  lor  the  construction  ol  Bequests,  ate. 

4.  ftj  provide  lor  various  powers  or  rights  of  Ihe  School  and  ta 
Institutes  to  nomtota  members  of  certain  bodes  to  be  Irane- 
tonad  id  University  Cotege  London. 

5.  lb  provide  as  to  the  name  of  the  medfcal  school  of  Univaisfiy 
Cotege  London  and  id  restrict  ta  totura  use  of  ta  names  of  ta 
Royal  Fiee  Hospital  School  of  Matflcta.  ta  frtaUuto  ol 
NsurDtogy  and  The  ktsOute  ot  CMd  HnMt 

6.  To  enact  previsions  tocfttental  10  or  consequential  upon  Hie 
above  mentioned  purpoeas. 

On  and  after  ta4to 
be  Inspected  and  coptea 


IN  THE  MATTER  OF 
CADOGAN  A  SLOANE 
SECURITIES  LIMITED 
AND 

THE  INSOLVENCY  ACT  1986 
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN 
Ihol  al  a  meeting  of  Uw  creditor* 
of  the  above  named  company 
coovonad  under  the  provisions  of 
S.98  of  the  Insolvency  Ad  1986. 
and  hetd  on  30  November  1996. 
I.  Melvyn  Julian  Carter,  of  Carter 
Backer  Winter.  HIU  House. 
Hleheale  Hill.  London.  NI9  SLAJ 
was  duty  appointed  Liquidator  of 
the  company. 

M  J  carter.  Uauldaior 

Dated  UUS  ihlrUeth  day 
ot  ISov-ember  1996 
THE  INSOLVENCY  ACT  1986 
AMTTA  AFFILIATES  LIMITED 
NOTICE  B  HEREBY  GIVEN 
pursuant  lo  Section  98  of  the 
Insolvency  Act  1986  that  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  creditor*  of  the  above  com¬ 
pany  win  be  held  at  NUT 
Hamilton  House.  Mabiedan 

Place.  London  WC1H  9BO  on  IS 
December  1995  at  12.00  noon  (or 
the  purposes  provided  for  in  Sec 
Horn  lOO  and  tot  of  the  AcL 
Information  ctnxemiog  the 
company  or  lb  affairs  vdU  be 
available  free  of  change  from  the 
Offices  of  FFA  Wesnely .  a  llcenaed 
Insolvency  praeUDono-.  of  Grant 
Thamlon.  Oaru  Thomlon 

Home.  Mellon  StroeL  Eiaton 
Square.  London  NW1  2ER  during 
the  period  up  lo  ihe  meeting  of 
creditors. 

DATED  let  December  I99S 
D  Santa  Director. 

MAH  ILL  AIR  TECHNOLOGY 
LIMITED  l  IN  ADMINISTRATIVE 
BECDVEHSHIP1 
NOTICE  TO  CREDITORS 
A  meeting  of  the  creditors  of 
MabfD  Air  Technology  Lind  led  Is 
lo  be  held  al  Not  London  Bridge 
London  SEt  9QL  on  21  Decem¬ 
ber  1998  or  10.00  am  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  48  ol  Ihe 
Insolvency  Act  1966.  The  Pur 
pose  of  nils  meeting  Is  to  receive 
the  report  of  Be  receivers  and  If 
tho  creditors  wish  Is  do  ra.  to 
appoint  a  commlnee  of  creditor*. 

Creditors  who  have  oat 
received  nooee  of  the  meeting 
and  wish  lo  attend  should  contact 
the  rwnvHS'  office  Itriepmne 
number  OlTl  939  03041  and  ask 
for  Ashley  Miner. 

Creditor*  whose  claims  are 
wholly  secured  are  not  ontmed  lo 
attend  or  be  represented  al  me 
meeting. 

M  O  Oercke 

Join!  Admmlstrabvo  Receiver 
n  December  199*  _ 


AXZO  NOBEL  118901  LOOTED 
FORMERLY  AKZO  NOSH.  (UKI 
LOOTED) 


To  Michael  A  Gram  d  Co  uie 
of  122  Klnosland  HJgh  Street. 

London  E8  2NF 
TAKE  NOTICE  that  an  action 
has  been  commenced  agabtsl  you 
lr  the  High  Coin  of  Jusdce. 
Chancery  Division.  Leeds  District 
Registry.  1996-W-No  422  by  Hali¬ 
fax  Building  Society  of  Trinity 
House.  Trinity  Road.  Han  tax 
HX1  2RO  in  which  me  Piaintxr* 
claim  Is  for  domagas  for  loss  and 
damage  suffered  as  a  result  of 
breach  of  contract  and/or  nerai- 
gence  and/or  breach  of  duty 
and/or  breach  of  warranty 
and/or  breach  of  cru*  and 


And  that  It  has  been  ordered 
that  service  of  the  Writ  ui  the  satd 
action  oo  you  be  effected  by  Ihls 


AND  FURTHER  TAKE 
NOTICE  that  you  misf  within  14 
■fays  from  the  pubUcaUon  of  this 
adverttoemem  inclusive  of  the 
day  of  publication-  acknowledge 
service  of  the  said  Will  of  Sum 
■sons  by  Lunidenjig  a  prescribed 
form  of  Acv  now  lodgment  of  Ser 
vice  which  may  be  obtained  on 
i  rami  Iran  Ihe  sottcUors  whose 
name  and  address  appear  below. 
Otherwise  Judgement  may  be 
entered  against  you. 

Boom  A  Co.  of  Sovereign  noma. 
South  Parade.  Leeds  LSI  l  HQ 
Ref-  AEM 
Doled  the  am  day 
of  December  19gg 


SD-8  SONGS  LTD 
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN, 
pursuant  to  Section  48(21  of  me 
boarvency  Ad  1986.  mar  a  Meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Unsecured  Gntuon  of 
the  above-named  company  wtn 
be  held  at:  CSarcvtile  House.  26- 
27  Oscitoon  StreoL  London 
SW11  4EP  on  21  December  1996 
al  12  noon  for  Iho  purposes  of 
having  laid  botbre  It  a  copy  of  me 
Report  prepared  by  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Recotvom  under  Semen 
48  of  the  satd  Ad  The  Meeting 
may.  If  It  thinks  fiL  MabUSh  a 
Committee  to  exercise  the  rune- 
dons  cmihsied  op  Odlbn' 
Com  ml  free  tv  or  under  trie  Act 
A  proxy  form  Is  enclosed,  cred¬ 
itors  whose  claims  ore  Wholly 
w  cured  are  not  endued  lo  attend 
or  be  roroaSM  at  die  Meeting 
Other  creditor*  are  only  entitled 
to  vole  if: 


No  3244  of  1995 
IN  THE  HIGH  COURT 
OF  ASIltZ 
CHANCERY  PTVTSION 
1-1J11S  DISTRICT  RECBTRY 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF 
TOTAL  CONCEPT 
iFLEXOCRAPHJO  LIMITED 
and 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF 
SECTION  136  OF 
THE  COMPANIES  ACT  1986 
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN 
that  the  Order  of  Ihe  High  Court 
of  JIMK*  i  Chancery  QtVMcn) 
doted  Friday  me  17Ut  November 
199S  confirming  the  reduction  of 
the  capital  of  Uie  above  nomad 
Company  from  Cl 00.000  lo 
£60.000  and  the  Minute 
approved  by  the  Court  showing 
with  respect  lo  the  capital  ot  the 
Company  as  altered  Ihe  several 
percenter*  required  by  Ihe  above 
mentioned  Art  wore  registered  by 
the  Registrar  of  Companies  on  the 
29lh  day  of  November  1996. 
DATED  Ihe  Sih  day 
of  December  199S 
IRWIN  MITCHELL  SotiCUars 
Solicitors 

for  the  abovr  named  Company. 
146  Weet  Street 
Sheffield  Si  1SW. 

Ref  PGB/SCa _ 


THE  INSOL\-ENCY  ACT  1986 
Raina  Enterprises  Limited 

T/A  Raldoot  Tandoorl 
RostomnL  Company  No:  36601 
vuay  Enun mint  Limited  T/A 
Raldoot  Tandoorl  Renan  ram. 

Company  No.  1614438 
Mown  Enlarpnsas  Limited  T/A 
RaMoot  Tandaori  Rcouurant. 

Company  No:  2060669 
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  OIVEN 
pursuant  le  Seaton  98  of  the 
Insolvency  Act  1986  that  meet¬ 
ing*  of  creditor*  of  the  above 
companies  will  be  held  al  nut 
Hmnlluui  Home.  MdiMoa 
Place.  London  WC1H  980  on  13 
December  1996  at  1000  am  for 
the  purposes  provided  far  In  Sec¬ 
tions  too  and  tot  of  tho  AcL 
Information  concerning  the 
companies  or  Ihstr  affairs  will  be 
available  tree  of  charge  from  the 
offices  of  FFA  Wraxdy.  a 
l  irimssn  Insolvency  Practitioner 
of  Gnanl  Thornton.  Grant  Thorn- 
too  House.  Melton  street.  Eustan 
Square.  London  NWt  2£P  dunno 
the  period  up  to  Ihe  meeting*  of 
creditors. 

dated  let  December  1996 

D.  SARD  A.  DIRECTOR 


PUBLIC  NOTICES 


Objection  to 

tt  to  oBhaf  or  bote 
otsuch  s  Fenton 
Hi  originates  to  ft 
(nates  to  the  Hot 
from  ta  Private  B 
Ctert  ol  ta  Faria 
and  Pgdanwrtny  Agente. 

Oafed  tots  30th  day  oi  November  1W6 

REES&FRERES, 

1  The  Sanc±tory, 

Wmminata 

London  SWJP3JT 

Soflcfrore  and  PUftomorttSfy  Agante _ 


I'/X*  -I  ■*  I  ■  -  '  ll  *-  l:  . 


mi  they  have  dettvered  ta  me  ol 
the  address  mown  below,  no  lalor 
(him  noon  on  20  Duuutm  1998. 
written  OeLUb  of  the  Mas  Uioy 
Claim  to  be  due  to  them  from  the 
company,  and  the  claim  has  been 
duly  admitted  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  Ride  3.11  of  the  Insol 
vency  Roles  1986:  and 


Ibi  there  has  been  lodged  with 
!  nm  any  pracy  which  the  creditor 
!  intends  lo  be  used  on  nis  or  her 
befuir. 

I  Doted  Uib  S.  12.1996 
N.H.  O'Reilly. 

,  Jdrt  Admmisiniilve  Receiver. 
Rothman  Parian  £  Co  .  OarevlUe 
Howe.  26-27  OaotlOon  Street, 
London  SW1Y  4EP 


Charley  -  The  GHMde  Trust  In 
connection  with  The  Royal 
Instwamn  of  Cheat  Britain 
The  O.muul  siliaum  nmpnas  la 
make  a  Scheme  Ibr  this  charity .  A 
copy  of  the  draft  Scheme  can  be 
seen  M  Ihe  office*  of  SporefUy 
Btrchani.  Bouvenc  House.  164 
Fleet  Street.  London.  EC4A  2HX 
[reference  DJW  or  obtained  by 
sending  a  stomped  addressed 
envelope  lo  St  Alban1*  Howe. 
67/60  HaymarkrL  London 
swiy  4Q x.  quoting  reference 
PC-2Z79S8/6CD>Ldnl  >. 
Comments  or  representations  on 
be  mode  within  one  month  from 

today-  _ 


NIGEL  ANDERSON  notice  lor 
dfrarre  proceedings  18/12/96. 
wife  MICHELLE  ANDERSON. 
Wester  n  Australia. 


years  rather  than  at  a  later  stage. 
On  the  other  hand  there  was  great 

difficulty  fo  attributing  a  cfimming 
of  memory  to  any  particular  period 
of  time. 

2  Account  must  also  be  taken  of  the 
fact  that  delay  might  create  diffi¬ 
culties  for  a  defendant  when  he 
sought  to  test  fay  way  of  cross- 
examination  tiie  reliability  of  the 
plaintiff  and  Ms  witnesses. 

His  Lordship  come  to  the 
ccnriusioo  that  it  was  unwise  to  tiy 
to  lay  down  any  stria  guidelines 
for  the  exercise  of  the  judge's 
discretion  in  the  individual  case. 
The  anus  was  an  the  person 
asserting  prejudice  or  a  substan¬ 
tial  risk  to  a  fair  trial  to  establish  it 

He  would  have  to  show  that  the 
prejudice  or  risk  had  been  caused 
by  the  inordinate  and  inexcusable 
dday  since  the  issue  of  the  writ:  A 
mere  assertion  was  not  enough. 

But,  in  Ms  Lordship's  view,  the 
individual  judge  should  be  left  to 
assess  the  prejudice  and  the  risk 
and  the  adequacy  of  the  evidence 
in  the  light  of  the  individual 

rfmTmsfnrn~Rc  of  thecase. 

That  approach  was  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  guidance  given 
bv  the  House  of  Lords  in  Roebuckv 
Mungavin  01994)  2  AC  224). 

The  writ  in  die  present  action 
was  issued  on  March  IQ.  1989, 
more  than  six  yeais  previously.  On 
two  occasions  il  had  been  nec¬ 
essary  for  the  plaintiffs  solichars 
to  serve  a  notice  of  intention  to 
proceed. 

Although  the  case  was  dearfy 
near  the  borderline  his  Lordship 
considered  that  there  was  suf¬ 
ficient  material  before  the  judge  to 
entitle  him  to  exercise  Ms ’dis¬ 
cretion  in  the  way  he  did. 

His  Lordship  would  dismiss  the 
appeal. 

Solicitors:  Winters.  Hunting¬ 
don;  Birkett  Westhorp  &  Long. 
Ipswich. 


previous  drugs 

Regina  v  Thylor  (Ronald)  proewis  of  drag  traWngto 
^re  Lo^Tgior 

to  reoavered  v** 

pudgmem  December  I]  :  faMrt  rmamr.  OC  and 


A  man  who  had  admitted  an  oath 
that  he  M  benefited  from  drug 
trafficking  between  1970  and  1979. 
failed  in  an  appeal  against  a  1994 
confiscation  order  under  the 
Drags  Traffidting  Offences.  Act 
1986 which  tnrimfed  the  benefits  he 
had  received  between  1970  and 
1979. 

He  had  been  sentenced  in  1986  to 
six  years  imprisonmait  for 
conspiracy  to  impart  cannabis,  six 
months  consecutive  for  abscond¬ 
ing  after  arrest,  and  fined 
£234 XXX).  which  was  the  amount 
found  in  his  possession  on  re¬ 
arrest 

The  Court  of  Appeal  dismissed 
the  appeal  of  Ronald.  James  Mur¬ 
phy  Taylor.  now  aged  59.  convicted 
cm  July  7.  1994  at  Qidxnsford 
Crown  Court  Pudge  Wading.  QC 
and  a  jury)  by  a  majority  of  K)  to  2 
of  conspiracy  to  evade  fraudufexrtfy 
the  prohibition  on  importing 
cannabis. 

An  assessment  was  made  of  the 
value  of  his  proceeds  of  drug 
traffidting.  and  at  a  bearing  before 

Judge  Rare  on  November  I,  1994 
the  appellant  was  sentenced  to  10 
years  imprisonment  with  a 
confiscation  order  of  05311.729.19 
with  four  years  in  default  to  run 
consecutively. 

Section  2  provides:  “(5)  For  the 
purpose  of  assessing  die  value  of 
the  defendants  proceeds  of  drug 
trafficking  in  a  case  where  a 
confiscation  order  has  previously 
been  made  against  him.  the  court 
shall  leave  out  of  account  any  of  his 


Arbitrator  did  not 
show  bias 


Turner  v  Stevenage  Borough 
Council 

Before  Mr  Anthony  Grabiner.  QC 
{Judgment  November  22) 

An  arbitrator  who.  in  a  failed 
attempt  to  secure  an  interim 
payment  from  the  parties,  had 
learnt  lhal  one  party  was  willing  to 
comply  but  that  the  other  was  not 
and  continued  to  act  as  arbitrator, 
had  not  created  an  appearance  of 
bias  and  thereby  misconducted 
himself  pursuant  to  section  25(lJ  of 
the  Arbitration  Act  1950. 

Mr  Anthony  Grabiner.  QC, 
sitting  as  a  deputy  judge  of  the 
High  Court,  so  held  in  a'  reserved 
judgment  in  the  Chancery  Di¬ 
vision  dismissing  a  motion  issued 
by  Christopher  Alan  Turner 
against  Stevenage  Borough  Coun¬ 
cil  seeking  an  order  that  Mr  D.  W, 
Clark,  the  arbitrator  appointed  in 
reference  man  arbitration  between 
them  be  removed  pursuant  to 
section  23(1)  or  the  Arbitration  Act 
1950  on  the  ground  that  he  had 
misconducted  himself. 

Mr  Mark  Warwick  for  Mr 
Turner  Miss  Joanne  Moss  for  the 
counriL 

HIS  LORDSHIP  said  that  Mr 
Clark  was  appointed  as  an  ar¬ 
bitrator  on  a  rent  review  between 
Mr  Turner,  the  tenant,  and  ihe 
counriL  the  landlord,  of  a  lockup 
shop  in  Stevenage. 

The  arbitrator  requested  pay¬ 
ment  of  an  interim  account,  a  sum 
of  £3,231.25  from  each  party,  before 
proceeding  with  the  arbitration. 

The  council  paid  the  interim 
sum  but  Mr  Turner  refused.  Mr 
Clark  therefore  repaid  the  sum  to 
the  council  but  refused  to  stand 
down  as  arbitrator. 

Mr  Turner  claimed  that  in  those 
circumstances  an  appearance  of 
bias  had  been  created:  he  had  last 
all  confidence  in  die  arbitrators 
impartiality  and  sought  an  order 
removing  him  so  that  another 
arbitrator  might  be  appointed. 

His  Lordship  considered  the 
Court  of  Appeal's  derision  in  K/S 
Norjaii  A/S  v  Hyundai  Heavy 
Industries  Co  Ltd  Q1992|  i  QB  863. 
885-6.  S77A-F.  880D-F  and  882A-D). 

It  was  plain  from  that  case  that 
for  an  arbitrator  lo  request  a 
payment  from  both  parties  which 
was  not  in  terms  covered  by  their 
contractual  arrangement  was  not 
in  any  way  improper. 


Furthermore,  the  demand  for  an 
interim  payment  was  not.  as  in 
Hyundai,  a  brand  new  dement  in 
the  relationship,  hut  merely  an 
interim  payment  at  a  contractual 
rate  which  had  already  been 
agreed,  and  was  wholly 
unobjectionable. 

Mr  Turner,  however,  alleged, 
that  when  the  arbitrator  initially 
cashed  the  oounrifc  cheque  it  was 
a  unilateral  transaction  entered 
into  between  an  arbitrator  ami  cue 
of  the  parties  to  the  arbitration  and 
was  a  good  example  of  the  type  of 
conduct  which  was  deprecated  in 
Hyundai 

His  Lordship  rejected  that 
argument. 

Fust,  on  a  true  construction  cf 
the  correspondence  which  passed 
between  the  parties  it  was  a 
proposal  made  to  both  parties  and 
no*  merely  to  one  of  them  or 
whichever  one  agreed  to  the  pro¬ 
posal. 

Second,  the  relevant  passages  in 
Hyundai,  on  thar  true  analysis, 
contemplated  a  private  negotiation 
or  unilateral  dealing  as  between 
the  arbitrator  and  one  of  the 
parties.  It  followed  that  an  open 
negotiation  as  between  the  ar¬ 
bitrator  and  both  parties  was 
entirely  unobjectionable. 

His  Lordship  would 
characterise  what  took  place  as  a 
failed  attempt  by  Mr  Clark  to 
negotiate  for  an  interim  payment 
of  the  fees  of  himself  and  his  legal 
adviser  with  both  the  other  parties 
to  the  arbitration.  There  was 
nothing  secretive  or  improper 
about  il 

The  mere  fact  that  die  arbitrator 
had  learnt  that  one  of  the  parties 
might  be  willing  to  pay  his  interim 
account  but  that  the  other  was  not 
could  not  amount  to  misconduct  on 
the  part  of  the  arbitrator. 

Nor  did  it  provide  any  founda¬ 
tion  for  a  reasonable  or  justifiable 
conoem  that  the  arbitrator  either 
would  or  might  be  biased  in  favour 
of  the  more  generous  party  and 
against  the  less  generous  one.  No 
reasonable  person  in  the  position 
of  Mr  Turner  would  have  feared 
Was  in  the  circumstances. 

His  Lordship  dismissed  the 
application  and  remitted  the  case 
to  Mr  Clark. 

Solicitors:  David  Barney  &  Co, 
Stevenage:  Mr  Christopher  Chap¬ 
man.  Stevenage. 


No  appeal  through 
counsel’s  mistake 


Regina  v  Satpal  Ram 
Before  Lord  Justice  Beldam.  Mr 
Justice  Scott  Baker  and  Mr  Justice 
Stuart-White 
[Judgment  November  24) 

The  criminal  legal  process  should 
not  be  prolonged  on  the  ground 
that  a  defendant's  case  might  have 
stood  a  greaser  chance  of  success  if 
advanced  on  a  different  footing.  An 
appellant  would  not  succeed  where 
his  case  was  that  counsel  who  had 
acted  reasonably  had  made  a 
mistake. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  Criminal 
Division,  so  held  in  dismissing  the 
appeal  of  Satpal  Ram  against  his 
conviction  at  Birmingham  Crown 
Court  on  June  10.  19S7  for  the 
murder  of  Clarice  Edward  Pearce. 

Satpal  Ram's  counsel  at  his  trial 
had  advised  him  to  base  his 
defence  on  provocation  when  a 
defence  of  self  defence  was  con¬ 
ceivable  as  an  alternative.  A  case  of 
provocation  was  presented  by 
counsel  to  the  court. 

Mr  Ian  MacDonald.  QC  and 
Mr  Lalith  De  Kauwe,  neither  of 
whom  appeared  below,  for  the 
appellant;  Mr  Anthony  Barker. 
QC,  for  the  Crown. 

LORD  JUSTICE  BELDAM, 
giving  the  judgment  of  the  court, 
said  that  the  appellant  had  failed 
to  persuade  their  Lordships  that  he 
had  been  deprived  of  a  viable 
ground  of  defence  by  the  advice  of 
his  leading  counsel. 

It  was  easy,  as  Lucretius  had 
observed,  to  stand  on  the  safety  of 
the  shore  2nd  pass  judgment  on 
the  work  of  those  battling  against 


the  wind  and  waves  in  a  high  sea. 
It  was  perhaps  even  easier  six  and 
a  half  years  later. 

There  seemed  to  be  an  increas¬ 
ing  tendency  to  believe  that  it  was 
oMy  necessary  to  assert  the  fault  of 
trial  counsel  to  sustain  an  argu¬ 
ment  that  die  conviction  was 
unsafe  y  unsatisfactory. 

Whether  thar  was  due  to  a 
mistaken  interpretation  of  the 
observations  on  that  subject  by  the 
1993  report  of  the  Royal  Com¬ 
mission  on  Criminal  Justice, 
charred  by  Viscount  Rundman  of 
Doxford.  (Cm  2263),  their  Lord¬ 
ships  did  not  know  but  they  did  see 
far  reaching  implications  in  the 
commission's  suggestion  at  chap¬ 
ter  9.  paragraph  39.  that  even  a 
reasonable  decision  of  counsel 
could  be  the  cause  of  a  miscarriage 
of  justice. 

The  court  amid  not  countenance 
a  case  in  which  the  defendant  was 
serving  a  prison  sentence  for  no 
other  reason  than  a  mistake  on 
counsel's  pan  but  equally,  where 
counsel's  judgment  had  been 
reasonable,  there  was  a  strong 
public  interest  that  the  legal  pro-  | 
cess  should  not  be  indefinitely  ■ 
prolonged  on  the  ground,  for 
example,  that  a  defendant's  case 
advanced  within  a  different  frame¬ 
work  might  have  stood  a  greater 
chance  of  success. 

The  advantages  claimed  for  the 
adversarial  system  of  justice  of 
necessity  depended  greatly  on  the 
skill  and  judgment  of  trial  counsel. 

Solicitors:  J.  M.  Wilson, 
Birmingham:  Crown  Prosecution 
Service.  Birmingham. 


Mr  Patrick  O'Connor.  QC  and 
Mr  Nigel  Lambert,  assigned  ty 
the  Begistnirof  Criminal  Appeals, 
for  the  appellant;  Mr  Nigel  M. 
Peters  for  the  Crown.  • 

THE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE, 
defivtxing  the  judgment  of  the 
court,  said  that  the  trial  judge 
accepted  that,  between  1990  and 
1993,  there  had  been  five  ship¬ 
ments  of  rannahis  concealed  in 
rubber  or  mattress  fibre. 

Successful  importations  bad  re¬ 
sulted  from  three,  and  the  part  of 
the  confiscation  order  attributable 
to  them  was  £3.740,086,  to  which 
there  was  no  dtallenge.  The  appeal 
concerned  the  balance  of 
£iL57L64i  which  reflected  bene¬ 
fits  the  appellant  had  received 
from  earlier  drug  trafficking. 

Between  1970  and  1979  he  had 
rirah  extensively  in  cannabis  im¬ 
portations.  He  had  been  arrested 
m  1979  but  managed  to  abscond, 
was  re-arrested  and.  in  June  1986. 
he  pleaded  guihy  and  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  six  years  imprisonment 
for  conspiracy  to  import  cannabis 
and  six  months  for  absconding. 
Found  in  his  possession  on  his  re- 
arrest  was  £234.000  and  he  was 
fined  that  amount. 

The  1986  conviction  preceded  the 
Drug  Traffic  Offences  Act  1986  and 
no  assessment  of  the  benefits  from 
his  drug  trafficking  between  1970 
and  1979  had  been  made  in  respect 
of  the  1986  sentence.  No  confisca¬ 
tion  order  was.  or  could  have  been. 
nwH»  at  that  time  in  respect  of 
those  benefits  and  he  was  not, 
therefore,  in  jeopardy  of  having 
such  art  order  made. 

For  his  own  purposes  the  appel¬ 
lant  admitted  an  oath  (hat  he  had 
so  benefited  and.  in  effect,  boasted 
of  having  lived  comfortably  off  the 
proceeds: 

Thereby  he  afforded  proof  to  a 
court  of  benefits  deriving  from 
drug  trafficking  “before  or  after 
the  commencement  of  section  1”  as 
set  out  in  section  2{l)(a)  of  the  1986 
AcL 

On  the  present  appeal  the  ques¬ 
tion  at  issue  was  whkher  the  trial 
judge  in  1994  was  entitled  when 
making  his  confiscation  order  to 
take  into  account  the  earlier 
benefits. 

Section  38(1)  provided  that  “drug 
trafficking"  meant  doing  or  being 
concerned  in  doing  various  speci¬ 
fied  acts  in  relation  to  oantroOed 
drags,  whether  in  England  and 
Wales  or  elsewhere,  arid,  by  con¬ 
trast  defined  "drug  trafficking 
offences"  as  meaning  specifies 
offences  set  out  in  a  list. 


Mr  O'Connor  principally  retied 
on  section  38fc8  wtdeh^wried 
f>m(  references  in  the  1986  Aa  to 
offences  induded  a.  reference  to 
offences '  committed-  -before  the 
commencement  of  section  I.  but 

nothing  in  ihe  Act  iuqtosed  any 
duly  or  conferred  any  power  .on 
any  court  in  or  in  connection  with 
proceedings  against  a  person  fora 
drug  trafficking  offence  instituted 
before  die  commencement  of  tbal 
section. 

Mr  O'Connor  argued  dial;  by 
tatrinfl  die  benefits  front  the  1970  to 
1979  mto  account  m  making  the 
confiscation  crier*  the  trial  judge 
in  1994  was  purporting  to  exercise 
a  power,  in.  connection  with 
proceedings  against  the  appellant 
for  a  drag  trafficking  offence 
instituted  before  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  section  1  of  the  AcL 
Ingenious  though  that  iirguiaait 
was,  their  Lordships  were  quite 
satisfied  that  ft  was  misconceived. 
The  power  exercised  by  the 

judge  was  hot  in  connection  wife 

proceedings  for  the  .earlier  drug 
trafficking  offences;  it  was.  in 
connection  with  drug  trafficking. 
Those  terms  w etc  separately  de¬ 
fined  in  section  38(1)  ana  were  quite 
distinct. 

Mr  O'Connor’s  construction ‘Of 
section  38(4)  would  be  wholly 
inconsisteiirwift  section  2(9-  7, 
His  Lordship  said  that  - section 
2(5)  of  the  1986  Act  specifiaffiy 
permitted  the  court,  even  where 
there  had  been  previous  proceed¬ 
ings  for  a  drag  trafficking  offence 
and  a  confiscation  order,  had  been 
made,  to  make  a  further  confisct 
.  non  anderin  respectof  benefits  not 
covered  by  the  earlier  mder. 

It  would  makg  no  sense;  to 
ooristrue  section  38(4)  as  prohibit¬ 
ing  that  which  section  2(5)  specifi¬ 
cally  allowed.  There  was  no 
ambiguity  in  the  meaning  of 
section  38(4)  and  their  Lordships 
were  satisfied  that  it  dhf  not 
operate  to  prohibit  die  approach 
which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
judge  in  the  present  ease.. 

Ihae  being  no  ambiguity  or 
lack  of  certainty  in  die  statutory 
provisions,  their  Lordships  could 
not  accept  Mr.  O'Connor's  sub¬ 
mission  to  have  regard  to  Euro¬ 
pean  law  in  interpreting  them.  \ 
Mr  O’Connor'S  final,  argument 
was  based  on  alleged,  double 
jeopardy,  but  the  argument  was 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
section  2(5)  of  the  1986  Act 
All  Mr  -  O'Connor's  grounds 
were  rejected.  Since  there  was  no 
dispute  about  ffie-.figures,  the 
challenge  to  the  confiscation  order 
failwi  and  the-  appeal  was 
dismissed. 

Solicitors:  Sofia  tor.  Customs 
and  Excise. 


Judicial  review 


In  re  CawlQr  and  Others 

Wherejustkes  oammittedapersan 
to  custody  for  failing  to  pay  a  &k 
by  a  warrant  which  was  defective 
the  appropriate  remedy  was  ju¬ 
dicial  review  rather  than  habeas 
corpus. 

The  Queen's  Bench  Divisional 
COurt  .(Lord  Justice  Simon  Brawn, 
Mr  Justice  Scott  Baker  and  Mr 
Justice  Latham)  so  held  00  Novem¬ 
ber  28  in  refusing  applications  by 
Bridget  Cawley.  Nicola  Ryan  and 
Joanne  Healey  for  writs  of  habeas 
corpus  to  release  them  from 
committal  to  custody  by  Oldham 
Justices.  Torquay  Justices  and 


Bolton  Justices^ respectively. 

LORD  JUSTICE;  SIMON 
BROWN  said  that  young  offend¬ 
ers,  in  particular,  ought  .not  m  be 
locked  up  fornonpayinent  of  fines 
unless  no  sensible  alternative  pre¬ 
sented  itself  but  habeas  corpus  bad 
no  useful  role  to  play  in  reviewing 
such  decisions.  t 

In  judicial  review  the  court  bad 
wider  powers  of  disposal.  Further¬ 
more,  in  judicial  review  the  chall¬ 
enge  was  directed  where  it  should 
be.  at  the  justices,  rather  titan  at 
the  prison  authorities  whose 
involvement  was.  In  .truth, 
immaterial.  •  •. 
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ji  FILM  1 

Love  springs 
eternal  in  the 
White  House,  but 
The  American 
President  never 
wakes  up 


■  FILM  2 

Victorians  and 
ants  are  placed 
earnestly  under 
the  microscope 
in  Angels 
and  Insects 
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Romancing 
the  stonefaced 

Mils  Sf  easm 


Michael  Douglas 
used  to  carry  the 
image  of  a  man 
permanently  cm 
sexual  stand-by.  Not  so  now. 
In  last  year's  Disclosure,  he 
declined  Demi  Moore’s  invita¬ 
tions  31  times  In  a  single  scene. 
This  year,  in  The  American 
President,  he  acts  the  perfect 
gent.  He  takes  things  slowly, 
starting  with  a  civilised  offer  of 
“a  doughnut,  coffee  or  some¬ 
thing".  He  dances.  He  sends 
flowers.  Well,  he  needs  to  be 
careful.  He  is  the  President, 
Andrew  Shepherd  by  name,  a 
Bill  Clinton  without  the  wob¬ 
bles.  riding  high  with  an 
approval  rating  of  63  per  cent. 
He  is  safely  widowed,  too, 
with  a  graceful  young  daugh¬ 
ter  who  spends  all  her  spare 
time  learning  the  trombone. 

Carefulness  and  safety  are 
the  watchwords  throughout 
this  stately,  soporific  film.  Rob 
Reiner,  the  director,  and  his 
crew  may  believe  they  are 
treading  dangerously  by 
poaching  some  aspects  of  Clin¬ 
ton’s  presidency  for  fictional 
use  and  pushing  pet  causes 
such  as  gun  control  and  the 
environment.  But  their  film 
has  no  more  teeth  than  a  baby. 
It  flies  on  the  wings  of  a 
romance  so  decorous,  so  gen¬ 
tle,  that  Michael  Douglas  and 
Annette  Bening,  the  environ¬ 
mental  lobbyist  who  catches 
his  eye,  might  be  in  a  movie  SO 
years  old. 


CINEMA:  A  dull 
Michael  Douglas 
in  a  dated  look  at 
love  and  politics 
loses  the  vote 
of  Geoff  Brown 

The  film  starts  slowly,  and 
rarely  picks  up  much  speed.  In 
offices  both  oval  and  square, 
talk  tumbles  out  about  poll 
ratings.  Congressional  votes 
and  strategy.  Then  Aaron 
Sorkin,  who  also  wrote  A  Few 
Good  Men.  introduces  his 
leading  lady.  “I’m  trying  to 
savour  the  Capra-esque  quali¬ 
ty."  .  Betting's  lobbyist  says, 
fingering  brighf-eyed  at  the 
White  House  security  gate. 

But  the  film  never  aims  for 
the  populist  sweep  of  Capra’s 
Mr  Smith  Goes  to  Washing¬ 
ton,  or  contemporary  equiva¬ 
lents  such  as  Dave.  It  settles 
instead  for  small  ironies  and 
incongruities  as  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  romance  is  hemmed  in 
by  the  demands  of  office.  He 
struggles  to  order  flowers 
from  a  florist  His  political 
opponent  Richard  Dreyfuss, 
starts  character  smears  on  the 
election  trail.  Then,  just  when 
the  lovers  kiss  in  die  China 
Room,  the  President  gets 


“A  MONSTER 
HIT... 

THOROUGHLY  ENJOYABLE 
...ENTERTAINMENT  TO  WARM 
THE'  COCKLES  OF  YOUR  HEART" 

“A  PALPABLE  HIT” 

“...AMUSING,  AFFECTIONATE 
AND  REFRESHINGLY 
GOOD-HUMOURED" 

“A  VERY  ACCOMPLISHED 
COMEDY” 

“IT’S  A  PLEASURE  FROM 
START  TO  FINISH... 
FIZZES  WITH  GOOD  LINES... 
VERY  FUNNY" 
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so  much  from  Ry 
lance  or  Kensit  but  from 


Kristm  Scott  Thomas,  cast  as 


one  of  the  family's  poor  rela¬ 
tions.  She  urges  the  naturalist 
to  make  his  mark  with  a 


popular  book  on  ant  life  and, 
as  the  drama  hots  up,  shows 
more  colour  than  you  would 
ever  expect  from  a  repressed 
spinster  dressed  in  black. 

But  it  takes  more  than  the 


admirable  Scott  Thomas  to 


make  Angels  and  Insects  catch 
fire.  Haas’s  film,  handsome 


and  intelligent  is  a  film  that 
stands  still:  too  arid  to  glide 
along  like  a  piece  of  Merchant 
Ivory,  too  blunt  and  awkward 
to  prise  open  Victorian  En¬ 


gland's  dark  secrets. 

For  a  few  moments  it  looks 
as  though  Unstrung  Heroes 
will  be  another  warm  drama 
about  a  boy  growing  up,  shot 
.in  nostalgic  brown  hues.  Then 
the  adult  characters  barge  in. 
True.  Andie  MacDowefl.  the 
kid's  mother,  is  sweet  and 
saintly  as  she  wastes  away 
through  a  fatal  disease.  But 
father  (John  Turturro)  is  cut 
from  different  cloth.  He  in¬ 
vents' lunatic  objects,  like  an 
interior  tort  that  descends 
from  the  ceiling.  “Mom.  is  dad 
from  another  planet?"  the  boy 
asks,  bemused. 


Father’s  quirks  are  nothing 


■  FILM  3 

Unstrung  Heroes, 
Diane  Keaton's 
debut  as  a 
director,  is  a 
pleasing  hymn 
to  eccentricity 


■  FILM  4  _- 

The  Brothers 
McMullen ,  feted  I 
at  Sundance,  is  ' 
a  New  York  Irish  j, 
story  told  on  the . 
smallest  of  budgets 


called  away  to  bomb  Tripoli. 
No  blitzkrieg,  of  course:  just  a 
few  missiles  aimed  at  Intelli¬ 
gence  HQ.  staffed  by  a  skele¬ 
ton  night  shift. 

Such  political  caution  saps 
much  of  the  film’s  energy. 
Douglas’s  performance  fur¬ 
ther  drains  resources.  There  is 
too  much  presidential  pomp, 
too  small  a  glimpse  of  the 
ordinary  man  within.  Bening 
is  charm  personified  as  Syd¬ 
ney  Wade;  unfortunately, 
bright  eyes,  a  winning  smile, 
and  a  strong  supporting  cast 
can  only  take  this  soft,  boring 
film  so  far. 

Some  people  appear  to  be 
bom  film-makers;  their  im¬ 
ages  flow  like  wine  from  a 
bottle!  Then  there  is  someone 
like  Philip  Haas,  last  seen 
adapting  Paul  Auster’S  novel 
The  Music  of  Chance.  Water¬ 
ing  Angels  and  Insects,  the 
American  director's  second 
feature,  you  must  admit  the 
man  has  brains.  But  he  tries 
too  hard:  each  word,  costume 
and  glimpse  of  architecture  in 
this  Victorian  drama  is  put 
into  place  with  such  calcula¬ 
tion  that  you  almost  long  for 
Sylvester  Stallone  to  crash 
through  the  walls  and  collapse 
the  heroine’s  four-poster  bed. 

Patsy  Kensit  spends  much 
time  there,  swathed  in  cush¬ 
ions.  canopies  and  gauze,  con¬ 
ceiving  rabies  for  the 
Alabasters,  pillars  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  aristocracy.  Her  husband 
(Mark  Rylance)  comes  from  a 
different  class:  a  penniless 
naturalist,  he  is  given  shelter 
by  the  lord  of  the  manor.  Love 
appears  to  flourish  between 
the  young  oouple.  although  the 
lady’s  fecundity  suggests  ex¬ 
tra-mural  activity  while  the 
naturalist  is  busy  studying 
ants.  Insect  society,  human 
society:  the  parallels  are 
drawn  repeatedly. 

The  story  and  its  intricate 
ideas  come  from  AS.  ByatTs 
novella  Morpho  Eugenia,  and 
Haas,  bookish  fellow,  hugs 
them  closely  10  his  chesL  The 
camera  may  relish  the  cos¬ 
tumes  and  butterflies,  and  the 


Gothic  fan  vaulting  of  Arbury 
Hall,  the  chosen  location,  near 


Nuneaton;  but  this  is  a  film  of 


words,  long  words,  arranged 
in  formal  patterns.  You  can 
tell  the  naturalist's  unease  by 
his  pauses,  and  Rylance's  dry, 
awkward  delivery  only 
strengthens  the  feeling  of  a 
film  fettered  by  literature. 


Wild  Bill 
flies  again 

David  Robinson  on  a  centenary 
tribute  to  a  film  director  whose  talent 
was  untamed  by  studio  routine  ' . 


Michael  Douglas  and  Annette  Bening  dance  towards  destiny  in  The  American  President 


The  American 


President 


political  romance 


Unstrung  Heroes 


Eccentric  heartwarmer 


from  Diane  Keaton 


The  Brothers 


McMullen 


Lurhiere,  15.  %  mins 


Sex.  talk  and  beer 


with  Irish  Americans 


bitter-sweet  tale?  Diane 


Keaton,  no  less.  Most  per¬ 
formers  who  turn  directors 
leap  for  the  mainstream;  but 
by  making  this  her  cinema 
debut  after  Heaven,  a  curious 
documentary  about  the  after¬ 
life.  Woody  Alien's  former 
muse  is  declaring  her  indepen¬ 
dence.  She  has  definite  gifts  as 
a  director  the  visual  surface  is 
lively,  and  the  main  characters 
stay  in  focus  no  matter  how 
strange  their  behaviour. 

Turturro  pushes  too  hard  as 
the  inventor  father.  The  rest 


Still,  better  Burns’S  corned 


beef  and  cabbage  than  Dr 
Jekyl!  and  Ms  Hyde,  directed 
by  David  Price,  which  readies 
the  peak  of  hilarity  when 
Jekyll  wakes  up  in  a  nightie 
and  Hyde  sprouts  a  mous¬ 
tache.  if  Jim  Carrey  had 
starred,  as  planned,  this  riff  on 
Stevenson's  story  might  have 
paraded  its  dim  wits  with 
confidence.  But  Tim  Daly 
lacks  Carrey’s  manic  panache. 
This  could  be  the  year’s 
unfunniest  comedy. 


The  National  Film  The¬ 
atre  is  commemorating 
the  centenary  of  one  of 
Hollywood’s  most  colourful 
personalities  and  expansive 
talents,  with  its  retrospective 
William  Wellman  —  The 
Eternal  Rebel. 

Wellman  was  bom  in 
Brookline.  Mass  on  February 
29.  1896.  and  as  a  teenager 
shamed  his  middle-class  fam¬ 
ily  by  getting  probation  for 
stealing  a  car  and  dropping 
out  of  high  school.  The  nick¬ 
name  “Wild  Bill"  was  earned 
long  before  Hollywood  days 
by  his  aggressive  style  as  a 
professional  hockey-player. 

When  the  First  World  War 
broke  out  in  Europe,  Wellman 
rushed  to  join  the  French 
Foreign  Legion,  an  experience 
which  he  would  recall  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  century  later  in  Beau 
Geste  0939).  After  America 
entered  the  war  he  became  one 
of  the  most  famous  aces  of  the 
Escadrille  Lafayette,  a  fighter 
squadron  of  the  French  Air 
Service  made  up  of  young 
Americans.  He  was  shot 
down,  broke  his  back  and 
returned  to  America  with  the 
Croix  de  Guerre,  with  four 
palmes  d’or,  and  a  mass  of 
injuries  which  he  never 
allowed  to  curtail  his  physical 
exploits  or  his  hard  drinking. 

Wellman  worked  as  a  sales¬ 
man.  then  performed  wing- 
walking  stunts  in  an  aerial 
circus  until  a  (probably  con¬ 
trived)  forced  landing  on 
Douglas  Fairbanks's  polo  field 
brought  him  his  first  job  in 
pictures,  as  an  actor.  He  didn't 
like  the  experience,  and  chose 
instead  to  work  as  studio  mail 
boy  and  prop  man  until  he 
could  progress  to  directing 
low-budget  Westerns. 

These  were  good  enough  for 
Paramount  to  risk  him  on 
Wings,  a  film  intended  to  do 
for  the  Air  Corps  what 
MOM’S  epic  The  Big  Parade 
had  done  for  the  infantry. 
Paramount  were  convinced 
the  film  was  a  disaster,  but  it 
proved  one  of  the  biggest  box- 
office  hits  up  to  that  time,  and 
won  Hollywood's  first  Best 
Picture  Oscar.  Wellman  was 
not  invited  either  to  the  pre¬ 
miere  or  the  Oscar  ceremony. 

For  the  studios,  contract 
directors,  such  as  Wellman 
was  throughout  his  career, 
were  simply  employee  opera¬ 
tives.  They  were  handed 
ready-made  scripts,  required 


to  choose  their  cast  and  crew 
from  the  studio’s  pool  of  talent, 
and  expected  to  deliver  the 
finished  product  within  a  fixed 
time  and  budget. 

Under  these  circumstances, 
turning  out  films  at  the  rate  of 
four  or  five  a  year,  Wellman 
made  his  share  of  routine 
programme  fillers.  At  the 
same  time  he  regularly  dem¬ 
onstrated  how  an  instinctive 
artist,  even  under  these  re¬ 
straints,  could  make  films  of 
real  class  and  authority. 

In  1931,  for  example,  as¬ 
signed  a  gangster  story,  he 
had  the  inspiration  to  switch 
the  actors  playing  the  two 
young  hoodlums:  James 
Cagney,  taking  over  the  lead 
from  Eddie  Woods,  was  thus 
launched  as  a  major  star;  and 
The  Public  Enemy  became  the 
prototype  of  the  great  gangster 
movies. 

He  turned  Wild  Boys  of  the 
Road  (1933)  into  a  ferocious 
expose  of  conditions  in  the 
Great  Depression.  The  origi¬ 
nal  A  Star  is  Bom  (1937)  with 
Fredric  March  and  Janet 
Gaynor  remains  unsurpassed 
by  later  remakes. 

In  a  compelling  documenta¬ 
ry  conceived  by  Wellman’s 
son,  William  Jr.  and  scripted 
and  directed  by  Todd  Robin¬ 
son.  a  pageant  of  Hollywood 
luminaries  from  Clint  East- 
wood  to  Martin  Scorsese  pay 
tribute  to  Wellman's  acuity  in 
casting,  his  unerring  directori¬ 
al  skills  and  his  instinctive 
pictorial  sense. 

The  end  of  Wellman’s  Hol¬ 
lywood  career  was  bitter  dis¬ 
appointment.  The  Warner 
studio  seemed  ready  to  give 
him  the  chance  to  fulfil  his 
dream  of  making  a  film  about 
the  Escadrille  Lafayette,  to  be 
called  (Test  la  Guerre.  But 
when  the  film  was  finished, 
the  studio,  in  Wellman’s  view, 
butchered  it.  imposed  a  quite 
inappropriate  happy  end,  and 
retitled  it  Lafayette  Escadrille. 
Derisive  to  the  last,  Wellman 
announced  that  he  had  had 
enough  of  movies.  Occasional¬ 
ly  in  toe  years  that  followed  he 
would  toy  with  new  film  ideas, 
but  he  never  again  set  foot  on  a 
studio  stage.  He  died  in  1975. 
of  leukaemia,  and  instructed 
that  his  ashes  be  scattered 
from  a  plane. 

•  The  William  Wellman  season 
continues  at  the  National  Film 
Theatre  (017142S-3232)  until 
December  17 


compared  to  those  of  his 
uncles,  who  share  a  rambling 
apartment  crowded '  with 
newspapers.  Uncle  Danny 
(Michael  Richards)  suffers 
from  persecution  mania  and 
believes  Eisenhower  is  a  Nazi 
(the  time  is  toe  1960s).  Uncle 
Arthur  (Maury  Chaykin)  col¬ 
lects  society’s  effluvia:  wed¬ 
ding  cake*  decorations, 
bouncing  balls.  When  his 
mother’s  illness  starts  to  bite, 
the  boy,  played  by  Nathan 
Watt,  moves  m  with  them, 
basking  in  their  kindly  glow, 
and  nurturing  eccentricities  of 
his  own.  . 


And  the  director  of  this 


play  with  grace,  relishinj 
good  lines  in  Ric 
LaGravenese’s  script,  srm 
ing  the  way  for  a  film  that 
never  move  box-office  m 
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delight  in  nonconformity. 
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brothers  thrashing  out 
ters  of  sex,  family  and  reli 
as  they  dutch  toeir  beer  on 
front  stoop  are  not  my 
ferred  screen  material.  ’ 
appeal  to  some:  Ed\ 
Burns’s  The  Brott 

mat- 
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pre- 
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yard 
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McMullen  won  toe  Gi 
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Jury  Prize  at  this  yi 
Sundance  festival. 

ear’s 

Is  So  Touching 
The  Heart  Almost  Stops." 

axdieMacDOWELL  ;ohx  TURTURRO  Michael  RICHA 


of  budgets,  the  film  makes  no 
attempt  to  please  through  its 
looks;  even  the  haircuts  are 
terrible.  Characterisation  is 
everything.  So  is  the  mascu¬ 
line  point  of  view.  The  guys, 
thrown  together  in  working- 
class  New  York,  spar  elo¬ 
quently  '  enough.  But  the 
women  who  inspire  their  fear 
or  love  lad;  credibility. 

Bums  not  only  writes  and 
directs;  he  also  plays  the 
middle  brother,  Barry,  hold¬ 
ing  the  screen  better  than 
some  in  the  cast  The  film’s 
modesty  and  refusal  to  follow 
chic  fashions  earns  it  some 


points;  not  enough,  though. 


"A  Film  to  Be  Enjoyed 
For  Its.  Numerous  Charms 
.Much  Fix." 

"Tremendous  Style, 
WTr And Emoiioxal  ' 
Generosity  - 
A\  Eyci  phonal  Film." 


GLORIO  USLY  WATCHABLE. ., §  * 
A  stylish  gangster  drama ? 
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FOR  FULL  PROGRAMME  DETAILS,  NATIONWIDE 


■  CHOICE  1 


Zoe  Wanamaker 
stars  as  The  Glass 
Menagerie  comes 
to  the  West  End 

VENUE:  In  preview  at 
the  Comedy  Theatre 


■  CHOICE  2 


Bah,  humbug! 
Clive  Francis  is 
back  in  .A 
Christmas  Carol 

VENUE:  Opens  tonight 
at  the  Barbican  Theatre 


ARTS 


■  CHOICE  3 


■ 

Dame  Kiri*Te 
Kanawa  sings  her 
only  British 
concert  this  year 

VENUE:  Tonight  at 
the  Cardiff  Arena 


Kids,  cameras, 
action:  the 
Children’s 
Film  Unit  has 
big  plans  but 
tiny  budgets 


LONDON 

THE  GLASS  MENAGERIE  Zofi 
Wanamator,  Clare  Sterner,  and  Mark 
Darter  move  Tennessee  WEams's 
elegiac  play  of  false  hopes  and 
shattered  dreams  to  die  Wad  E.-TO.  A 
transfer  tor  Sam  Mendes's  rattenl 
production  from  the  Donmar;  Ben 
WaWwi  comes  n  as  the  new  Torn 
Comedy.  Part  on  Street.  SW1  (01 71- 
369  1731).  Previews  toragh-Set. 
730pn:  opera  Dec  11. 

A  CHRISTMAS  CAROL;  Opening 
mgW  tor  Ian  Judge's  production,  wrftn 
Owe  Pranas  recr&amg  he.  bah- 
humbug  Scrooge  Greetset3.il 
overoweel  tor  some. 

Barbican.  S*  Street  EC2  (0171-638 
eSS  .i  Tonight,  7pm.  Unti  Jan  13  Q 
20TH  CBTTURY  CHOm  MUSIC- The 
Nethertancfe  Chamber  Chor  gives  the 
second  of  ihreo  concerts  in  the  year's 
Great  Chocs  ol  Europe  series  "on^rf s 
pregrarrme  ts  defeated  to  more 
modem  muse,  with  paces  tram  1907 
Ifeuuqh  1990.  Uvw  Grarastay  conducts 
St  John's.  Smilh  Square,  SW1  (0171- 
222 1061).  Torsght.  7  30pm 

ELSEWHERE 

CARUFF  Don't  rrnss  what  pramses 
fo  be  one  of  ihe  mgnfigrits  of  the  season, 

when  Dam*  Kiri  Te  Kanawa  takes  to 
the  stage  longte  tor  her  only  UK  concert 


O  ACCORDING  TO  HOYLE  The 
tensions  of  today  threaten  a  group  of 
friends  wtw  have  played  pofcer  together 
tor  13  years  New  play  commissioned 
from  VWiam  Gamnera 
Hwaptfami,  Swis3  Cortege  Centre, 
MW3  (0171-722  9301  (  Preview,  begn 
tonight.  6pm  Opens  Dec  J 1. 7pm. 

□  DEAD  HINNY.  Befeida  Lang.  Kevm 
McNatty  and  Sam  KeKy  in  Terry 
Johnson's  sharply  funny  play  about 
comics  end  sqito  ol  their  tans. 

Savoy.  The  Strand  WC2  (0171-836 
8888)  Mon-Fn,  8pm.  Set.  8 15pm.  mats 
Wad.  2.30pm  and  Sal.  5pm  0 

B  HANSEL  AND  GRETEL- Red  SMi 
and  Pop  Up  create  a  new  vomion  of  Ihe 
story,  set  n  present  day  Kiev.  Kiev  n 
19*5.  and  the  Worm  Wbod  of  fairy  tales 
and  ^ngerbread  houses 
Lyric  King  Street.  Hammersmith.  W6 
(0181-741  2311).  Previews,  today.  1  30. 
7pnr  Fit.  1  30pm  Opens  Fn.  7pm.  0 

□  HYSTERIA  Henry  Goodman  plays 
Freud,  with  Tan  Potter  as  Salvador  Dai. 
in  Terry  Johnson's  surreal,  double 
awaid-wmer  The  turmiesl  serious  play 
in  London 

Duke  ofYorta.  St  Martin's  Lane.  WC2 
(0171-836  512?)  MarvSat  ?  30pm; 
mars  Hus  and  Sol.  3pm  0 

H  AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS  Stephen 
OafcJrys  powerful  production.  with 
Nicholas  Woodeson  as  the  afl-fcnowng 


NEW  RELEASES 


♦  CANDYUAN2  (18)  Feeble 
advertises  of  the  urban  bogeyman 
created  by  Clive  Barker  With  Tony 
Tod  i.  Kelly  Rowan  Director,  BiB 
Condon 

MGM  Trocadera  0(0171-434  0031) 
Plaza  (0171-437  1234)  Warner® 
(0171-437  43431 

EUSA(15|:  Ow/wTought  French  late  of 
a  tearaway  hd  who  seeks  out  her  father 
With  Vanessa  Parade.  G£rard 
□epanfreu.  Drectar.  Jean  Becker. 
MGM*  PfccmUly  (01 71-437  356T) 
Swiss  Centre  (01 71-439  4470) 

M  THE  BLEAK  1BD WINTER  IIS)- 
Actore  struggle  to  mount  Harriet  Over¬ 
man  ic  comedy  from  Kaneth  Branagh, 
with  Mrchaei  Maloney.  Joan  Coftrts. 
Bartrierei  0  iQI  71 -638  8891)  MGUs: 
Chelsea  pi  71-352  50961  Tottenham 
Caret  Rtred  (0 1 71 -636  6 1 48)  Odsons: 
Haymarfeet  (01426  915353) 
Kensington  (01426914666)  Swiss 
Cottage  (01426  914098)  Phoentx 
(0181  -883  2233)  Richmond  (0181-332 
0030)  Ritzy  (0171-737  2121) 
Watermans  (0181568 1 1 76) 

♦  MAD  LOVE  (12)  Shallow  late  Oi 
runaway  lovers,  vrth  Drew  Barrymore 
and  Chris  O'Donne*  Director,  Antoraa 
Bird. 

Empire  (0171-437  1234)  MGM 
Fulham  Road  ®  (0171-370  2636) 

♦  MURDER  IN  THE  RR8T  (15): 
Flashy  but  absorbing  Alcatraz  drama, 
with  Kevn  Bacon,  Christian  Slater  and 


TODAY'S  CHOICE 


A  dafly  guide  to  arts 
and  entertainment 
compBed  by  Kris  Anderson 


appearance  thte  year.  Stephen  Barlow 
conducts  ihe  EngSsh  Chamber 
Orchestra 

IntnHotrel  Arana  (01222  234500). 
Tonght,  730pm.® 

GLASGOW  AND  EDINBURGH :  The 
BSC  Scottish  Symphony  Orebastra 

celebrates  ite  6Gh  arwetaary  n  fine 

slyfe.  Jerzy  Maksyrrarir  and  ttaflyn 

Brabbns  share  the  podeen  ter  a 
programme  of  Berlioz.  PadsnsrWxw. 
Bgar.  end  premares  tram  Thee 
Musgiave  and  lain  Hamilton  Evelyn 
(Sermie  and  Drrrtri  Ataneev  are  Ihe 
sotass.  Over  at  the  Usher  Hal,  400 
schoaletvkJren  herald  the  sprrt  ot 
Christmas  with  Carols  In  aid  of 
CtiMSne 

Royal  Coneart  HaB.  Buchanan  Street 
0(0141-2275511)  Live  on  Ratio  3. 
Usher  HaU.  Lothian  Road®  (0131-228 
1155).  Both  at  7.30pm. 

SOUTHAMPTON:  True  lore.  Jealousy, 
revenge  and  adventure,  al  rated  etto 
ona  tor  Tbe  Count  of  Monte  Citato. 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jaramy  Kingston's  assessment 
of  theatre  showing  In  London 
■  House  full,  returns  only 
B  Some  seats  svafiatoie 
□  Seats  stall  prices 


Inspector,  and  Edward  Peel  and  Susan 
Engel  as  the  pttara  ol  society 
Garrick.  Charing  Crass  Road.  WC2 
10171-494  508S)  Mon-Fil.  7  45pm;  Sat, 
8.15pm:  mats  Wed.  2.30pm.  Sal.  5pm 

B  JOLSON:  The  tvghs  and  lows  ot  (he 
anger  with  wtihd  monster  ego  Brian 
Conley  belts  out  the  songs  enpyabfy 
and  SaDy  fim  Treated  is  an  mpressire 
Riijy  Keeler 

Victoria  Palace.  Victoria  Street  SW1 
(0171-834  13171.  Mon- Sat  7.30pm; 
mats  Wed  and  SaL  3pm.  ® 

B  MACK  AND  MABEL- Jerry 
Herman's  musical  set  In  early 
Hollywood.  Fine  songs,  though  a 
troublesome  book.  Starring  Howard 
McGdn  and  s  defrghtfui  Caroline 
O'Connor 

Ptecadffly.  Denman  Street.  W1  (0171- 
369  1734}  Mon- SaL  7  45pm.  mats  Wed 
and  Sal.  3pm. 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Gaotl  Brown's  aaaaa— wnt  of 
Mss  In  London  and  (whars 
kidkatsd  wMi  tha  symbol  ♦) 
oo  release  across  lha  country 


Gary  OWman.  Director.  Mara  Rocoo. 
MGMk  Futham  Road  (0171-370 
2636)  Haytnartad  (01 71-839 1527) 
Odaon  Swrisa  Cottage  (01426 
914098)  UCI  WfaMays  ®  (01 71-792 
3332)  Wsnar 0(0171-437  4343) 

MY  DARLING  CLEMENTINE  (U)' 
John  Ford's  wonderful  1946  western 
about  Wyatt  Earp.  w*h  Henry  Fonda. 
Lndo  Darnel  and  Victor  Mature 
B-noir  (0171-837  8402) 

♦  THE  SAKTA  CLAUSE  (U)-  Divorced 
dad  becomes  ihe  nw  Santa  Broad 
taraly  comedy  w<h  a  human  face, 
featuring  Ton  Alert. 

MGM  Chetsu  (0171-35250961 
Odaons:  Ksslngtow  (01426  914666) 
Swiss  Cottaga  (01428  91 4098)  West 
End  (01426  915574)  UCI  WMMeys0 
(0171  7923332) 

SISTER  MY  SBTER  (15)- Modest 
chamber  prece  about  a  sttffing  French 
household  YWh  Joely  Kchardson. 
Jodhi  May  and  Julie  Waters  Dmector. 
Nancy  MecMer. 

MGMk  Hoymariret  (0171  -839 1527) 
Tottenham  Court  Rd  (01 71  -636  6 1 48) 


Ken  IS  adapts  Dumas's  dessc. 
NtdIMd.  Urwenky  Road  (D17D3 
671 771).  Previews  tortgtt-Mon,  7.30pm: 
mats  Fri  and  Mon.  1 30pm.  Sri. 

230pm.  Opens  Dec  12;  und  Jan  20.0 

DARLMGTON-  Anns  Manson.  the  test 
women  ever  to  conduct  at  ihe  Satztug 
FssthraL  feeds  lontgK'sedectfc 
Nortbam  SMonia  programme  ot 
Fiayrti.  Weber.  Bartok  and  Ravel.  DsvM 
Haslantakes  rarer  temortow  In  CatfcJe 
for  some  testwe  tamfly  ontertaemani  ol 
Peter  and  the  W&ff  and  Raymond 
Briggs'S  The  Snowman 
Dolphin  Centra  0  (0500 1325 
488555).  7  45pm;  Fri.  CrelWa,  Sends 
Centra  0(0800  SOI  996).  7.30pm 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

Dwblrw  Dora  Carrington  (0171-638 
4141} . . .  MMiMusmbi:  Westerner 
Kings  and  tea  Metfiaval  PMaca  ot 
wastrrwrster  (0171  -638 1555) . . . 
Hayward-  Art  and  Power  Etaflpe 
infer  ttte  dctolara  1930-1945  (071-926 
3144) .. .  MHcinilOa9ary:The 
National  Gatery  in  Wodd  WarR  (0171- 
747  2885) ...  NaBooal  PorMt 
GMiqt  Rshard  and  Maria  Coeway 
(0171-3060055).  .  Royal  Academy: 
Africa.-  At  of  a  Continent  (0171  -439 
7438) . . .  Tata:  Dynasties:  Partings  In 
Tudor  and  Jacobean  England  (0171-887 
8000) . . .  V  A  A:  Jain  Art  bom  tnefa 
(0171-9388500) 


□  THE  MASTER  BUILDER-  Peter 
HaTs  ssxuaiy  understated  production: 
Alan  Batea  the  wnoktaitog  hero;  wah 
Gemma  Jones  and  Wctona  Handtcn. 
Thertre  Royl.  HaymeriieL  SW1 
(0171-930  880CQ.  Mon-SaL  7  45pm: 
mrts  Wed  and  Sat.  3pm  Q 

B  MOTHER  COURAGE  AND  IER 
CtBLDRBfc  Dtsna  Rigg  in  Hie  rale  of 
BrecWsepfcderanaatwnolwai. 
Jonatfun  Kant  directs  a  new  version  by 
David  Hare. 

National  (Older).  South  Bank,  S£l 
(0171 -928  2252).  Tonkyit-Oec  12, 

7. 1 5pm;  mat  Sat  2pm.  B 

□  TAMNGSaiES-  Ronald  Hawootfa 
onttrgfng  dara,  bftsed  on  tha 
investigations  of  conductor 
Futw^igter's  sieged  Nazi  sympathies. 
Smart)  performances  by  Daniel 
Massey  aid  MUreeUwiiHtigUjn. 
Orttarloa.P1cczByCacua.WC2 
(0171-368 1747)  Torighi-SaL  7  30pm; 
mot  SaL  220pm.  Fnal  week. 

□  THE  WIW  M  THE  WILLOWS: 
Jeremy  Smden  plays  the  ebutient  Toed 
In  the  now  annual  return  ol  the  National 
Theatre  production  Less  amazing  stage 
effects  hare  but  sta  defr^tihJ. 

Old  Vic.  Waerioo  Road,  SE1  (0171- 
9286655)  Mon-SaL  7.30pm;  contact 
box  office  lor  mat  schedule.  0 
TichW  fetomatian  suppted  by  Soctety 
of  London  Theatre. 


CURRENT 


♦  GOLDQEYE:  (12):  Pierce  Brosnan 
ivrinldes  as  the  new  Jamas  Bond:  a  np- 
■oaring  thrtfer  wah  a  sense  ot  tunora 


Youngsters  attending  the  weekly  sessions  can  learn  about  every  aspect  of  film-making,  from  loading  the  camera  to  choosing  the  best  location 

Tm  rSTd  Hilary  Finch  discovers  animated  doddery  dinosaurs 

teUH=  SSJd^  and  budding  Tarantinos  at  the  Children’s  Film  Unit  wesS^M,  p^onaa 


Ctapham  Picture  Kouee  (01 71 -436 
3323)  MGMk  Baker  Stiwot  (0171-935 
9772}  Ctieisea  (01 71 -352  5006) 
Futam  Read  (0171  -370  2636) 

Notarrg  HB  Coronet  0  (0171-727 
6705)  Odaone:  Kensfagton  (01426 
91466Q  Laieaolar  Square  (01426 
915683)  Marble  Arch  (01428  914501) 
Series  Cottoge  (01426914096)  UC) 
Wliltelsy  0(0171-792 3332) 

LA  HAME  flS):  PowerM.  angry  drama 
about  volaHte  yauttn  an  a  Paris  houstog 
estate.  Director.  Maffaeu  Kassovttz. 
Gate  0  (01 71-727  4043]  Lumlere 
(0171-836  0691)  MGM  Fuftmn  Road 
(0171 -370  2636)  Rtey  (01 71 -737  2121) 
Screer/BMcerSl{0171«52772) 
ScresrVGreen  (0171-2263520) 

♦  TO  WONG  FOO  THANKS  FOR 
EVERYTHING,  JUUENEWMAR  (PG): 
NewYorkrfragqueensritamnlhemrd- 
West  Cosy  comedy  drama  w4h  Patrick 
Sarayze  and  Westey  Snipes 

Plaza  010171-437 1234)  Ua 
Whttateys  0  (01 71-792  3332) 

•  AWALX  IN  THE  CLOUDS  (PG): 
Vacuous  1940s  romance  Mth  Keanu 
Reeves  as  a  return  ng  soldier  who  Rnds 
a  new  fee  in  Caftforrua  s  vmeyards 
MOiTrocadera  0(01 71 -434  0031) 
Odoon  Kamtagtoo  (01426  914686) 
UCI  WWtolayaB  (01 71-792  3332) 
Warner®  (0171-437  4343) 


The  dinosaur  seemed 
to  be  having  a  bit  of 
trouble  with  his  right 
leg.  He  limped  across 
die  screen,  flailing  out  his 
thigh  in  a  gait  worthy  of  John 
Cleese  at  his  most  dysfunction¬ 
al.  This  was  the  junior  anima¬ 
tion  workshop  of  the 
Children's  Film  Unit  The 
green  plasticine  beast  was 
Bring  captured  by  11-year-old 
Thomas  Lowe,  two  frames  a 
move,  on  24  frames  of  video 
equipment  borrowed  from  the 
London  College  of  Printing. 

Next  door,  Michael 
Dowling,  a  junior  technician, 
was  fumbling  with  both  hands 
inside  a  big  black  bag,  learn¬ 
ing  the  tricky  business  of 
feeding  film  from  a  spool  into 
a  camera.  Downstairs,  in  a 
dark  subterranean  garage. 
Rosie  Thwaites  and  Ben 
Casson  (both  17)  were  setting 
up  booms,  microphones,  light¬ 
ing  and  cameras  to  rehearse  a 
hand-held  shot  for  a  two- 
minute  short  written  by  16- 
year-old  Cecilia  Bogaard:  "A 
really  horrible  story  of  jealou¬ 
sy  and  murder  among  sib¬ 
lings.  irs  called  Personal  Hell, 
’cos  that's  just  what  it  is." 

The  Children's  Film  Unit 
meets  every  Saturday  in  a 


studio  in  Putney',  southwest 
London,  shared  during  the 
week  by  a  dance  gym  and  a 
nursery  school,  and  encour¬ 
ages  10  to  18-year-olds  to 
explore  every  aspect  of  film- 
making  from  camera  work, 
lighting  and  sound  to  acting, 
writing  and  editing,  ail  under 
the  guidance  of  artistic  direc¬ 
tor  Colin  Fin  bow.  The  unit 
was  fenmed  in  1981.  growing 
out  of  FinboWs  own  small  film 
studies  department  at  Forest 
Hill  comprehensive  school  in 
southeast  London.  He  would 
take  his  own  16mm  equipment 
into  school;  make  a  handful  of 
shorts  each  year,  stockpile 
them,  then  put  on  a  film 
festival.  When  the  ICA  saw 
The  Custard  Boys,  they  ran  it 
for  a  season,  took  it  to  Cannes 
and,  before  you  could  say  take 
two.  the  CFU  was  bom. 

Eighty  children  are  now 
involved  in  the  hands-on  Sat¬ 
urday  workshops.  From  them. 
30  will  be  chosen  to  work  on 
the  annual  70-minute  summer 
film  which  involves  three 
weeks  of  shooting  on  location. 


Previous  films  have  included 
Willies  War  (first  prize  at  the 
Youth  Film  Festival  of  Flan¬ 
ders).  Emily's  Ghost  (Frank- 
fun.  Belfast,  Brighton.  Edin¬ 
burgh)  and  Doombeach 
(Frankfurt.  Sydney.  Chicago, 
London).  The  film  for  summer 
96  is  the  subject  of  heated 
discussion.  This  major  pro¬ 
duction  is  commissioned  by 
Channel  4  which,  so  far,  has 
provided  an  annual  budget  of 
EI00.000.  Next  year  the  sum 
will  be  reduced  to  £80.000. 
Hollyoaks,  after  all.  is  so  very 
expensive. 

At  midday,  the  senior  mem¬ 
bers  of  CFU  get  together  to 


discuss  next  year's  script  with 
Finbow.  Haring  learnt  the 
gentle  arts  of  individual  disci¬ 
pline,  dean  fingers,  problem¬ 
solving,  organisation  and 
social  awareness  since  they 
first  set  up  a  tripod  at  the  age 
of  10.  they  now  have.to  face  a 
new  and  daunting  set  of 
conundrums..  First .  among 
these  is  the  question  of  ac¬ 
countability  to-  their  commis¬ 
sioning  editor.  They  havejbeen 
moved  from  the  drama  de¬ 
partment  of  Channel  4  to  the 
children’s  department  and 
that  means  no  smoking  and 
no  swearing  for  a  starL 
Corran  Royie,  12,  sees  little 
chance  of  his  ideas  bring 
immortalised  in  celluloid. 
Words  fly  like  bullets  as  he 
reads  me  a  tough,  spare  script 
about  four  guys  robbing  a 
liquor  store.  It  is  worthy  of 
Tarantino — but  it  won't  do  for 
Channel  4.  What  about  adapt¬ 
ing  a  book?  Possible,  but 
theyid  have  to  pay  rights  to  the 
publisher.  With  the  time  and 
budget  available,  they  seem 
stuck  with  their  Frensham 


Heights  location.  “We  have  to 
wrap  a  story  around  a  location 
we  can  afford." 

Someone  feels  passionately 
about  making  a  film  about 
inner-city  decay.  But  that 
couldn't  be  done  in. the  woods, 
could  it?  Andihey  simply  don’t 
have  tune  to  hire  a  second  unit 
chasing  police  permits  and 
'traffic  jams  in  London.  The 
speculation  goes  an.  Kidnaps 
ping,  captivity?  The  relation^ 
‘ship  between  two  dropouts  in 
the  woods?  “Yes.  ifs  good  to  be 
'  a  little  claustrophobic  on  our 
budget.  DA  usaieW  outlines!" 

The  CFU  has  made  its 
proposal 'to  tl fe  National  Lot¬ 
tery  for  £200.000^ which would 
enable  it  to  re-equip  its  work¬ 
shops,  expand  and  offer  its 
facilities  to  more  young; 
people.  At  die  moment  each 
child  pays  a  maximum  of  ElO  a 
term  and  £2  for  each  work¬ 
shop.  The  CFU  receives  no 
government  money  at  all,  arid 
is  looking  for  a  major  sponsor 
for  the  coming  year. 

“Every  year."  says  Brianna 
Perkins,  indefatigable  admin¬ 
istrator.  producer  and  fund¬ 
raiser,  “is  a  new  struggle". 

•  Children’s  Film  Unit,Suite9,66 
Upper  Richmond  Road.  London 
SWJS2RP.  Teh 0181-871 2006 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


MAaifcHHbCf  WMStJoanrf 


2*RCRH*TCAH3BOOKN33 
CALL 0171 344  0055  (bfcg  fee) 
GRP  B0GKNG  413  3302  (bfcgtoa) 
No  booking  fee  tor  Mapi 
BraOHcaCMm 


ALDWVCH  «  0171 476  5003 
0TT1 420  0000  (no  fee) 
E«gs  7411*11  MW  C  Sal  30 


CMBRBQEBO&0CO171 494 
5054  cc  {no  bfcg  toe)  312  tflSy  344 
4444  Opa  413  3321/312  ISny 
494  5454 


COMEDY  BO  &  ce  0171 3B9 1731 
cc  0171 420  0000  pn  testae) 

ZOE  WANAMAKER  in 
THE  GLASS  MENAGERIE 

by  TENNESSEE  VRLUAMB 
Cfrectod  by  Sen  MhmJm 
Eraa  730  Mata  Sal  390 
OPgtSTCMGHTLMIHJ  SEASON 


SScc(Bfcgtoa)3«T7d**GI71 494 
500ty344  4444/420  0000  G«p»  494 
5454/4133311/3128000 

MBS  SAIGON 

E  STORY 


QBjQUD  Maabov  Are  he  oc 
0T71 494  5530  (no  bfcg  toe) 
cc  0171 3M  4444  (n  Mg  fea) 
Gm*»  0171  494  5464 

julia  McKenzie 
COMMUNICATING 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  B0  0171 9SB  HCCADR1Y  0171 3BB 1734 
2252  Grpa  0171 620  0741^4hr  cc24tn  344  4444, 

oe  ttg  tea  0171 420  0000  Grps3lZ  JWty«33321 

OLIVER  TonT,  Tenor  7.15  *D7TXHJI7Dte 

MOTHER  COURAGE  AW?  uxf\Sr.. 

CmnRBiBErfcCBrtoMtoansar  best  ihjbzcal 

LYT7LET0N  Terror  (PRETOV]  7.30  |  ‘USS^^SffUSS'Stt 


SEat  FOR  YEARS"  DExprere 


DUKE  OF  YORK'S  0171 836 
5122/9837  CC42D000CV344 
4444  04  hra,  no  fee) 


HmyGootenan  AeEngOBiAwi 
RedFfearaon  ItaiRjOar 


HYSTERIA 

by  Tory  Johnson 


CC  344  4444/420  0000  [UcgM 
THE  PET®  FULL  00MPMW 


YupertjTtanes  ‘nanrtkxa'GcIn 

THE  MASTER  BUILDER 

TWar  Kara  tee  tm  stogfngD.Tai 
Hot  to  be  naaaad  on  any  eccounT 
SJma. 

F0R5  WEEX80M-Y 


Stoppard 

COTTESLQE  Tent  Tomor  7J30 


PRMCE  B3WARD  0171 447  5400 
Fast  CM  4200M0  (24lr  Bfcg  fee) 
3444444  days  420  0200 
Cnwon  Mrofcrtrah  pnaenU 

MARTIN  GU^RE 

A  Naw  hfcaicai  by 
B0UEU.  6  9CH08BBRG 


.ii 


SHAFTESBURY  0171 319  5309 
3444444  (24te/bfcg  toe) 

ITS  BACK  -  4  WEEKS  OM.Y 
19  DEC-13  JAN  MC  MATS 
RETURN  TO  THE 

FORBIDDEN  PLANET 

TFEC0SMC  XMAS  PARTY 


VICTORIA  PALACE  BO &cc  (no 
toa)0171 834 13T7cc  (bfcg  too)  0171 
3444444^12  1996*4879877 
Quitoa  0171 312  ^BJ  tnota^  ' 
^171890  6123  (bkg  ha) 

BRIAN  CONLEY 

“Qfcw  Bropariai— wacthfe 


'I  ! 


NEW  LONDON  Onvy  Lana  MC2  B0 
0171  405  0072  CC  0171 404  4079  34h> 
01713444444/4200000 
Opt  0171 4133311/9306123 
DC  MOCK  UOR)  NOBBV 
TSRJ0TM1ERNA1DM. 


CATS 

Em7A6MteaTUeASaI300 
LATBCOfrBB  NOT  «MTIH) 
IMEAUDrrORUMJSN 
MCmON,  PLEASE  BE  PROMPT. 
Banopana(6AS 


MACK  &  MABEL 

MorSat  at  7.45,  Mato  Wed  & 
Sal  at  300 


PLAYHOUSE  0171 839  4401 
/0I71 4200000)0171 3444444 


FUNNY  MONEY 


rayrlaau  fftlrateaa-D.Tal 
•W  daaareaa  to  tai  Por  Yotr 
Wffa,  oops,  ran  E  »«*TX  Mai 

UonSat  8JJ0.  Mala  tlw  300,  Sal  500 


OUStt  BtVX  (El  bfcg  toe) 
0171 494  5040/344  4444 
Mor-Thu  {fcrn.  Fii  84£pnn  A 
Stf0pn&345pm 

ULY  SAVAGE 


lUJIK-.Dviytl 


CELL-BLOCK  H 

TW 


SHAFTESBURY  0171 379  5399 
0171 344  4444  (24hr/no  bfcg  toe) 
Grona 0171 4133321 


TOMMY 


ST  MARTirS  0171 836  M43  0» 
ttgfee)  01714979977(bkg  tea) 
Groups  0171 312 199*  (no  bfcg  toe) 
Ewo  3  Tubs  245,  Sal  5  &  8 
44#>  Yeer  ol  AgeffM  Chnsfre's 


•J0LS0N* 

Evgs  Mon-Sat  730, 

Mats  Wed  &  Set  3D0 

Now  booking  to  at  Snp  16 
Soaa  good  Mb  awMAa  c 


ROYAL  SHAREWARE 
COMPANY  LONDON 

(01716388891) 

BAPECAR 


THE  RT:  CAM  proem*  from  12  Dae 
STRATFORD  (01789  235623) 
PRMCE  EDWARD  0171 734  89S1  RST:  RICHARD  M Toni  730 

cc(24fero«igMfi»*QJ«)mOO  SWAK  MUST  I  Tail  730  MISTS 

/  0171344  4444  Ooupe  930  6183  Tomor  733 

TOP: 


Hi 

THREE  TALL  WOMEN 
Orectod  by  ANTHONY  MOE 
TueSat  Bpm  Mafe  Wtad 3m 


K420  com  grpa  312 1970  No  ttg  fee 

BEUNDA  KEVW 

IANS  MdULLY 

to  Tony  Johnocn'l  ewart 

ironing  comady 

DEAD  FUNNY 

"BMH«mr«lVfckgff' 

Eve  Stand 

MonFritem.  Srf&lSpm 


PHQE79X  BG|CC  0171 360  T733 
/3<4  4444^20  0000  (to#) 


Ifen-TTU  Bpn  FA  &  SBt  6  A  8* 


EfO  CC  0171 388  0622  From  Dae  18 
Honfti  1130  &  300 
W/CDee25Tua3ai  113)4380 


DON?  DRESS 
FOR  DINNER 


EMnfiAUJNGL  VISUALLY 


1 3f 


■flbrtou%  ferny-  OMa# 

HOBSONS  CHOICE 

byHaddBri^noa 
□ractod  by  FwA  l-buav 


WHAT  A SHOW 

Tomif'i  Sbaw  pnefca  Rnb, 
liana  TflMnn*  m  trotefl 

EigaMovStf  8pm,  Mali  Wad  3pn  ENTIRE  KJN  SOLD  OUT 

Sal  5pm  Queue  Paly  for  return 

For  a  Lbnfead  Oaaaon 


»  ai.L-Jl.J7,. 

I.l  XI  \\\  Superf?* W 

mi;  vi  ki: 

itlfL  AhX  •  ALL5HOW5  ^ •  - 


BLOOD  BROTBHiS 

STBHAMELAWBCE 
S1BM0BHS  CAW.  WAYNE 


TEL:  U1924  49^0^0 
FAX:  01924  496969 


and  hnfooaaiMBtag  kite 
theatre,  go  raxl  Me 
The  RSC  produefian  of 

THE  SHAKESPEARE 


WHTIHIAll.  369 1735/344  4444/ 
4200000 

“BEST  NEW  MUSICAL 

M  TOWN_BRUJAmrMo8 

ROY  OREGON  STORY 

GUEST-STARRING  P J.  PROBY 
ALL  SEATS  VS  PRCE  ffll  530  PERF 


-XL.  t  j-y  n  i  l-  .a.i 


180,000 
readers  of  this 
section  visit 
Art  Galleries 
and  • 

Exhibitions  at 
least  once  a 


on  0171  4811982  or  - 
fax  on  0171 481 S313. 


if ,J  iY^J  '''‘ivTTTT7*’!’ T  v^f.1 ''  ' 1  ■' v 
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Box  Office:  0171  960424* 


m»new 

an'  •  IfJ f 

u  1 '  sakt 


V  >  ? 

•  T. 


r  f  J,.— •  - 

- f '  * 

•  ■ 

V 

■  \  .•;••*•: 

* 

4  . 

■# 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  7 1995 


39 


*  THEATRE  1 

The  true  spirit 
of  Kipling  is 
evoked  in  the 
Young  Vic’s 
fine  staging  of 
The  Jungle  Book 


■  THEATRE  2 

...  but  Robert 
Louis  Stevenson 
is  ill-served  by 
the  Mermaid’s 
naff  Treasure 
Island 


THE= 


times 


ARTS 


■  THEATRE  3 

. . .  and  David 
Essex’s  music 
does  not  redeem 
Beauty  and 
the  Beast ,  a 
crass  ice  show 


■  OPERA 

Marvellous  to 
look  at,  but 
Maria  Ewing 
produces  patchy 
sounds  in  Covent 
Garden’s  Tosea 


CHRISTMAS  SHOWS:  Anthropomorphism  for  the  thinking  child ...  setting  up  camp  on  the  island ...  ice  cold  and  wet 

^  ^  -  UABJf VU  MMT2UM  i 

Exceedingly 
good 
Kipling 


I 


s  the  Young  Vic  the  place  where 
children  with  unprejudiced 
minds  and  strong,  flexible 
imaginations  can  be  most  sure 
of  a  Christmas  treat?  It  is  too  early  to 
answer  with  total  confidence,  but  the 
signs  are  good.  Last  year.  Tim  Supple 
brought  us  some  simply  staged 
Grimm  that  did  not  shrink  from 
showing  ugly  sisters  cutting  off  their 
toes  to  fit  into  the  prince’s  slippers  or 
getting  their  eyes  pecked  out  by 

vengeful  birds.  _ 

Now.  he  somewhat 
similarly  rescues 
The  Jungle  Book 
from  Disney  revi¬ 
sionism  and  gross  us 
bade  Kipling  himself,  ft  is  a  trickier 
endeavour  for  several  reasons.  A 
forest  must  be  evoked;  eight  actors 
must  play  all  sorts  of  animals, 
reptiles  and  birds;  an  archaic  lan¬ 
guage,  a  Tennyson-speak  laced  with 
“thees"  and  “thous",  must  be  em¬ 
braced;  an  author  not  Kkely  to  go 
down  well  with  same  teachers  must 
be  respected.  Supple  and  his  cast  do 
not  shirk  any  of  the  challenges 
Kipling  sets,  and.  judging  by  the 
concentration  of  a  mainly  young  first- 
night  audience,  have  coped  with  most 
of  them  pretty  successfully. 

Those  wanting  a  rerun  of  the  Rfldri- 
TDdti-Tavi  wars  may  at  first  feel 
cheated,  for  the  evening  involves  the 
boy  Mowgli  only.  He  finds  sanctuary 
with  the  wolves,  is  befriended  by  the 
bear  Baloo  and  fire  panther 
Bagheera.  is  captured  by  monkeys 
and  rescued  by  the  python  Ka a.  and 
returns  briefly  to  a  human  civilisa¬ 
tion  that  ungratefully  rejects  him 
after  he  kills  his  arid  their  great 
enemy,  the  tiger  Shere  Khan.  But 
that  is  more  than  enough. 


The  Jungle  Book 

Young  Vic 


Ferocious  percussion,  combined 
with  scarlet  light  playing  on  a  cirde 
of  red  earth,  bounce  you  into  a  jungle 
mood  before  a  word  is  spoken,  and 
the  actors  never  let  you  sbp  bade  into 
a  London  one.  Clive  Mendus  is  a 
maverick  tiger  and  not  the  bug-eyed 
vagrant  in  a  carpet  he  superficially 
resembles.  Simon  Coury  is  a  bear, 
not  a  friar  in  a  furry  brown  cowl 
Andy  Williams  is  first  a  wolf,  then  a 
python,  not  a  bald  chap  in  grey 

_  trousers,  nor  a  big, 

beefy  cove  waving  a 
long  pole. 

True,  some  small¬ 
er  spectators  did  tit- 

- - -  ter  when  Williams’s 

Kaa  did  his  sensual  dance  in 
Apeviiie,  but,  if  you  return  to  Kipling, 
you  find  that  it  is  supposed  to  look 
absurd  yet  still  mesmerise  a  score  of 
monkeys  into  becoming  the  snake's 
elevenses.  In  any  case,  the  chase 
through  the  treetops  that  precedes  h 
is  particularly  well  done,  thanks  to 
the  scurrying,  squealing  black  fig¬ 
ures  with  torches  that  swoop  on 
Ronny  Jhutti’s  Mowgli  and  spin  him 
down  the  steel  walkway  traversing 
the  stage.  The  cast  even  makes  a 
passable  stab  at  the  impossible: 
Shere  Khan's  trampling  by  a  carmily 
orchestrated  army  of  charging 
buffalo. 

Some  still  think  of  Kipling  as  an 
emotionally  challenged  imperialist 
who  set  a  million  stiff  upper  lips 
quivering  to  If  The  show  re¬ 
emphasises  how  much  of  a  travesty 
that  is.  It  admittedly  cannot  be 
unreservedly  recommended  to  senti¬ 
mentalists  who  prefer  their  pythons 
in  Looney  Tune  mode,  or  to  animal- 
rights  fanatics  who  deny  that  much  of 
creation  is  innately  carnivorous.  Kip- 


Alas,  me  hearties, 
a  pallid  offering 


Dan  Milne.  Sarah  C.  Cameron  and  Ronny  Jhutti  make  a  virtue  of  the  bare  necessities  in  The  Jungle  Book 


ling  was  not  cute,  wet  or  politically 
correct-  Bui  he  did  respect  animals 
and  what  he  persistently'  calls  the 
law  of  the  Jungle. 

Thai  phrase  has  become  a  dich£ 
synonym  for  chaos.  To  Kipling,  it 


was  the  opposite,  a  code  that  ac¬ 
knowledges  territorial  needs,  a  hier¬ 
archy  of  hunting,  a  protocol  of 
killing,  and  an  ecological  balance.  To 
him,  nature  was  harsh  but  wise,  and 
he  observed  it  with  what  can  indeed 


be  called  tough  love.  How  refreshing, 
how  splendidly  refreshing  to  be  able 
to  see  his  work  as  it  actually  is. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


I  CANNOT  deride  which  has 
left  me  colder  the  snow 
seeping  into  my  shoes  outside 
the  Albert  HaU.  or  the  three 
hours  I  have  just  spent  inside 
weathering  David  Essex’s 
hideously  tacky  Beauty  and 
the  Beast,  ice-skated  by  the 
Russian  All-Stars,  many  sen¬ 
sibly  wearing  masks. 

Touring  to  every  UK  town 
under  die  sun  for  die  next 
eight  months,  this  musical  ice 
ballet  is.  the  publicity  informs 
me.  “a  new  concept  in  enter¬ 
tainment”.  My  understanding 
of  the  word  has  indeed  been 
stretched.  This  is  the  fairy-tale 
on  die  rocks. 

Certainly,  the  All-Stars  are 
dextrous  on  their  blades. 


Dancing  in  a  winter  blunderland 


Twenty-six  of  them  zoom 
around  the  small  rink  in  dose 
concentric  circles,  possibly 
looking  for  the  exit  Beauty’s 
two  sisters  stump  on  their 
points  and  beds  with  briefly 
amusing  petulance.  One  serv¬ 
ing  man  bounces  in  doing 
one-armed  cartwheels  and 
braking  on  his  toes.  Beauty 
never  bats  an  eyelid,  legs  split 
and  hoisted  aloft  on  her 
admirer’s  hand. 

The  ladies  are  indeed  fre¬ 
quently  sent  flying  draped 
over .  pirouetting  gallants’ 
heads  or,  clutched  by  one 


ankle,  lifted  off 
the  ground  like 
fetching  rotary 
blades.  There  is 
a  transcendent 
thrill  in  such  mo¬ 
ments.  No  one  went  sailing 
into  the  stalls. 

However,  the  comic  bit 
parts,  hamming  up  bring 
soused  on  skates,  are  lame. 
The  costumes  are  cheaply 
glittery.  Half  the  company 
seem  to  think  they  are  in  Jane 
Austen  On  Ice.  Others  insist 
on  Cossack-styte  kits,  while 
the  Beast  is  a  punk  Chinese 


Beauty  and 
the  Beast 
Albert  Hall 


Dragon.  Beauty, 
starting  off  in  a 
fluff-and-petals 
number,  slips 
into  a  nauseous 
peaches-and- 
cream  frock  and  finishes  in 
her  wedding  outfit,  looking 
like  human  nougaL  Mean¬ 
while  the  Beast  twirls  in 
despair,  sinking  as  he  spins. 
This  is  probably  because  he 
has  been  cursed,  by  an  evil 
hairdresser,  with  a  monstrous 
blue  rinse  and  electric-shock 
chop. 

The  storyline  comes  in  for  a 


severe  mauling,  courtesy  of 
David  Wood  (who  made  less 
of  a  pig’s  ear  of  his  Roald 
Dahl  dramatisations).  Per¬ 
haps  the  blame  should  foil  on 
coach-cu  m-choreog  rapher 
Tatiana  Tarasova  for  the  spe¬ 
cious  dances  by  pirates,  chess 
pieces  and  the  Beast's  best 
mates,  who  also  get  turned 
into  inexplicable  animals  foot 
least  a  tartan-trimmed 
chicken). 

Anyway,  why  is  Beauty's 
father  prancing  around  with  a 
miniature  ship?  Is  he  meant 
to  be  at  sea  (1  certainly  was)  or 


is  he  a  model  boat  fanatic? 
Why  is  Beauty  pursued  in  the 
dark  wood  by  a  pack  of 
garbage  bags?  Could  they 
have  been  bears? 

Essex's  electronic  score  is 
fouddingly  tedious.  The  tunes 
might  as  well  be  on  a  loop.  At 
bizarrely  irregular  intervals, 
some  parlous  pre-recorded 
lyrics  are  heard.  Tbe  most 
prized,  judging  by  the  repeats, 
appears  to  be  “bella  beila 
sounds  like  beauty".  Erm.  no. 
it  means  beauty.  It  sounds 
blooming  terribellable. 

The  audience  made 
appreciative  noises  at  the  end. 
This  was  a  charity  evening. 

Kate  Bassett 


A  national  asset 
tinder  threat 

RADIO:  Peter  Barnard  flies  the 


flag  for  the  BBC  World  Service 


You  have  built  a  business 
with  a  reputation  for 
quality  which  is  second 
to  none.  I  am  your  principal 
investor.  Every  three  years 

you  tell  me  how  the  business  is 

doing  and  I  tell  you  how  much 
money  1  will  invest  the  fbllow- 


news:  the  business  now  has 
130  million  customers  world¬ 
wide.  My  news  is  not  so  good: 
l  have  decided  to  invest  less 
money.  The  obvious  oondu- 
sitmfc  that  you  are  clever  and  I 
am  an  idiot 

Both  correct  The  BBC 
World  Service  has  130  million 
listeners,  nor  counting  untold 
millions  in  places  tike  China 
and  Burma  where  people  who 
admit  to  listening  to  the  BBC 
are  liable  to  be  shot  The 
Foreign  and  Commonwealth 
Office,  principal  investor  in 
the  World  Service,  has  nit  its 
investment  for  next  year  by 
£5.4  million,  which  amounts 
to  20  per  cent  of  the  original 
budget  Even  larger  cuts  are 
coming  in  199?  and  HNS- 

The  World  Service,  which 
readies  more  than  one  mfllKto 
people  each  week  in  the  UK.  is 
known  in  some  BBC  circles  as 
representing  "wha*  Kadto  4 
used  to  be  like”.  Certainly,  the 
World  Service  is  an  imcom- 
promising  home  for  broad¬ 
casting  which  assumes  the 
audience  ro  be  imelfagent- 

The  Foreign  Office  funding 
cuts,  slid  under  the  door  while 
a  typhoon  of  post-Budget. 
paperwork  was  blowing 
around  Whitehall,  tend  to 


confirm  the  impression  that 
the  World  Service  only  mat¬ 
ters  to  this  Government  when 
it  is  serving  some  perceived 
propaganda  purpose:  nobody 
was  talking  cuts  during  the 
Gulf  War,  for  example. 

No  less  a  figure  than 
Marmaduke  Hussey,  the  BBC 
chairman,  chose  to  make  a 
statement  when  the  cuts  were 
announced:  “The  World  Ser¬ 
vice  is  an  acknowledged  nat¬ 
ional  asset,”  he  said,  while 
accepting  that  “it  cannot  be 
seen  in  isolation  from  the 

^bffact  it  couidbe  seen  in 
isolation,  for  the  very  good 
reason  that  the  World  Service 
is  an  invisible  export  of  for 
greater  importance  than  most 
others.  But  the  Government 
wishes  to  treat  it  as  if  it  was  a 
bypass,  therefore  the  femed 
“private  finance  initiative”  has 
been  brought  into  play. 

This  means  that  the  BBC  is 
asked  to  make  up  the  World 
Service  funding  shortfall  by 
in  investors.  The 
great  strength  of  the 
World  Service  is  that  it.  is  a 
national  asset,  owned  by  the 
nation,  it  is  not  a  telephone 
company  or  a  sewerage  works. 

If  the  Government  docs  not 
care  about  the  World  Service 
then  it  should  say  so.  But  1 
doubt  that  Malcolm  Rifidnd, 
the  Foreign  Secretary,  would 
want  to  take  further  action 
without  hearing  from  those 
who  care  about  the  World 
Sendee.  His  address  is  Room 
53.  Downing  Street  West, 
London  WIA2AL 


AN  unhappy  night  at  foe  Garden.  The 
second  Tosca  revival  of  the  season 
brought  back  Maria  Ewing  in  the  title 
role,  which  she  sang  with  considerable 
distinction  opposite  Domingo  here  four 
years  ago.  This  time  round  she  fought  a 
losing  battle  to  control  Puccini’s  vocal 
line,  which  she  found  as  slithery’  as  the 
snow-dusted  streets  outside  the  Opera 
House. 

She  still  looks  marvellous,  especially  in 
die  low-cut  peach-coloured  dress  of  Act  l. 
With  her  ringlets  and  wide-eyed,  capri¬ 
cious  expression  she  could  have  stepped 
from  Pride  and  Prejudice.  But  this  is 
Puccini,  not  Austen.  The  close  of  Act  II 
carried  some  of  the  old  power.  Tosca's 
eyes  suddenly  light  on  the  knife  on 
Scarpta’s  table  and  she  steals  across  the 
stage,  a  feline  stalking  its  prey.  The 

badfbefare  it  ends  up  in  the  heart  of  the 
police  chief.  A  rare  moment  of  drama  lit 
up  an  otherwise  timid  performance  and 
Tosco  is  not  about  timidity. 

VZssz  d'arte  began  wriL  but  faded  away 
into  streteheditotes  and  swallowed  conso¬ 
nants.  Hie  house  greeted  it  in  total 
silence,  which  probaMy  unnerved  Maria 


Ewing 
loses  her 
nerve 


OPERA 


Tosca 

Covent  Garden 


Ewing  for  the  last  act.  On  her  day  she  can 
be  a  great  artist.  This  was  not  one  ofthem. 

She  was  unfortunate  in  losing  her 
scheduled  partner.  Giuseppe  Giacomini 
withdrew  because  of  an  ear  infection  and 
Johan  Botha,  heard  as  Cavaradossi 
earlier  in  the  autumn,  stepped  in.  He  gave 
a  confident  performance,  once  some 
grittiness  had  cleared  from  the  voire, 
though  hardly  a  lyrical  one.  The  South 


African  tenor  too  often  sang  with  his  arms 
akimbo,  as  though  signalling  a  wide  at 
the  Wanderers  ground  in  Johannesburg, 
and  was  consistently  loud.  Fine  for  the 
“Vittorias monotonous  elsewhere. 

Harry  Dworchak.  probably  sensing 
that  all  around  him  was  not  well,  made  a 
cautious  house  debut,  turning  Bara i 
Scarpia  into  a  sleek  old  pussycat  and  not 
much  more.  S  carpi  as  need  to  cut  through 
the  Te  Deum  at  the  dose  of  Act  I  to  show 
who  is  in  charge  in  Rome  before  Tosca’s 
knife  finds  its  target  Dworchak  was  just 
one  of  the  congregation. 

Simone  Young,  in  an  effort  to  keep  the 
performance  together,  allowed  the  or¬ 
chestra  to  be  unduly  tepid  to  start  with 
and  then  got  tilings  moving  in  the  second 
act  The  production,  still  credited  to  John 
Cox,  gets  darker  with  each  revival  and  the 
firing  squad  could  well  have  oonipiairted 
against  the  light,  although  Botha's  ample 
Cavaradossi  gave  then  plenty  to  aim  at 

Coming  the  night  after  Aida  this  Tosca 
looked  like  an  item  designed  to  plug  a 
hole  in  the  pre-Xmas  repertory,  a  stock¬ 
ing-filler  hastily  wrapped. 

John  Higgins 


Is  anybody  out  there  listening? 


SINGER  Norma  Tinstone's 
latest  album  is  called  Well 
Kept  Secret  for  a  very  good 
reason:  like  many  of  her 
generation  of  British  jazz  mu¬ 
sicians,  she  has  foiled  to 
receive  the  recognition  she  so 
richly  deserves  after  a  3>year 
career  in  the  musfo. 

In  the  so-called  “jazz  renais¬ 
sance”  of  the  I9S05.  she  and 
her  contemporaries  were  con¬ 
sidered  too  old  to  be  young 
lions  and  too  young  to  be 
respected  veterans;  even  now. 
her  unique  contribution  to 
British  jazz,  both  in  her  own 
right  arid  as  an  inspiration  for 
the  current  rich  crop  of  angers 
from  Claire  Martin  and  Tina 
May  to  Christine  Tobin  and 
lan  Shaw,  is  too  seldom 
acknowledged. 

Winstone’s  performance  on 
this  occasion,  harked  by 


pianisT  John 
Donaldson, 
bassist  Dave 
Green  and 
drummer  Tris¬ 
tan  Maflfrot. 

did  linle  to  dis-  - 

pel  the  mystery  surrounding 
such  neglect  Admittedly,  hers 
is  not  a  spectacular,  show- 
srappingly  strident  voice  foil 
of  drama  and  pathos;  she  has 
art  air,  rather,  of  sEghtty 
diffident  warmth,  confiding 
intimacies  as  she  does  in  an 
informal,  almost  conversa¬ 
tional  manner  easily  mistaken 
for  casualness. 

Hers  is  an  art  which  con¬ 
ceals  art,  more  dependent  for 
its  effects  on  unshowy,  techni¬ 
cal  skills  such  as  dear  diction 
and  dynamic  control  than  on 
oven  emotionalism.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  cosy,  subterranean  sup- 


JAZZ 


Norma  Winstone 
Pim  on  the  Park 


per  dubs  such 
as  the  Pina  on 
the  Park,  in 
Knightsbridge. 
exist  to  show¬ 
case  such 
strengths,  and 


she  should  haw  thrived  in 
such  a  setting. 

As  it  was,  for  no  discernible 
reason,  a  smallish  audience 
failed  to  meet  Winstone  half¬ 
way.  despite  being  regaled 
with  a  well-balanced  set.  im¬ 
peccably  performed. 

Unusual  material  —  Dave 
Grain's  affecting  Wait  for 
Me  and  a  seldom-performed 
Gershwin  tune.  Isn't  it  a  Pity. 
whkh  has  the  odd  distinction 
of  being  probably  the  only 
popular  song  to  mention  both 
Schopenhauer  and  Heine  (the 
lastin  a  rhyme  with  China]  - 
was  interspersed  with  stan¬ 


dards  medleys.  Winstone’s 
own  sparky  lyrics  to  Steve 
Swallow’s  Ladies  in  Mercedes 
sat  easily  alongside  those  of  a 
Frank  Sinatra  medley,  per¬ 
formed  in  honour  of  the  great 
man’s  80th  birthday. 

She  even  sang  a  perfect, 
swooningly  melancholic  ver¬ 
sion  of  Set  'em  up,  Joe  and  a 
breathtakingly  lovely  You'd  be 
so  Nice  to  Come  Home  to  in 
duet  with  Green.  However,  it 
was  all  to  little  avail,  as  far  as 
immediate  audience  reaction 
went. 

Based  an  this  performance, 
it  seems  that  this  twoweek 
residency'  will  do  little  to 
disturb  Norma  Winstone’s 
status  as  a  well-kept  secret  m 
local  jazz  circles  —  but  then 
who  said  life  was  fair? 

Chris  Parker 


US  OLD  theatre-dogs,  bat¬ 
tered  by  years  of  sailing  up 
and  down  the  West  End,  look 
on  the  summons  to  board  this 
Christinas  vessel  much  as 
Billy  Bones  viewed  Blind  Pew 
as  he  came  swooping  down  to 
deliver  the  Black  Spot 

Perhaps  that  is  too  hard.  So 
for  as  I  know,  no  colleague  has 
died  watching  the  show,  not 
even  from  boredom.  Let’s  call 
the  spot  dark  grey. 

1  have  a  faint  memory,  from 
the  days  when  I  was  knee  high 
to  a  cabin  boy.  that  stage 
versions  of  Treasure  Island 
used  to  be  rumbustious  affairs 
with  an  entire  ship  hewing  into 
view,  her  sails  swelling  in  the 
wind  and  Long  John  Silver 
the  kind  of  character  whose 
deep-throated  chuckles  of  dan¬ 
gerous  good  humour  shivered 
timbers  on  all  sides. 

In  contrast,  this  adaptation 
by  Glyn  “Narnia"  Robbins  is  a 
pallid  business.  Barry  Stan¬ 
ton,  who  plays  Bones  before 
donning  a  white  wig  to  do  his 
patriotic  duty  as  Captain 
Smollett,  wields  his  cutlass 
vigorously  enough.  The  pi¬ 
rates  in  the  stockade  look 
credibly  mutinous  as  they 
mutter  in  comers.  But  the 
twists  of  the  plot  are  often 
unclear,  and  made  more  so  by 
the  oddities  of  a  direction  that 
will  treat  a  wall  as  solid  one 
moment  and  non-existent  the 
next. 

Judging  by  Kate  Bassett’s 
review  of  last  year's  produc¬ 
tion  here,  the  new  director. 
Phil  Wilimott.  has  turfed  out 
some  of  the  crasser  ideas,  but 
he  still  has  some  ridiculous 
notions  of  his  own. 

Silver’s  first  entrance  is  a 
classic  in  absurdity.  Fatuous 
Squire  Trelawney  has  been 
recruiting  sailors  in  the  Spy¬ 
glass  Inn  when  mention  is 


Treasure  Island 
Mermaid 


made  of  the  landlord:  lo  and 
behold,  a  tube  behind  the 
scenery  puffs  out  a  cloud  of 
smoke,  for  no  reason  whatever 
except  to  provide  Roy 
Marsden  with  an  ominous 
entry. 

On  the  island,  too.  puffs  of 
smoke  suddenly  issuing  from 
the  roots  of  trees  act  like  a 
rattlesnake's  warning  rattle. 
There’s  no  smoke  without  a 
pirate  inside  it. 

Once  foe  smoke  has  cleared, 
Marsden  hobbles  and  sways 
about  in  a  spirited  manner  but 
it  is  difficult  to  understand 
why  he  should  feel  so  strange¬ 
ly  paternal  towards  young  Jim 
—  there  must  have  been  other 
cabin  boys  in  his  life.  The 
script  does  not  justify  his 
closing  remarks  about  the  son 
he  never  had. 

The  sacks  of  gold  are  good 
to  see.  but  quite  foe  best 
moments  occur  when  crazed 
Ben  Gunn  is  around.  Pictur¬ 
esquely  ragged,  although 
blessed  with  beautifully 
combed  blond  hair.  Raymond 
Plan  plays  him  as  though  he 
were  Minnie  from  The  Goon 
Show,  she  of  the  quavering 
voice. 

Capering  around  the  stage 
and  histrionically  waving  his 
arms,  he  extends  his  wailing 
“bo-o-oome”  to  half  a  dozen 
syllables- 

But  while  this  is  a  blissfully 
camp  invention,  far  too  much 
of  the  evening  is  pretty  naff.  It 
may  not  put  anyone  off  read¬ 
ing  foe  book,  but  nor  will  it 
acquaint  them  with  the  sense 
of  dread  that  lurks  there. 

Jeremy  Kingston 

MARILYN  KING  WILL 


Jim  (Paul  Basson)  and  Roy  Marsden  (Long  John  Silver) 
share  a  joke  with  Cap*n  Flint  in  a  paste  Treasure  Island 
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THE  TIMES  THUK5UAI  i 


Roger  Scruton  scrutinises  America’s  most  fashionable  political  ideologist  and  discovers  merely  a  repackaged  version  of  liberalism 


A! 


mitai  Etzioni.  Professor  of 
Sociology  at  George  Wash- 
.ington  University,  is  fast 
becoming  a  household  name  in 
America,  where  his  “Communi¬ 
tarian”  philosophy  speaks  to  the 
anxieties  of  mi^dle-dass  Ameri¬ 
cans  and  has  been  explicitly  en¬ 
dorsed  by  President  Clinton.  It 
purports  tn  offer  a  middle  course 
between  left  and  right,  liberal  and 
conservative,  state  collectivism 
and  individualist  anarchy. 

Communitarianism  is  now  an 
orthodoxy,  not  only  in  America, 
but  also  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
influencing  both  Labour  and  Tory 
rhetoric,  and  turning  the  heads  of 
such  respectable  intellectual  fig¬ 
ures  as  the  once-conserva  rive  John 
Gray,  and  the  once- radical  Antho¬ 
ny  Barnett.  So  what  exactly  is 
Communitarianism?  The  British 
publication  of  Etziani's  manifesto. 
The  Spirit  of  Community,  is  our 
opportunity  to  discover. 

Etzioni  starts  from  a  simple  and 
familiar  premise  —  that  the  liberal 
emphasis  on  rights  encourages 
people  to  ask,  b  ‘  not  to  give.  The 
time  has  come  for  America  to  wake 


Why  Mr  Clinton’s  guru 
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up  to  die  duties  of  citizenship,  if  it 
is  not  to  degenerate  into  an  anar¬ 
chic  crowd  of  welfare-dependants, 
tax-dodgers  and  pleasure-seekers. 
The  time  has  come  to  write  “we”  in 
the  place  of  “I",  and  "responsi¬ 
bility"  in  the  place  of  “right". 

Most  of  us  would  unhesitatingly 
endorse  those  sentiments,  and 
recognise  that  America’s  situation 
is  the  situation  of  the  entire 
civilised  world.  But  what  exactly 
are  we  to  do  about  it?  Etzioni 
writes  in  an  up-beat  pamphleteer¬ 
ing  style,  and  his  main  purpose  is 
to  persuade  others  to  see  things  as 
he  does.  He  seems  to  believe  that 


the  community  which  he  evokes  as 
*4he  source  of  moral  feeling  will 
come  spontaneously  into  existence, 
just  so  long  as  enough  people 
believe  in  it. 

At  the  same  time,  he  is  culpably 
offhand  about  the  causes  of  moral 
decline.  Although  he  believes  in 
the  family  as  the  primary  source  of 
moral  education,  he  disregards  the 
fact  that  families  have  traditional¬ 
ly  depended  on  religion  in  order  to 
sanctify  the  bond  of  marriage,  and 
to  provide  parents  with  the  spiritu¬ 
al  sanctions  that  give  sense  to  then- 
moral  teachings  and  quicken  the 
conscience  of  the  child.  Etzioni  is  a 
firm  opponent  of  "authoritarian¬ 
ism"  and  die  “religious  Right".  He 
recognises  the  high  social  cost  of 
liberal  attitudes,  but  cannot  in  his 
heart  relinquish  them,  preferring 
to  believe  that  tolerant  discussion 
will  be  sufficient  in  itself  to 
.regenerate  the  squandered  moral 
capital  of  our  civilisation. 


Etzioni:  hollow  sentimentality 

Thus,  he  condones  the  Supreme 
Court  decision  which  made  school 
prayer  unconstitutional,  despite 
the  maniiest  damage  that  it  has 
dime  to  rural  communities  in 
America.  For  these  are  not  com¬ 
munities  in  which  liberals  would 


feel  at  home  —  a  fad  not  uncon¬ 
nected  with  their  longevity. 

While  recognising  the  need  for 
lasting  marriages,  be  upholds  the 
standard  liberal  attitudes  towards  . 
homosexuality  and  pornography. 
It  seems  not  to  occur  to  him  thai 
the  enormous  sacrifice  involved  in 
monogamous  marriage  is  passible 
only  in  the  context  of  an  elaborate 
social  endcraement  —  aitendorse- 
ment  which  frowns  On  deviant 
sexual  behaviour,  on  promiscuity, 
and  on  the  taint  of  demeaning 
human  love  through  pornogra¬ 
phy.  He  recognises  the  terrible 
soda!  cost  of  ffiegilimacy,  -but 
makes  no  mention  of  thepnndpal 
tiling  which  served  to  limit  it  — 
shame  enforced  by  ridicule.  He 
keeps  an  open  mind  on  abortion, 
while  recognising  that  future  gen¬ 
erations  have  an  indefeasible 
Harm  ID  OUT  protection. 

His  kfeal .  conranmiiy  is  one 
from  which,  the  normal  costs  of 


community — coerdon.  busybody- 
iag,  -  authoritarian  _  attitudes, 
cfiame  and  humsBation .  of  the 
outcast  —  have  been  mysteriously 
efiminaled.  While  there  toe  places 
—  the.  leafy  suburbs  of  America, 
say — where  this  community  of  the 
enlightened  may  indeed  emerge, 
they  are  likely  to  be  as  exceptional 
now  as  they  have  always  been. 


Ni 


that  Ecrionfs  recoin-, 
roendations  are  all  un¬ 
sound.  He  is-;  right  to 
criticise  special  interest  groups  as 
sources  of  social  fragmentation. 
He  is  right  to  insist  on  honest 
labour  as  the  real  price  of  a  wage; 
he  is  right  to  emphasise  vigilance 
as  a  part  of  neigh  bourimess,  and 
he  is  right  to  recommend  that  we 
should  voice  our  jnoral  attitudes 
more  firmly..  But  his  underlying 
agenda  is  precisely  that  which, 
originally  caused^ne  trouble:  the 
agenda  of  modttrn  liberalism. 


which  assumes  that  society  is  a 
contract  among  its  present  mom' 
hers.  Etzioni  is  merely  concerned 
to  remind  his  felkiw  liberals  that 
contractual  rights  must  .be  paid  for 
fry  contractual  duties.  - 
But  society  is  not  a  contract.  As 
Burke  pointed  out  two  centuries 
ago,  it  is  a  partnership  between  the 
dead,  tiwmong  and ~the  unborn.' 
Morality  is  the  safeguard  of  absent 
generations,  the  meanswhereby  a 
social  inheritance  is  passed  chi 
from-the  dead  to.  their  successors, . 
"the  wilymiarantee  that  oar  cultur¬ 
al  capital  war  nor.be  squandered 
by  its  ttonporaiy .  trustees.  But .  to 
see  tilings  this:  way  is  to  recognise 
the  need; for  authority,,  jxierrion 
and  a:  large  measure  of  gut 
prejudice.  It  is  to  recognise  the  real 
cost  of  community  and  to  welcome 
it  for  thesakeaf  others  whom  we 
will  nevCT'khbw:  ' 

This  is  the  thought  which  is 
absent  from  EhaoniV  pages,  and 
theabsencecf which explains  their 
hollow  sentimentality.-  Tony  Blair 
may  he  able  to  win  an  election  by 
spouting  thisstuffr  but  no  society 
can  be  redeemed  by  believing  rt 


New  World  jilts  old  mistresses 


Imperialism  has  had  a 
bad  press.  In  the  19th 
century,  what  Sir  John 
Seeley  captured  with  a 
phrase  as  “the  expansion  of 
Europe"  was  rationalised  as  a 
story  of  confident  conquest  by 
those  with  history  on  their 
side;  men  who  imposed  their 
culture  with  more  or  less 
difficulty  (but  finally  conclu¬ 
sively)  on  die  natives.  In  the 
20rh  century,  we  know’  too  well 
how  men's  confidence  in  the 
morality  of  that  conquest  and 
its  political  practicability  was 
reversed.  The 
title  of  this  study 
is  implicitly  ir¬ 
onical:  Pagden 
is  a  Seeley  for 
the  1990s. 

Historians, 
too.  came  to 
question  the  re¬ 
ceived  version  of 
the  conquest  co¬ 
lonisation  influ¬ 
enced  the  coloni¬ 
sers  as  much  as 

the  colonised.  . . 

Empire  was 
now  seen  as  a  two-way  pro¬ 
cess:  the  culture  of  the  imperi¬ 
alists  was  dethroned.  Today, 
the  talk  is  all  of  native- 
indebted  Creole  cultures, 
doubtful  and  shifting  national 
identities.  The  politically  cor¬ 
rect  term  is  “encounter";  “dis¬ 
covery”  is  a  banned  word.  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  General 
Wolfe  and  Cecil  Rhodes  have 
largely  been  exiled  from  the 
curriculum. 

Yet  Anthony  Pagden,  in  this 
impressive  and  sophisticated 
overview,  reminds  us  that 
there  had  been  a  debate  on  the 
nature  and  justification  of 
empires  all  along,  only  ob¬ 
scured  by  the  Victorian  impe¬ 
rialists.  A  debate  was 
conducted  in  all  the  early 
modem  European  empires 
about  their  purposes,  justifica¬ 
tions  and  effects.  Pag  den’s 
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theme  is  Europe's  first  imper¬ 
ial  phase,  from  Columbus  to 
the  loss  of  North  America  in 
the  1770s  and  South  America 
half  a  century  later.  Learned  in 
Spanish.  French  and  British 
sources,  he  compares  their 
rationales  of  empire  and 
shows  how  all  three  failed, 
bequeathing  the  world  order 
that  is  now  a  hangover  from 
the  imperial  party. 

Spain’s  imperial  vision  was 
dose  to  the  ideal  of  universal 
monarchy,  to  which  Christian 
Roman  emperors  had  been 
drawn  by  the 
desire  to  spread 
their  faith.  Ro¬ 
man  law.  evan¬ 
gelisation  and 
Papal  recogni¬ 
tion  provided 
Spanish  rulers 
with  a  title  to 
military  con¬ 
quest;  but  it  was 
then  challenged 
and  undermin¬ 
ed  by  the  Catho- 
^  lie  intelligentsia 
itself. 

French  and  British  colonists 
in  North  America  often  boast¬ 
ed  of  acquiring  their  lands  by 
purchase  and  treaty,  and  keep¬ 
ing  them  by  agriculture  and 
commerce;  not  for  them  the 
Spanish  imitation  of  andent 
conquests,  from  Roman  tri¬ 
umph  to  Roman  ruin.  But  this 
rationale,  too,  was  challenged 
from  within,  and  critics  could 
point  to  British  rule  in  India 
for  counter-examples.  Nor 
were  the  British  able  to  recon¬ 
struct  their  North  American 
colonies  as  a  federation,  any 
more  than  was  Spain. 

None  of  these  monarchies 
could  surrender  political  au¬ 
thority  for  long-term  economic 
and  "human”  gain.  Pagden 
explains  this:  “Monarchies 
were  rarely  enlightened  agen¬ 
cies.”  But  perhaps  it  was  not 
necessary  to  be  a  monarch  to 


Homer’s  America  celebrated 


learn  from  King  Lean  whai 
empire  ever  dissolved  itself? 

None  of  these  rationales,  in 
Spain,  France  or  Britain,  stood 
up  to  the  hostile  critiques  of 
philosophes,  such  as  the  Abbe 
Raynal.  But  Pagden  reminds 
us,  too,  of  the  aspirations  of 
Mirabeau,  Le  Merrier,  Ques- 
nay  and  others  that  the 
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“humanising  power"  of  Mon¬ 
tesquieu's  dour  commerce 
would  replace  the  spirit  of 
conquest,  “politeness"  would 
replace  patriotism.  European 
sovereigns,  wrote  Hume, 
needed  to  adopt  “enlarged  and 
benevolent  sentiments  to¬ 
wards  each  other”. 

The  only  solution,  insisted 
Kant  in  1795,  was  a  universal 
federation  united  by  shared 
commerdaj  interests.  In  this 
vision,  commerce  is  much 
more  than  the  exchange  of 
goods;  it  is  an  essential  part  of 
the  dvilising  process,  a  route 
to  "a  deeper  human  awareness 
of  the  identity  and  singularity 
of  others". 

Because  of  the  relics  of 
colonialism,  argues  Pagden, 
modern  cultures  are  "porous 
and  unstable"  to  an  unprece¬ 
dented  degree,  plural  and 
multicultural;  nations  com¬ 


pete  with  confederations  as  the 
future  political  norm.  Empire 
was  all  a  mistake,  derived 
from  the  temporary  techno¬ 
logical  superiority  of  Europe¬ 
ans  over  some  (but  not  all) 
other  peoples.  By  1800  it  had 
been  discredited.  Hie  second 
phase  of  imperial  expansion  in 
the  19th  century  was  a  mistake 
repeated. 

Yet  the  antidote  had  already 
been  provided  by  the  critics  of 
the  first  phase:  the  cosmopoli¬ 
tan  ideal  saw  an  alternative  to 
colonialism  and  conflict  in 
world  federations,  constructed 
on  principles  of  democratic 
egalitarianism.  I  kept  expect¬ 
ing  to  meet  the  League  of 
Nations  in  this  book,  but 
Pagden  keeps  this  implication 
deveriy  out  of  sight 

Colonialism,  he  argues,  it¬ 
self  gave  rise  by  reaction  to  the 
ideology  of  democratic  repub¬ 


licanism.  which  "was  to  be¬ 
come  the  dominant  ideology  of 
the  modern  industrialised 
world".  The  United  States  was 
its  key  embodiment  in  an 
exemplary  federation:  a  post¬ 
colonial  culture  which  envis¬ 
aged  a  world  role,  as  Alexan¬ 
der  Hamilton  put  it  to  “vin¬ 
dicate  the  honour  of  the 
human  race”  against  a  Europe 
too  long  able  to  “plume  herself 
as  mistress  of  the  world  and 
consider  the  rest  of  mankind 
as  created  for  her  benefit". 

This  was  to  be 

achieved.  Pagden 
suggests,  by  the  ex¬ 
port  of  Jefferson’s  ide¬ 
ology.  which  he  terms 
participatory  republicanism. 
This  mission,  he  argues,  still 
informs  the  relations  of  the 
USA  with  the  rest  of  the  world. 
Religious  scepticism  and  cul¬ 


tural  pluralism  can  be  accom¬ 
modated  ~  only  within  the 
framework  provided  by  de¬ 
mocracy.  and  a  democracy 
pursuing  its  mission  of  moral 
reform  through  "an  exalted 
virion  of  commerce”.  As 
Pagden  presents  it.  the  col¬ 
lapse  of  foe  first  imperial 
enterprise  under  the  criticism 
of  the  Enlightenment  has  en¬ 
tailed  this  new  world  order 
upon  us.  International  mone¬ 
tary  institutions,  democratic 
egalitarianism  and  the  supra¬ 
national  confederation  are  fac¬ 
ets  of  a  single  system. 

We  are  trapped:  there  is  no 
alternative.  It  is  as  depressing 
a  conclusion  as  any  anti-colon¬ 
ialist  could  wish.  At  least 
when  the  United  States  of  Eur¬ 
ope  arrives,  we  shall  now  have 
reasons  for  consoling  our¬ 
selves  by  reflecting  on  its 
historical  inevitability. 


Suffering  and  the  little  children 


FEW  PEOPLE  have  had  a 
great  reputation  snatched  so 
savagely  from  them  posthu¬ 
mously  as  did  Bruno  Bettel¬ 
heim.  He  died,  by  his  own 
hand,  in  1990  at  the  age  of  87. 
Fbr  the  30  years  that  he  was 
director  of  the  Orthogenic 
School  in  Chicago,  he  was 

hailed  as  a  mi ra de-doctor.  His 
writings  about  his  experiences 
in  Dachau  and  Buchenwald, 
on  autism,  on  children  and  the 
importance  of  fairy  tales  had 
won  him  worldwide  respect  — 
although  he  had  his  detrac¬ 
tors.  too.  especially  towards 
the  end  of  his  life. 

But  the  avalanche  of  viru¬ 
lent  hatred  directed  towards 
him  after  his  death  was 
unforeseen  and  shocking. 
Bettelheim  acquired  the  nick¬ 
name  "Bnitalheim",  as  allega¬ 
tions  of  vidousness  towards 
his  autistic  charges  were  lev¬ 
elled  against  him. 

This  not  only  tarnished  his 
reputation,  but  swamped  it.  In 
the  weeks  I  have  been  carry¬ 
ing  around  this  biography,  all 
that  anyone  has  asked  me. 
seeing  the  name  emblazoned 
on  tiie  cover,  is:  “Did  he  or 
didn't  he  beat  his  children?"  A 
lesser  biographer  would  have 
tilted  her  researches  towards 
that  very  question,  realising 
that  the  story  of  Bettelheim’s 
life  is  a  juicier  one  if  die 
answer  is:  yes.  he  did.  It  is  part 
of  Nina  Sutton's  gift  that  she 
addresses  herself  fully  to  this 
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issue,  but  honestly.  That  is  to 
say,  she  is  seeking  to  under¬ 
stand  her  subject,  not  to 
apologise  for  or  to  attack  him. 
It  is  refreshing  to  come  across 
a  biographer  who  treats  her 
subject  with  respect  and 
compassion. 

She  is  willing  to  believe  —  as 
indeed  he  did  not  privately 
deny  —  that  Bettelheim  did 
smack  the  children  in  his  care, 
but  she  gently  shows  how 
many  of  the  more  savage 
attacks  against  him.  for  out¬ 
right  brutality,  might  be  sus¬ 
pect.  But,  more  importantly, 
she  is  anxious  to  understand 
what  might  lie  beneath  behav¬ 
iour  that  seems  to  us  so 
contrary  to  his  whole  outlook. 

Throughout  his  life,  Bettel¬ 
heim  made  a  connection  be¬ 
tween  his  time  in  the  con¬ 
centration  camps  and  the 
suffering  of  the  children  sent 
to  him  at  the  Orthogenic 
School.  Specifically,  he 
thought  his  experiences  made 
him  especially  sensitive  to  the 
needs  of  autistic  children,  and 
Sutton  concentrates  on  his 


Bettelheim:  kind  or  cruel? 

writing  about  the  concentra¬ 
tion  camps  to  find  out  why  he 
might  have  used  violence  to¬ 
wards  these  children.  On  such 
a  subject,  any  simplification 
runs  the  risk  of  horrible 
distortion.  What  Bettelheim 
wrote  about  the  camps  was 
that,  despite  the  unfathomable 
humiliation  he  endured  there, 
despite  the  fact  thar  it  showed 
the  utter  degradation  of  man¬ 
kind,  he  learnt  to  stand  on  his 
own  two  feet.  This  view,  too. 
shocked  people;  and  he  came 
to  realise  that,  had  he  been  in 
an  extermination  camp  such 
as  Auschwitz,  he  might  not 
have  written  thus. 

But  fhat  is  how  he  felt. 
Moreover,  he  wrote  that  some¬ 
how  it  was  the  brutality  of  his 


guards  which  prevented  his 
inner  turmoiL  his  inner  hope¬ 
lessness.  the  self-loathing 
from  winning  out.  An  external 
enemy  to  hate,  to  garner  one’s 
strengths  against  kept  him 
whole,  when  he  felt  in  mortal 
danger  of  disintegration.  Sut¬ 
ton  suggests  that  Bettelheim 
was  on  occasion  attempting  to 
fill  the  role  of  the  enemy 
without  for  his  pupils,  so  that 
they  could  fight  a  tittle  less  the 
enemy  within.  The  danger 
here  is  that  the  argument 
seems  too  pat.  Sutton  is  not 
attempting  anything  as  facile 
as  an  easy  explanation,  but  to 
piece  together  and  honestly 
convey  his  life  and  work. 

This  is  a  large  book,  written 
with  deep  concern  for  honesty 
and  integrity,  but  also  with  a 
tightness  of  touch  that  makes 
it  a  pleasure  to  read.  Few 
writers  place  one  so  much  at 
the  heart  of  the  subject  without 
intruding  on  him  at  the  same 
time.  It  is  Sutton's  delicacy 
that  prevents  her  from  writing 
extensively  about  Bettelheim’s 
relationship  with  his  wife  and 
children.  Out  of  respect  for  his 
children  —  and  perhaps  at 
their  request  —  she  was  not 
able  to  do  so.  although  it 
would  have  served  her  aims. 

This  is  one  of  many  books 
due  to  be  published  about  Bet¬ 
telheim,  but  I  doubt  if  there 
will  be  another  to  match  it  for 
scholarship,  human  insight 
and  sheer  readability. 


Last  of 
the  bad 


letters 


The  annals  of  doitistry 
will  find  a  place  for  that 
remarkable  .  polymath 
Edmund  Wilson  and  the  great 
pleasure  which  he  took  in  the 
toes  of  a  friend,  Ann  Miller.  “It 
seemed  natural  and  pleasantly 
sensuous,"  he  records  in  1969. 
“This  aU  seems  ,  rather  odd  for 
me  at  75.  The  situation  has 
comic  possibilities.  Three  of 
my  old  upper  row  of  false  teeth 
came  out.  and  Ned  had  to  put 
them  bade  I  don't  want  -to 
spoil  by  my  attentions  to  his 
wife,  my  relations  with  the 
best  dentist  I  ever  had." 

Vulnerable  health  and  ar¬ 
dent  sexuality  had  long 
marched  in  tandem  through 
the  five  decades  of  WD son’s 
journal,  as  they  would  for  two 
final  years.  Belatedly  issued 
here,  the  thousand  pages  of 
The  Sixties  are  a  centenary 
tribute  to  Wilson,  who  died  in 
1972.  So  much  had  Wilson 
done  and  so  beset  was  he  by 
worry,  not  least  tax  demands, 
that  there  are  many  moments 
when  he  appears  far  older.  He 
spurned  a  pacemaker  as  “the 
latest  medical  fad". 

Not  that  this  diminishes  the 
vigour  of  a  decade  which 
begins  with  that  magnificent 
study  of  the  Civil  War.  Patriot¬ 
ic  Gore,  and  continues  with 
work  on  the  Iroquois,  Canada, 
the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  and 
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much  else.  Published  aver  the 
past  20  years,  the  journals 
parallel  and  amplify  the  work 
and  the  travels. 

Wilson  is  sometimes  likened 
—  for  his  criticism,  dull  fiction 
and  unorthodox  domestic  ar¬ 
rangements  —  to  Cyril 
Connolly,  with  whom  he  was 
friendly;  his  is  a  plainer  style 
than  Connolly's,  but  more 
beguiling:  where  Connolly 
was  forever  writing  cm  the 
same  subjects,  Wtiscm.  was 
eager  for  new  territory,  in  his 
last  years  learning  Hungar¬ 
ian.  This  does  not  preclude  a 
certain  elegaic  tone:  summer 
retreats  upstate  to  the  old 
family  home  at  Talcotville; 
rereading  childhood  favour¬ 
ites,  such  as  Macaulay  and 
R.H.  Barham:  discussing 
Wagner  with  Wystan  Auden. 

Olympian  as  Wilson’s 
books  and  essays 

might  appear,  the 
journals  show  that  literature 
was  but  part  of  a  complex  life, 
one  no  less  energetic  for  being 
suffused  in  alcohol.  According 
to  Dawn  Powell's  forthcoming 
diaries,  he  thought  one  section 
of  his  early  journals  “the 
greatest  love  story  ever  writ¬ 
ten".  'Hiey  are  hardly  that  — 
the  abiding  impression  is  that 
be  gets  stuck  in,  not  on.  these 
many  women  —  but  their 
Interest  is  manifold. -  . 

He  thought  himself  a  man 
of  the  Twenties:  “Drinks,  ani¬ 
mated  conversation,  gaiety:  an 
uninhibited  wn-hange  of 
ideas.”  This  volume  has  some 
of  his  most  vivacious  go®ap. 
Wilson  turned  down  the  invi¬ 
tation  to  Truman  Capote’s 
celebrated  masked  ball  at  the 
Plaza  in  1965  for  which' others 
would  have  killed.  But  he  did 
go  to  a  White  House  gathering 
fbr  Malraux  and  saw  the 
Frenchman  fall  asleep  to  the 
sound  of  Isaac  Stern  and 
Schubert  Never  was  John  F. 
Kennedy  more  acute  than  in 
his  dismissal  of  official  objec¬ 
tions  when  -Wilson’s  .  name 
came  up  for  the  Medal  of 
Freedom:  “This  is  not  an 
award  for  good  -conduct  but 
for  literary  merit" 
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Clive  Fisher  on  how  a  Southern  youth  fled  home  to  become  a  great  American  dramatist 


Hanging 

on  to  the 
streetcar 
of  desire 


In  the  well-paid  world  of 
American  letters,  friend¬ 
ship  is  a  fragile  thing; 
and  in  the  many  legends 
of  disaffection  which  encrust 
transatlantic  literary  lore  Gore 
Vidal  seems  ever  prominent,  if 
not  as  a  protagunisr  then  as  a 
ringside  spectator.  His  recent 
memoir.  Palimpsest,  describ¬ 
ed  some  of  his  disilhisiotv- 
ments  but  reminded  us  sfrnui- 
tanously  that  his  friendship 
with  Tennessee  Williams  en¬ 
dured  longer  than  most  before 
the  frost  inevitably  descended. 

What  spell  can  Williams 
have  cast?  We  do  not  learn;  but 
it  is  illuminating  to  read 

Vidal's  opinion  _ 

that  what  im- 
peUed  the  dra-  — 

maters  artistry  ilTe  Ui 
was  a  need  to  Tern 

possess  his  own  WilJ 

life,  to  reassem-  By  Lyle 

k'e  the  saf^  HodderS 
shards  of  expert-  £ 

ence  into  an  aes-  - - 

thetic  whole  that 
was  at  once  satisfying,  con¬ 
trolled  and  permanent 
Numerous  writers  reinvent 
the  past;  but  the  remarkable 
aspect  of  Williams's  life  was 
the  extent  to  which  experience 
lent  itself  to  vivid  fiction  and 
symbolic  interpretation.  His 
formal  education  was  unset¬ 
tled-  at  school  be  was  timid 
and  tormented  as  a  sissy;  his 
university  career  was  disrupt¬ 
ed  and  inglorious. 

It  never  mattered  Life's 
primary  lessons  —  of  sexual 
repression,  sham  gentility, 
imagined  homelands,  dark 
apartments,  drink  and  loneli¬ 
ness  —  were  extra-curricular 
yet  inescapable  and  impressed 
themselves  upon  a  literary 
imagination  that  began  Co 
struggle  for  expression  when 
Williams  was  1 Z  For  years  the 
only  book  of  significance  in  his 
life  was  the  collected  poems  of 
Hart  Crane.  Years  later,  to 
honour  the  poet  he  revered 
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above  all  others,  and  as 
though  m  affirmation  of  life’s 
symbolic  possibilities,  he  di¬ 
rected  that  posthumously  his 
body  should  be  committed  to 
tine  sea  at  the  spot  where 
Crane  had  drowned. 

Thomas  Lanier  Williams 
was  born  in  Mississippi  in 
1911,  the  proud  legatee  of  a 
genealogy  which  associated 
distinguished  Welsh,  English 
and  German  blood  besides 
incorporating  a  saint  and  a 
family  of  Tennessee  pioneers. 
But  the  glory  was  bygone:  his 
father,  Cornelius,  was  a  travel¬ 
ling  salesman  who  Inherited 
little  except  alcoholism;  his 

_ _  mother,  Edwina, 

km  had  a  history  of 

' _  mental  illness  on 

both  sides  of  her 

ssee  family. 

ibis  She  was  the 

everich  .'  daughter  of  an 
toughton.  itinerant  preach- 

s  ’  er.  and  although 
—  -  -  ■  she  grew  up  in 
Ohio,  an  inter¬ 
lude  in  Tennessee  convinced 
her  of  the  romance  of  the 
cotton  belt.  Thereafter  she 
acted  unwaveringly  the  part  of 
the  Southern  Belle,  complete 
with  drawl  and  ante-beDum 
gentility;  her  famous  son  was 
thus  an  exile  before  he  was 
bom.  Having  produced  three 
children.  Edwina  resisted  her 
husbands  further  advances, 
turning  his  offspring  against 
him  and  against  sex.  Their 
daughter.  Rose,  died  a  virgin; 
Tennessee  remained  one  for  27 
years.  After  the  couple  moved 
to  St  Louis,  Cornelius  — 
already  a  distant  father  — 
drank  more  and  worked  hard¬ 
er  and  Rose  descended  into 
incurable  schizophrenia,  to 
undergo  a  lobotomy  in  1943. 

Tom  mainly  addresses  Wil¬ 
liams’s  understandable  need 
to  leap  dear  of  the  crucible  of 
home  life.  (Metaphors  of  flight 
persist  in  his  drama;  now  we 
know  why.)  The  inspired 


'I 


Tennessee  Williams  by  Karsh:  his  unhappy  early  years  were  the  crucible  in  which  his  imagination  was  refined 


change  of  name  at  27  implied  a 
wish  to  outmanoeuvre  the 
present:  and  the  incessant 
writing,  encouraged  by  Edwi¬ 
na,  fed  the  world  of  private 
fantasy  it  also  drew  on.  Laser 
there  would  be  analysis  and 
serious  drinking:  but  even  in 
his  twenties,  to  combat  his 
nervous  instability  and  self¬ 
doubt,  Williams  became  de¬ 
pendent  on  alcohol,  black 


Wetbacks’  comeback 
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CURTAIN 

ByT.  Coragbessan  Boyle 
Bloomsbury,  £15.99 


The  “Tortilla  Curtain"  is 
the  name  given  to  the 
border  which  Mexicans 
have  to  penetrate  to  get  to  the 
promised  land  of  California. 
When  Delaney  Mossbacher, 
“liberal  humanist"  and  Cali¬ 
fornian  environmentalist,  ac¬ 
cidentally  hits  Candida  a 
Mexican  “wetback",  with  his 
freshly-waxed  Japanese  car, 
the  consequences  lead  the  two 
mat  —  yoked  by  misfortune, 
ignorance  and  prejudice  —  to 
ruin  each  other’s  lives.  This, 
Boyle’s  sixth  novel,  examines 
America's  guerilla  war  be¬ 
tween  haves  and  have-nots 
with  a  zing  unequalled  since 
Tom  Wolfe's  Bonfire  of  the 
Vanities. 

For  Delaney  and  Kyra,  his 
second  wife  fthe  undisputed 
volume  leader  at  Mike  Bender 
Reality.  Inc."),  the  promised 
land  means  a  vacuum-sealed 
existence  of  tofu-kebabs  and 
high-tech  hypocrisy  at  the 
Arroyo  Blanco  Estate.  For 
Candido  and  his  pregnant 
teenage  wife.  America,  it 
means  scratching  a  feral  exis¬ 
tence  in  a  land  polluted  by 

^^i^m^middle  classes  is 
all  too  easy  to  do,  and  Boyle 
sets  about  it  with  the  relish  of  a 
coyote  among  turkeys.  Delan¬ 
ey  and  Kyra  are  riveting 
frightful-  “Joggers,  non-smokr 
ers,  social  ditnkers,  and  if  not 
fuH-btown  vegetarians,  peopfe 
who  were  conscious  of  their 
intake  of  annual  fats.” 


coffee  and  barbiturates. 

The  other  release,  once  he 
had  left  home  and  was  just 
about  surviving  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Manhattan  and  Los 
Angela  was-jsex;  but  indul¬ 
gence  created  as  many  prob¬ 
lems  as  ft  solved.  Periods  of 
frenzied  gratification  involved 
being  beaten  up  by  sailors  and 
twice  suffering  crabs.  (He  was 
too  poor  to  buy  the  necessary 


IN  CONTRAST  to  the  exuber¬ 
ant,  sexy  The  Mambo  Kings 
Play  Songs  of  Love,  Oscar 
Hijuelos's  previous.  Pulitzer 
prizewiniung  novel,  readers 
will  find  that  in  this,  his 
fourth,  the  volume  has  been 
fumed  down,  the  keynote  is 
melancholy  and  the  flesh  has 
given  way  to  the  spirit  (though 
passion  is  submerged  rather 
than  absent).  Geographically 
the  territory  is  familiar  —  the 
changing  face  of  New  York 
City,  and  especially  its  His¬ 
panic  community,  from  the 
1940s  through  to  the  present. 

For  Mr  Ives,  eponymous 
hero  and  devout  Catholic, 
Christmas  is  a  time  for  Chris¬ 
tian  celebration.  It  also  marks 
events  which  shape  his  life:  ft 
is  at  Christmas  that  he  is 
adopted  from  a  foundling 
home  by  Mr  Ives  Senior;  at 
Christmas  that  he  begins  his 
love  affair  with,  and  later 
marries,  the  luscious  Annie 
Maguire;  at  Christmas  thai 
his  seventeen-year-old  son 
Robert  is  shot  by  a  trigger- 
happy  Puerto  Rican  boy. 

Until  this  tragedy  life  has 
been  good  to  Mr  Ives.  With  his 
“damaged  heart  and  lofty 
ideals",  he  is  a  man  touched  by 
sadness.  Nevertheless  he  is 


insecticide.)  Yet  when  desir¬ 
ability  and  availability  did 
coincide,  in  the  Apollonian 
form  of  a  dancer  named  Kips 
Kiemrn  Williams  lost  him 
first  to  a  woman  and  then  to  a 
brain  tumour.  No  wonder 
homosexuality  seemed  to  him 
“a  wound  that  never  heals". 

A  rare  gift  is  required  to 
reduce  such  a  sensational 
story  to  tedium;  but  that  is 
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“pleased  by  the  general  drift  of 
his  life"  —  his  love  for  his 
family,  his  prosperous,  if  un¬ 
spectacular  career  in  an  ad¬ 
vertising  agency,  the  trap¬ 
pings  of  the  American  Dream. 
Then  Robert,  shortly  after 
declaring  his  intention  of  be¬ 
coming  a  priest  is  killed. 

For  the  next  thirty  years, 
during  which  his  hair  turns 
white,  his  heart  to  stone,  and 
he  becomes  a  stranger  to  his 
wife,  Ives  mourns.  He  goes  to 
Mass,  be  continues  with  his 
charity  work,  he  even  corre¬ 
sponds  with,  and  later  meets, 


Did  this  anonymous  girl  cross  the  Rio  Grande,  like  SO 
many  of  her  compatriots’  From  Henri  Cartier-Bresson'S 
Mexican  Notebooks,  1934-64  (Thames  &  Hudson  £18.95) 


Survival  of  the  singular 

When  Frannie  and  Erica.  Wagner  during  the  war  with 

Doris's  father  dies  -  father  a  conscientious  c 

the  day  after  the  cdtxtct-cdc  tor.  and  to  reassess  the  n 


Death  in  Nigeria  — 
the  last  days  of 
Ken  Saro-Wiwa; 
h is  Detention  Diary 

reviewed  by  Tunku 

.  Varadarajan,  with 
Christmas  selections 
of  the  best  books 
on  drink  and  travel, 
plus  paperbacks  and 

teenage  fiction 


Every  nuance  of  their  hell¬ 
ish  sincerity  is  exquisitely  ren¬ 
dered,  yet  interleaved  are 
unmnrfortable  questions:  why 
should  California  be  provid¬ 
ing  jobs  when  ft  has  a  10  per 
cent  unemployment  rate?  Why 
should  the  haves  be  forced  to 
five  with  fee  have-nots?  The 
ironies  of  a  sdFinterested  mid¬ 
dle  class  versus  a  desperate 
underdass  are  rendered  wife 
even-handed  malice,  particu¬ 
larly  in  Delaney's  nature  col¬ 
umn.  worthy  of  comparison 
with  feat  of  the  immortal  Boot, 
and  a  Meacanrstyle  estate  in 
which  a  wall  is  built  by  illegal 
immigrants  to  keep  than- 
selves  out 

Tt  is  in  describing  the  fife  of 
fee  Mexicans  feat  Boyle  rises 
above  satire.  Candido,  at  first 
too  emblematic,  fakes  on  a 
convincing  depth  and  anger 
as,  beaten,  cheated  and  derid¬ 
ed  he  staggers  on.  indomitably 


resourceful  and  improbably 
honest.  America  gets  work 
scrubbing  statuettes  with  cor¬ 
rosive  cleaner,  and  is  later 
raped  by  two  syphSbJc  immi¬ 
grants.  Her  sufferings  are 
even  more  heart-rending  titan 
Candido*.  because  fee— and 
her  baby  —  are  so  ianocem. 

Boto  fee  title  and  fee  subject 
echo  Steinbeck.  Yet  where 
Tortilla  Flat  revealed  the  hu¬ 
manity  of  poor  immigrants, 
even  allowing  them  occasional 
happiness.  Beyle  is  relentless 
— landslide  piled  on  topof  fire, 
not  one  moment  of  compass¬ 
ion.  The  ironies  of  America’s 
extremes  are  so  pointed  feat 
they  need  careful  handling  in 
order  to  avoid  jabbing  into 
ether  journalism  or  polemic. 
Though  this  may  be  the  most 
depressing  novel  of  1995,  ir  is  a 
measure  of  Boyle’s  gifts  that  ft 
is  also  one  of  fee  most 
memorable. 


When  Frannie  and 
Doris’s  father  dies 
fee  day  after  the 
assassination  of  Martin  Lu¬ 
ther  King,  ft  seems  at  first  as  if 
nothing  will  change.  Now  in 
their  thirties,  they  have  taken 
care  of  him  all  their  fives, 
never  marrying  and  running 
the  famfly  business.  Once  he  is 
sane,  they  plan  to  drive  down 
from  their  small  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  town  to  then  Aunt  Kath¬ 
erine  in  Virginia,  and  there 
form  a  kind  of  communhy  of 
spinsters,  a  haven  of  peace  ina 
turbulent  world. 

For  Frannie,  the  narrator  of 
this  delightful  novel,  is  happy 
to  be  a  spinster.  Love,  when  it 
comes,  feels  tike  a  bad  case  of 
gas.  always  uncomfortable, 
never  quite  ri°frt,  and  certain¬ 
ty  never  as  safe  as  ihe  peaceful 
rhythms  of  a  solitary  life.  But 
Doris  is  different.  Doris  is  two 
years  older,  wears  short  skins, 
smokes,  and  sometimes  stays 
our  all  eight.  It  is  Doris  who 
pulls  her  sister  away  from 
their  sheltered  fife  and  onto 
fee  highway  .towards  the  ex¬ 
panse  of  tite  irtfetera  desert 


Erica  Wagner 

SPINSTERS 

By  Pagan  Kennedy 

Serpent's  Tail,  ES.99 


It  is  true  that  Frannie’s 
transformation  has  an  air  of 
inevitability  about  it  Some  of 
the  conflict  that  takes  place 
between  the  two  women  — 
Frannies  extreme  discomfort 
in  a  low-life  bar  set  against 
Doris’s  recklessness,  or  her 
detection  of  “the  scent  of  sin" 
in  fee  perfumed  halls  of  a 
department  store — is  perhaps 
too  obvious.  But  the  novel  is 
lifted  out  of  this  simplistic  vein 
by  fee  undercurrents  of  mem¬ 
ory  and  discovery  that  stir  the 
story  and  its  characters  and 
make  it  an  incisive  original. 

For  wife  the  subtle  language 
of  emotion  repressed  for  many 
years,  their  real  story  emerges. 
Now  not  only  spinsters  but 
orphans  too,  they  are  free,  in 
the  hurtling  confessional  of 
fear  powerful  car,  to  remem¬ 
ber  the  pain  of  growing  up 


during  the  war  with  their 
father  a  conscientious  objec¬ 
tor,  and  to  reassess  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  their  mother’s  relentless 
cheerfulness.  The  realisation 
that  they  have  the  world 
before  them  doesn't  bring 
instant  freedom;  pleasure  is 
stiU  qualified.  “At  least  we’re 
not  as  old  as  we  could  be."  says 
Doris.  It  is  this  gradual  read¬ 
justment  of  perspective  feat 
makes  Pagan  Kennedy’s  tale 
so  affecting.  And  it  is  no  mean 
feat  —  particularly  in  a  first 
novel  —  to  set  characters 
against  the  large  canvas  of 
assassinations  and  elections 
and  allow  them  to  affect  fee 
story  but  never  overwhelm  ft. 

Ever  since  Ridley  Scott  put 
two  lonely  women  in  a  big  car 
and  sent  them  across  America, 
this  particular  scenario  inev¬ 
itably  conjures  fee  names 
Thelma  and  Louise.  But  Spin¬ 
sters  is  both  sharper  and 
gentler  than  the  scorched  des¬ 
peration  of  that  film.  Frannie 
and  Doris  aren't  meant  to  be 
larger  than  fife;  but  they  have 
in  them  the  breath  of 
authenticity'. 


Shadows  of 
remembrance 

Alison  Dye  has  lived  and  set  patterns  of  action.  Barke 
worked  in  Ireland  for  maintains  suspense  by  dem 
the  past  eight  years,  but  onstratine  how  verv  Individ 


precisely  the  qualification 
Leverich  has  brought  to  his 
task,  to  which  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  by  Williams  himself  in 
1979.  This  volume,  recording 
only  the  obscure  early  years,  is 
repetitive,  shapeless,  over-de¬ 
tailed  and  badly  written,  an 
indigestible  pabulum  without 
leavening  or  attic  salt  Its 
sequel,  now  in  preparation, 
can  only  be  an  improvement. 


his  son’s  killer.  Yet  it  is  only 
during  a  trip  to  England,  as  an 
old  man,  that  he  experiences 
some  relief.  It  is  here  too.  off 
his  home  ground,  that 
Hijuelos's  writing  momentari¬ 
ly  strays  into  cloying  descrip¬ 
tions  of  quaint  inns,  babbling 
brooks  and  rose  bowers. 

The  fact  feat  fee  novel 
avoids  the  limitations  of  fee 
morality  tale  is  partly  due  to 
fee  charm  which  accompanies 
and  sweetens  all  this  saintly 
virtue,  and  partly  to  Hijuelos's 
gift  for  catching  the  breadth 
and  pulse  of  humanity  and  fee 
life  of  a  city.  He  is  generous 
with  details  —  of  clothing,  jazs 
albums,  lunchtime  sand¬ 
wiches  —  which  create  a  sense 
of  the  fabric  of  daily  life.  The 
particular  is  placed  within  the 
general  (alongside  Ives'  trage¬ 
dy  are  others  equally  random) 
and  the  extraordinary  within 
the  ordinary. 

To  write  a  novel  which 
stands  as  a  paean  to  the  power 
of  Christian  faith  and  human 
goodness  is  certainly  unfash¬ 
ionable  and  possibly  foolhar¬ 
dy.  Yet  Mr  Ives'  Christmas 
succeeds  in  being  sentimental 
but  not  mawkish,  moral  but 
not  moralising.  It  is  a  most 
touching  and  humane  tale. 


Alison  Dye  has  lived  and 
worked  in  Ireland  for 
the  past  right  years,  but 
her  fiction  is  firmly  rooted  in 
fee  United  States  where  she 
grew  up.  Her  first  novel.  The 
Sense  of  Things,  which  was 
shortlisted  for  a  Whitbread 
award  just  a  year  ago,  takes 
place  in  small-town  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  This  new  book.  Memories 
of  Snow .  explores  fee  social 
upheaval  war  brings  to  a 
closely  knit  farming  commun¬ 
ity  in  upstate  New  York.  Both 
works  reflect  preoccupations 
,  that  have  shaped  Dye’s  profes¬ 
sional  life  as  a  social  worker — 
a  fascination  with  the  minds  of 

men  and  women  who  have 
been  forced  to  the  limits  of 
human  endurance. 

Raymond  Smith,  the  trou¬ 
bled  protagonist  of  this  power¬ 
ful  new  story,  has  been, 
indelibly  scarred  by  loss,  most 
vividly  fee  hideous  wartime 
death  of  an  adored  younger 
Stepbrother.  He  returns  from 
fee  Battle  of  fee  Bulge  to  fee 
smallholding  he 
calls  home  —  his  Fra 

girlfriend.  Bar-  Stea(j 

bara  Jean,  has 
borne  a  child  in 
his  absence,  but  MEN! 

she  refuses  to  OF  5 

give  up  her  inde-  By  All 
pendence  for  Seep  r 

marriage.  A  pas- 
sive,  broken  ppr 

man.  Raymond 
resorts  to  binge 
drinking  to  I  each  *'?c 

intrusive  memo-  Hammi 

ries  of  war  from 
his  mind.  When 
Barbara  Jean  suddenly  dies, 
fee  possibility  of  also  losing 
four-year-old  Lucy  to  vmlike- 
able  in-laws  precipitates  Ray¬ 
mond’s  return  to  action  —  and 
ultimate  tragedy. 

Dye’s  subject  matter  could 
hardly  be  grimmer,  but  she 
leavens  her  novel  with  fee 
engaging  black  humour  feat  is 
beaming  her  trademark! 
Shirley,  Barbara  Jean's  over¬ 
bearing  sister-in-law  (and 
heiress  to  fee  profitable  local 
funeral  parlour),  aspires  ro  fee 
tragi-comic  role  of  wicked 
stepmother.  Childless  (though 
nor  for  want  of  effort),  Shirley 
resolves  to  make  Lucy  over  in 
her  own  distasteful  image, 
replacing  fee  grubby  familiar¬ 
ity  of  the  farm  wife  starched 
frocks  and  formal  meetings 
wife  fee  recently  bereaved  —  a 
role  Shirley'  herself  had 
starred  in  as  a  child  when  her 
father  first  made  a  success  of 
fee  family  business. 

Comedy  yields  inexorably  to 
a  more  disturbing  reality. 
However  loathsome  Shirley 
may  be.  a  disturbed  alcoholic 
hardly  seems  like  a  suitable 
guardian  for  a  chili  There 
can  be  no  happy  ending. 

Dye’s  use  of  what  is  now’ 
widely  termed  post-traumatic 
shock  disorder  as  a  literary 
device  is  reminiscent  of  Par 
Barker’s  First  World  War 
trilogy.  Yet  there  is  a  trap  for 
fiction  of  this  son:  characters 
who  fulfil  the  expectations  of 
behavioural  psychology 
threaten  ultimately"  to  follow 


Frances 
Stead  Sellers 

MEMORIES 
OF  SNOW 
By  Alison  Dye 

Sceptre,  £9.99 

TRINITY 
FIELDS 
By  Bradford 
Morrow 

Flamingo,  £15.99 


set  patterns  of  action.  Barker 
maintains  suspense  by  dem¬ 
onstrating  how  very  individ¬ 
ual  each  victim  was.  Dye  has 
treated  Raymond  Smith  a  little 
too  much  like  a  case  study. 

William  McCarthy  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Calder,  fee  hero  and  anti- 
hero  of  Bradford  Morrow's 
third  novel  Trinity  Fields,  are 
boro  a  mere  11  hours  apart  in 
fee  idyllic  mountain  hideaway 
of  Lds  Alamos,  between  fee 
Christmas  of 1944  and  fee  new 
year  feat  marks  the  birth  of 
fee  Atomic  Age.  Known  as 
Brice  and  Kip,  they  are  “coun¬ 
terparts  like  sarrtogender  yin 
and  yang,  like  fee  light  of 
chiaro  and  fee  dark  of  oscuro”. 
Morrow's  Manichaean  juxta¬ 
position  of  fee  two  provides 
Trinity  Fields  wife  its  dia¬ 
grammatic  structure  —  and  its 
ultimate  flaw.  Symbols  rarely 
make  convincing  characters; 
and  throughout  their  pro¬ 
longed  searches  for  self-dis¬ 
covery.  the  young  men  remain 
mere  foils  for  one  another. 

Brice  and  Kip 
IOCS  are  aware  of 

uifa-e  their  fathers’ 

eucrs  hushed  complic- 

ity  in  fee  Man- 
IRIES  hattan  project 

tOW  and  its  deadly 

n  Dye  “gadget";  their 

£9.99  teenage  escapa- 

rjY  des  pale  beside 

this  guilty  secret 
„  .  They  come  of  age 

“of“  during  another 

■®JY  feast  of  death. 

,  U5.99  Vietnam.  Brice 

— — — — -  becomes  an  anti¬ 

war  activist;  Kip 
joins  the  Reserve  Officer 

Training  Corps. 

Their  separation  —  both 
philosophical  and  physical  — 
provokes  fee  novel's  central 
problem:  “How  does  a  man 
compromise  when  what  he 
believes  and  who  he  loves  are 
at  utmost  odds,  without  losing 
one's  integrity  and  whole- 
n ess?" The  question  speaks  not 
only  of  friendship,  but  of  feat 
peculiarly  American  preoccu¬ 
pation  wife  loving  one's  coun¬ 
try,  and  haring  a  country 
worthy  of  that  love. 


Morrow's  detailed  at¬ 
tention  to  fee  novel's 
landscape  almost 
compensates  for  the  weak 
characterisation  and  rambling 
ploL  The  secret  community  of 
Los  Alamos  is  like  some 
intriguing  Marxist  experi¬ 
ment.  cordoned  off  from  the 
rest  of  fee  world  by  fences  and 
armed  guards,  where  tele¬ 
phone  conversations  are  rou¬ 
tinely  monitored,  and  letters 
posted  unsealed  for  fee  benefit 
of  censors.  But  neither  this  nor 
Kip’s  cloak-and-dagger  activi¬ 
ties  in  Laos  can  hold  a  reader's 
attention  through  more  than 
400  pages  of  literal-minded 
self-analysis:  an  elaborate  ex¬ 
ercise  in  working  through  fee 
author’s  own  ill-defined 
generational  angsL 

Frances  Stead  Sellers  is  Depu¬ 
ty  Editor  of  Civilization,  the 
Washington-based  magazine 
of  rhe  Library  Of  Congress. 
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42  SPORT 

Behaviour 
of  French 
side  under 
scrutiny 

By  David  Hands 

RUGBY  CORRESPONDENT 

EUROPEAN  Rugby  Cup 
Limited,  (be  organisers  of 
rugby  union’s  fledgling 
Hetneken  Cup,  will  have 
to  consider  vigorous  action 
after  the  scenes  that 
marred  Swansea’s  22-10 
victory  over  Castres  at  St 
Helen's  on  Tuesday  night 
One  player  was  sent  off, 
the  referee  was  threatened 
and  various  French  offici¬ 
als  encroached  on  the 
playing 'area  during  the 
game. 

Mike  James,  the  Swan¬ 
sea  chairman,  said  he  had 
never  seen  comparable 
scenes  in  British  rugby. 
Pierre  Yves-RevoL  the 
Castres  president, 
marched  to  the  centre  of 
the  pitch  at  the  interval 
after  the  award  of  19 
penalties  to  Swansea  and 
none  to  Castres  and  he 
waved  his  players  to  come 
off  after  the  dismissal,  for 
punching,  of  the  replace¬ 
ment  lock.  Guy  Jeannard. 

Charles  Muir,  the  Scot¬ 
tish  referee,  from 
Langholm,  was  escorted 
off  by  police  and  stewards 
at  the  dose  but  several  of 
the  French  visitors  could 
not  contain  their  frustra¬ 
tion  as  Castres  were  elimi¬ 
nated  on  points  difference. 

Jeannard  was  subse¬ 
quently  suspended  for  30 
days,  but  the  report  of  Roy 
Lou  g head,  the  match  com¬ 
missioner  from  Ireland 
and  a  former  headmaster, 
will  be  studied  anxiously  , 
by  tournament  organisers.  ! 
They  have  worked  hard  to 
inaugurate  a  European 
competition  designed  to 
improve  playing  stan¬ 
dards  and  generate 
money  from  sponsorship 
and  television. 

John  Hart  was  yester¬ 
day  appointed  as  coach  of 
New  Zealand  in  succes¬ 
sion  to  Laurie  Mains.  Hart 
had  twice  been  turned 
down  for  the  position, 
losing  out  to  Alex  Wyflie  in 
1QS8  and  Mains  in  1992 
and  1994. 

Hart.  50,  will  be  New 
Zealand  rugby’s  first  pro¬ 
fessional  coadu  with  a 
salary  package  reported  to 
be  about  ££2,000  a  year. 


Reward  of  hidden 

treasuresawaits 
Rugby  Man  2000 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  7 1995 

Classic  is 
put  into, 
scrapyard 
by  Ford 


I  asked  Lawrence 
DaHaglio-  the  talented 
young  captain  of  Wasps, 
what  he  understood  by  "pro¬ 
fessionalism'’.  He  talked  in¬ 
stinctively  and  under¬ 
standably  about  money.  “It 
means  your  main  source  of 
income  will  come  from  rugby 
and  rugby-related  activities," 
he  said.  “The  problem,"  he 
added,  "is  that  if  you  want  to 
pay  the  bills,  it’s  going  to  come 
from  money  earned  through 
rugby  and  therefore  some 
players’  outlook  on  training 
and  diet  will  have  to  come 
more  in  line  with  that  of  a 
professional  sportsman." 

Provided  he  stays  fit  and 
maintains  the  form  which 
yesterday  earned  him  a  place 
in  the  England  team  to  play 
Western  Samoa  —  his  first  cap 
was  as  a  replacement  in  the 
defeat  by  South  Africa  last 
month  —  DaHaglio  will  be  at 
the  forefront  of  English  rug¬ 
by’s  official  hunt  for  Treasure 
Island.  Bright,  presentable 
and.  at  the  age  of  23,  frighten¬ 
ingly  businesslike,  he  is  well 
equipped  to  lead  the  search. 
The  mobile  phone  is  at  hand, 
the  answers  to  questions, 
brisk.  After  the  full  stop,  he 
juts  his  chin  out  a  little  and 
fixes  you  with  blue-green  eyes. 
This  is  Rugby  Man  2000.  He 
even  said  "take  it  game  by 


Much  has  happened  in  the  hundred  days  since  rugby  union 
was  declared  open  and  the  future  remains  uncertain.  To 


was  declared  opt 
conclude  our  uu 
to  Lawrence  Dali 
talents,  is  well  \ 
model  pron 


>part  series  Andrew  Longroore  talks 
'lio.  who  as  one  of  England's  emerging 
iced  to  voice  the  concerns  of  die  new 
donai  player  after  the  revolution 
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THE  FIRST  ONE 
HUNDRED  DAYS 


game"  without  the  hint  of  a 
smile. 

Dallaglio  has  spent  the 
morning  reading  about  prop¬ 
erty  development  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  his  final  exams  in 
Urban  Estate  Management 
next  spring  and  the  prospect  of 
another  appointment  at  1pm  is 
beginning  to  tax  his  patience 
with  the.  photographer.  He 
bears  up  well,  good  practice 
for  the  future,  but  you  suspect 
the  England  flanker  is  a  man 
who  lodes  at  his  watch  a  lot 


OPEN  RUGBY-SFTRSTItol 


Aug  27:  International  Board  declares  rugby  union  an  open  game 
Aug  29:  Mhe  Call  styles  himself  England's  first  Mi -time  rugby  player 
Aug  30:  WM  Carting.  England  captain,  advises  players  to  keep  day  jobs 
Sep  1:  John  Alien  resigns  as  honorary  secretary  of  Leicester 
Sep  4:  Newcastle  United  announce  merger  with  Newcastle  Gosfanh 
Sep  7:  RFU  announces  season-long  moratorium;  New  Zeeland  RFU  announces  free 
gangway  lor  rugby  league  players 
Sep  8:  South  African  RFU  announces  moratorium  on  transfers 
Sep  13:  French  rugby  lo  slay  "amateur*1 

Sep  14:  Tony  Undnwood,  England  wing,  turns  "sanv-pratesEkmel" 

Sap  19:  English  dubs  form  first-division  company 
Sep  21:  Rob  Andrew  apponled  efredor  of  nigby  at  Newcastle 
Oct  T:  International  Board  approves  gangway  between  league  and  union  codes 
Oct  5:  Sir  John  Han.  chairman  of  Newcastle  United,  meets  Tony  Halted.  RFU 
secretary 

Oct  11:  Bristol  announce  conditional  confracts  for  players 
Oct  IB:  Dean  Ryan.  Wasps  captain,  form  Newcastle  as  admmistiative  assctenl 
Oct  19:  Rob  Andrew  retires  from  international  rugby  and  leaves  Wasps 
Oct  24:  Kerry  Packer  aBeged  lo  be  planning  breakaway  dub  tournament 
Oct  31:  Jonathan  Davies  leaves  Wamnglon  rugby  league  dub  and  returns  to  Wales 
as  a  Cardiff  player 

Oct  31:  Martin  Bayfield.  England  lock,  takes  fw-yesr  sabbatical  from  police  to 
concentrate  on  rugby:  Tony  Underwood  (eaves  Leicester  for  Newcastle:  Welsh 
Internationals  Mfce  Hafl  and  Gareth  Llewellyn  sign  provisional  forms  for  Wasps 
Nov  1:  London  Broncos  play  on  Harlequins'  rugby  union  ground 
Nov  6:  English  fiist-dwision  dubs  seek  £1  mifflan  each  in  mm  money 
Nov  7:  Businessman  Nigel  Wray  lo  invest  £2.5  mdion  fri  Saracens;  FBHJ  Commlsston 
on  restructured  game  recommends  late- season  five  nations'  champurehip, 
European  and  Anglo- Welsh  leagues 
Nov  17:  RFU  approves  payment  for  national  team  management 
Nov  28:  RFU  veloes  return  of  John  Gallagher,  termer  Alt  Black  and  rugby  league 
player,  lo  play  rugby  union 

Nov 30:  Businessman  Keith  BarweB  to  Invest  Cl  mMon  in  Northampton 
Dec  5:  Matches  proposed  between  Bath  and  Wigan 


Yet  he  refuses  to  be  photo¬ 
graphed  in  front  of  his  fellow; 
students  in  the  canteen  at  the 
University  of  Kingston,  which  ; 
suggests  either  a  becoming 
sense  of  modesty,  an  acute 
awareness  of  his  own  dignity 
or  a  surprising  lade  of  confi¬ 
dence.  More  a  combination  of 
the  first  two,  1  think. 

In  an  ideal  world,  DaHaglio 
would  have  wanted  to  join 
rugby’s  gravy  train  once  the 
wheels  had  started  turning. 
Now,  He  finds  himself  amid 
the  hustle  and  bustle  of  depar¬ 
ture  as  dubs  deckle  how  much 
money  they  have,  the  players 
how  much  money  they  want 
and  the  controllers  of  the 
Rugby  Football  Union  (RFU) 
wave  a  profusion  of  red  and 
green  flags  and  obstinately 
refuse  to  blow  the  whistle. 

"There  is  a  lot  of  shadow 
boxing  going  on  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  in  terms  of  transfers 
because  no  one  wants  to  be  the 
first  member  of  the  England 
squad  to  come  forward  and 
say  this  is  what  I’m  worth,  this 
is  what  I’m  staying  for  or 
moving  for.  What’s  going  to 
become  dear  soon  is  whether 
individuals  will  have  to  take 
their  own  cases  to  their  dubs 
or  the  RFU  or  whether  there 
will  be  a  collective  tier  system 
with  every  player  paid  on  his 
status.  In  football,  differentials 
are  the  norm. 

"Price  on  application”,  as 
estate  agents  say.  So  what 
might  a  potential  10-year  Eng¬ 
land  man  like  Dallaglio  be 
worth?  £40,000  a  year  to 
England  and.  according  to  the 
flourishing  financial  grape¬ 
vine,  £60.000  a  year  to  Wasps. 
By  2006,  Dallaglio  could  be 
the  first  offidal  money-on-the- 
table  pay-per-play  rugby  mil¬ 
lionaire.  The  thought  is 
smothered  at  birth-  "1 
wouldn’t  dream  of  thinking 
about  it" 

Wasps  have  been  smart, 
anyway,  giving  him  foe  cap¬ 
taincy  after  Rob  Andrew's 
move  to  Noewcastle,  to  ward 


Vv  -rf:  •  •  • 


Dallaglio  is  frighteningly  businesslike  and,  at  23,  ready  for  the  professional  game 


oft  rival  bids.  Dallaglio  has 
had  two  offers  from  other 
dubs,  but  "nothing  too  seri¬ 
ous,"  he  added. 

What  is  certain  is  that  when 
his  degree  course  ends  next 
summer.  Dallagjio  win  be¬ 
come  a  professional  rugby 
player.  There  is  no  hint  of 
doubt  or  regret  about  the 
decision.  At  6ft  4in  and  16bst, 
he  has  the  right  build  for  the 
future,  fast  and  powerful,  a 
match  for  the  supermen  of  the 
southern  hemisphere.  But  pro¬ 
fessionalism  is  as  much  about 
attitudes  as  cash  and  an 
education  at  public  school  — 
in  this  case.  Ampleforth  —  is 
perhaps  not  the  ideal  place  for 
learning  the  art. 

When  making  mistakes 


costs  jobs  not  matches,  the 
usual  banter  of  post-match 
recrimination  can  be  drowned 
by  the  accusatorial  whispers  of 
players  looking  after  number 
one.  Priorities  change  and 
rugby,  where  the  gap  between 
the  haves  and  have-nots  will 
be  embarrassingly  wide,  wifi 
be  prey  to  the  new  selfishness. 

"If  you’re  going  to  be  a 
professional  sportsman.” 
Dallaglio  said.  "You've  got  to 
channel  all  your  energies  into 
that,  dedicate  yourself  to  your 
sport  and  promote  yourself 
within  your  sport.  And  if  it’s 
money  you’re  after,  fry  to  earn 
as  much  as  possible  In  a  short 
space  of  time." 

Dallaglio  trains  twice  a 
week  with  Wasps,  once  with 


England  and  three  or  four 
times  cm  his  I  was  full¬ 

time  I  would  be  quicker  and 
stronger.  I  would  be  able  to 
increase  my  training  and 
make  it  specific  to  my  position. 
I  don’t  think  I'O  get  bored. 
Provided  you’re  well  organ¬ 
ised  and  keep  fit,  there  wifi  be 
plenty  of  tune  far  other  activi¬ 
ties.  I  think  IH  enjoy  my  rugby 
more  because  I'm  being  paid." 

With  that  he  is  away,  tugged 
by  ambition.  To  Dallaglio, 
rugby  has  been,  a  therapy, 
after  the  death  of  his  sister  on 
the  Marchioness  six  years  ago, 
it  has  been  his  hobby  and  his 
love;  now  it  is  set  to  be  his  life. 
Whether  it  will  be  good  life, 
like  most  tilings  in  rugby  these 
days,  no  one  can  predict. 


ByMexWebb 

ONE  of  the  most  enduring 
tournaments  on  the  European 
women’s  gdff  tour  has  bra 
heW  for  tire  last  tune.  The  Font 
Classic,  which  has  been  part 
of  the  circuit  since  1982,  does 
not  appear  on  the  1996 
Women  Professional  Gaffers’ 
European  Toitir  schedule 
which  was  released  yesterday, 
although  four  new  events  da. 

FdrtPs  withdrawal  comes  at 
a  time  of  unprecented  success 
for  European  wrarenV  profes¬ 
sional  golf  —  tire  first-three 
places  in  the  world  rankings 
are  occupied  by  Laura  Davies, 
of  Britain,  and  .  Amrika 
Sorenstam  antr  lisekrtte 
Neumann,  both  Swedes:1  ■ 

In  spite  of  Fiord'S: withdraw? 
al,  Terry  Coates,  tire  diief 
executive,  of  the  tour. -  can  still 
derive  satisfaction  from  a  tour¬ 
nament  list  with  a  prize  fond 
nudging  £3  million. 

"American  Express;  the 
tour’s  first  overall  Tide  spons¬ 
or,  have  adoKnvtedged .• that 

their  first,  year’s  association 
with  the  tour  has  been  a 
tremendous ..success,”  he  saM. 
"This  - is  a  marketing  partner¬ 
ship  that  can  only  go  foam  - 
strength  to  strength."  ** 
The-four  new  events  are  the 
Deesse  Swiss  Open  in  June, 
the  McDonald*  WPG A 

championship  in  Scotland  in 
August,  the  Compaq  Open 
three  weeks  later  in  Sweden 
and  the  Three  Nations  Cupin 
Belgium  in  October.  ' 

The  highlights  of  the  season 
are  the  £500000  WeetaWx 
Women’s  British  Open  at  Wo¬ 
burn  an  August  15-18  and  the  . 
Solhdm  Cup  mateh  against 
the  United  States  at  St  Pierre, 
on  September  20-22.  . 


MAY:  Me  Welsh  Open,  Si  Plena. 
Chepstow.  10-12:  Costa  AaippanrAroena 
sndQoWa  do  Raiu.  nr  Usbon  Portugal.  24- 
26:  Oulch  Open,  name  lo  ha  amuncad. 
June;  7-8:  Bra-Stimaral  Dmsh  Open. 
\te0o,  Donmrafc.  13-18:  Deesse  Swiss 
Open.  Maison  Blanche,  nr  Grama  1322 
Ewan  Masters,  Royal  Evian.  France.  27-30: 
Austrian  Open,  Vienna:  JUy:4-7:  Hramessy 
Cup,  Cotogna,  Germany.  2S-2&  Guardian 
Irish  Hofc&ys  Open.  DuHn,  varan  the. 
Aug:  Mi:  McDonald's  WPGA  champ¬ 
ionship.  venue  the.  15-18:  Wteetebfet  Wom¬ 
en’s  Steh  Open.  Woburn  22-25:  Tiygg 
Hansa  Open.  Haninge,  Stockholm,  Swe¬ 
den.  29-Sopt  1:  Compaq  Open.  Orabra, 
Sweden.  Sept  2>-2fc  SoBjent  Cm 
Europe  v  (totted  Stales,  St  Hera, 
Chepstow.  26-29:  Maredo  Open, 
Tmudefeerg.  Hamburg.  Grammy.  Oct  38: 
Three  Nations  Cup,  Henrf-Qtapele,  BeF 

&  10-13:  taSan  Open  di  SfcOa.  8 
u  Swty.  17-20:  Ranch  Open,  venue 
ton  24-27:  Spared  Open.  By^  La  Manga. 
Spain.  Dates  to  be  confimisd:  Wtfcnsor 
Sward  English  Open,  The  Oxfordshire; 
ScoHHi  Open,  Datonhoy.  . 
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Contract:  6  NT  by  Sooth.  Lead:  King  of  Spades 


I  opened  One  Club  and  West 
(the  proprietor)  overcaUed 
One  Spade.  After  I  had  rebid 
5  NT  over  Ha’s  Two  Hearts, 
we  found  our  way  to  Six 
Hearts,  Zia  using  Blackwood 
on  the  way.  West  surprisingly 
doubled.  Fearing  that  West 
was  void  in  dubs.  Zia 
switched  to  6  NT. 

On  the  lead  of  the  king  of 
spades.  East  played  the  three. 
I  had  11  tricks  on  top  (one 
spade,  six  hearts,  one  dia¬ 
mond  and  three  dubs).  I  took 
the  spade  and  cashed  two 
rounds  of  dubs,  noting  with 
annoyance  that  West  followed; 
it  now  seemed  likely  that 
West’s  double  of  Six  Hearts 
was  based  on  holding  the  king 
of  diamonds,  so  Six  Hearts 
would  have  made. 

I  continued  by  running  the 
hearts.  On  the  fourth  round. 
East  discarded  the  two  of 
spades.  You  might  think  that  1 
should  have  cashed  the  re¬ 
maining  hearts,  discarding 
spades  and  diamonds  from 
hand,  and  relied  on  the  dubs 
being  three-three  —  that  was 
not  necessary  as  I  trusted 
East'S  spade  high-low.  The 
peter  indicated  he  had  started 
with  an  even  number  of 


spades,  almost  certainly  four. 
That  meant  that  West  started 
with  five  spades.  As  West's 
dub  length  was  later  revealed 
on  the  ace  of  dubs,  the 
declarer  was  able  to  get  a 
perfect  count  oh  West’s  hand. 

On  the  last  three  hearts  I 
discarded  a  spade,  a  diamond 
and  a  dub;  my  last  four  cards 
were  the  jack  of  spades,  ace 
and  a  small  diamond  and  the 
ace  of  dubs.  West’s  five  dis¬ 
cards  on  the  hearts  had  been 
three  spades  and  two  dia¬ 
monds.  Then,  when  West  fol¬ 
lowed  to  the  ace  of  dubs  (more 
annoyance  since  playing  for 
the  dub  break  would  have 
succeeded),  I  worked  out  that 
his  last  three  cards  were  the 
queen  of  spades  and  kjng  and 
a  small  diamond. 

So,  I  exited  with  the  jack  of 
spades  and  took  the  last  two 
tricks  with  ace  and  queen  of 
diamonds.  Provided  West  has 
five  spades  and  the  king  of 
diamonds.  South  can  always 
end-play  him  (or  drop  the  king 
of  diamonds),  however  West 
discards. 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


Keene  on  chess 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 

This  is  another  example  of  squeeze  end-play.  I  was  South  with 
Zia  Mahmood  my  partner  in  the  TGR  £100  game. 

Dealer  South  Love  all  Rubber  bridge 
*7 

▼  KQ  J 1075 
*Q96 
*  K  Q  10 

*K  Q 10  5  4  I  '  N  1  *8632 


By  Raymond  Keene 
CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Strategic  Attack 

It  is  a  common  mistake  to 
assume  that  the  only  openings 
which  are  capable  of  yielding 
lasting  attacks  are  those  king 
pawn  openings  -  based  on 
starting  with  I  e4.  Typical 
openings  include  gambits 
such  as  the  King’s,  Evans  and 
Scotch.  One  of  the  true  arts  of 
a  grandmaster  is  to  create  a 
slashing  attack  from  the  more 
strategic  queenside  openings. 
In  these,  the  pawn  structures 
tend  to  be  fixed.  In  particular, 
the  Queen’s  Gambit  Declined 
establishes  a  firm  bulwark 
against  mast  White 
aggression. 

In  the  following  game  from 
the  Belgrade  tournament  Vla¬ 
dimir  Kramnik  demonstrates 
how  attacking  chances  can  be 
generated  against  this  rock¬ 
like  defence.  Kramnik 
launches  a  war  of  lightning 
strokes  and  the  conflagration 
eventually  spreads  itself  to¬ 
wards  the  domain  of  the  black 
king. 

White  Vladimir  Kramnik 
Black:  Jan  Timman 
Belgrade.  November  1995 

Queen’s  Gambit  Deefined 


1 

Nf3 

N16 

2 

04 

eS 

3 

Nc3 

d5 

4 

64 

Nbd7 

5 

CXdS 

extS 

6 

Bgs 

c6 

7 

ea 

Be7 

a 

Bd3 

Mi5 

9 

Bxe7 

Qxe7 

10 

0-0 

0-0 

11 

Qbl 

Nhffi 

12 

64 

ReB 

13 

Rcl 

a6 

14 

a4 

ge 

15 

Q62 

a5 

16 

bxaS 

Rxa5 

17 

Nef2 

Ng4 

18 

Nb3 

Qd6 

19 

ga 

Ra? 

20 

e4 

dxs4 

21 

Nxe4 

Qf8 

22 

Rel 

66 

23 

Nbd2 

Ba6 

24 

Bc2 

Rb7 

25 

Bb3 

Ngt6 

26 

Racl 

Rc8 

27 

NxJ6+ 

Nxffi 

28 

d5 

Nxd5 

29 

Ne4 

Rd8 

30 

Rxc6 

Qb4 

31 

NI6+ 

Kf8 

32 

Nxh7+ 

KgB 

33 

Nf6+ 

KI8 

34 

Re4 

Black  resigns 

Diagram  of  final  position 

abcdefgh 

McShane  Loses 

II  year  old  Luke  McShane  lost 
his  game  against  Garry 
Kasparov  in  the  Intel  Internet 
Challenge.  Faring  ten  oppo¬ 
nents  worldwide,  Kasparov 
won  seven  and  drew  three.  In 
a  favourable  position 
McShane  committed  a  horri¬ 
ble  blunder  and  left  a  rook 
where  it  could  be  captured 
with  check. 

Times  World 
Championship  Book 

All  games  of  the  world  title 
match  are  now  available  with 
commentary  by  Raymond 
Keene  in  a  Times  book.  World 
Chess  Championship: 
Kasparov  v  An  and  (Batsford 
£9.99).  Credit  card  orders  on 
01376  327901  (please  quote 
5/655). 

□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on 
chess  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


By  Philip  Howard 


CAPE  LINE 

a.  Goatlike 

b.  A  steel  skull-cap 

c.  Wen  on  horse’s  hade 

COTTEREL 

a.  A  small  fish 

b.  A  bird 

c.  A  bolt  or  pin 


COLOPHON 

a.  A  metrical  foot 

b.  A  tailpiece 

c.  A  loudspeaker 

CHYME 
a.  Stomach  pulp 
-  b.  A  peal  of  eight  bells 
c.  A  mountain  crack 


Answers  on  page  46 


This  position  is  from  the  game 
Almasi  -  Watson.  Germany  1995. 
In  this  position.  White  played  the 
clever  1  Rxf7  (if  Black  captures  this 
rook,  he  is  swiftly  mated;  and  after 
1  Qd4*  2  QmM  he  went  on  to 
win.  However,  he  could  have 
played  an  even  stronger  first  move. 
Can  you  see  it? 

Solution  ob  page  46 


SPORTS  LETTERS 


Professional  approach  to  the  future  of  rugby  Net  gains  of 

From  Mr  Steve  Turner  the  primary  competition  for  LTA  COHChlUS 

rue  by  that  (a)  the  paying  nrnmfitifmynp|pa.*itirm  © 


From  Mr  Steve  Turner 

Sir,  The  recent  Rugby  Football 
Union  (RFU)  commission  re¬ 
port  on  open  rugby  undoubt¬ 
edly  went  a  great  way  to 
assuage  the  doubts  of  those 
people  who  felt  that  the  RFU 
was  incapable  of  making  such 
changes  now  that  the  game 
has  gone  open.  The  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Tony  Hallett  as  secre¬ 
tary  is.  without  question,  one 
of  the  best  pieces  of  adminis¬ 
trative  work  that  the  RFU  has 
done  for  many  a  year.  How¬ 
ever,  admirable  as  the  report 
was,  it  appears  to  suffer  from 
three  critical  shortcomings. 
Firstly,  it  does  not  address  the 
shortcomings  that  are  rapidly 
becoming  apparent  in  north¬ 
ern  hemisphere  rugby;  sec¬ 
ondly.  it  does  nothing  to  ease 
the  transition  from  dub  to 
international  rugby;  and. 
thirdly,  there  is  no  mechanism 
in  place  for  national  coaches  to 
develop  the  style  of  play  that 
they  wish  for  their  team. 

I  would  submit  that  the  only 
way  for  this  to  happen  is  to 
have  a  co-ordinated,  pan- 
European  approach  to  these 
problems;  only  then  will  we  be 
able  to  produce  the  quality  of 


Sporting  chance 

From  Mr  Ian  Wheater 

Sir,  You  quote  (In  Brief,  Nov¬ 
ember  30)  Tom  Kite,  newly 
appointed  American  Ryder 
Cup  golf  captain,  as  saying 
“The  No  I  responsibility, 
going  beyond  the  sportsman¬ 
ship  and  the  tradition,  is  to  get 
that  Cup  back  over  here  where 
it  belongs,  in  the  United 
States.” 

Hopefully,  Tom  Kite,  who 
has  always  seemed  a  most 
gracious  golfer,  is  under  no 
illusion  as  to  the  spirit  in 
which  the  Ryder  Cup  should 
be  played,  but  if  he  is.  I  trust 
the  respective  PGAs,  who 
agree  the  conditions  of  the 
match,  will  not  stipulate  that 
winning  shall  take  precedence 
over  sportsmanship. 

Yours  sincerely. 

IAN  WHEATER. 

16.  Westbury  Road, 
Warminster, 

Wiltshire. 


Sports  Letters  may  be  sent 
by  fax  to  071-782  5211. 
They  most  include  a 
daytime  telephone  number. 


rugby  that  (a)  the  paying 
public  deserve  and  (b)  wifi  be 
able  to  defeat  regularly  the 
southern  hemisphere  nations. 

Accordingly.  I  would  pro¬ 
pose  that  a  European  districts 
cup  is  established  with  each  of 
the  five  nations  putting  for¬ 
ward  four  teams.  These  20 
teams  would  be  split  into  five 
groups,  with  one  region  from 
each  country  per  group,  who 
would  then  play  on  a  round- 
robin  basis.  To  ensure  that  a 
national  policy  was  adhered 
to.  these  teams  would  have 
coaches  who  would  be  em¬ 
ployed  by  their  respective 
countries,  would  pick  players 
in  their  national  positions  and 
would  be  playing,  ideally,  to 
the  national  style. 

These  four  group  matches 
would  be  played  in  December, 
with  the  top  two  teams  from 
each  group  playing  the  final 
matches  in  January,  prior  to 
the  five  nations'  champ¬ 
ionship. 

Below  this  there  would  be  a 
mirror  image  with  similar 
regional  teams  from  Italy, 
Romania,  etc  The  winners  of 
those  groups  would  then  play 
off  with  the  bottom  teams  of 


Scaling  heights 

From  Mr  R  Kemp 

The  jumping  abilities  of  the 
Watussi  (Bryan rs  Eye,  Nov¬ 
ember  30)  were  raised  in  the 
athletics  press  in  the  1950s 
when  "clearances"  of  more 
than  seven  feet  were  recorded 
and  where  sloping  ground 
and  termite  hills  were  also 
involved.  These  discussions 
led  to  the  use  of  high-jump 
shoes  with  built-up  soles 
which  were  outlawed  because 
they  afforded  two  advantages: 
physical  elevation  and  an 
additional  stretch-reflex  im¬ 
parted  to  the  calf  muscles. 

In  your  photograph,  it  is 
almost  certain  that  the  rope  is 
barely  six  feet  higher  than  the 
take-off  point  but,  given  the 
inefficient  clearance,  the  com¬ 
petitor  has  possibly  raised  his  i 
centre  of  gravity  to  about  6ft 
9in.  It  is  doubtful  If,  from  level 
ground,  he  could  have  cleared 
6ft  6in.  It  is  still  good  jumping 
but  perhaps  not  the  world- 
shattering  peformance  that 
your  text  implies. 

Yours  faithfully, 

RE  KEMP. 

S3,  Loscoe  Road, 

Nottingham. 


the  primary  competition  for 
promotionf  relegation- 
This  would  leave  a  Euro¬ 
pean  season  of  national  league 
matches  in  September/- 
October,  international  “one- 
offs"  and  tour  matches  in 
November,  European  league 
in  December  and  January, 
with  the  remainder  of  the 
national  league  and  cup 
scheduled  from  December  to 
April.  The  five  nations’  would 
then  start  in  the  late  February 
and  be  held  on  toe  Saturday 
and  Sunday  of  alternate  week¬ 
ends.  In  television  terms,  this 
would  lead  to  an  excellent 
marketing  opportunity  of 
watching  the  top  European 
regional  teams  in  a  competi¬ 
tive  envimoment,  prior  to  the 
five  nations’,  and  the  respec¬ 
tive  national  league  and  cup 
competitions.  If  sufficient 
money  cannot  be  negotiated 
from  such  events,  then  rugby 
will  never  go  truly  profession¬ 
al  in  any  sense  of  the  word. 
Yours  etc., 

STEVE  TURNER, 

Glenrose, 

Gordon  Road. 

Curdridge. 

Hampshire. 


From  Mr  Mick  Midson 

Sir.  Michael  Dalton  (Sports 
Letters,  November  30)  is  cor¬ 
rect  to  suggest  that,  in  this 
tough  old  world  of  ours, 
partners  and  fellow  directors 
might  “have  a  go"  at  each 
other  in  private. 

However,  it  would  never  be 
done  in  front  of  the  custom¬ 
er^}.  and  anyone  behaving  so 
unprofessioiially  should  ex¬ 
pect  to  be  disciplined  in  some 
manner. 

Yours  etc 
MICK  MrDSON. 

38,  Glendale 
Hem  el  Hempstead. 
Hertfordshire. 


24  Fts  _ 
23  Pec  _ 
22  Pts 


From  Mr  Richard  Lems 

Sir,  While  recognising '  the 
efforts  of  the  Lawn  Tennis 
Association  to  raise  standards 
at  grassroots  level  in  this 
country  through  its  newly 
launched  development  strate¬ 
gy,  Give  Ashford  (Sports  Let¬ 
ters,  November  30]  questions 
the  standard  and  motivation 
of  British  coaches 

Only  two  weeks  ago  Great 
Britain  overwhelmed  Sweden 
42-14  in  a  junior  international; 
this  year  we  produced  world 
champions  in  the  under-14 
boys  category  and  have  re¬ 
corded  wins  over  Germany, 
Spain,  France,  Holland,  Uni¬ 
ted  States  and  Australia. 
These  victories  have  been  re¬ 
corded  by  juniors  coached 
individually  by  British  coach¬ 
es  through  the  Rover  Junior 
Tennis  Initiative. 

Fbr  a  number  of  years,  the 
LTA  has  recognised  the  need 
to  blend  our  best  British 
coaches  with  the  very  best 
from  overseas.  That  is  why  we 
have  lan  Barclay,  Olga 
Morozova,  Sharon  Walsh  and 
Ptter  Fleming  on  our  payroll. 

The  irony  is  that  Mr 
Ashford  himself  was  suffix 
dently  motivated  to  join  the 
200  coaches  last  week  who 
came  to  listen  to  lectures  from 
the  Spanish  director  of  ooadt- 
ing  at  the  conference  of  the 
Professional  Tennis  Coaches 
Association.  British  tennis 
coaches  are  improving,  are  in- 
touch  with  world  standards 
and  delivering  results. 

Yours  faithfully, 

RICHARD  LEWIS, 

Director  of  National  Training 
and  Coaching, 

Lawn  Tennis  Association. 
Queen’s  Club, 

West  Kensington,  W14. 

□  The  views  expressed  by  Mr 
Ashford  were  his  mm  ana  were 
not  representative  of  the  Kent 
county  coaches  committee.  •  - 
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Igfended  withdrawal  of  Jodami  solves  big-race  jockey  problem 

Dwyer  to  ride  One  Man  at  Havdo 


By  Julian  Muscat 

BY  RECENT  standards,  the 
jockeys’  merry-go-round  for 
rides  m  the  key  races  quickly 
ground  to  a  halt  when  Mark 
Dwyer  inherited  the  mount 
aboard  One  Man  in  the  Tom¬ 
my  Whittle  Chase  on 
Saturday. 

Dwyer  became  available 
when  Jodami,  whom  he  rou¬ 
tinely  rides,  was  yesterday 
announced  as  a  non-starter  in 
flte  Haydock  Park  contest  in 
favour  of  the  Rowland 
Meyrick  Handicap  Chase  at 
Wetherby  on  Boxing  Day. 

Dwyer  has  thus  been  hand¬ 
ed  the  opportunity  denied  him 
mien  One  Man  was  a  late 
defection  from  the  Hennessy 
Cognac  Gold  Cup  12  days  ago. 
The  jockey  was  to  have  re¬ 
placed  the  injured  Tony  Dob¬ 
bin  at  Newbury  but  incesssant 
rain  forced  One  Man  out  of 


Nap:  VI  SAGA 
(250  Taunton) 

Next  best:  Mt  Randle 
(150  Taunton) 

Tftuhderer  continued  his  Qood  recent 
form  when  selecting  Time  Clash,  a 
25-J  winner  at  Lingfietd  Park 
yesterday. 


the  race.  The  grey’s  connec¬ 
tions  will  be  hoping  the  fates 
do  not  intervene  for  a  second 
time  on  Saturday. 

Colder  weather  is  forecast 
around  Haydock,  where  the 
ground  is  “good".  A  spokes¬ 
person  said  racing  could  have 
been  staged  there  yesterday 
but  more  snow  is  forecast  for 
tomorrow.  A  high-class  two- 
day  meeting  is  scheduled  to 
start  tomorrow  ai  Chelten¬ 
ham,  where  the  forecast  frost 
yesterday  failed  to  materialise. 
They  could  have  raced  at 
Prestbury,  too,  and  hopes  are 
high  that  the  Bula  Hurdle  and 
Tripleprint  Gold  Cup  will  go 
ahead. 

William  Hill  reported 
Champion  Hurdle  money  for 
both  Mysiiy  and  Atours  in 
advance  of  their  clash  with 
Large  Action  in  the  Bula 
Hurdle  on  Saturday.  Mysilv  is 
8-1  from  124  while  Atours 
contracted  to  10-1  from  the 
same  price-  Large  Action,  who 
had  1*2  lengths  in  hand  of 


J 


Dwyer  will  take  over  the  mount  from  Dobbin  on  the  exciting  One  Man  in  the  Tommy  Whittle  Chase  at  Haydock  Park  on  Saturday 


At  ours  on  their  recent  Ascot 
encounter,  meets  the  David 
ELsworth-trained  gelding  on 
91b  worse  terms  this  time. 

Charles  Egerton,  who  trains 
Mysilv,  has  been  searching 
for  a  jockey  to  ride  the  mare 
throughout  the  season.  Jamie 
Osborne  has  done  regular 
duty  but  he  is  contracted  to 
Large  Action.  Egerton,  who 
expects  to  finalise  arrange¬ 
ments  today,  reported  Mysilv 
fit  and  well  for  her  imminent 
assignment  after  she  bypassed 
the  Fighting  Fifth  Hurdle  at 
Newcastle  12  days  ago. 

“Her  blood  wasn't  quite 
right  before  that  race  and 
basically  we  didn't  want  to 
take  a  chance,”  the  trainer 


said,  “it  was  nothing  serious, 
she  had  a  quiet  week  and  that 
seems  to  have  done  the  trick." 

Egerton  estimates  that 
Mysuv  needs  to  find  improve¬ 
ment  of  some  !4lb  to  win  a 
Champion  Hurdle.  “You’d  say 
she  has  made  physical 
progress  to  look  at  her,  al¬ 
though  you  can’t  really  tell 
how  that  will  translate  on  the 
racecourse.”  he  said. 

Tests  taken  from  Master 
Oats  have  failed  to  reveal  the 
reason  for  his  dismal  showing 
at  Chepstow  on  Saturday, 
when  he  was  pulled  up  early 
in  the  home  straight  But  the 
Cheltenham  Gold  Cup  winner 
may  .yet  return  to  Chepstow 
for  die  Coral  Welsh  National 


on  December  27,  for  which  he 
was  yesterday  allotted  top- 
weight  of  12  sttme.  The  spon¬ 
sors  quote  him  at  7-1  for  the 
marathon,  alongside  Superior 
Finish. 

Earth  Summit  a  distant 
second  to  Master  Oats  in  the 
Welsh  National  last  year  and, 
more  recently,  disappointing 
in  the  Hennessy,  is  Coral's  5-1 
favourite,  The  firm  then  bets: 
S-l  Lo  Stregone  and  Wifisford, 
10-1  Cache  Fleur  and 
Miinnehoma,  12-1  Nuaffe, 
Tartan  Tyrant,  Midnight  Call¬ 
er,  Grange  Brake  and  Flyer’s 
Nap  and  14-1  bar.  Of  the  44 
entrants.  Master  Oats  is 
among  only  eight  in  the  handi¬ 
cap  proper.  His  defection 


would  prompt  a  minimum  41b 
rise  in  the  weights,  leaving 
Miinnehoma  at  the  head  of 
the  handicap. 

A  panel  of  raring  journalists 
has  voted  Lammtarra  the 
Racegoers’  Club's  1995  Race¬ 
horse  of  the  Year.  Lammtarra 
triumphed  by  16  votes  against 
nine  cast  for  the  Breeders'  Cup 
Mile  heroine.  Ridgewood 
Pearl.  In  another  poll,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Racegoers'  Chib 
came  down  in  Lammtarra’s 
favour  by  an  overwhelming 
margin.  The  son  of  Nijinsky 
cornered  eight  times  as  many 
votes  as  Ridgewood  Pearl, 
with  Double  Trigger.  Hailing 
and  Pentire  also  earning 
places  in  the  top  five. 


CORAL  WELSH  NATIONAL  HANDICAP 
CHASE  Master  0«5.B  years.  wagM 
Ob.  Mknnehoma  12-11-3,  Wasted  12-10- 
11.  Nuatte  10-10-7,  Commercial  Artist  9-10- 
4,  Rnrermda  Boy  12-193,  Earth  Summ*  7- 
193.  Cache  Aw  9-102,  Chatam  11-9-12. 
Tartan  Tyrant  GMH1,  Black  Humour  11-8- 

11,  Stolon  Abbey  10-9-10.  FI/Bf'E  Nap  9-9- 
9,  La  Strsgone  9-8-7,  MkHgft  CNIer9-0-& 
Supemr  Finish  9-9-6.  Grange  Brake  9-9-1, 
Ptasac  Spaceaga  129-0.  wait  Brateri  8-B- 

12.  CspmMy  Brown  6-9-1 1.  Gold  Cap  10- 
9-11,  Lucky  Ism  11-9-11.  Arthur's  Minstrel 
999.  Dorn  Tat  The  WHe  99-9,  Clyde 
Ranger  996,  Suny  Bay  99ft  Yorkshire 
Gaia  96-6.  Vtcompl  De  Vtemort  10-96. 
Staler  Stick  996,  Toogood  To  Be  True  7-8- 
s.  Frort  Lr®  96-3 .  Mr  Flanagan  9-8-3,  Mad 
Thyme  8-8-3,  Cametol  Kntgyrt  98-3,  Veteda 
U  8-7-13.  Tinea  Bnmraes  6-7-13.  Taiamoes 
9-7-13.  Terao  8-7-12.  General  WbVe  9-7-11. 
Florida  Sky  8-7-8,  Cythere  11-7-8.  Change 
The  Reign  B-6-n,  Anctas  Prince  196-6, 
L&nthaS  Prowess  9-90. 


THUNDERER 

12-30  Wakt  1.00  MflJThyma  1.30 The  Bofter  White. 
2.00  Castte  Sweep.  2.30  Zaitoon.  3.00  CaDisoe  Bay. 
3.30  St  MetBon  Drive. 

The  Times  Private  Handicappeda  top  rating: 

2.00  CASTLE  SWEEP. 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  FIRM  (CHASE  -COURSE);  GOOD 
(HURDLES) _ SB 

12.30  PuafraH  roromraw 

SELUHG  HANDICAP  HURDU 

(£1,807: 2m  5t  10yd)  (7  runners) 

1  f-fll  WMT 18 ffflJWMr 5-12-0 - : PMcUjogMto  * 

Z  9P2  BABHY881 19 WBrtsttuK) 6-11-13 - RMterity  94 

a  /56  TREWEETHAN  IS  Ms  S  Austin  6-11-10 — 1-  E  Husband  BO 

4  2-54  TARGET  LME  7  (S)  Ms  5  Smflh  5-1)6 —  R  WMrwn  (ft  96 

5  930  ITS  GRAND  7  JlSiiiey  9192 - RJoNsOT  95 

E  DS*0  THE  CHAIRMAN  IB  F  Jordan  4-10-0 - SopMeMSebrt  jg 

7  WP  CWJKATH 143  (V)  J  feett  8190 - SLae  0 

94  Jen  3-1  land  li*r.  5-1  BsnyOea,  91  Tiwwnn.  ts  Bund,  19)  flflas. 

1.00  TOULsmw  juvenile  novices  hurdle 

(£2,990: 2m)  (25) 

1  561  WISDOM  BjWJflK  Morgan  11-5  - ASSrUhST 

Z  AHNGER  StFWnM  Rated  1912_ - Bay  Lyons  - 

3  4  ACOUHTAL  48W.0F)  J  Matte  lfl-1Z  — - -T9»  79 

4  BEAU  MATQJJT 153F  Nte  M  MUgan  1912. - ROta*  - 

5  0  BOOST  19  MaNtterefityllMi. - SWrere  - 

6  3  DAU.YBOyflMHEaarrtr/lU-12. - LWjff-  96 

7  6YMCRAK  HERO  17F  6  Hntons  1912 - -M  Payer  - 

8  HAQIfiET  SSFlfcB  J  DWte  1912 -T-^- SCaow  CT  - 

S  Kffli  TO  THE  LAST  B9F II  Wramnd  10-12  WC  tamer  Q  - 

10  0  LORO  FSEBERKX  14 ICS5  S  Wfcte  18-U  —  Llmfll  - 

11  4  NORIK  BREEZE  14  A  Bifla  1912 

12  P  PARK  RCGE  7  TU&  10-12.. 

13  PEUTE1RE  77F  F  Jordan  1912 

14  P  RUSSIAN  FEVER  B  J  Brkfter  10-12 

15  U  SfBMZ 12  N  Tatar  1912—-- 
Hr  SLYER  SLEEVE  49F  W  femnond  1912. 

17  THAT  QLil  HBftG  S6F  J  Wtlte  191“ 

IB  0  TWSWBJJ  DAYS  1ZT  ThJb  1912- 
IS  TROUBADOUR  SONS  7BF  W  fetyi  1912 

20  0463  WANSTEAD  26  J  Jatte  1912 — 

21  04  OTCBAfl  7  i  Bmflty  191L— 

22  42  MBJ.  THYME  23  tts  M  RiMtoy  197 

23  0WW  BABY  5fi  Bata  19T-— 

24  0  SOUPflEMS  12LteMRawt»  MJ-7  _ 

a  TOWSSFT  44f  M  Wp#  19? - - JOSMIW  - 

3-1  towiGH.  4-1  UK  Rijms.  91  Wisdom.  91  AatfBri.  191  Dtiy  Boy.  12-1 
fetara,  14-1  tsm- 

1 .30  STAN  NB1BR  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(22.B61;  3m  3M10yd)  (7) 

ISHHSHUil^E; 

4  1413  TOE  BUD  CLUB  12 7-11-4 - §? 

5  DZFP  T»CB««Waj5C^ 5-1911^--.- « 
fi  2211  C0UMQLLE 17 ffffiRWa* 9106  — MrPtetoy (3)  w 
?  P3X  umm««£AlllS{HOBro-.M9lL_  eTorroyW^ 

94  Tte  Bud  CUL  ftway-l  TVnoEawh.  91  Tte 

Bate  WMte.  20-1  U  FomateWem.  291  SSnotno  Sum. 


2.00  OUVffi  SHERWOOD  NATIONAL  HUNT  NOVICES 
HURDU  (£2,912: 2m)  (13) 

I  1-11  CASnjESWSP  13  (G£]DKdaHm  4-11-5 - PMvenfg 

-  2  914  K»ffZBTO19pWJ)0SftHW«19l16- 

3  3  CLB/B1  VJf  16  J  Cuts  4-1912 - LOTtera  - 

4  00  COUNIRYBOnOJ Brtdna 4-1912 - W McFarland  - 

5  395  mars BW 24 JWta! 91912 _ LV.yer  - 

6  GREY  STDR7  B04P  A  J  Wttson  7-1912 - M  Dwyer  - 

7  90  LORD  LOFTY  82  Ita  4  Ptaan  91912 - Wltaron  - 

I  443-  MACSE0RGE 234 RLtt 91912 - PMcUx^ifa  - 

.  9  091  PEACE  LORD  28  (SJ  Mn  Otera  91912 — 6Ho0anP)  - 
10  -322  PE6A3US  BAY  4fl  Hf  tegh  4-1912 - 0  Byrne  - 

II  D9P  PBWOYAL 24 WCtey 91912 - JLwMer  - 

12  WHO  AM  I  fl  Alner  91912 - UrPHej*yp)  - 

13  96  ZITAS  SON  28  Crtpten  91912 - DOUBTFUL  - 

4-7  CasUa  Swep.  4-1  Keep  I  DpmL  iz-l  Fun  umL  14-i  Lw  L*r.  191 

Bay.  Who  An  L  291  onea 


2.30  TYNE  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,832:  2m)  (5) 

1  P-15  KES>VDURD6TAWX  19  (D3F^  Ms  MRnefey  911-10 

PWwtt  S3 

2  F544  ZA1TO0H 14  {BAF.G)  D  McWsB)  4-11-7 - W  ManSM  96 

3  41-0  SUVEZlT3(Dj.BAltoHltoate911-7AJ(taSDn{5)  98 

4  -405  SAWT  Cfi.  5  (D&S)  F  JordH  7-11-2 - J  Ladder  93 

5  2fl)  FOX SPAMW 14  (DSJNTWte 91911 - ASSteh® 

94  Keep  tw  mm.  7-2  Sam.  4-1  Zakm.  9i  S«  CW.  teStwra., 


3.00  DAVID  NICHOLSON  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3.132: 2m)  (4) 

1  9P1  CALUSOE  BAY  14  (DjGjS)  0  Shencod  6-11-6 —  J  Osborne  @ 

2  VF-  ASK  TOU  405®  TFa»  9116 - - -  RGaitty  92 

3  60*  WfiOBBJA.  10 ff.fiJSUPaan* 7-116 - PWtan  50 

4  4-10  OLD  ALE  23  Cute  91 1-0 - LORara  - 

1-6  Ctfftsoe  Bay,  91  AS  Tara.  12-1  Nagodeftj.  291  CM  Ale. 

3.30  LEVY  BOARD  IIAIDBI  NATIONAL  HUNT  FUT 
RACE  (£1.487: 2m)  (14) 

4-11-7 - RJotnoa®  - 

7 - UctaelHuM0  - 

Site  4-11-7.  R  WHnaon  (7j  - 

911-7 - SKnoa(7)  - 

1-7 - MrAHaney  - 

_ MrEJanes  - 

1-7 - M  Lara  (7)  - 

n  4-11-7 _ - 

-7 - PMcLaOBWl  - 

n-7 - QBnmnstf)  - 

IH0  911-7  -_00UmFUL  - 

Si  911-2 - UrKBudry  - 

_ —  B  Hotel  PI  - 

1-2 - UHJWntnU{7)  - 

5-2  Lfcaw<»,  3-1  Crap,  7-2  9  Ueflor  Ww.  91  Hary  »n.  91  En(*anc 


r; 

THUNDERER 

12.10  Cyrus  The  Great  12.40  Captain  Marmalade. 
I.IDBaffleship  Bruoe.  1 .40  Hunyup,  2.10  Dr  Rocket 
2.40  Artie  Wings.  3.10  Can  Can  Charlie. 

Our  Nawmarket  Correspondent  12.10  Westminster. 

1.10  BATTLESHIP  BRUCE  (nap).  1-40  Meneree. 

GOING:  GOOD  (7AM  INSPECTION) _ SB 

12.10  EASTERN  DAILY  PRESS  JUVENILE 
NOVICES  HURDLE  (Dtv  I:  £2,545: 2m)  (9  runners) 

PH**m  11-10 - M  Foster 

*1912 - RSupk 

*1912 _ 8  Dmncdy 

’ - JFTUsy 

1*1912 - LAjpeSp) 

riw  1912 - EMipity 

1912— - DWMbm 

h12 - 0MUA® 

1912 - DBabgtar 

94  Preebee.  Hnu,  3-1  Ktao  01  Babyte.  Mette  Express,  91  Cpusltaata*. 
191  BMM*  Buy.  Good  So  Fa.  Htesmser.  20-1  owe. 


1  .40  STEPHENSON  SMART  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3.953: 3m  110yd)  (B) 

1  PW>  MATT  RED  5JD.6J}  J  L«h  11-126 - SMcNeS 

2  2581  HWfTftlP  B  (rffl  R  Dteten  9116  ffieQ - RDanmody 

3  1/ZP  RAGLAN  ROM)  iD  JFAS]  Mfcs  A  EnUiaB  f  1-194-  JRyat 

4  546  UANB1B  20  EJ AS)  N  CaLapfai  910-4 _ iFTBey 

5  421-  SPROWSTON  BOY  2S3  (COJAS)  M  Ohopnan  12-10-0 

WWorittiglon 

G  4442  1O0RYA*rma*24(F£lPCtete91IMJ _ Bffldon® 

2-1  tew  7-2  team  91  SpDHfco  Bpy.  91  M«  Rett  WdaiyAntom.  7-1 


2.1 0  L LHHTH  MaWRlAL  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3,963: 2m  110yd)  (4) 


1  3432  OR  ROCKET  5  fflvFjGLS)  R  OieUn  1911-12 - DHntti 

3  0225  DRMN6  F0RCE7  (B.Cfaj^S)  Iks  U  UcCout 911-9 

JFWw 

3  ZIP-  RAIHKAH  290  (DA  DUcCati  91910 _ DMtCttl 

4  W0  PUSEYSnOTBWIJfliBoteyHW - llamoct 

Em  IP  RaeU,  5-4  DrMng  Fores,  7-i  tedun,  91  Pusay  Steel  Bay. 

2.40  COTTESIIORE  MARES  ONLY  NOVICES 
CHASE  (£3.338: 2m  5#  710yd)  (4) 

1  3P-  AQARE  0USI 392  Us 0  Ittel 7-116 - JFTBay 

2  122-  AFmC WHGS189 (F.S,S) 0 Bnnw 7-11-0 - MBnun 

3  404’  LTPCHERE 25 (F^ 7 Qamenl  19116 - JRyu 

4  MP  PR0E  HATCH  8  ®  JTisk  9116 - BUcMeB 

46  Aide  Who*.  91  Pitta  itteb.  7-2  Adan  fluon,  91  LYndwe. 

3-1 0  FAKEHKAM  RACECOURSE  CARAVAN  SITE 
HANDICAP  HURDU  (£3,363: 2m  «)  (B) 

1  1330  STAR  OF  DAMP  10  (6)  Wtes  A  Ehttfcog  7-126 _ JRyan 

2  5111  CAW  CAH  CHASUE 14  (PJF.6)  J  Pwraa  911-11  -  LftspelfS) 

3  509  fiOfnHRAJMJC.mO  Brawn  911-10 - Utaamn 

*  226  51RAKHT  IMS)  15  (CJIAS)?  ttte  9)16.  B  fetal  (5) 

5  090  PVHAW '  J 

s  D93  warn 

7  3302  BRITAIN 

8  3045  BJ.TB6 
7-4  Can  Or  OartVs,  11-4  Mean*  tea,  4-1  Brtate  Ute  7-1  9te  Ot  David. 
191  SBsfoM  Laced,  12-1  Ganaen,  14-1  Mbn. 

I  COURSE  SPECIALISTS  I 


91  CpusTtiata*. 


8 
7 

B 

9  0 

10 

11  90 

12  6 

13  P 

14  6 
92  Ubenartn.  3-1  (WtaflCiap.  7-2 
Brani.  14-1  Operesa  £-1  boos. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 

TRAINERS:  M  H  Eastal*,  4  man  Iran  15  rams.  K.TV  K 
STta  29.  24.1*  Ms  M  Bereley.  B  hw  35.  22J%  0 
Arnold.  6  Irani  73.  212%;  D  MdabeP,  10  tan  55. 152*  M 
Pi»,  5  tare  33. 152*  J  Mtado.  G  tan  41. 14.W 


Bay.  6  tan  47,  l&K 


12.40  GB  PRINT  SELLING  HANDICAP  HURDU 

(£2,707: 2m)  (13) 

1  1)6  FAR  OUT  20  ftfJUvS)  0  tenran  912-0. - H  toman 

2  904  IWCE 2 (VWaJJeotas 7-11-12 _ JFTBay 

3  4146  OJ^AMUra4pat4(D^iaenra<4-11-:0 _  N  liana 

4  122F  LUCY  TUFIY 19  IBFJBIJPmt  4-116 _  LAspdffl 

5  364  HUROf  JACKS  2  (BHD  WBrai  911-2 - B  fetal  S 

6  0522  SAU5CWS  7  ID. G£)  John  Wrts  S-I0-U - CRrafrl 

7  626  CAPTAIN IMUMLAPC 14  (BE)  0 Then  91910 —  SIMMS 

8  P09  UJFIY 0EH) 234  (051  WUusot 9106 - -  SKaUtav 

9  P02-  BS1ALD  VENTURE  1B2  (D/.6)  F  Cetti  91 98.  K  ta*  (3) 

10  3750  D0UAJN  U  (B.D.SJ  R  Mozair  M9? - DGafetfw 

11  PPM  WOHDY3  WAR  20  L  YTanSnfltwi  4-190 - —  R  fend 

12  0PW  BUZZAJV&  CREST  744F  BoD  Janes  19190 - VSnth 

13  P60  VAUANT  MAN  17  Ms  J  Barn  4-106 _ STiyto  (7) 

4-1  Hero.  9Z  Lucy  Tiiy.  91  Pad  t#  Jacte,  11-2  Fte  DuL  7-1  Saftsnog.  91 
Eflwakt  feane.  19i  Quiei  Anusamal  12-1  Mac 

t  .1 0  EASTERN  DAILY  PRESS  JlWBflU  NOVICES 
HURDU  (Div  II:  £2,545: 2m)  (9) 

1  BATTIESHP 0RUCE 41F N  CSBagin  1912 - JFTUsy 

2  DANCE  MBS  77F  R  tarii  1912- - hu^tnody 

3  HBTS  STAR  70F  U  TonpUn  1912 - D&tegSrcr 

4  2  EOUlwyM  48  Bob  Ana  1912 - V&Mh 

5  HUALAYAN  BLUE  37F  J  Barts  1912 - S  Kd0*y 

6  U4  KREEF  14  R  Carls  1912 - 0  Marts, 

7  OUT  (HI  A  PR0MSC  40F  N  VMv  1912 - JFMBBn 

5  VHffit UMA 70F  D  Artntan  1912 - SIMMS 

9  54  LAST SPW  7  J  Jartts  197 _ RSuppte 

92  In  Spin  9i  Ota  On  A  Praita.  91  Mketie  Brora.  Grttayn.  7-1  EdeTs 
Stti,  191  Dm  mg,  Hmateyan  Bin,  14-1  rtws 


PROSPECTS  for  today’s  cards  at  Taunton  and 
Nottingham  are  good  but  there  will  be  a 
morning  inspection  at  Fakenham.  A  spokes¬ 
man  said  yesterday:  “The  situation  deteriorat¬ 
ed  at  3pm  and,  in  view  of  the  overnight  forecast 


Iran  21. 28.8%;  M  Tprartnis.  5  bam  24, 20.B*  J  Jwldns.  7  bom  34, 
20.6%;  Iks  D  Hail*.  4  tan  22, 192*  Only  cyadfras. 

JOCKEYS:  H  Bream.  B  wtasrs  Iran  33  ivta.  24J*  R  Faran,  3 
from  16.  IBS*  J  Ryn  4  tan  31. 129%.  Only  qrafifteis. 


Blinkered  first  time 


0  Gataghar 


FAKENHAM;  1210  E 
1 30  The  Bud  Club  Ti 
Dunkay  Beacon. 


f.  NOTTINGHAM;  TOO  AcquBtaL 
aao  New  Trite,  Soul  Trader.  1.20 


for  snow  to  settle  and  accumulate,  the  stewards 
decided  to  bold  an  inspection.*'  There  are  at 
present  no  problems  at  Doncaster  for  tomor¬ 
row’s  meeting,  the  first  day  of  a  two-day 
weekend  fixture,  although  snow  is  forecast 


Leicester 

Going;  good  id  firm  fcnasfl  couse),  good 
to  soft  (hurdles)  __ 

SPASSSJEK® 

atssatiaM'S^ 

Jchreiy  (su).  75  No  f 

BgBJfcfjSfeSj 

£7.90;  EaaO.  £2J20.  E4S0.  OF.  ds*0- 


R/VCEI - 

its  ssRV^ce 


Trio;  £3250.  CSF:  .  E33.48  Tteast 
£303.42. 

SMTB U8SS«SS 

Eiaoo:  E2.ia  £2.40.  Df:  £6150.  CSF. 
£5020. 

200  pm  efi) 

McC ot.  7 ;  2. 

T60vw 'fee  SK0m_W«! 
Spawn  S0W7  tprt 

^  ail  41 11M  CW^LH^ra 

dam-  io  Same  Dfltaence  (Srt.  20 

awlsfsrfsjp* 

*00  cam  ncte)  J.  SUPREME  LADY JJ  F 


100  Kudos  Prfncass.  Yengama.  15  ran.  41. 
U  lOf.  1  ML  5L  Mias  H  fVMit  at  Wrea»e. 
Tata:  BS-lO;  £1.80,  ffiflO.  £150.  Oft 
Ciaao.  -Mo:  £4240.  CSF;  £15*. 

&3Q  Cm  tide)  1.  FAIR  AMO  FANCY  (R 
Gumi  5-1);  2.  Banana  Cm  {J  Ladder, 
7-1);  3.  Orica  More  For  Luck  IP  Nten, 
1M0  fan).  ALSO  HAN:  7  Shared  GoU 
(45H1. 8  Haahar.  14  Ry  By  North  (Sh).  20 
Mteb-  Murphy  (6ft),  53  Mecado.  My 
Uvterara.  9  ran.  1  ML  3>U  4L  2)H  4L  Mss 
M  AAScran  at  Mdcflrtiam.  To»  £440; 
£1-4O£1.a0,  £1.10.  DFr  £2590  Trio: 
£12.10  CSF.  £37S0.  Tries*  £5866 
Ftaoapot  £75L2n  Quadpoe  £4.40. 

Sedgefield 

Going:  good,  good  to  ten  in  places 
12S0  f2m  51 1 10yd  1*Sb)  1.  MAGSIAD  |A 
Roche.  8-15  ta^l:  2,  WhffliSdyousay  (G 
Lte  12-1):  3.  Ron  On  Ttefttm  iM  Dwyer. 
10-11.  ALSO  RAN:  10  HfaNand  Way  (4ft). 


M®i*ra  In  May  (5ft).  Tough  Tael  (4ftL  8 
ran.  ML  20L  <fct  1L  Mrs  M  Ftewaiey  ai 
Stfftum.  Tote:  El  40;  £1.10.  £2.40.  OF: 
E2J0.  CSF:  £5  40- 

1  JO  Bm  3t  ch)  1,  RUSSIAN  CASTLE  (K 


10.1)  ALSO  r-i!  rnasui,  a 
Ste  FM  (5ft),  7  CBflte  Ce**.  20 

sSWSi  fe  ta*.  ^  Wi 
Gto  33  Bomte  Quick  Quote 

(4ft).  50  Booiavogue,  68  Buzzards  Hal 


Rascaiy  (cr).  12  Miss  lamptaM  |6ft).  16 
Cafipo  Beto.  20  MW  CnaseTS  Cadi  Bcw 
Cpu).  One  More  BO.  Percy  P8  (pu).  33 
KOaftSida  Lad,  Martin  Brook,  Omen 
Ross,  Sayfal  Dancer  (5ft).  15  ran  NFt 
Balusmav  Denys  OeStfiL  9.3, 1W.  2M. 
71  J  J  OWsU  at  Panrift.  Tots:  £1.70: 
£2.70,  £2.60.  El  .10.  DF:  £17.40  Tria 
mm  CSF;  E10.79. 

1J20  Qm  3t  110yd.  hdte)  1.  SOUTH 
WEST&LY  R3  Las,  8-i3!a*.  2.  Uran  V 
(G  CahBL  7-1):  3.  Ctassta  Statement  IS 
Taylor.  91).  ALSO  RAN:  IDT/oodos  (A.  12 


AytosPuy  Lad  PftJ.  Just  Moly  p’n),  33 
More  Joy  (oft).  100  Drown  Fte  (jpu).  8 
ran  ia»3Ll«L9LJ  Wade  riMt 
Tote  £4.70,  £1.10.  £120.  £100.  DF: 
caia  CSF:  £8.78 

220  (2m  II  ch)  1 .  SON9E  (B  Storey, 
29i).  a  Ftert  Of  Reatti  JG  Catrt.  5-lk  3. 
Wab  You  There  (Mr  SSwwrs.  191).  ALSO 
RAN:  94  taw  Precipice  Rir  (ur),  3 
Heattwiaw  (Aft).  6  North  Pride  (5ft).  20 
Jock's  Bun  (Bft).  7  ran.  10L  l»l  6L  31. 
rtst  Mis  S  &arftumo  at  Cuxr.  Tote; 
£18.70.  £4-10.  £3.40.  DF:  E2LS0.  CSF: 
£10482. 

Z50  (2m  a  ch)  1.  JUKE  BOX  BILLY  IB 


Toaster  (4ft).  7  Norabto  Exception  (5ft). 
16  Btazng  Dawn,  26  Rebel  Kku,  33  Bad 
Train  Deee  MarehaK  I6&i).  Potato  Man 
11  ran  B,  451,  sa.  3L  zo.  P  Monsaft  ai 
Rosewea.  TOta.  £4.40;  El  GO.  £2^).  £250. 
DF:  £81.00.  Trio;  £181.70  CSF:  £10272 
Tncaa  E349S&. 

220  (2m  II  110yd  hde)  1.  BUCKLEY 

BOYS  (T  Kert.  11-2);  2  Monks  (J 


Dwyer,  91). 
alter  ffith),  4 
5i*w-A{6lh). 
hK:  General 
LA  Bailey  at 
K  £3.00.  DF: 
£138.74. 

PtacepotESIJXL  Quadpot  £8^0. 

Ungfietd  Park 

Going:  stanrfard 

1240  BO  1,  Half  Tone  (D  BJggs.  5-1);  2 
5*o  Magbil2-l);  a  Krta  ^VCoto»on- 
C 11-4  lav.  8  ran.  NR:  Tommy  Tempest. 
Nk.  mL  R  Flower.  Tots:  £4.60;  030. 
£240.  £130  DF:  £4730.  Trio:  £2830 
CSF:  £54.53.  Hfcast  £10269. 

1.10  0<)  i.  Choaky  Chappy  (P  Passey, 
11-4). 2,  Sharp  bra)  (92Iav):  3.  Lochon 
w-T).  8  ran  toL  3L  D  Chapman  Tow 
£3.10;  E1.7U  Dm  £1.10.  W1:  £330. 
CSF:  23.44.  Tricast  £3238 
1.40  dm  a)  1.  BalynafceQy(r  Ashley.  4-7 
tev.  Ftbhard  Evans's  nap);  2,  Outstayed 
Welcome  (14-1);  3.  Pat's  Sptondouf 
B3-1).  io  ran.  NR:  Broughtons  Forrmte 
AiaR  Atehurat  Tote:  £1.70,  ei.io, 
am.  £3.00.  DF:  £190.  Tno:  £4290.  CSF' 
Eio^a  Trieast:  £14098 
a.1 0  urn  2)  1 .  Landlord  (W  Ntwnes,  7-1); 
2.  AwKOTto  POWW  ft-i);  3,  Sftidto  TWrty 
P-a-toftre Bridge  198 lav  Bran  m 
lUTofler.  Tote  £7.70;  £3.10.  E220200. 
DF;  £10.50.  CSF:  £4451. 


1,  Faith  Alone  (G  Duffiald.  6-1); 
2.  Rowlandsons  Charm  (33-1);  3. 
Balymotw  (7-2)  Mraringo  11-4  far.  14 
ran  NR:  ratultious.  Nk.  2f.  C  WaB  Tote 
£960;  £3.40.  ffl.30,  £210.  OF:  £188.10. 
7710:  £27950  (part  won:  pool  of  £27168 
carted  lowefd  to  1 20  al  Tairton  today). 
CSF:  £179.42 

aiO  (Bf)  1,  Time  Clash  (S  D  WiBams. 
2911;  2.  Gracious  Gretcto  (191);  3, 
Denong  Jack  (191).  Banatatf  5-4  lav.  7 
ran  3L  81.  B  Prtlrw.  Tote  £20.70;  £3.10. 
£4.19  DF:  £188. BO  CSF:  £201.83. 

3A0  fltrt  1.  PltzeBONSi  (R  Lappft,  11-25'. 
2.  Wtawer'B  Hot  (94  M;  3.  Tati* 
pi-IL  11  ran  »«:  LabutW.  1»L  *L  J 
Eyre.  Tote  tB.40;  £2.40.  £120.  £5.19  DF: 
El 360  Tria  £11890.  CSF:  £19.19 
Tricast  £127.10. 

Jackpot:  E55JJ84.20  (020  winning  tk*- 
rts  pool  Of  £62968.17  carried  toward 
to  Taurton  today). 

Ptecapot  ETIi^a  Ouadjvrt;  £1930. 

□Tony  McCqy  was  unseaned 
by  the  favourite,  Jymjam 
Johnny,  after  the  first  100 
yards  of  the  Birch  Handicap 
Hurdle  at  Leicester  yesterday. 
But  he  made  amends  by 
steering  Romany  Creek  to 
victory  two  races  later. 


RACING  43 


THUNDERER 

1250  Norman’s  Convinced  2L20  Fortunes  Course 

1.20  Take  By  Storm  2^0  Visage  . 

1  SO  Fronans  Flutter  a20  NORDIC  VAULEY  (nap) 


113M3  6000  TWES 13  pFF.OS)  (Ito  Q  Robinson)  8  « 12-0. 


- B  West  (7)  08 


Rjcecad  oumbw  St»6girtk*m(F  —  WL  P  — 
puUed  up.  U  —  urasta  /tear.  B  —  Dronfit 
don.  S— stippad  up.  R— rrtmL  0— 
d&UJflnd).  Horai’s  rams.  Days  store  ha 
Mho.  F  ttfct  p—  bfatav  V— dsor.  H— 
hood  £  —  EuMwHd.  C — course  rtsier.  0— 
dtonre  «tnra.  CO  — onto  awt  Astana 


tenm.  BF— teaton  bmurtta  to  tatet  race). 
6oing  on  «Mft  horsu  ibs  w  (F — ten.  goat  b 
ten,  tent  6— goon  S  —  so#,  good  to  son. 
hesry).  Ohbt  n  hoctets.  Tracer.  Age  ate 
taftt  Rtear  pde  any  anaeanra.  The  Times 
PrMe  Handtrappars  calng. 


GOING:  GOOD 


12.50 


CHARD  SHJLM6  HURDU  (£1.760: 3m  110yd)  (9  runners) 


014446  «WTBBE  15  IMF  J)  (C  RaOO|)  J  HM®  4-116 - A  Pile Cw  98 

0445HW  I^P0»EWia^M(0HBiara|AB««i9tl-1 - 0Sa5r®  - 

442910  SOU.TRA0B1 7  (VJIF.G)  re  Haddngj  N  Badtafie  911-7 - DIMtemtS)  68 

540UP4  ;5KC«G TYA3 2E (R N Tufctavteite; 4-rUl -  CUmOya  90 

24B46  KHB  ACRYUC  19  (Mks 4  fetm)  R Bntewton 4-116 - LHWwy  77 


tau)  R  Bntewkn  4-116 — . — - L  fenny 

BffioMsr* WNaiWng)Uni»9ii6..  DBMgwna 
I WGM  Tom*  5-H6 _ UGratwm 


107  06  PSASU5 15  (V)  (RUM)  WGU Tmw 9116 _ U  GfflBM  (7)  - 

to  earn  tppwq  uate  21  (O  Garnrata)  0  anwfo  9116 _ - 

109  6  TRAPEZE  19  (C  Popfum)  C  fetan  4-116 _ _ _ _  T  Dascontee  (5)  - 

BETTING:  94  Naim's  contend,  7-2  Faring  Tno.  9i  Khg  Acrylic.  7-1  Nw  Trite  H  Soul  Trader.  12-1 
Trapes,  14-i  Atas. 

1B94;  NO  CORRSnMXUI  RACE 


FORM  FOCUS 


te  NoBhrtan)  (3m  110yd.  good  to  ten).  NCBt- 
Mwrsowiwc®  2»*i  w  n  s » p«j&n  vt* 

RI  Ctabnug  nate»  honBs  N  Nentan  AOW  (Sn  3L 

an  son  art  KMG  ACRYUC  am  MRS  olfl 
I  4th  tal  FORCMG  TWO  J8D  mse  aft 
aufled up  tntae 2 out  TRAPEZE 271*1 6Vief  15 In 
Tamanrli  ta  sriUng  nreta  tadte  a  Toncestar  (2m, 


NORWAirS  CONVINCED 


1  .20  STOKE  ST  MARY  NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3,518:  2m  3f)  (12  runners) 


201  SOOOV  COUNTRY  PARSON  57S  (H  Pn to)  j  McConorito  912-0— 

ZD2  D0609U  PAGET  14  (0  (J  Okto)  P  Ifetafc  911-13 _ — 

203  U240Q9  HANGOVER  IBS  (OS)  (R  BM)  R  Ue  9-11-11  — _ 

204  2214DU  FENMKX  9  95)  (A  Peam)  fi  Hoods  911-10 _ 

3)5  “V4f53-F  TAKE  BY  STORM  21  (Mrs  R  Oactartil  R  Bretts  6-116— 

206  2WF43P-  COOLRa  243  (FT  (B  Mstoa)  P  Metals  7-11-7 _ 

207  10060F  WISE  STATBABfl  14  (G)  (M  HurnhY)  G  Bakteg  911-7.... 

206  04PQQ1  OunNGTDN  S  (5)  (Us  S  Bute)  M  Baton  S-n-5  (7e*j- 

209  295225  BARN.  MSS  17  (BF)  (l*s  J  Bared)  C  Paptom  MI-1— 

210  22442P  DUNKERY  BEACONS I  (SI  (E  tensai)  H  few  9i9i2_ 

211  040P2-P  KKAflOa  13  (BF)  (Md  C  tonnty)  J  Wng  910-7 _ 

212  0&0UUP  O0NT  RBE  ME  10  011  Chudtas)  M  Ctuiltts  9106 _ 


212  05-0UUP  DONT  RISE  ME  10  (M  Chudtas)  M  CtiitlKs  9106 _ 

Long  Mfcap:  Orel  ftp  Us  91ft 

ffinWG:  94ttatogta.  5-1  fejft  91  Tate  By  Stan.  91  feWCt  Cortta  191 
12-1  oOm 

1994:  KBRST  7-116  S  MdWK  (4-i|  L  COM  5  ai 

FORM  FOCUS 


26 - R  Bftsmy  - 

_ A  P  McCoy  - 

- R  Gretne  94 

_ T  DpsconteB  p)  08 

16 -  B  PDwtf  92 

-  Guy  Lento  (3)  80 

7 _ J  Frost  - 

(7e4 - P  feta  84 

-1 - M  A  Rmerrid  05 

_  Ur  R  Thontai  (7)  % 

. .  6  Uptte  ffi 

-  W  Ucfarteto  - 


Hwom.  Wse  SUbubi 


FENWICK  but  recta  efal  4KI  40i  of  15  to 
UElUu  Otn  In  nomre  bondop  ri«t  at  Eon?  (2m 
111  10yd,  goad  to  ten).  TAKE  BY  STORM  3U 1 3rd 
ot  4  to  Ur  Genraotogy  to  naria  dn  here  (ter 
UOyd.  tad)  m  aenintiata  stnt 
MS:  5TATEIBIT281 6ft  ol  8  to  Mr  Woodkrt  in 
tatekap  iudu  at  Enter  (tei  3.  good  to  ten)  on 
penuttiBle  start  OURRnsttH  tad  Cotonel  Cofi 
101  to  10-rusKT  norite  Imtop  Otoe  M  FonkreA 


(2m  2L  soft.  OVtAL  I8SS  6)  ted  to  Gospel  in  9 
nsnffl  reMcB  risen  to  VAnctaon  Gin.  good  to 
ten)  an pentanar  start.  DUMCBIYBEMW1 141 
2nd  at  0  la  Man  Mood  tom  arreteus  taantear 
erase  at  Hanfcnf  (2m  3t  good  la  soft,  mumo 
71  2nd  ol  6  to  Stormy  Psta  ti  nevto  rinse  ai 
Htangdm  (tei  41 1 10yd.  good  to  ten)  on  perutt- 
rn*  start. 

SetoCtkir  DURRWGKW 


1.50  HENDIP  PLYWOOD  KQVMXS  HURDU 

(£3,648:  2m  If)  (14  runnels) 

301  602915  letLMS  DREAM  40  (COJ)  (W  Writ)  0  Stermte  911-7 _ M  Rtatads  01 

302  04  CHU  HEIGHTS  7  (V)  (B  Aflactancod)  &  Baking  9116 _ B  Utad  78 

303  SONY  BLAZE  49F  (le  Ctub  Raring]  c  WBdnrin  4-116 _ A  Tory  - 

304  2  ETTSAAT  28  (fend  ThoreugNnd  HWlUr  4-M6 _ B  PMrt  K 

305  11Y246-  HMANS  FUiTTGR  271  (S)  (P  WrioW)  0  Bamtt  7-116 _ A  Pnrriw  (3)  ffi 

306  FIRST  CLASS  (G  Atertf)  6  Atad  9116 _ fi  Grew  - 

307  ROAR  STREET  60f  (BATS)  C  Mm  5-116 _ A  P  McCoy  - 

306  0-  GARMfli  239  (Ptonw  Hen-Tnasnem)  N  Kencfenan  9116...  M  A  fevsrtt  - 

309  LUCKY  mi  p  Shan)  P  fetus  4-116 _ C  Manta  - 

310  MONESCTR  125F  (P  fenny)  M  P*»  4-116 _ D  Brtdgwatt  - 

ill  MT  RUKDLE  (Mrs  H  CteM  K  BaAsy  9116 _ C  Unrtyn  - 

312  P  RABBOW  ROAD  3  (405200  Racing)  M  (fee  4-116 _ J  Liner  - 

313  SHOW  FAITH  47F  0  MM  R  Hamor  9H6  _ _ _  B  UcCoto  - 

314  46  StfllT  6UNS  22  (lord  Orton)  C  Egnon  9H6 _ J  A  McCartoy  - 

BBTTNfi:  2-1  Snov  Faito.  9'  Mefes  Dream.  9)  ftorare  Run*.  9  t  Moneoheft,  191 M  Anls.  BMta.  14- 

1  Fife  semi,  191  enfes. 

1994:  CHSIYL'S  (AD  4-1912  M  Rsgnid  (11-10  tote  N  Heawson  11  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


MERLKS  DFSAM  teri  Sparta's  Hose  71  to  10- 
runr  oovier  Itnfle  onr  mm  and  rfisten 
(good  to  tert  tn  patebreate  start  CHOJ  HB6HTS 
&  48i  ol  12  to  Tdneta  to  novice  Junto  at  Windsor 
Km.  gout  to  soft.  E7H8AA7  3MI  2nd  di  7  to 
Trade  Wind  si  nortes  hunfle  over  coikz  art  rfs- 
Qnca  (good  to  tom).  ROMANS  FLUTTER  261 4di  td 


9  to  Batert  to  (pade  II  Dovecote  NMcts  Hredto  ai 

Kama  cr  (2m.  heavy)  on  uBnuHratu  saa 
BARNWM  19  90)0121  to  arofflem  teuname  n 
NH  Rai  race  a  Woraaa  Bm.  good)  SLB4T 
BUB  14)40101 24  to  Andante  toNHRal  racete 
Nortury  (2n)  110m  good). 

Selection:  Mffitjis  WEAM  (rap) 


2.20  GAY  SHEPPARD  MEMORIAL  CHALLENGE  TROPHY  HANDICAP 
HURDU  (£3.566;  3m  ITpyd)  (11  ruinas) 


211V0P  HAPPY  HORSE  15  JDJASD  0  ManritoJ)  R  fefets  911-13.  T 

12P-316  JAOOH  15  (C/AS)  ID  feata)  C  WUnai  7-11-12 _ 

23)297  FCRIUe  COURSE  75  (D^S)  (MR  A  fereft  J  Ktog  911-12.. 
W495  RRBL  BLAND  14  (CA  (Turin  fete)  Parterre)  J  Old  7-1MI_ 


405  010061  LEAD  VDCAU5T  47  (G.S)  (A  PBfl)  R  few  911-3- _ D  D'SUfcac  92 

W  2112A*  COOL  CLOWN  15  (GJS)  (Ms  P  Brawns)  M  Pipe  9116 _ 0  BrktoMtff  - 

407  I2QMF  STORM  DRUM  15  JAFAS)  (Mrs  S  ferguswn)  *  Brtny  9116.  A  Ttanon  - 

408  135903  ROYAL  PKR  15  ®_(A  Dreteftn)  •*»  J  RertreB-Banw  6-1M _ A  Tow  94 

409  61-2416  TOJR  LEADER  13  (COE)  (P  Jones)  R  Bucfe  911-1  _ _ B  Pored  84 

410  9R33PP  SraOM-  ACCOUNT  12  (CDJEE)  (T  feted  C  tewM  9116-  A  P  McCoy  90 

411  TOtKUP-  OOSl  IBB  (CO  AS)  £1  ferenar)  J  femur  MO-2 —  Mka  E  J  taSp)  @ 

BETTI®  76  Fononas  Crene.  4-1  Laid  MxatW.  91  (tort  Ptoer.  91  Jatedh.  91  Hwr  Mod.  191  Tdu 
Leader.  Stern  Diun.  12-1  com 

1994: LAHSDOWNE 919126  Tomey  («-i  few)  G  Ham  16  ran 

_ FORM  FOCUS _ 

of  a  to  Meter  01  die  Rock  to  temfleap  Ionite  ■ 
fete  Risen  (3m.  good  to  soft  on  penddmrie 
AI  TOYAL  PIPER  131  M  ol  TO  to  Kara  In 
iranscap  teidte  a  Chepstow  (3m.  saft  rett 
JADOH  (5ft  «ra  Oft  33«(  «  aid  COOL 


edges  911-13.  T  Duaotoa  Bj  - 

7-11-12 - 0  Stater  ft)  80 

ft  J  Ktofl  911-12 - 6  Upton  88 

I  J  OU  7-ii-it —  T  Gradtrem  90 

HI-9 - D  (TSUteac  92 

ipe  9116 - DBrittyntte  - 


firtfc  over  rouse  and  rfistoora  (good  to  ten]  on 

nenuffirete  an 

Sebdkir  R3RTUUES  COURSE 


2.50  DUMSTER  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3,516:  3m)  (11  nnteis) 

5ft  51922P  DESStT  RUN  25 


5ft  51922P  DESBTT  RUN  25 

502  4T/FT3-4  VtSASA  2S 

503  91222-4  POWDER  B 

504  3F6F55  SCOTONI  14  f  JBJU 

505  0UP1U3  CEHTAW  ANGLE  2D 

506  4P12B3I  KffSCABCE  576 

507  W41IA5  AUCE  SMITH  10  (D 

508  S6182U  GPEEH  WALK  17  ~ 

509  OPU-PPD  GABSH  0 


A  P  McCoy 


I®*4 


ft 
90 

C  Maude  98 
MRttwb  - 
W  Mefetand  BO 
DLTSrihM  91 
Mr  R  Thandnn  (7)  - 

'B? 


(Reyaolds  Frerty)  P  Utah  7-190 
Hedtertusl  N  TwfetoMtoriss  911-12 

_  28  (COJF.FJ!)  (D  Kirtad)  R  Hodges  19116  T  Dtasataw 

504  3F6F55  SCOTONI  14  ff^l  (DSD  ferttad  R  CTSafltW  4114 _ 

505  0UF1U3  CfflTAM  ANGLE  2D  ff  Aft  fPMnrm  wndtate)  P  Hgbhs  911-3 
VJlA  ft  Sons  Mrc  L  RUn£  91913, 

B  Bm  91912 
•  9106 

— —  „  —..—.i  B  Scrtas  19106. 

510  RPePOP-  TEARFUL  PtME  225  ft  WtariD  C  UtofeB  11-190 

511  3WP66  ARUSHA  6  (M  Gntt)  M  Grflto  9790 _ 

Long  irenricap:  BaUto  92.  TereU  Prtore  911.  Apreeciito  9& 

BETUNG:  94  Ytage.  91  Ctatetn  Arete.  91  Desert  fen,  DwpmttUs,  9l  ScotonL  Powder  Bor.  ADce  Snath. 
IM  rtwr 

1304:  CRffifi  BORffll  7-11-7  C  Maude  (92)  P  Haute  8  ire. 

FORM  FOCUS 

nddteam  (good).  CSTTAW  ANGLE  Iwa  recta 
efcrl  fata  Cool  tom*  il  to  i9nmer  nonce 
hwtap  chase  a  E*w  (2m  a  ll^d.  good  to 
5nftTD^BffiAai£  Wl  3n)  ri  11  to  Sqrin  An 
In  ROrice  dose  te  Cteflao*  pm.  good  to  ten) 
May  IBM.  GRffll  WOKfaaa  recent  tekst  111  3rd 


te  9  to  K  (Ts  Denca  h  amaltas  hrexBop  riase  a 

teS2Tvg«A' n0yIL  Vait0bmi- 


3*20  BtCKNOLLER  HANDICAP  HURDU 

'(£2,556;  2m  10  (6  mnnefs) 


GDI  413112  NOROIC  VALLEY  12 

602  130104-  DC  CMJHME  258 

603  101626  BOLD  ACRE  S 

604  01F33S  HAVE  A  WSKTCAP 

EOS  £40013-  FLEUR  DE  TAL  7F 

«K  JM  SPORTS  WHY  14  _ 

BETTMG:  2-1  The  Cteranie.  92  feric  VSfley,  91  fee  A  Mtfihrep.  91  FtowDe  IaL  Spots  Vfe.  7-1  BoU 

Atn. 

1804:  HO  CORR£SPQNDMG  RACE 


M  Houre)  M  (fee  4-11-10  D  Bridgwater  98 
a  Patare)  S  feting  Ml4  A PMcCoy  9B 

I  D  BucfaeO  5-11-6. _ 0  J  Batten  ft 

I  Utewden  9116 - U  Wetarts  94 

W  6  M  Tins  4-1913.  T  Monty  PI  J8 
Hoflga  9)95—. — - i  tons  @ 


FORM  FOCUS 


NCfiBC  VALLEY  styrt-tead  2nd  of  6  tn  Viantol  »i 
iMMQUJk  worn  41 4ft  a  14  to  omnk  i«  ud 

Ariom  te  ewatonores  nanctcty  tante  at  Cheten- 


tan  (2m  iiDyd.  good  lost*).  HAVE  A  MGHTCAP 
ill  Iasi  of  3  to  Moa  Eqote  ta  ration  tadte  a 

Wtacantan  (^  firm)  n  penulbmate  start  FIBA 

OE  TAL  4/  3rn  ol  6  to  Fatutois  Prtecaa  in 
hreticap  hurfie  wer  raise  read  defiance  (hard). 
Station:  NORDIC  VALLEY 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


trainers 

N  Babbage 
J  DU 
tfMHr 
J  Ktog 
C  fowl® 
MFte 


fires 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Wtoners 

fisdre 

% 

8 

37S 

J  Lower 

7 

28 

254) 

15 

33  3 

M  (triads 

9 

3? 

243 

9 

33.3 

G  tJcCam 

5 

23 

21.7 

10 

27* 

JRKavriteft 

0 

23 

2SL7 

11 

27J 

A  P  McCoy 

5 

S 

20.0 

1« 

24.7 

DffSfltan 

3 

19 

153 

Harding  eyes  championship 

BRIAN  HARDING  recorded  his  fourteenth  winner  of  the 
season  on  Juke  Box  BUIy,  trained  by  Peter  Monteith,  in  the 
Hope  Inn  Handicap  Chase  at  Sedgefidd  yesterday.  He  is  now 
only  one  behind  Glenn  Tonney  in  the  race  for  the  conditional 
jockeys'  championship. 


/ 
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Question  time  for  chairman  as  Stamford  Bridge  rivals  come  face  to  face 


Forest  savour 


v*.vu MV/11  tJJLllV  iv/X  ^  m  — -  —  —  — -  -  -  »  - ~  • ™  w 

Bates  and  Harding  make  their  pitch  t 


Alyson  Rudd  on  the 


need  for  compromise 


between  the  feuding 


parties  at  today’s 


boardroom  meeting 


There  are  bears  with  sore 
beads  and  then  there  is 
Ken  Bates  recovering 
from  pneumonia.  Today,  after 
weeks  of  well-publicised  snip¬ 
ing  from  a  distance.  Bates 
entertains  his  would-be  suc¬ 
cessor  to  the  chair  of  Chelsea 
Football  C3ub. 

Matthew  Harding.  41,  will 
be  attending  a  boardroom 
meeting  at  Stamford  Bridge 
and  faring  an  irate  Bates  for 
the  first  time  since  their  rela¬ 
tionship  soured  L.  the  print 
that  Bales  banned  Harding 
from  the  Chelsea  directors' 
bos  and  players’  lounge. 

Bates'S  recent  illness  has 
kept  him  away  from  the 
ground  where  Handing  has 
been  flouting  the  ban  by 
sidling  past  security  guards  to 
meet  Glenn  Hoddle,  the  team 


manager. 

A  big  sloppy  bear-hug  from 
Bates  is  out  of  the  question 
even  if  Harding  does  play 
down  the  antagonism.  “I've 
not  had  a  chance  to  talk  much 
to  Ken  lately  so  I'm  looking 
forward  to  seeing  him  on 
Thursday."  he  said. 

If  Chelsea  are  10  pummel 
their  way  out  of  the  cloud  of 
mediocrity  that  has  enveloped 
the  dub  for  the  past  20  years 
then  Bates,  63,  will  have  to 
force  himself  to  look  forward 
to  seeing  Harding,  who,  as 
chairman  of  the  Benfield  Rein¬ 
surance  Group,  is  worth  more 
than  £120  million  and  appears 
to  like  nothing  more  than 
lavishing  gifts  on  the  dub  he 
has  supported  since  he  was 
eight 

Since  October  1993,  when  at 
Bates’s  invitation  he  joined  the 
Chelsea  board.  Harding  has 
spent  £16-5  million  on  the 
ground  freehold,  put  £5  mil¬ 
lion  towards  the  new  North 
Stand  and  added  £3.5  million 
to  the  pot  for  new  players. 

Now.  however.  Bates  has 
said  Harding  is  stingy  and 
criticised  him  for  failing  to 
spell  out  how  much  more  cash 
he  will  inject  into  the  dub. 

Two  incidents  are  at  the  root 
of  the  impasse.  By  purchasing 
the  ground  freehold  outright 
in  April,  Harding  effectively 
grabbed  the  “saviour"  tag 


By  Rob  Hughes.  pcKn^AiimRRESPONDENT^ 


The  struggle  for  control  of  Chelsea  between  Bates,  left,  and  Harding  comes  to  a  head  in  a  boardroom  meeting  at  Stamford  Bridge  today 


from  under  Bates’s  nose.  Bates 
had  saved  Stamford  Bridge 
from  property  developers  but 
only  <xi  a  short-term  basis. 
Harding  made  sure  of  it 

Then,  on  November  2,  Har¬ 
ding  wrote  to  Bates  stating 
that  he  wanted  to  resign  from 
the  board  of  Chelsea  Village, 
the  chib’s  holding  company. 
Harding  insisted  his  reasons 
have  to  remain  a  private 
matter  between  him  and  Bates 
but  his  decision  inevitably  led 
to  speculation  as  to  how 
Chelsea  Village  is  run. 

Chelsea  Village  placed  Chel¬ 
sea  Football  and  Athletic  Dub 
(CFAQ  into  receivership  in 
1993.  Bates  owns  29  per  cent  of 
die  Village  but  controls  the 
remaining  shares  through  an 
anonymous  consortium.  Bates 
jealously  guards  the  identity  of 
die  members  of  his  consor¬ 
tium.  The  holdings  are  based 
in  off-shore  companies  in  the 
British  Virgm  Islands.  Hong 
Kong  and  Guernsey.  Mystery 


breeds  suspicion.  There  has 
been  a  newspaper  report  slat¬ 
ing  that  a  former  arms  dealer 
owns  a  sizeable  chunk  of  the 
shares.  People  wonder  why 
Bales  is  so  secretive. 

Chelsea  Village  is  Bates's 


present  eleventh  in  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership. 

Specifically.  Bates  is  being 
asked  if  Chelsea  Village  wants 
to  place  a  ceiling  on  transfer 
fees,  to  sell  players  to  finance 
the  hotel,  luxury  apartments 


"Harding  scored' 
innumerable 
publicity  points 
by  laughing 
off  his  ban’ 


vehicle  for  turning  Stamford 
Bridge  into  a  leisure  complex. 
On tiie  agenda  of  die  board 
meeting  today  are  questions 
about  whether  that  complex  is 
bring  given  a  higher  priority 
than  the  football  team,  at 


and  leisure  facilities  and  gen¬ 
erally  to  control  the  football 
dub's  spending  and  wage 
structure. 

The  agenda  of  such  meet¬ 
ings  is  not  normally  released 
and  Harding  stressed  he  was 


not  the  source  of  the  leak. 
Indeed,  Harding  has  conduct¬ 
ed  himself  in  exemplary  fash¬ 
ion  throughout  the  squabble. 
He  has  scored  innumerable 
publicity  points  by  laughing 
off  his  ban  from  the  directors' 
box  and  by  drinking  with 
supporters  before  matches. 

Having  discovered  an  ar¬ 
dent  Chelsea  supporter  was 
among  Britain's  leading  100 
earners.  Bates  wooed  Harding 
and  the  general  understand¬ 
ing  was  that  Harding  was 
Cnelsea's  chairman-in- 
waiting. 

Harding,  it  seems,  is  not 
keen  to  hang  around  too  long, 
and  with  his  intoxicating  mix¬ 
ture  of  wealth  and  man-of-the- 
people  attitude,  has  won  over 
the  Chelsea  Independent  Sup¬ 
porters’  Association  and  most 
of  the  tabloid  press. 

He  does  not  say  he  should 
replace  Bates  tan  speaks  eu¬ 
phemistically.  “I  am  not  doing 
this  for  me.  It  is  imperative 


Chelsea  Football  Dub  grasp 
what  opportunities  it  gets  with 
both  hands,"  he  said 

That  opportunity  is  his 
money,  but  Harding’S  resigna¬ 
tion  from  the  Chelsea  Village 
board  underlined  that  the  man 
who  made  his  fortune  from 
taking  on  other  peopled  risks 
will  not  continue  to  underwrite 
the  dub  unless  Bates  is  more 
open  about  his  plan  and  the 
nature  of  his  consortium,  or  is 
wining  to  sell  up.  So  far 
Bates  has  scoffed  at  such 
notions. 

Rates  cannot  be  ousted  fay 
popular  demand,  and  esti¬ 
mates  of  what  it  would  cost 
Harding  to  buy  Bates  out,  if 
that  is  the  route  the  present 
diairman  chooses,  have  been 
put  at  £50  million.  A  dash  of 
egos  on  the  pitch  ruins  the 
game,  a  dash  of  egos  among 
directors  can  ruin  a  dub.  The 
boardroom  meeting  today 
needs  to  serve  up  some 
compromises. 


BY  TWICE  crushing  the 
grape.  NottinghamForest  can 
jiow  savuig 

UefaSip  comes  around  again 
in  the  early  spring.  On  Tues¬ 
day  night,  in  freezing  Lyons, 
they  squeezed  out  the  French 

chib.justastheyhadAuxerre 
in  the  previous  .round,  fay 
manfully  defending  a  solitary 
goal  from  the  first  leg. 

Frank  Dark,  their  manager 
for  just  over  two  seasons, 
during  which  they  havetast 
only  19  times  in  .106  games, 
said:  “Well  take  a  place  in  me 
quarter-finals  any  .  way  it 
cranes  but  you  always  hope 
yon  can  do  it  with  a  bit  more 
style." 


bflity.  one  of  the  Continent's 
stylists  when  the  draw  is  made . 
in  Geneva  tomorrow.  Barcelo¬ 
na,  rebuilt  now  that  Romero 
and  Stokhkov  are  gone;  are 
also  through  to  the  last  eight 
So  are  FSV  Eindhoven,  AS 
Roma  and  Bayern  Munich.  JBy 
tonight,  ft  is  likely  that  AC 
Milan,  two  goals  up  from  the 
first  leg  away  to  Sparta 
Prague,  will  also  be  among 
the  elite  that  await  Forest  in 
the  draw. 

It  is  possible,  however,  that 
Forest  will  be  asked  to  contin¬ 
ue  trying  to  acquife  a  taste  for 
success  in  vinous  country. 
Bordeaux  last  night  eliminat¬ 
ed  Real  Beds  3-2  on  aggregate; 
losing  2-1  in  Spain,  after  win¬ 
ning  the  first  leg  20.  Another 
probable  french  team  in  the 
last  right  is  Lens,  who  tonight 
try  to  capitalise  on  their  first- 
leg  goalless  draw  sway  to 
Slavia  Prague. 

Whatever  awaits  Fbrest.  no 
one  can  doubt  their  defensive 
resilience.  A  French  critic  sug¬ 
gested  that  they  did  not  play  in 
Lyons,  they  merely  stood,  in 
the  trenches.  Flair  enough. 
Monsieur,  but  they  stopped 
Lyons  from  scoring.  That  was 
all  that  was  necessary  and, 
when  a  nation  is  stripped  as 
near  naked  of  European  es¬ 
teem  as  tbe  British,  there  must 
be  some  gratitude  for  the 
powers  of  concentration  and 
stubbornness  that  Forest 
maintained. 

That  same  stubbornness 
was,  after  all  die  quality  cm 
which  Michael  Atherton  this 
week  built  one  of  the-greal  . 
Test  inning,  his  185  not  out  in 


South  Africa.  If  we  land  flat, 
then  we  must  be  Cardiff  not  to 
denigrate  it  on  the  footbaB 
field.  .  -  - 

"We  fight  far-each  other," 
StewrChetfle;  one  of  those  ' 
Rarest  defenders,  said- an  the 
hcsneboundplant*'Iftbeen 
bred  into  us  since  weearae  to 
the  dub  —  we  follow  the 
bulldog  spirit  of  die  skipper 
[StuartPtarce}."  .- 

'Alas,  Chettie’s  centre-back 
partner.  GajEfa  Cooper,  was 
iiufisriitifaed  enough  -to  re¬ 
ceive  a  second  yeSow  card  in 
consecutive  games  and.  woe 
betide  Rarest  if,  without  him. 
they  should  run  into  Jurgen 
Klinsmann  .  in  -the  -  quarter- 
finals.  He  scored  four  goals 
-  out  ctf  faarmBayeniMtf- 
nob's  firstfeg --'defeat-- of - 
Benfica  and.  on  Tuesday,  in 
tbe  Staitfitun  of  Light  Bayern 
came  from  behind  to  achieve  a 
34  victory.;  - 

Klinsmann  '  scored  twice, 
one  of.his  goals.a  magnificent 
piece  of  running  and  a  judi¬ 
cious  drip  ova-  tlte.- diving 
goalkeeper.  That  brought  his 
tally  in -two  games  to  the  sum 
total  ofRwesrs  entertainment 
for  and  against,  fa  three 
rounds  of  the  competition.  .  . 

Clark's  men  have  played  six 
times,  have  scored  a  mere  four 
goals,  bat  conceded  only  two, 
and  that  is  file  paistoanious 
record  that  does  more  than 
crush  grapes.  It  squeezes  the 
lifeblood  out  of  opponents,  it 
mirrors  fife  performance  Eng¬ 
land  achieved  in  their  <M) 
draw  against  Norway  in  Oslo, 
and  the  main  regret  is  that  it 
reflecte 'England's  football  as 
being  barrm- 

It  contrasts,  of  course,  with 
the  sloppy  defending  that 
characterises  the  FA  Carting 
Premiership— the  feefing  that 
it  is  at  the  back  that  our 
football  lacks  thought  and 
quality. 

At  least  Dark  has  a  poten¬ 
tial  remedy  an  the  Notting¬ 
ham  Rarest  treatment  table. 

As  he  points  out,  they  have 
gone  it  alone  in  Europe  with- 
out  tiie  injured  strikers,  Bryan 
Roy  and  Kevin  Campbell,  who 
should  be  fit  and  refreshed  by  j 

March.  If,  of  course,  they  do 
meet  Herr  Klinsmann  or 
George  Weah.  of  Milan,  they 
may  need  a  goal  or  two  to  stay 
buoyant  told  proudly  British 
in  Europe-  . 


COLLECT  30  TOKENS  TO  WIN  £20.000  -  AND  SAVE  10%  ON  THIS  HOLIDAY 


Win  a  trip  to  Las  Vegas 


The  Times  and  The  Sunday  Times,  in 
association  with  Cox  &  Kings,  are  offer¬ 
ing  readers  the  exclusive  chance  to  win 
one  of  80  holidays  for  two,  to  a  range  of 
destinations  throughout  the  world  until 
Thursday,  December.  28. 

Readers  can  also  enjoy  an  exclusive  10 
per  cent  discount  off  all  80  featured 
holidays  and  enter  our  prize  draw 
competition  to  win  £20,000  cash  to 
spend  on  an  80-day  holiday  of  a  lifetime. 

This  week  our  holidays  come  from 
United  Vacations,  a  subsidiary  of  United 
Airlines,  who  specialise  in  multi-centre 
holidays,  cruises  and  Qy-drive  tours  all 
over  America  and  also  to  Hawaii 

The  airline  flies  to  200  US  cities  so 
your  holiday  can  be  as  flexible  as  you 
wish.  You  also  get  a  package  including 
detailed  route  maps  and  information 
about  sightseeing  locations  like  when 
they  are  opei  and  entrance  fees. 


HOW  TO  WEN  £20.000 
Collect  30  of  the  diffenaitly  numbered 
tokens  which  will  appear  every  day  in 
The  Times  and  The  Sunday  Times  and 
you  can  enter  our  prize  draw  to  win 
£20,000  cash.  Readers  may  collect  60 
tokens  for  two  chances  to  enter  the  draw. 
An  entry  form  to  attach  the  tokens  to  will 
appear  in  The  Times  every  Saturday. 


HOWTO  SAVE  10  PER  CENT 
In  addition  to  10  per  cent  off  today’s  holi¬ 
day.  United 
Vacations  is 

Around  i 
the  World  i 


KITSCH  CAPITAL  OF  THE  WORLD 
Today's  prize  is  a  seven-night  holiday  for 
two  in  Las  Vegas,  the  gambling  capital 
of  file  world.  There  are  no  docks  in  the 
casinos  and  the  windows  are  blacked  out 
to  encourage  gamblers  to  lose  track  of 
time  as  well,  as  how  much  money  they 
are  losing. 

But  the  dty  that  never  sleeps  has 
mare  to  offer  than  roulette  and  slot 
machines.  It  is  also  (he  kitsch  capital  of 
the  world.  Outside  one  hotel  is  a  volcano 
which  erupts  every  fifteen  minutes  at 
£5JXX) a  time.  At  another,  built  likea  30- 
storey  pyramid,  there  is  a  110-foot 


“Sphink"  and  a  replica  of  King  Tin's 
tomb.  And  at  the  Mirage,  you  can  watch 
a  Treasure  Island  battle  between  a 
British  frigate  and  a  pirate  galleon. 

You  can  also  take  a  sightseeing  flight 
over  the  217-mfle  long  Grand  Canyon,  go 
to  the  Wet  n’  Wild  waterpark  on  the 
main  Strip,  visit  a  museum  dedicated  to 
Liberace  or  take  in  the  Guinness  World 
of  Records  Museum. 


DEPARTURES:  The  prize  winner  can 
go  between  Jan  1  and  Mar  28,  or  April  11 
and  30. 1996.  Times  readers  can  book 
anytime  during  1996  at  10%  discount 
The  cost  of  today's  holiday  is  from  £422, 
down  from  £469  per  person. 
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United  Vacations 

United  Airlines* 


in  80  Days  i 

£20,000  1 


HOWTO  WIN 
TODAY’S  PRIZE 


;Tb  wmtodays  holiday  answer  the 
question  below aralphone our  . 
^Otopetiferi  boffine:  089140  SO  34 
which  will  be  open  until  nridnigfcut 
;  tonight- The  winner  wiG  bfrehosen  at 
random  from  A  correct  entries 
received.  Normal  Times  Newspapers 
competition  rules  apply. 

Q.How  long  isthe  Grand  CanyanT 
Pi*>  wachatpatf  a>39ppar  mfrsrtachaapnria 
ana  48p  at  al  otter  tones. 


TOMORROW:  WIN  A  TRIP  TO  NEW  YORK 


Birmingham  charged  with  misconduct 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


BIRMINGHAM  City  have  been 
charged  with  misconduct  by  the  Football 
Association  following  the  crowd  violence 
at  their  EndsJeigh  League  first  division 
match  against  Millwall  on  November  4 
The  dub  could  face  a  fine,  a  suspended 
sentence  or  even  closure  of  their  St 
Andrew's  ground  if  they  are  found  guilty 
under  FA  rule  24.  The  charge  relates  to 
encroachment  by  spectators  onto  the 
pitch  and  an  alleged  assault  on  Dave 
Savage,  the  MilhvaH  substitute,  by  a 
supporter,  the  throwing  of  missiles  by 
Birmingham  supporters  at  Millwall  sup¬ 
porters  and  other  incidents  involving 
alleged  attacks  by  Birmingham  support¬ 
ers  on  Millwall  followers  and  police 
officers. 


Birmingham  have  14  days  to  reply  to 
the  FA  with  their  observations  and 
request  for  a  personal  hearing.  They  are 
still  awaiting  the  outcome  of  an  investiga¬ 
tion  into  their  Anglo-Italian  Cup  tie  with 
Ancona  in  which  three  of  their  staff  were 
accused  of  assaulting  an  Italian  official. 

Brighton  have  beat  tokl  they  can  stay 
at  the  Goldstone  Ground  for  an  extra 
year  following  talks  between  Hove 
Council  and  the  firm  buying  the  stadium. 

Tbe  dub,  who  are  selling  the  ground  to 
help  pay  off  debts  of  £6mfflkm.were<hK 
to  move  out  at  tbe  end  of  tins  season.  Tbe 
stay  of  execution  follows  negotiations 
between  Hove  Council  and  Chaitwefl 
Development  Properties  Limited, 
who  plan  to  build  a  store  on  the 
site. 

Hove  Council  leader  Ivor  Caplin 


announced  the  reprieve  yesterday  but 
was  critical  of  the  decision  to  sell  the 
ground.  He  said:  “When  tbe  present 
owners  get  a  return  of  their  funds  from 
the  sale  of  the  ground  they  could  give  the 
chib  back,  via  the  local  council,  to  local 
people  to  run  —  people  who  will  care 
about  our  community  and  not  sell  it  for 
any  reason.” 

Roy  Keane,  the  Manchester  United 
midfield  player,  is  losing  his  fight  to  be  fit 
for  the  Republic  of  Ireland's  European 
Championship  qualifying  play-off  at 
Anfidd  next  Wednesday. 

Keane  had  increased  his  training 
schedule  foDowing  a  hernia  operation 
last  month  but  is  still  well  short  of  natch 
fitness  and  has  withdrawn  from  *  a 
planned  comeback  in  a  reserve  team 
fixture  against  Leeds. 


Hendry  holds  nerve 
to  thwart  Drago 


From  Phil  Yates  in  frankjfurt 


STEPHEN  HENDRY  was 
farced  to  recover  from  a  3-1 
deficit  to  beat  Tony  Drago,  of 
Malta.  5-3  in  the  last’16  of  the 
German  Open  here  yesterday, 
taking  his  unbeaten  run  of 
matches  in  world-ranking 
events  to  14.  Dra^o,  unsuc¬ 
cessful  in  nine  previous  meet¬ 
ings  with  tiie  world  champion, 
o-ypyed  an  outrageous  fluke  in 
the  fourth  frame  when  he 
potted  the  last  red  off  three 
cushions  escaping  a  snooker 
and  cleared  up  to  the  blue. 

Yet,  with  Drago’s  history  of 
folding  under  pressure, 
against  top-class  opposition,  it 
was  no  surprise  that  Hendry, 
who  had  compiled  his  24th 
century  break  of  the  season. 
126  in  tiie  second  frame, 
mounted  a  fightback. 

First  to  the  table  in  the  next 
two  frames.  Drago  missed  a 
black  and  a  brown  in  promis¬ 
ing  scoring  territory.  Hendry 
levelled  at  3-3.  with  runs  of  72 
and  44.  he  moved  4-3  ahead 
with  a  79  break  and  duly 
added  the  eighth.  Hendry  was 
leading  56-5  when  Drago 
missed  a  simple  pink.  Even 
though  there  were  four  reds, 
and  therefore  59  points  still 
available.  Drago*  disgust  was 
such  that  be  offered  his  hand 
in  concession. 

“Tony  is  the  sort  of  person 
who  tends  to  miss  a  couple  of 
shots  when  he  gets  near  the 
winning  line,"  Hendry  said. 
“He  is  a  nervous  player  so 
even  at  3-1  down.  I  knew  l  was 
still  very  much  in  the  match." 

Hendry’s  quarter-final  op¬ 


ponent  will  be  Rod  Lawler,  of 
Liverpool,  who  reached  that 
stage  of  a  ranking  event  for  the 
first  time  since  the  1991  Mer¬ 
cantile  Classic  with  an  unex¬ 
pected  5-2  victory  over  Janies 
Wattana,  the  fifth  seed. 

John  Higgins,  the  provi¬ 
sional  world  No  2  only  avoid¬ 
ed  a  deriding  ninth  frame 
against  Mark  King,  the  first- 
round  conqueror  of  Ronnie 
O’Sullivan,  by  clearing  the 


Drago:  took  early  lead 


colours  to  black  in  tbe  eigth  to 
complete  a  5-3  win. 

□  The  Belgian  Masters,  a  12- 
man  invitation  tournament 
scheduled  to  take  place  in 
Antwerp  from  December 
1-16,  has  been  postponed  indef¬ 
initely  after  players,  the  pro¬ 
moter  and  the  World 
Professional  Billiards  and 
Snooker  Association  foiled  to 
teach  agreement  on  a  format. 


Sports  funding  boost 
for  deprived  areas 


By  John  Goodbody 


NEW  school  sports  facilities, 
which  are  also  available  for 
use  by  the  local  community, 
will  be  eligible  tohave  up  to  80 
per  cent  of  their  capital  costs 
paid  from  National  Lottery 
funds,  the  Sports  Council  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday.  As  the 
council  allocated  a  further  £7 
million  from  the  tottery,  bring¬ 
ing  the  total  to  E122  million,  it 
said  that  two  changes  would 
help  file  young  and  socially 
deprived  to  benefit  more. 

From  next  year  schools  will 
be  able  to  apply  for  higher 
levels  of  financial  support,  and 
in  70  disadvantaged  areas  of 
the  country,  many  inner-rities, 
funding  could  reach  more 
than  90  per  cent  at  tbe  total 
cost  At  present,  there  is  an 
upper-limit  of  65  per  cent. 

Derek  Casey,  the  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  council,  said  that, 
in  parts  of  England,  finding 
the  remaining  35  per  cent  of 
costs  had  been  “pretty  steep” 
for  some  dubs  and  sports 
centres,  and  consequently  they 
had  been  discouraged  from 
applying. 

Among  83  projects  funded 
from  the  lottery  fids  month 
was  one  that  would  have  been 
a  typical  candidate  for  higher- 
rate  support.  The  Warwick 
Park  Youth  Centre  in 
Peckham.  south  London,  re¬ 
ceived  £350.000  from  file  tot¬ 
tery,  which  it  matched  with 
£202,000  from  Southwark 
Council  to  extend  and  improve 
its  facilities. 

Southwark  is  designated  as 
the  second  most  deprived  bor¬ 


ough  in  England  and  Wales. 
Horace  Dawkins,  the  manag¬ 
er  of  the  centre,  said  that  many 
inner-city  projects  were  ham¬ 
pered  because  they  did  not 
have  the  technical  expertise 
and  financial  support  to  apply 
successfully  to  the  tottery. 

"Fortunately,  we  had  South¬ 
wark  Council  100  per  cent 
behind  us.  However,  other 
centres  do  have  difficulty  in 
finding  the  remaining 
funding. 

“Hopefully,  a  lot  ctf  them 
will  now  be  able  to  boufit 
freon  the  funding  levels  intro¬ 
duced  by  the  Sports  Councfl." 
he  added. 
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Ramprakash  dropped  from  No  3  spot  for  last  match  before  third  Test 

England  give  Crawley  another  chance 


From  Alan  Lee.  cricket  correspondent 

in  PAARL 


TO  STRIP  a  player  of  his 
status,  to  publicly  declare  him 
a  failure,  is  the  roost  uncom¬ 
fortable  aspect  of  sport  but.  in 
the  case  of  Mark  Ramp¬ 
rakash,  England’s  cricket 
management  had  no  choioe. 
Yesterday,  the  formalities 
were  completed,  the  vital  role 
at  No  3,  for  which  Rampra¬ 
kash  seems  to  possess  the 
technical  but  not  the  mental 
credentials,  passing  to  John 
Crawley. 

Such  things  are  best  done 
sensitively  but  without  senti¬ 
ment  and  England  achieved 
this  delicate  mix.  There  was  no 
dissection  of  Ramprakash’s 
shortcomings,  but  neither  was 
there  a  misguided  attempt  to 
soften  the  blow.  Ramprakash 
will  not  play  in  the  four-day 
match  against  Boland,  start¬ 
ing  today,  when  runs  would 
merely  have  blurred  the  issue, 
and  it  will  require  at  least  one 
injury  for  him  to  play  any 
further  part  in  the  Test  series. 

The  stricken  Middlesex 


ENGLAND:  A  J  Stewart  (captah).  R  A 
Smith,  J  P  Crawley.  G  P  Thorpe,  G  A 
Hick,  fl  C  RusseJI.  M  WatWnson,  D 
Googh.  R  K  Dfingworth.  M  Boa,  P  Martin. 
BOLAND  (from)'  L  D  Ferreira.  B  C 
Bagutey.  K  C  Jackson,  T  Laaard,  A  P 
Kurper  (captain).  W  F  Stetfng.  L-M 
Gemiishuys.  P  A  J  DeFreitas,  C  W 
Hencterson,  C  M  WMoughtoy.  R  Talema- 
chus,  B  J  Drew. 


player  has  thus  achieved  an 
unwanted  double  by  being 
part  of  England's  two  great 
days  of  the  cricketing  year, 
knowing  on  each  occasion  that 
he  was  about  to  be  dropped,  in 
June,  at  Lord's,  his  “pair" 
preceded  England's  stunning 
72-run  win  over  West  Indies; 
now,  by  making  an  excruciat¬ 
ing  four  and  an  abrupt 
nought,  prior  to  the  remark¬ 
able  escape  in  Johannesburg, 
he  is  reliving  old  traumas. 

This  is  a  dose-knit  party 
and  there  is  no  shortage  of 
sympathy,  though  even  the 
effervescent  assistant  manag¬ 
er.  John  Barclay,  admits  it  can 
seem  futile.  “Sometimes  it  is 
best  to  say  nothing."  Barclay 
said,  “but  I  have  now  talked  to 
Mark  just  to  reassure  him  of 
our  compassion.  We  all  know 
what  be  is  going  through." 

Crawley  certainly  docs.  A 1-  . 
though  his  perceived  short¬ 
comings  have  been  different— 
technical  rather  than  tempera¬ 


mental  —  his  Test  career  has 
begun  almost  as  stutteringly 
as  that  of  Ramprakash.  Twice 
he  has  lost  his  place  but.  now 
that  his  chance  has  come 
again  —  in  a  position  that  has 
changed  hands  nine  times 
inside  two  years  —  he  feels 
better  equipped,  even  if  the 
circumstances  are  not  of  his 
choosing. 

“It  is  the  name  of  the  game, 
especially  on  tour,  that  you  are 
often  waiting  around  for 
someone  else’s  misfortune  to 
provide  your  opportunity." 
Crawley  said.  “You  would  not 
be  human,  you’d  be  quite  evil 
in  some  ways,  if  you  didn’t 
have  mixed  feelings,  and  of 
course  I’m  sorry  for  Ramps. 
I’ve  bean  there  myself." 

Crawley  disappointed  him¬ 
self  on  the  tour  of  Australia 
last  winter  when  he  failed  to 
make  a  first-class  century.  "I 
fed  i  am  playing  a  heck  of  a  lot 
better  than  f  was  then," 
Crawley  said,  “f  have  worked 
hard  on  some  little  technical 
things,  making  sure  die  bat 
comes  down  straighter  and 
playing  with  softer  hands." 

Assistance  has  come  from 
David  Lloyd,  the  Lancashire 
coach,  and  John  Edricb,  with 
England,  but  Crawley  gives 
the  greatest  credit  to  his 
father.  Frank,  a  long-time  club 
cricketer  in  Manchester.  “He 
is  the  only  one  who  has  seen 
my  full  progression,  seen  how 
I  have  got  better  in  some  areas 
while  regressing  in  others. 
He’s  been  a  great  help  and  he 
is  here  in  South  Africa  until 
the  end  of  the  next  Test" 

While  the  captain,  Michael 
Atherton,  takes  a  well-merited 
rest.  Alec  Stewart  wfll  today 
lead  a  side  that  contains  only 
one  of  the  four  seam  bowlers 
who  played  in  Johannesburg. 
Dominic  Cork,  who  bowled  64 
overs  in  the  Test,  and  Devon 
Malcolm,  who  is  expected  to 
be  unsuited  by  the  conditions, 
were  predictable  omissions 
but  Angus  Fraser,  plainly 
short  of  work  during  the  first 
.innings  at  the  Wanderers  and 
a  bowler  who  thrives  on 
routine,  surely  could  have 
dime  with  another  match. 

Darren  Gough  does  play 
and  it  is  an  important  game 
for  him.  He  bowled  well  in  the 
nets  yesterday  but  his  manag¬ 
er.  Raymond jErngworth,  re¬ 
mains  concerned!  “He  has  got 
to  concentrate  on  his  line  and 
get  his  confidence  back.  He 


Crawley  can  make  the  England  No  3  position  his  by  scoring  runs  against  Boland.  Photograph:  Graham  Morris 


did  bowl  one  unlucky  spell  in 
the  Test  but  the  bad  luck  came 
because  the  captain  had  lost 
confidence  in  him  and  didn't 
have  fielders  where  the  edges 
were  flying.  If  you  bowl  rub¬ 
bish.  you'll  set  fields  for 
rubbish." 

Interestingly.  Gough  will  be 
opposed  today  by  a  man  who 


doubtless  believes  he  could  do 
his  job  better.  Phillip 
DeFreitas,  unwanted  by  Eng¬ 
land.  is  the  Boland  overseas 
player  and  wfll  lead  their 
attack  on  the  striking  new 
ground  beneath  the  Draken- 
stein  mountains  where,  only 
last  year,  a  match  against 
New  Zealand  had  to  be  aban¬ 


doned  due  to  the  dangerous 
state  of  the  pitch. 

DeFreitas  will  feel  he  has 
something  to  prove,  not  least 
to  Illingworth,  who  was  re¬ 
sponsible  for  his  rapid  fall 
from  favour.  Illingworth, 
however,  stresses  that 
DeFreitas  remains  in  conten¬ 
tion  for  the  World  Cup,  Eng¬ 


land  having  named  only  a 
provisional  squad. 

PlainJ>.  it  is  a  week  for 
forgiveness;  yesterday.  Illing¬ 
worth  played  golf  with  An¬ 
drew  Wingfield- Digby.  the 
man  he  dismissed  as  team 
pastor  only  last  summer. 

Letters,  page  19 


Surrey’s  chief  executive  to  resign  I  Lara  stands  his  ground 


By  Simon  Wilde 

GLYN  WOODMAN.  Surrey  Coun¬ 
ty  Cricket  Cub's  controversial  chief 
executive,  announced  yesterday  that 
be  would  be  resigning  at  the  end  of 
the  year  from  the  post  he  has  held 
since  February  1993.  It  has  been  a 
turbulent  tenure  of  office. 

Woodman  greatly  benefited  from 
an  tB-fated  restructuring  of  the  dub’s 
administration,  which  took  effect  in 
April  1994.  His  background  was  a 
business  one  but  he  was  left  in 
overall  control  of  club  matters,  even 
though  he  had  scant  knowledge  and 
no  experience  of  on-field  affairs. 

It  took  two  disastrous  seasons  of 
underachievement  by  the  first  XI  — 


which,  in  any  case,  had  not  won  a 
trophy  since  1982  —  for  the  mistake 
to  be  rectified  and  for  that  die 
members  must  take  much  of  the 
credit 

It  was  due  to  the  actions  of  a  small 
group  of  them  that  a  review  of  dub 
procedure  was  set  up  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Sir  Peter  Imbert, 
foe  former  Metropolitan  Police  com¬ 
missioner.  It  was  recently  completed 
and  although  the  findings  are  not 
public  its  recommendations  would 
have  dipped  Woodman’s  wings.  His 
future  role  was  to  be  confined  to 
business  affairs. 

The  playing  side  of  the  dub  will 
now  revert  to  the  bands  of  a  cricket 
committee,  though  a  more  stream¬ 


lined  one  than  before  April  1994. 
Prominent  among  its  members  wfll 
be  Alec  Stewart  the  captain,  and  the 
new  cricket  coach.  Dave  Gilbert 
"I  think  this  is  the  end  of  it”  Mike 
Soper,  who  recently  replaced  Brian 
Downing  as  chairman,  said  yester¬ 
day.  "There  are  not  many  people  left 
{to  change}.  I  am  not  a  revolutionary. 
1  just  want  to  bring  the  fun  bade  for 
everyone  in  foe  dub  and  make  us  foe 
acceptable  face  of  cricket" 
Woodman’s  successor  is  Paul 
Sheldon,  who  arranged  Surrey’s 
J50tb  anniversary  celebrations.  A 
former  director  of  H  odder  and 
Stoughton,  be  played  for  Durham 
University  and  Sussex  Young 
Cricketers. 


BRIAN  LARA  has  given  his  most 
detailed  explanation  yet  as  to  why  he 
withdrew  from  the  West  Indies  tour 
of  Australia  ten  days  ago.  making  it 
plain  that  his  action  stemmed  not 
from  exhaustion  but  from  disaffec¬ 
tion  with  foe  way  the  team  was  run 
iSiraon  Wilde  writes). 

Lara  said  that  he  had  “assessed  my 
situation  and  l  thought  that  l  could 
not  continue  playing  cricket  under 
the  same  problems  that  keep  coming 
up.  My  issue  is  a  very  small  one  in 
the  entire  scenario  and  hopefully  next 
Friday  [when  the  West  Indies  board 
meet  to  discuss  Lara’s  withdrawal] 
they  could  address  foe  real  facts  and 
what's  hiring  West  Indies  cricket " 

Lara  told  reporters  in  Port  of  Spain 
on  Tuesday  night  that  he  recognised 


the  “favourable  and  unfavourable" 
press  comments  but  that  “what  has 
come  out  of  this  is  very  positive".  The 
board  “will  now  have  to  account  to 
the  people.  So.  too.  the  players." 

He  appeared  to  accept  he  might  be 
suspended  for  pulling  out  of  the  tour 
and  seemed  untroubled  by  the  pros¬ 
pect  Of  more  concern,  apparently, 
was  that  the  atmosphere  among  the 
players  and  management  had  im¬ 
proved.  “If  I  am  allowed  back  into  foe 
team,  whenever,  1  will  just  assess  the 
situation  and  see  if  I  can  play  under 
the  same  environment."  he  said. 

Lara  briefly  left  the  party  during 
the  tour  of  England  last  summer,  for 
which  he  was  subsequently  fined.  It 
is  believed  that  the  fine  prompted 
Lara’s  derision  not  to  tour. 


Sri  Lanka 
defend  their 
spinner  in 
debate  over 
his  action 

By  Our  Spo.rrs  Staff 

THE  Sri  Lanka  team  dosed 
ranks  yesterday  around 
Muttiah  Muralitharan.  the 
young  off  spinner  whose 
bowling  action  has  come  in 
for  increasing  attention. 

Dav  Whatmore.  the  Sri 
Lanka  coach,  pledged  his  ftifl 
support  for  foe  bowler  as  his 
side  prepared  at  the  WACA 
Ground  in  Perth  for  foe  first 
Test  against  Australia,  which 
starts  tomorrow^ 

"To  me.  his  action  is  legiti¬ 
mate  and  that’s  all  there  is  to 
it,”  Whatmore  said.  “As  a 
coach  1  am  naturally  ah-'ays 
concerned  about  the  extra 
pressure  this  sort  of  thing  may 
put  on  a  {flayer.  But  foe  boy  is 
handling  it  pretty  well  and  his 
confidence  is  still  high. 

“I  and  the  rest  of  the  team 
are  firmly  behind  him.  too. 
They  have  full  confidence  in 
his  ability.  That  has  not  been 
a  problem." 

Television  footage  of 
Muralitharan,  23,  in  action 
against  New  Zealand  earlier 
this  year,  when  he  took  five 
for  64,  is  known  to  have  been 
studied  by  foe  International 
Cricket  Council  (ICC).  What¬ 
more  said  he  had  not  tried  to 
modify  Muralitharan 's  ac¬ 
tion:  "There  is  no  need  to.  He 
has  never  been  “called"  by  an 
umpire,"  Whatmore  said. 

The  debate  started  in  Aus¬ 
tralia  when  it  was  reported 
that  foe  umpires,  Tony 
McQuill  and  Martin  Whitby, 
referred  to  his  “suspect"  ac¬ 
tion  in  their  report  u>  the 
Australian  Cricket  Board 
after  Sri  Lanka’s  opening 
first-class  match  of  this  tour 
against  Queensland  last 
month. 

An  Australian  newspaper 
reported  that  foe  Test  referee. 
Graham  Dowling,  of  New 
Zealand,  is  planning  to  meet 
Sri  Lankan  officials  before  foe 
start  of  play  in  Perth  to 
discuss  Muralitharan's 
action. 

Duleep  Mendis,  the  Sri 
Lanka  team  manager,  said: 
“He  has  played  before  foe  top 
umpires  all  over  the  world 
and  has  never  been  called. 
There  is  no  problem." 

Bob  Simpson,  foe  Australia 
coach,  would  not  be  drawn  on 
foe  issue,  saying  he  would 
leave  it  to  the  Test  umpires. 
Khizar  Hayat  of  Pakistan, 
and  Peter  Parker,  of 
Australia. 

Australian  players  have  pri¬ 
vately  expressed  concern  over 
his  action  since  he  played  ( 
against  them  in  Sri  Lanka 
three  years  ago.  But  has  never 
encountered  official  trouble  ' 
anywhere  and  has  taken  75  i 
wickets  in  21  Tests. 

Wasim  Akram  seems  cer¬ 
tain  to  be  confirmed  as  cap-  1 
tain  of  Pakistan  for  then- 
defence  of  the  World  Cup  next 
year.  Pakistan's  one-off  Test 
against  New  Zealand  begins 
in  Christchurch  tomorrow. 

“We  do  not  want  to  make 
further  experiments  with  a 
new  captain  before  foe  World 
Cup.  Wasim  Akram  is  most 
likely  to  be  retained."  Arif  Aii 
Abbasi.  chief  executive  of  foe 
Pakistan  Cricket  Board,  said. 


SPORT  45 


Scully  to 
meet 

Midlands 
in  decider 

THE  return  of  David  Scully, 
of  Wakefield,  is  one  of  six 
changes,  three  positional,  to 
the  North  rugby  unin  side 
which  beat  Western  Samoa 
34-8  on  Tuesday  for  foe  decid¬ 
ing  match  of  the  CIS  division¬ 
al  championship  against  the 
Midlands,  in  Nottingham  on 
Saturday. 

The  North's  back  division  is 
weakened  by  the  withdrawal 
of  three  players  —  Tim 
Stimpson.  Jim  Naylor  and 
Will  Gtfenwood  —  for  foe 
England  A  match  with  the 
Samoans  at  Gateshead  next 
Tuesday.  Austin  Healey,  the 
OrreU  scrum  half,  moves  from 
scrum  half  to  wing.  Jim 
Mallinder  switches  from  wing 
to  full-back  and  there  are  first 
calls  for  two  of  his  Sale  team- 
mares.  Chris  Yates  and  Jos 
BaxendelL  The  only  forward 
change  is  at  hooker  where 
Gary  French,  of  Bath,  replaces 
Tim  Herbert. 

NORTH:  J  MaUnder  (Sate).  A  Haatey 
(CTrel).  J  BaxendeB  (Sale).  P  Johnson 
(One! I,  captain).  C  Yates  (Sate).  R  L lay 


(Wes I  Hartlepool).  R  Arnold  fNw-asflei.  M 
Greenwood  (Wasps).  J  Fowler  (Sals).  N 
Ashuret  (Sale).  C  Vyvyan  (Sale).  Replace¬ 
ments:  S  Cooke  (west  Hartlepool).  C  Lee 
(West  Hartlepool).  N  Ryan  (Sale).  A  Smith 
Gala).  T  Herbert  (West  Hartlepool).  P 
Stewart  (Wakefield) 

Marinos  win 

Football;  The  Yokohama  Ma¬ 
rinos  yesterday  captured  the 
Japanese  championship,  beat¬ 
ing  Verdy  Kawasaki  1-0.  More 
than  48,000  spectators  in  the 
National  Stadium  in  Tokyo 
saw  Masami  lhara  head  foe 
game’s  only  goal  from  foe  left- 
hand  side  of  the  area  in  foe 
29th  minute.  The  Marinos 
beat  Verdy  1-0  last  Wednesday 
in  foe  first  of  the  two-game 
championship  series. 

Parker  back 

Table  Tennis:  Jill  Parker.  41. 
foe  former  European  champi¬ 
on.  will  came  out  of  retirement 
to  lead  foe  England  women’s 
team  against  Germany  in 
Hastings  on  Tuesday,  with  a 
place  in  the  European  League 
super  division  final  at  stake. 
For  foe  men's  European 
League  match  on  the  same 
night,  against  Germany.  Alex 
Perry,  of  Devon,  and  Andrew 
Eden,  of  Lancashire,  have 
been  drafted  into  the  squad, 
with  Bradley  Billington  stand¬ 
ing  down. 

Seeds  beaten 

Rackets  The  third  and  fourth 
seeds  in  the  Lacoste  British 
amateur  championship  both 
lost  unexpectedly  in  straight 
games  to  less  experienced 
opposition.  The  former  world 
champion,  John  Prenn,  seeded 
No  3.  lost  a  tense  opening 
game  to  the  hard-hitting  Guy 
Barker  and  then  seemed  to 
run  out  of  steam,  winning  only 
six  more  points  in  foe  match. 
Mark  Hue  Williams  defeated 
the  fourth  seed,  Rupert  Owen 
Browne,  using  his  opponent's 
pace  as  he  cleverly  guided  the 
ball  down  foe  walls  and  hit 
several  spectacular  winners, 
particularly  on  his  forehand. 
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By  John  Goodbody 


COACHES  who  abuse  or 
sexually  harass  competitors  or 
players  may  be  subjected  to 
disciplinary  action  by  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Coaching  Foundation 
(NCR.  even  if  the  gross  mis¬ 
conduct  does  not  bring  either 
action  by  the  employer,  or  a 
legal  conviction. 

TWO  British  coaching  org¬ 
anisations  jointly  published 
their  code  of  ethics  and  con¬ 
duct  yesterday,  two  months 
after  Paul  Hickson,  the  Olym¬ 
pic  swimming  trainer,  was 
jailed  for  17  years  for  raping 
and  abusing  girls  whom  he 
taught- 

The  Hickson  case  brought 
to  the  fore  the  problems  of 
relationships  between  coaches 
and  competitors  across  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  sports. 

Now  foe  NCF  and  the 
National  Association  of  Sports 
Coaches  have  acted  to  help 
protect  both  their  members 
and  foe  competitors  or  players 
whom  they  advise. 

In  a  pamphlet  which  was 
being  drawn  up  before  the 
Hickson  case  was  heard,  the 
NCF  says  that  gross  misconr 
duct  indudes  breach  of  confi¬ 
dentiality.  violence,  misuse  of 
alcohol  or  drugs,  swwu  har¬ 
assment  or  abuse,  mdecenty 
or  any  form  of  child  abuse. 

The  NCF  advises  anyone 
wishing  to  complain  about  the 
behaviour  of  a  coach  that  they 
should  report  the  matter  both 
to  foe  employer  and  to  foe 

national  SovenunSj*^y;J^ 
employer  can  be  a  dub.  total 
authority  or  sporting  organis¬ 


ation  and  it  is  irrelevant 
whether  the  coach  is  being 
paid. 

Complaints  which  involve 
the  abuse  of  children  should 
also  be  referred  to  the  police 
and  soda!  services. 

The  pamphlet  warns: 
"Coaches  are  responsible  for 
setting  and  monitoring  the 
boundaries  between  a  work¬ 
ing  relationship  and  friend¬ 
ship  with  their  performers. 
This  is  particularly  Important 
when  the  performer  is  a  young 
person.  The  coach  must  real¬ 
ise  that  certain  situations  or 
friendly  words  or-  actions 
could  be  misinterpreted,  not 
only  by  foe  performer,  but  also 
by  outsiders  (or  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  squad  or  group  of 
performers)  motivated  by  jeal- . 
ousy.  dislike  or  mistrust,  and 
could  lead  to  allegations  of 
misconduct  or  impropriety." 


BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NBA):  IriSana 
tC6  Philadelphia  9t;  New You  92  Oates  07. 
Houston  103  Utah  100:  San  Antonio  117  LA 
Lakers  89:  Phoertx  112  Voncuuytf  MB; 
Seatls  119  Tororto  89;  Oriando  114  La 
Clippers  105. 

FOOTBALL 

TOKYO:  J-UsBQue  champfanahfl,  second 
toff  Yotofiwro Marinos  i  Verdy  Kawasaki  0 
(Yokohama  win  2-0  on  agg) 

UEFA  CUP: ThW  round,  second  to*  Real 
Bens  2  Bordeaux  i  (Bordeaux  win  3-2  on 
ago) 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION:  Sec¬ 
ond  dMrion:  Cantfl  2  Swansea  0 
Tuesday's  late  results 
UEFA  CUP:  Third  round,  second  toff. 
l$ons  0  Nottingham  Forest  0  (Nottm  Fores 
wm  1-0  on  ago).  Woden  Bremen  0  PSV 
Sntfwen  0  <P5V  win  2-1  on  aggl:  Roma  3 
&oreSjy  1  (Rome  wn  4-3  on  agg). 
Barcelona  3  SewBa  1  (Barcelona  wm  4-2  on 
ago);  Benfca  1  Bayern  Munich  3  (Bayern 
wm  ?• 2  on  agg) 

ENDSLSGH  INSURANCE  LEAGUE'  Ffrs 
dMston  MSwal  0  Chariton  Aflitetfc  2 
Second  dMsfcsc  Crewe  Atom  id  a  4  Bnaol 
Ot/2. 

SPALDING  CUP  Second  round:  More- 
cambe  S  Altrincham  4.  Brom&oove  3 
Telford  1. 

BELL'S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE  Rrst  ifi- 
vteion:  Dioidee  1  Dumbarton  1 . 

UNIBOND  LEAGUE  League  Cup:  Third 
round  Cofcvyn  Bay  2  Accmgton  Stanley  3. 
Barrow  Bridge  0  Lancaster  1.  Gams- 
tocough  3  FndJey  3.  leek  4  Eastwood 
Town  3.  Spennymoor  5  EmJey  O 
DR  MAHTB4S  CUP.  Ffcai  roatd,  second 
toff  NngTa  Lynn  2  ftshdan  and  Diamonds 
0  (Kfog^  Lynn  wm  2-1  ®i  ago).  Second 
round:  Basnley  1  TrowCrtdgel; Bndgnorth 
0  Moor  Green  a  Buckx^ham  Town  1 
Cambridge  City  9,  Cheltenham  4  Glouces¬ 
ter  CL  Evesham  2  Boston  Z  Dkesen  2 
rtnekfey  Town  3:  WatodoowOe  B  Heel  0. 
Postponed  BekJodcvMantoe.  Gravesend 
andNarthSeel  ir  Qaofey:  Tonbridge  Angsts 
v  fetor  S3 

ICtS  LEAGUE:  Hr*  dMsiarc  Bdencay  0 
Wembley  1;  Marlow  3  Tooting  and  M&cfcam 
1.  Second  efivtotart;  Qefort.  Si  Peter  Q 
BraduieS  0;  Hmgertord  0  Ctesfuv  3. 
Ttwd  dvtsfcxr.  Harafetd  2  Rockwell  Heath 
4  Postponed:  Epsom  and  EweO  v 

WBafcSsKXTe.  Cartton  Cup:  Second  round: 

Akferatof  Town  3  Materhead  UnSad  T 
Ceriton  Trophy:  Second  round:  Cove  0 
Hamplon  4;  Klngstuy  2  CJapun  S 
LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  League  Cijx  Group 
tftrae:  Rd  noxt  Newwwn  1  Caasws  1- 


Hickson:  jailed 


Rochdale  3-  - - 

SPRINGHEATH  PRINT  CAPITAL 
LEAGUE:  Northampton  1  PHebcroush  0. 


COMBINED  COUNTIES  LEAGUE:  Pre¬ 
mier  dwtsion:  Ashford  4  Cctoham  1. 

FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Second  round:  Oldham 
3  York  Z  Dertty  Ccutv  3  Doncaster  5. 
Brerttord  4  Exeter  0,  PSymoLih.  Arpyle  1 
Easde&i  i. 

INTERLINK  EXPRESS  MIDLAND  ALLI¬ 
ANCE:  Perstore  6  Hfoctosy  Athlete  1. 
SMoal  2  OJdbiry  1  Postponed:  Rj£f»l 
Olympic  v  Chaserown. 

JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES 
LEAGUE:  Premier  dtasron:  HaJeigh  1 
Suctuy  Z  Woodbridge  0  Wrexham  2. 
Postponed:  Tlpnee  v  hfevertw 
JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE:  Hrat  di¬ 
vision:  Andover  3  Totton  3,  Gosport  1 
Ekuramouh  1.  Rjte  Sports  1  Swanape 
and  Herston  1:  Whtoome2  Aerostruduies 
0. 

LONDON  FA  CHALLENGE  CUP:  First 
round:  Dulwich  Hamia  1  &omiey2 
NORTHWEST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE:  Rrsl 
(Melon:  Bootle  2  St  Helene  0;  Eastwood 
Hartey  2  Cttiertw  2,  Mate  Road  2  Danxen 
i;  Salford  3  Femhl 

SCHOOLS  MATCH:  SufMk  under-16 
chanplonsrtp  final:  Bungay  HS  S.  Castle 
Manor  Upper  2. 


SONY  WORLD  RAMONGS:  1.  G  Norman 
(Aus)  22.1-tpCs:  2,  N  Price  (Ton)  1607;  3.  B 
LangerJOer)  15  30;  4,  E Hs  (SA)  1433;  5,  N 
Fakfo  (Eng)  14  S8.  &  C  Mortgomene  (Sco) 
1385:  7.  C  Pawn  (US)  13.54: 8.  F  Couples 
(US)  1058:9,  M  Ozaki  (Japan).  1058. 10.S 
ESongtcn  (Aus)  1050;  11.  T  Lertite  (US’, 
983.  12,  J  M  Otazdbal  (Sp)  921:  13.  S 
Torrance  fSeo)  032. 

ICE  HOCKEY 

NATIONAL  HOCKEY  LEAGUE  (NHL): 
Pittsburgh  6  NY  Islanders  3:  Florida  4 
Washington  3:  Boston  6  Danas  4.  Detroit  5 
Rdadsphia  3:  Toronto  4  Ottawa  1. 
Colorado  12  San  Jose  2;  St  Lours  1  Calgary 
1  (OT).  Vancouver  8  Etfrnonton  2 


FOOTBALL 

UB=ACUP:  Thrt  RVuLsaconlleff  Lens 
(0)  vStorfa  PtagjB  (0):  Sparta  Prague  (0)  v 
ACMten  (2). 

PONT1NS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE:  Frtt  *- 
wstar  Elation  v  Newcastle  (7.01:  Soke  v 
Nomngham  Feres  (7.0).  Second  dMsion: 
Huddersfield  v  Rotherham  (7  0) . 
MIDDLESEX  sewn  CHARITY  CUP: 
Second  round:  Bedtont  v  HOngdon  (73Q). 
FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Second  rant 
Btnwigharti  v  Basfldcn  (7.30). 

RUGBY  UNION 

UNIVERSITIES  MATCH:  Oxford  Uimkiu 
Oeyhomds  v  Cambridge  Untwresy  Lx 
Cfobftftfey  Road.  3.0} 

OTHER  SPORT 

RACKETS:  Amau  anott  danpfonsNp 
Qisan'eCU) 


_ RACKETS _ 

QUEENS  CLUB:  Lacoste  British  amateur 
champtonahta:  (Xmer-finte:  G  BarKBr  lx 
JPrann  15-1015-4 15-2  M  Hue  WHamsOt 
R  Owen  Browne  15-10 15-8 15-7. 

RUGBY  UNION 

PORTSMOUTH:  Royal  Navy  Cup  Fnafc 
Royal  Mamas  (PfymcMh)  6  Naval  Arr 
Command  13. 

HSNBCEN  CUP:  Pool  D:  Swansea  22 
Cashes  10. 

FINAL  TABLE 
P  W  D  L  T  F  AflPis 

Swansea .  2  1  0  1  3  35  27  2 

Cashes .  2  1  0  1  2  29  34  2 

Munster .  2  1  0  1  2  29  32  2 

CIS  MSURANCE  TOUR  MATCH:  Northern 
Daksoi  34,  Western  Samoans  6. 
REPRESENTATIVE  MATCH:  Portypool  16 
N  Zealand  Army  25. 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  Rugby  17.  South- 
port,  Brisbane  1ft  Hymers  23,  Sedburgh 


_ SWUNG _ 

VAL  DTS&E:  Leading  practice  times  tor 
Saturday's  men’s  Alpine  World  Cup 
downhn  race:  1,  P  Ort&eb  (Austria)  imin 
IQGSsec;  2,  A  Sfcaardel  (Nor)  1  10.65;  3.  R 
Assmoer  (Austral  1:1086: 4.  W  Parathcner 
(H)  1.1088. 5. SKrajsa  (GeO  1:1053: 6.  L 
gtojNoQ _ 

_ SNOOKER _ 

FRANKFURT:  German  Open:  Second 
round;  J  Higgins  (Sco)  bt  M  King  (Eng)  6-3. 
S  Hendry  (Sco)  fctf  A  Draoo  (Maflai  5-3:  D 
Morgan  fwd)  W  N  Braid  (fro)  l:  h  tauter 
(Eng  ta  J  Wtetana  (Thai)  5-2. 

TENNIS 

MUNICH:  Grand  Stem  Ci?x  Ftat  round:  T 
Marta  (US)  bl  S  Bruguera  (Sp)  7-6. 6-4-.  P 
SaifoiB6  (US)  bl  P  McEnroe  (US)  6-1.  7-6. 
ATP  RANKINGS:  1 .  P  Sampras  (US)  4.842 
«e;  2.  A  Agassi  (US)  4.7®.  3.  T  Muster 
(Austro)  4.474,  4.  BBadier  (Get)  3325,  5. 
M Chang  (US) 3£1 1 . fi. Y Kafter*By(Russ) 
ZSBO:  7.  T  Enqvta  (Sw)  2.505: 8.  J  Carter 
(USJ  2.471;  9.  W  Ferrera  (SA)  2.144;  10.  G 
barraevic  (Do)  1.881: 11.  R  Krapcek  (Hof) 
1.756. 


POOLS  DIVIDENDS 

UTTLEWOOD&  Treble  chance:  24pts: 

EM3.05.  23:  534.30  22:  £28)  fcur 
<*WK  £2.40  10  homes  £4925.  Fwe 
arrays  £).3ra00. 

SETTERS:  Treble  Chance:  24pts:  583.15. 
23:  E310.  Four  draws  £7540.  Eight 
hones  £2.60.  Four  aways  £73320.  Easy 
sfc  575  40.  Lucky  numbas  18 14  38  33  9 
34.  Goals  galore:  £1.70. 

VBtNONS:  Treble  chance:  24pts 
£249.45.  23:  £1580.  10  homes  £4300 
FMeawaye;  £3*55. 


World  Cup  racing  goes  on 
despite  snow  conditions 


THE  World  Cup  Alpine  skiing 
circuit  has  returned  to  Europe, 
only  to.find  a  familiar  problem 
in  poor  snow  conditions.  Yet 
that  might  not  stop  Val 
D’Isere  from  hosting  up  to  five 
races  this  weekend. 

Women  have  a  super  giant 
slalom  today  and  a  giant 
slalom  tomorrow.  Men  have  a 
downhill  on  Saturday  and  a 
super  giant  slalom  on  Sunday . 
There  is  a  possibility  of  a 
super  giant  slalom  or  slalom 
for  women  as  a  replacement 
for  races  cancelled  at  Lake 
Louise.  Canada. 

Weather  conditions  have 
had  already  forced  racing  to 
be  called  off  in  France.  Winds, 
lack  of  snow  and  warm  wea¬ 
ther  have  contributed  to  foe 
various  postponements.  Bare¬ 
ly  into  the  start  of  foe  season, 
the  women  are  already  four 
races  behind  schedule. 

Four  races  were  originally 
scheduled  for  Val  d’lsere, 
which  normally  marks  foe 
opening  of  foe  season.  At  foe 
moment,  however,  only  the 
main  track  has  an  adequate 
snow  —  and  even  that  has 
been  assisted  by  snow  cannon. 
“The  cold  and  foe  weather 
previewed  for  the  week  of  the 
races  means  foe  track  will  still 
be  able  to  get  into  good 
shape,”  said  Jean-Claude 
Fritsch.  the  race  director.  “The 
people  are  working  hard  on 
the  slopes." 

Nonetheless,  uncertainty 
over  temperatures  still  leave  a 
chance  of  the  track  worsening, 
putting  foe  women's  two-run 
giant  slalom  in  jeopardy.  At¬ 


tempts  have  been  made  to 
remove  foe  risk  fay  getting 
adequate  snow  on  to  a  parallel 
course,  adjacent  to  the  main 
Oreiller-Killy  downhill 
course. 

The  men’s  downhill  course 
has  been  shortened  and  wfll 
held  in  two  runs,  with  a 
combined  time  determining 
the  winner  on  Saturday.  The 
super  giant  slaloms  and  mini- 
downhills  should  assist  foe 
present  leaders  in  foe  overall 
standings.  Norway’s  Lasse 
Kjus  leads  foe  men’s  stand¬ 
ings  after  seven  races  with 
465.  He  recently  gained  Iris 
first  victory  on  foe  circuit  with 
a  win  in  foe  Vail  super  giant 
slalom. 

Alberto  Tomba,  overall 
champion  last  year,  is  not 
present  for  foe  races.  After  a 
poor  start  in  foe  United  States, 
he  is  next  scheduled  to  race  in 
a  giant  slalom  in  Alta  Sadia, 


Ortliebr  leading  run 


Italy,  on  December  17.  Katja 
Seizin ger,  of  Germany,  is 
ahead  of  Pica  bo  Street,  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  women's 
standings  after  three  races, 
leading  ISO  to  124  points. 

Seizinger  has  finished  sec¬ 
ond  twice  so  far,  while  Street 
took  her  sixth  consecutive 
downhill  race  over  two  sea¬ 
sons.  Seianger  won  the  super 
giant  slalom  title  last  year  and 
was  second  to  Vreni  Schneider 
in  foe  overall  standings. 

Martina  Erti.  of  Germany, 
who  won  foe  first  super  giant 
slalom  of  the  season  is  another 
contender.  She  also  was  lead¬ 
ing  in  foe  Tignes  giant  slalom 
last  month  before  high  winds 
wiped  out  that  race. 

In  yesterdays  first  downhill 
training.  Patrick  Ortlieb,  of 
Austria,  had  the  best  time, 
lmin  I039sec.  His  run  showed 
foe  effect  of  approximately  600 
metres  being  cut  off  the  top  of 
the  course.  The  winning  time 
last  year  was  156.07.  Ortlieb 
won  the  1992  Olympic  gold 
medal  in  the  downhill,  also.in 
Val  d’lsere.  but  on  another 
course  about  a  mile  away. 
Atle  Skaardal,  of  Norway,  was 
next  in  1:10.65.  and  Roland 
Assinger.  of  Austria,  was 

third,  1:10.86. 

Luc  Alphand.  of  France, 
who  won  the  first  downhill  of 
the  season,  was  seventh  in 
hUJQI.  However.  AJ.  Kitt,  of 
the  United  States,  a  winner  at 
Val  d’lsere  in  1991.  slumped  to 
32nd  in  1:1156  with  the  1994 
Olympic  downhill  champion. 
Tommy  Moe.  53rd  in  a  time  of 
1:1Z2Q.  , 
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Footsore  thoughts  from  factory  floor 


Hew  do  you  fancy  swapping 
your  flashy  new  trainers  for 
a  cheap  pair  of  flip-flop 
sandals?  According  to  a  report  this 
week  from  the  chanty  Christian  Aid. 
the  workers  who  actually  make  the 
millions  of  sports  shoes  worn  all  over 
the  world  never  earn  enough  to 
afford  them.  A  sacked  Filipina  shoe 
factor.'  worker  put  it  simply:  “I  made 
elegai.c  Reebok.  Puma  and  Nike 
shoes  for  II  years.  But  look  at  what  1 
wear  on  my  feet  —  a  cheap  pair  of 
plastic  sandals.  I  am  like  those  wh? 

build  but  are  _ 

homeless  and 
those  who  till  the 
soil  but  are 
hungry." 

Sports  shoes 
have  exploded  onto 
the  market  over 
the  past  15  years: 

whether  for  fitness  _ 

or  simply  for  fash¬ 
ion,  t  lost  people  now  own  a  pair  or 
two.  But  the  companies  that  sell  them 
—  Adidas.  Hi-Tec.  Nike,  Puma  and 
Reebok — do  no*  actually  make  them. 
They  sub-contract  the  production, 
and  if  you  visit  a  Thai  or  Chinese 
factory  you  will  see  the  rival  brands 
being  produced  side  by  side  on 
parallel  conveyor  belts. 

The  wages  of  Third  World  workers 
make  up  a  tiny  fraction  of  the  cost  of 
sports  shoes.  Instead,  billions  are 
spent  on  marketing  and  endorsement 
by  sports  stars  to  sell  an  image  to 


Teams  design 
and  test  an 
endless  stream 
of  new  concepts’ 


customers  who  mil  pay  dearly  for  tL 
You  can  pay  more  than  £100  these 
days,  though  on  average  a  pair  of 
sports  shoes  sells  for  around  £50.  The 
40  or  so  factory  workers  who  made 
that  pair  of  shoes  win  share  among 
them  just  over  £1  of  that  £50. 

As  early  as  the  1920s  enterprising 
sports  shoe  peddlars  were  beginning 
to  learn  the  value  of  putting  their 
shoes  on  high-profile  stars.  When 
Jesse  Owens  woa  four  gold  medals  at 
the  Berlin  Olympics  in  1936,  he  was 
wearing  spikes  produced  by  the 
German  Dossier 
family,  cobblers  in 
the  small  town  of 
Herzogenaurach, 
whose  two  sons 
Adi  and  Rudolph 
quarrelled  and  set 
up  rival  shoe  busi¬ 
nesses  —  Adidas 
_  and  Puma. 

Enormous  atten¬ 
tion  is  devoted  to  so-called  innova¬ 
tion.  Teams  of  researchers  design 
and  test  an  endless  stream  of  new 
concepts  and  gimmicks,  so  that  today 
you  can  even  get  Nike  shoes  incorpo¬ 
rating  "Kevlar,  the  material  they  use 
for  bulletprdbf  vests." 

But  the  companies  are  selling  more 
than  a  piece  of  sports  equipment 
They  are  offering  a  dream,  a  leisure 
item,  a  fashion  accessory  —  and  far 
more  shoes  are  bought  for  posing 
than  for  pounding  die  pavements. 
The  profit  margins  seem  to  justify  the 


huge  amounts  spent  cm  advertising 
and  endorsement  deals.  In  March 
Andre  Agassi  signed  a  contract  with 
Nike  reported  to  be  worth  £70 
million.  Adidas  recently  did  a  E2 
million  deal  with  Paul  Gascoigne. 
Michael  Jordan  is  said  to  earn  $18-20 
million  a  year  from  Nike. 

By  contrast  the  shoes  themselves 
cost  little  to  produce.  Take  a  popular 
model  like  the  Nike  Air  ftgasus; 
Christian  Aid  calculated  that  the  ex- 
factory  price  of  this  shoe  is  less  than 
E10.  It  is  available  today  for  between 
£49.99  and  £54.99.  So  while  Christian 
Aid  has  a  valid  case  that  the  workers 
are  being  horribly  underpaid,  it  looks 
as  if.  at  die  other  end,  the  customer  is 
being  brutally  overcharged. 

The  companies  plead  that  a  vast 
amount  goes  into  research,  but  does 
something  as  basically  simple  as  a 
sports  shoe  need  all  those  fancy  and 
complicated  gimmicks? 


When  Jim  Peters  sliced  minutes  off 
the  world  marathon  record  in  the 
1950s  —  naming  times  dial  would 
still  place  him  high  in  races  today  — 

he  did  it  in  canvas  plimsoles,  the  sort 
that  schoolboys  used  to  buy  in 
WooJworths.  His  feet  were  certainly 
no  tougher  than  those  of  Abebe 
Bikila.  He  was  the  first  great  black 
African  distance  runner.  Virtually 
unknown,  he  amazed  everyone  by 
winning  the  Olympic  marathon  in 
Rome  in  1960,  running  over  the 
cobbled  streets  barefoot.  The  shoe 

companies  feO  over  _ 

each  other  to  sign 
him  up.  By  the 
time  he  won  his 
second  gold,  four 
years  later  in  To¬ 
kyo,  he  was  safely 
kitted  out  with 
shoes. 

There  has  beena  _ 

long  and.  to  the 
shoe  companies,  disturbing  list  of 
athletes  who  have  reckoned  that  the 
shoemaker  can  do  httie  to  improve  on 
the  performance  of  die  human  foot. 
Bruce  Tull  oh.  Ron  Hill  and  Jim 
Hogan  would  often  lad  for  medals 
without  shoes,  and  I  had  the  unusual 
experience  of  helping  to  negotiate  a 
lucrative  shoe  contract  with  Brooks 
for  Zola  Budd,  into  which  was 
written  a  clause  saying  that  she  could 
race  without  wearing  the  company's 
(or  anyone  dse’s)  shoes. 

Christian  Aid  calculated  it  would 


‘It  would  cost 
veiy  little  to 
raise  wages  in 
shoe  factories’ 


cost very  little  to  raise  vrages  in  most 
Asian  sports  shoe  factories  to  a  decent 
level.  “It  wouldn't  even  add  the  price 
of  a  new  pair  of  bees  to  what  you  p^r 
for  sneakers,”  h  said.  But  let  us  tope 
rhaf  if  the  workers  did  find  new 
wealth  they  would  not  blow  h  too 
quickly  cm  latest  flash  pair  of 
high-priced  miming  shoes. 

Two  years  ago  a  group  of  Ameri¬ 
can  researches  brought  a  small  team 
of  Tazahumara  Indians  from  Mexico 
to  run  the  Leadviile  Trail  100-mite 
race  in  Colorado. 

_  Legend  has  it 

that  the 

Tarahumaras  sub¬ 
sist  cm  rice  and 
beans  and  possess 
prodigious  endur¬ 
ance.  The  prize 
money  on  offer 
would  have  made 
any  of  them  in¬ 
stantly  rich  in  their 
village.  One  of  them.  Victoriano 
Churro,  was  55.  like  his  Indian  team¬ 
mates  he  passed  up  the  invitation  to 
compete  in  escr'msive  designer  Tun¬ 
ning  shoes.  Instead  he  raced  in  home¬ 
made  flip-flop  yaprfai*  ftghioncd 
from  Leather  thongs  and  robber  cut 
from  discarded  tyres  found  at  a  local 
rubbish  dump  the  night  before  the 
event 

The  race  was  won,  of  course,  by  the 
man  in  the  8ip-fLops- 

John  Bryant 


Precise  Sampras 
proves  criticism 
of  court  is  accurate 


From  Stuart  Jones  in  Munich 


THE  Grand  Slam  Cup.  which 
annually  receives  criticism  for 
the  excessive  amount  of 
money  that  is  poured  into  the 
pockets  of  the  tennis  million¬ 
aires,  is  this  year  being  consis¬ 
tently  attacked  on  another 
front  The  competitors  almost 
unanimously  agree  that  the 
conditions  inside  the 
Olympiahalle  here  are  too 
fast. 

When  Thomas  Muster  com¬ 
plained.  his  comments  were 
perceived  to  be  little  more  than 
sneering  asides,  an  ungra¬ 
cious  reaction  to  being  the  first 
player  to  be  knocked  out 
When  Pete  Sampras  added  his 
temperate  voice  yesterday, 
though,  the  accusation  seemed 
more  reasonable.  The  differ¬ 
ence  was  that  his  words  were 
justified  by  his  deeds. 

Muster  had  forecast  that 
there  would  be  “two  thousand 
aces"  here  this  week,  a  figure 
that  was  interpreted  as  a  wild 
exaggeration  considering  the 
firepower  which  had  been  on 
display  during  his  match.  He 
and  Byron  Black  had  struck 
only  nine  between  them. 
Sampras  surpassed  their  com¬ 
bined  total  within  half  an 
hour. 

Muster  had  protested  that  it 
was  “impossible  to  play  con¬ 


trolled  tennis”  on  the  Supreme 
court  In  threatening  to  over¬ 
whelm  Patrick  McEnroe  and 
break  his  own  record  for  the 
swiftest  victory  in  the  brief 
history  of  the  event  Sampras 
made  the  game  appear  to  be 
ridiculously  easy. 

He  was  initially  delayed 
only  by  a  physical  frailty,  not 
an  uncommon  occurrence. 
Last  weekend,  when  he  cap¬ 
tured  the  Davis  Cup  virtually 
single-handedly  for  the  United 
States,  he  was  racked  with 
cramp  in  his  legi.  Here  he 
merely  blew  his  nose  during 
the  first  changeover  and  dis¬ 
covered  that  it  was  bleeding. 

He  confessed  that  he  is 
vulnerable  to  the  complaint 
“in  dry  atmospheres".  With  a 
swab  of  cotton  wool  lodged  in 
his  left  nostril,  he  set  about 
eliminating  his  compatriot  not 
with  the  force  of  a  cannon,  as 
he  was  to  confirm  later,  but 
with  the  precision  of  a  laser. 

One  of  his  24  aces  was 
measured  at  141kph.  an  inor¬ 
dinately  slow  speed  for  “Pistol 
Pete”,  as  he  has  been  ac¬ 
claimed.  “There  is  no  reason 
to  hit  it  any  harder,"  he  said. 
“The  balls  and  the  court  are  so 
fast  that  1  was  just  making 
sure  I  got  the  first  serve  in.” 

In  his  first  nine  service 
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Seiko  Kinetic®.  The  first  and 
that  generates  its  own  erief^ysfrwn 
movement.  The  perpetual  accuracy  .^quartz.  ■ 
naturally,  without  a  battery.  Its  tiny  pbiwerhoutife'-  ■; 
converts  even  your  slightest  ’movement  into 
electrical  impulses.  Ecologlcafly  sound  and  ufomatety 
reliable,  Seiko  Kinetic  is  so  efficient  that  you  only 
need  to  wear  it  for  one  day  to  ensure  enough  energy 
reserves  to  last  at  least  a  week.  Wear  ft  continually 
and  .it  will  never  let  you  down.  It’s  built  to  last/ 
Someday  affufiateties*  uriRfoe made  this  way, 


KINETIC 


games,  he  dropped  only  half  a 
dozen  points  and  four  of  those 
were  double  faults.  Midway 
through  the  second  set. 
McEnroe,  trudging  forlornly 
from  side  to  side,  was  beaten 
by  six  successive  aces.  The 
oldest  man  in  the  field  at  29.  he 
was  rendered  helpless. 

He  managed  to  threaten 
Sampras  onfy  once.  At  6-5  and 
deuce,  he  was  two  points  away 
from  seizing  the  second  set 
The  response,  a  couple  of  aces, 
was  predictably  prompt  With 
two  more  in  the  tie-break, 
which  Sampras  took  7-1,  he 
went  through  6-1,  7-6  in  an 
hour  and  a  quarter. 

His  doubles  partner  in  the 
Davis  Cup  survived,  too.  In  a 
duel  as  colourless  as  the  snow- 
flecked  surrounds  of  the  isolat¬ 
ed  Olympic  stadium,  Todd 
Martin  wore  down  Sergi 
Bruguera  7-6,  6-4.  Although 
they  exchanged  onfy  seven 
aces,  the  Spaniard  amplified 
the  contestants’  displeasure. 

"This  surface  is  impossible 
to  play,”  Bruguera  bemoaned. 
“One  break  and  that’s  it"  As  a 
clay-court  specialist  the  condi¬ 
tions  were  as  unsuitable  for 
him  as  they  had  been  for 
Muster,  another  of  whose 
laments  promises  to  be  seen 
retrospectively  as  more  appo¬ 
site  during  at  least  one  of  the 
quarter-finals  tomorrow. 

The  public  may  not  witness 
“beautiful  tennis"  this  week, 
the  Austrian  warned,  when 
Sampras  meets  Goran 
Ivanisevic,  who  recorded  17 
aces  in  knocking  out  Petr 
Korda  cm  Tuesday:  the  specta¬ 
cle  may  be  as  much  of  a 
serving  contest  as  were  their 
Wimbledon  final  of  1993  and 
semi-final  of  1994. 

The  lone  remnant  to  have 
beaten  Sampras  this  year  is 
Martin  but  that,  on  a  hard 
court  in  the  semi-finals  in 
Memphis,  was  as  long  ago  as 
February. 


Hawkins  shows  the  style  which  helped  him  to  gam  his  second  world  title  in  three  years 


Answers  from  page  42 
CAPELINE 

(b)  A  small  skull-cap  of  iron  worn  by  archers  in  the  Middle  Ages,  from  the 
Italian  cappellina  a  little  cap.  diminutive  of  eappella.  “The  skull-caps  of 
steel  called  capelines,  from  the  time  of  Edward  IV.” 

COTTEREL 

(c)  A  pin,  key.  wedge,  or  bolt  which  fits  into  a  hole  and  fastens  something 
in  its  place,  dosefy  related  to  cotter,  which  may  beashortened  form,  or  the 
primitive  of  which  this  is  a  diminutive.  Northern  riialwt  "Aootterd  is  an 
iron  pin  passing  through  a  shutter,  and  fastened  on  the  inside  by  a  peg 
fitting  into  a  hole  at  the  end.” 

COLOPHON 

(b)  The  finishing  stroke,  crowning  touch.  The  inscription  or  device, 
sometimes  pictorial  or  emblematic,  formerly  placed  at  the  end  of  a  book  or 
manuscript,  and  containing  the  title,  the  scribe’s  or  primers  name,  date 
and  place  of  printing-  Hence  the  phrase  “from  title-page  to  colophon".  In 
early  times  the  colophon  give  the  information  now  given  on  the  title-page. 
From  die  Greek  kalophon  summit  "A  literary  vampire  —  who  collects 
nothing  but  title-pages  and  colophons." 

CHYME 

(a)  The  semifluid  pulpy  acid  matter  into  which  food  is  converted  in  the 
stomach  by  the  action  of  the  gastric  secretion.  From  the  stomach  it  passes 
to  die  small  intestine:  and  by  the  action  on  it  of  the  bile,  the  pancreatic 
juice,  etc,  becomes  filled  for  absorption  as  chyle.  From  the  Greek  chumas 
juice  (of  plants,  animals,  etc,  from  die  stem  chu-.  cheo  to  pour).  "The 
sensation  of  hunger  ceases  long  before  digestion  takes  place,  or  the  chyme 
is  converted  into  chyle." 


SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
I  Qe71  leaves  Blade  defenceless  against  the  threat  of  2  QxfS*!  KxfiS  3  RdS 
male. 
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Hawkins  surfs  to 
second  world  title 


By  Mel  Webb 


IT  CANNOT  be  often  that  a 
holiday  pursuit,  casualty  dab¬ 
bled  in.  goes  cm  to  provide  a 
healthy  lifestyle,  an  even 
healthier  bank  balance  and 
the  prestige  of  being  the  best 
in  the  world.  But  so  it  is  with 
Jamie  Hawkins. 

Eight  years  ago,  Hawkins 
went  on  holiday  to  Australia, 
took  a  look  at  windsurfing 
and  decided  be  would  try  the 
sport  on  for  size:  It  fitted  like  a 
Savile  Row  suit,  without  so 
much  as  a  nip  or  a  tuck,  and 
he  was  hooked. 

Windsurfing  In  the  warm 
waters  of  Australia  is  all  very 
well,  but  the  cold  seas  around 
England  demand  dedication 
and  a  masochistic  willingness 
to  endure  the  cold  and  wet 

Hawkins,  22,  had  what  it 
took  and  yesterday  morning 
be  arrived  back  in  England 
still  on  the  crest  of  a  wave 
after  taking  toe  Old  Spice 
world  windsurfing  champion¬ 
ship  in  South  Africa. 

Hawkins,  from  Worthing, 
has  been  a  professional  since 
1992.  This  was  his  second 
world  championship  —  he 
won  his  first  in  1993 — but  this 
year  his  victory  was  even 
more  pleasing.  "I  was  delight¬ 


ed  when  I  won  the  first  time, 
but  I  always  had  the  ambition 
to  come  back  and  try  again." 
he  said. 

The  championship  encom¬ 
passes  two  events,  course 
racing,  on  a  long  course 
involving  the  entire  64-man 
fleet,  and  slalom,  raced  on  a 
short  circuit  in  eight-man 
beats.  It  was  toe  latter  disci¬ 
pline  that  was  to  set  Hawkins 
on  his  way.  He  was  third 
after  the  first  of  nine  course 
races  on  the  first  day,  but  won 
the  slalom  on  the  second  day 
and,  with  another  slalom  to 
come,  was  never  again 
headed. 

Seven  of  the  world’s  top  ten 
were  present,  with  the  main 
threat  to  his  supremacy  com¬ 
ing  from  Christopher  Rappe. 
of  Sweden.  As  toe  series  went 
on.  the  competition  between 
Hawkins  and  Rappe  became 
more  tactical.  “TTtere’s  an 
dement  of  match  racing  in¬ 
volved,  similar  to  the  Ameri¬ 
ca's  Cup,  and  I  had  to  make 
sure  I  covered  Christopher  in 
every  race,"  Hawkins  said.  "I 
knew  if  I  kept  in  front  of  him. 

I  would  probably  win.  It’s  a 
very  good  feeling  to  beat  the 
best  in  the  world.” 


Two  verdicts 
in  rape  trial 

British  Opera  Matinte  The  Rape  of  Lociretia.  Radio  X  IMpm. 
Here  is  a.  rare  opportunity  to  hear  the  definitive  1970  recording  of 
Britten*  chamber  opera,  with  the  composer  himself  conducting  toe 
English  Chamber  Orchestra  and  Janet  Baker.  Benjamin  Laxon. 
Peter  Pears.  Helen  Harper  and  John  'SbirievOmrk  heading  a 
peerless  cast  Britten  must  have  ft*  grateful  to  Tfce  T&nes  when  toe 
first  reviews  of  the  opera  appeared  in  July  1946.  “BriBBt.'X  search  for 
new  operatic  forms."  said  tne  papers  music  critic  “wffl  lifr  apera  out 
of  the  dead  rad  in which  it  has own  studs:  since  foe  death  of  PucdoL" 
Just  compare  that  whl  i  what  Ernest  Newman  wrote  about  a  weak,  he 
dismissed  as  “neither  mteffigibJe  nor  sensible".  Worse,  he  said  it  was 
“rotten  with  insincerity  and  pretentiousness.  I  was  bored".  Judge  for 
yoursdf  this  afternoon. 


Change  at  Oglethorpe.  Radio  2. 7.00pm. 


series  about  animjnobabfe 


_  grow 

hufffrr,  TTtp  firief  Rnmumer.  chosen  as  a  mean*  nf  i 
age  of  the  silver  screen.  Audi  think  Peter  Davison'S  i  _  ^ 
gtationmastcr  will  develop  rather  nicety,  especially  as  ™pi 
iislhattownteabo(KcaBedPanad|| 

.  in  Earfy  Abstract  Expressionism.  -Peter  Q 


RADIO  1 


FH  Stereo.  4JD0am  CSve  Warren  &30 
Chris  & am  BAD  Simon  Majo  12 30 
Usa  PAnaon,  including  at  1230- 
1245pm  News bex.  and  at  1.15  The 
Net  230  Nicky  Campbefl.430  Merit 
Goocfier.  aid  at  530<54G  Newsbeat 
GblSThe  Nsl  7J10  Evening  Session 9X0 
Soundbite  KUO  Marit  RadcHfe  12X0 
C&reSturgess 


RADIO  2 


FU  Stereo.  GLOOmt  Sarah  Kennedy 
7.30  Wate  Up  to  Wogsn 930 Ken  Bruce 
1130  Jtaimy  Young  230pm  Debbie 
Thrower  330  Ed  Stewart  535  John 
Dunn  730  Change  te  Oglethorpe.  See 
Choke  730  David  Allan  930  Pad 
Jones  9A5  The  Gospel  Train  1030 The 
Jamesons  123Sm  Steve  Madden  330 
Alex  Laser 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


G30am  Morning  Reports  BLOO  The 
Breakfast  Pi  ogi  urine.  ind  at  635  and 
735  Racing  Preview  935  The  Maga¬ 
zine,  rncl  at  1035  Euronews  and  at 
1130  News;  Gut  Reaction  1230  Mid¬ 
day  with  Mair,  ind  at  1234pm 
Monaychecfc;andat1.1gBntertafrwnant 
News  235  Ruscoa  on  Five,  ind  at  3.15 
Pnme  Minister's  Question  ftne  3.45 
Efltattkment  News 430 John  bireKtoe 
Nationwide.  Ind  3t  535  Entertainment 
News 730 News  Exfra.  Ind  at 730 Sport 
735  On  the  Line  838  Woman  on  Top 
935  SportsAmerica  1035  News  Talk 
1130  Night  Extra,  ind  at  11.15  The 
RnandaJ  Wbrfd  Tonight  1235am  Night 
Mores  235  Up  AB  Night 


TALK  RADIO 


WORLD  SERVICc 


Al  times  in  GMT.  530am  Newsday 
530  Europe  Today  630  Nawsday  630 
Europe  Today  7X10  News  7.15 
Mkkfemadi  730  Network  UK  830 
Work!  News  8.10  Words  of  Fatih  8.15 
Composer  of  the  Mortfi  845  Good 
Boohs  930 News  in  German  9.15  Sport 
1030  Nemdeefc  1030  BSC  Ehgfish 
1046  Aflddtemarcft  T130  Newsdesk 
1130  State:  A  Master  at  War*  1230 
Wortd  News  iSLOSpm  World  Business 
12.15  Briton  Today  1230  AastgrmertL 
130  Newahotr  230  Wbrid  News  236 
Outlook  230  Muffliacfc  X-Press  330 
News  in  Goman  3.15  -The.  Learning 
World  330  Network  UK  AOOlVfctti 
News  4.1 5  The  Wortd  Today 430  News 
in  German  530  Europe  Today  530 
Bustase  545  Sports  Romdup  630 
Newsdesk  630  News  In  German  730 
News  731  Outlook  735  Fatih  7.30 John 
Peel  830  Nawshour.  930  World  News 
035  Business  9.15  Britain  Today  930 
Meriden  1030  Nemdesfc  1030  The 
World  Today  1046  Sport  1130  News ’ 
11.10  Take  Five  11.15  Network  UK 
1146  Health  Matters  Midnight 
Newsdesk  izattavOn  the  More  1245 . 
Britain  Today  130  New  1.10  Press 
Review  1.15  Heritage  .  145  Global 
Concerns  230  Nowaday  230  Drama: 
The  Wizard  ot  CSr 330  News  3,15  Spat 
330  Focus  on  Faith  430  Newsdesk 
430  Euope  445  Fdk  Routes 


classic  Fr; 


430am  Mark  Griffiths  830  Mck  Bailey 
330  Henry  Ke»y  1230  Susannah 
Simona  230pm  Concerto  330  Jamie 
Crick  630  Newsnight  630  Sonata  730  - 
Travel  Guide  830  Concert  1030  Mich- ' 
ad  Mappki  130am  S&By  Peterson 


630am  Sandy  Warr  730  Simon  Bates 
1030  Jontehan  King  1230  Tommy 
Boyd  230pm  Anna  Raebun  430  Scott 
Chtshotm  and  Low  Tuner  730  Sean 
Bdger  930  Moz  Dae  1030  James 
Whale  I30-630ren  Ian  CoCns 

VIRGIN  RADIO 

630am  Russ  ‘n’  Jono  930  Richard 
Skinner  1Z30  Gabon  Dana  430pro 
Nicky  Home  730  Pad  Coyle  1030 
Mark  Forrest  230-630am  Robri  Banks 

1  RADIO  3  I 

630mn  On  Ah'.  Bantock  (A  •- 
Hebridean  Symphony);  Weber 
(Clarinet  Concerto  No  1  in  F 
mfoar);  7X15  Symphony 
Series:  Mozart  [Symphony  in 
D);  736  Ireland  (Cefc 
Sonata);  Part  (The 
Beatitudes):  B32  Symphony 
Series :  Mozart  (Symphony  in 
C.  U  re  pasture) 

9.00  Mamins  Colectfon  wUi 
Paul  GambaceM.  Mozart, 
arr  Grieg  (Sonata  in  C: 
Efeabeth  Leonskaja, 
Sviatoslav  Richter,  pianos); 
Barber  (Knaxvie;  Summer  of 
1915:  Kathleen  Battle, 
soprano;  Orchestra  of  St 
Luke  s);  Beethoren  jMoln 
Sonata  in  A  minor.  Op  23) 
1030  Musical  Encotmters,  with 
Mary  Miller.  Artist  ot  the 
Week:  Catherine  Baft, 
soprano.  Byrd  (Consort 
Soigs);  1036  Dussek  (Piano 
Concerto  in  G  minor);  Winter 
(Concertino  In  C  minor); 
Schoenberg  (Wahnachte- 
musfe);  Schumann  (Rve 
Songs,  Op  40);  Sfbefius 
(Symphony  No  5) 

1230  Composer  of  the  Week: 
Schumann.  Presented  by 
Gitean  McDougall.  Arr 
Krafcter  (Romanes  in  A  Op 
94  No  2);  orch  Mahler 
(Symphony  No  4  in  D  minor); 
arr  Krarsfer  (Fantasy  in  C,  Op 
131)  (r) 

130pm  Fairest  tate:  British 
Opera  llatfnrte.  The  Rape 
of  Lucres*  by  Benjamin 
Britton.  See  Choice 
330  Fafoeat  Mr  Brief  Liras.  The 
first  of  three  programmes 
featuring  nxtsk:  by  talented 
but  Bhort-Sved  English 
composers  of  the  18th 
century.  Julia  Roberts, 


-  soprano;,  Timothy  Roberts.  • 
fortepiano;  Revolutionary 
Drawing  Room  perform  music 
by  Stephen  Storace 
435  The  BBC  Orchestra*  BBC 
Scottish  90  inter  Martyn 
Brabtuns.  Vaughan  WOtems  . 
C  The  Wasps);  Rave! 
i  del  gradoso, 
s);  Waton  (Variations  an 
a  Theme  by  Hindemith) 

530 The  Musk:  Machfan. 
Aboriginal  rock  band  Yottiu 
Ymtfi 

5.15  hi  Tune.  Brian  Morton 
celebrates  the  BBC  Scottish 
Symphony  Orchestra 
730  BBC  Scottish  Symphony 
Orchetea:  The  6Qi  Birthday 
Concert,  live  from  the  Royal 
Concert  Hal,  Glasgow,  under 
Jerzy  MakwmluR  and  Martyn 
Brabbins.  Berta  (Overture: 
Roman  Camivagj 
Rachmaninov  (Rhapsody  on 
a  Theme  of  Paganini);  535 
Join  Purser  looks  beck  at  60 
;  in  the  Bfe  of  the  BBC  . 


935 

Light  Freddie  Yotna 
10.15  Bach  Cato  Suites;  Suite  No 
3  te  C,  tetroduced  and  pteyed 
by  Yo-Yo  Ma 

1045  Night  Waves.  Rcy  Porter 
traces  the  roots  of  the 
modem  United  Kingdom 
I130-1230am  The  BBC 

Orchestra*.  BBC  Concert 
Orchestra  under  Barry 
Wordsworth.  Rawsthome 
'Overture; 


Leighton 
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RADIO  4 


535am  Shipping  Forecast  <UHf 

only)  6.00  News  Briefi/rp,  ind 
633  WSather  6.10  Farming 
Today  635  Rrayer  lor  the  Day 
630  Today,  ind  630, 730. 
730, 830, 830  News  735, 
835  Sport  635,  735 
Weaker?  45  Thought  for  the 

930  News  935  The  Moral  Maze 
with  Michael  Buerk 
1030-1030  News;  King  Street 
Junta  (FM  only).  School 
comedy  created  by  Jim 
Bdridge  and  written  in  six 
parts  by  Paul  Copley.  Starring 
Kart  Howman  and  James 

1030  Daily  £Lrtee  (LW  only) 

hr  Jenni  Murray.  Serial:  Glean 
Break  by  Val  Mcbermid  read 

Correspondent 

1230  News;  You  and  Yount,  with 
Tasneem  SidcSor 
1235pm  Worthy  Wise.  Peter 
Hobday  is  rninBM  *•* eu- 
Breft.  Rfch£ 

Lorelei  Wnr _ _ 

■ — l  The  World  at  One 
1-40  Tire  Archers  (r)  138 
Shipping  Forecast 
230  News;  True  Blue,  by  Jez 
Simons  and  Jyoti  PateL  An 
Asian  woman  dreams  of 
„  a  Conservative  MP 

330  News;  The  Afternoon  aim. 

with  Date  Brehan 
430  News  435  Kaleidoscope 
Paul  AUen  reviews  the  RovaJ 
aiakespeare  Company’s 
production  o!  Lord  Byron's 
Olay  Cain 
445  Short.1 


I  by  Simon 
“aoe  and 
5  Weather 


by  Piarida 


The  Breeder, 


530  PM  530  Shipping  Forecast 
535  Weather 
530  Six  O’clock  News 
630  Ofd  Many's  Gam.  A 
comedy  series  set  In  Hell  by 
Andy  Hamilton  (3/6) 

730  News  735  The  Archers 
7-20  Nouveau  Ruined.  Sara 
Parker  meets  people  who  - 
began  the  1990s  with  affluent 
fifestytes,  but  who  me  now 
having  to  butid  new  fives 
much  further  down  the 
financial  ladder 
530  Analysis:  Welcome  .. 
Dcvetopmants?  Michael 
Prest  asks  whether  succes&fii 
developing  countries,  the  -. 
persistence  of  poverty  n  the 
■ndustriafeed  wortd  and  the 
to  of  global  markets 
undermined  the  concept 
of  poor  countries 
**-45  Shed  Uves:  Prozac.  The  first 
2  a  new  series  ol  the  cttaus 
wtortes  of  products  which 

Weather 

32-22  P1®  Worid  Toitight 

1045  Book  at  Bedtime:  inside  Mr 
Ertdartiy.  by  Anthony 
Bypass.  Ftead  by  the  tale  Sir 

CallCofeeL  Ray  Bradbury 
introduces  the  firk  of  a  senes 

■*i  stories  fMn 

1130-1230  Ad  Ub  (FM  only). 
Robert  Robinson  taB<s  to 

1230  (LW) 

32-52 ‘nd  Vfeatfier- 

1230  The  UOb  Book:  Sucking 


by 


Michael  Cason.  L 

1248  Shipp^  Forecast  130  As 

wa 
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A  warm  welcome  for  a  reminder  of  summer 


Fortune  favours  the  documen¬ 
tary-maker  who  serves  up  a 
reminder  of  an  endless  hoi 
summer  on  a  night  when  most  of 
the  country  is  in  the  icy  grip  of  a,  so 
far.  short  but  very  cold  winter. 

Doubly  fortunate  then  is  Lucy 
Blakstad.  who  once  she  had  the 
simple  idea  of  making  a  Gyon-tbe- 
dhnng-board  documentary  about 
Brockwefl  Park  Lido  in  south 
London  could  not  go  wrong. 
Actually,  on  second  thoughts  and 
given  BBC2's  annoying  habit  of 
making  the  least  of  a  great  idea, 
she  might  easily  have.  But  she 
didn’t  —  Modern  Times:  Lido 
(BBC2)  was  a  treat  and  should  be 
made  instantly  available  on  pre¬ 
scription  to  those  who  suffer  from 
Sad,  seasonal  affective  disorder. 
Ifs  all  that  blue,  I  expea  —  very 
healing. 

The  visual  appeal  of  outdoor 
swimming  pools  has  been  recog¬ 
nised  by  umpteen  artists  and  film¬ 
makers  —  David  Hockney,  Peier 


Greenaway  and  whoever  ii  is  who 
made  that  strange  thing  dial  is  not 
sure  whether  it  is  a  commercial  for 
BT  or  a  music  video  for  Dave 
Stewart,  to  name  but  ump-thrce. 

As  a  result  we  already  knew 
what  Blaks  tad's  film  was  going  t.. 
look  like  —  the  blue  of  the  pool 
contrasting  with  the  pale  of  the 
concrete  surrounds.  She  even  dug 
the  star  filters  out  from  rime  to 
time,  those  clever  little  camera 
things  that  make  water  go  all 
twinkle,  nv  ink'y. 

Similarly,  (rum  the  moment  the 
soundtrack  began  with  some  un¬ 
seen  old  dear  saying  “ooh,  the 
water’s  lovely  today  -  all  silky", 
we  also  knew  exactly  what  her  film 
was  going  to  contain.  Sure  enough, 
all  human  life  —  old,  young:  rich, 
poor;  gay.  straight ...  you  know 
the  form  —  was  duly  encountered. 

.  But  despite  the  predictability  — 
people  struggling  in  and  out  of 
their  clothes,  serious  swimmers 
swimming  serious  lengths,  life¬ 


guards  perched  on  high  chairs  — 
Blakstad  had  enough  surprises  to 
make  the  expected  unexpected  and 
her  film  a  gently  undemanding 
delight 

The  obligatory  quick  flash, 
for  example,  improbably 
came  courtesy  of  Sir  Robin 
Butler,  who  kicks  off  his  working 
day  as  the  head  of  the  Civil  Service 
with  a  few  leisurely  lengths  and  a 
wrestling  match  with  a  pink 
towelling  tabard.  Sadly,  while  the 
garment’s  design  was  ingenious, 
its  cut  proved  inadequate  for  the 
task  of  total  concealment. 
Blakstad.  I  fear,  may  have  quite  a 
wait  for  that  daraehood. 

With  so  much  exposed  flesh 
around,  sex  reared  its  head  about 
every  three  minutes.  Bur  while  the 
lido  lizards  oggled  the  girls  in 
topless  comer  and  macho  Italians 
fantasised  in  sub-titles,  the  only 
couple  to  find  true  romance  was 
lesbian.  Sophie  and  Lisa  eventual- 


REVIEW 


Matthew 

Bond 


!y  got  "married"  at  the  poolside  in 
an  evening  ceremony  that  was 
straight  out  of  Greenaway’s 
Drowning  by  Numbers  —  apart 
from  the  tact  that  nobody  drowned 
and  they  all  kept  their  cossies  on. 

There  were  more  macho  Italians 
on  display  in  A  Slice  of  Life 
(BBC2).  "America  gave  us  the 
music  and  Italy  gave  us  the  coffee,” 
we  were  told,  as  Ray  Gosling  and  a 
Roy  Or  bison  lookalike  fondly  re¬ 


called  the  heyday  of  the  British 
coffee  bar.  If  only  the  Italians  had 
stuck  at  Gaggia  machines. 

But  alas,  as  this  qiLte  excellent 
history  of  British  cuisine  showed,  a 
far  more  fiendish  culinary  export 
was  on  its  way.  the  Italian  waiter 
—  a  species  whose  sole  purpose, 
despite  more  than,  30  years  of 
evolution,  remains  unchanged:  to 
flirt  with  your  girlfriend  while 
dispensing  peppery  largesse  with 
a  grinder  the  size  of  a  baseball  bat 
Why  more  of  them  have  not  been 
beaten  to  a  riramisu  with  said 
grinders  remains  one  of  the  great 
mysteries  of  the  restaurant  world. 

The  programme,  no  doubt  made 
by  a  bevy  of  bella  signorinas.  took 
a  more  sympathetic  view,  allowing 
a  whole  host  of  trattoria  pioneers 
to  recall  the  days  when  olive  oil 
was  only  available  on  prescription 
and  Len  Deighton  would  write 
thrillers  at  table  four.  The  music, 
the  vines,  the  raffia-w  -apped  bot¬ 
tles  —  it  was  all  a  hour  creating 


ambience  and  atmosphere,  they 
explained.  “Sometimes  the  waiter 
even  sang  along."  Yes.  didn’t  they 
jusL 

Thankfully,  there  were  diver¬ 
sions.  principally  in  the  form  of 
Katharine  Whitehom.  Elizabeth 
David  and  Wimpy  bars.  I  particu¬ 
larly  enjoyed  the  Wimpy  boss 
recalling  the  days  when  his  bur¬ 
gers  were  served  at  Buckingham 
Palace  garden  parties  —  “the 
Queen  thought  it  might  be  fun"  — 
and  Whitehom  archly  remember¬ 
ing  the  struggle  to  make  her  book. 
Cooking  in  a  Bedsitter,  different. 
“There  were  lots  of  cookery  books 
for  beginners  —  brides  we  called 
them  in  those  days."  Lovely. 

A  fortnight  on  from  Rose 
West  being  found  guilty, 
you  wonder  what  there  is 
left  to  say  about  the  horrific  goings 
on  at  Cromwell  Street.  On  the 
basis  of  Inside  25  Cromwell  Street 
(BBC!)  the  answer  is  both  nothing 


and  everything.  Nothing,  because 
little  of  what  was  related  by  Mae 
and  Stephen  West  was  new  and 
everything,  because  it  is  still  an 
extraordinary  experience  to  see 
and  hear  .  these  Two  pleasant 
enough  looking,  pleasant  enough 
sounding  people  calmly  tell  the 
story  of  their  awful  lives. 

At  the  beginning,  both  expressed 
surpr.ie  about  their  mother  being 
found  guilty — Stephen  beca  use  he 
didn’t  believe  there  was  enough 
evidence  and  Mae  because  she 
believes  her  mother  is  innocent  By 
the  end.  however,  both  of  them  had 
furnished  enough  drcumstantiaJ 
evidence  to  suggest  justice  had 
been  done.  One  small  detail  will 
stay  with  me  for  a  long  time,  it  was 
the  gradual  realisation  that  Ste¬ 
phen  had  shaved  the  bushy  eye¬ 
brows  he  inherited  from  his  father, 
eyebrows  that  would  have  labelled 
him  a.  West  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 
It's  not  just  the  sins  that  are  visited 
upon  the  son. 


mifj 


oated 


actioned 


6.00am  Business  Breakfast  (14295) 

730  BBC  Breakfast  News  (47165587) 

9.10Kflroy  (6794787) 

10X10  News  (Ceefax),  regional  news  and  weather 
(9819723)  10.05  Can’t  Cook,  Won’t  Cook  (s) 
(1383754) 

10-30  Good  Morning  with  Anne  and  Nick  (s)  (19755) 
12.00  News  (Ceefax),  regional  news  and  weather 
(8712465)  12.05pm  Pebble  MOI  (s)  (5968397) 
12-50  Regional  News  and  weather  (64807842) 
1-00  One  O'clock  News  (Ceefax)  and  weather  (78281) 
1.30  Neighbours  (Ceefax)  (s)  (96340991)  1.50  The 
Flying  Doctors  (Ceefax)  (s)  (2165787)  2.35  This  Is 
Your  Lite  (r)  (Ceefax)  (s)  (5886858)  3.05 
Timekeepers  (s)  (6937620) 

3^0Moomfn  (1788194)  3£5  Monster  Cate  (s) 
(3091303)  4.10  The  Animals  of  Farthing  Wood 
(Ceefax)  (s)  (1075026)  4.35  Smart  (Ceefax)  (s) 
(1346755)  5.00  Newsround  (Ceefax)  (3770262) 
5.10  The  Biz.  Hun*  is  so  desperate  for  a  girlfriend  that 
even  Emma  win  da.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (8138991) 

5-35  Neighbours.  Mark  is  disconcerted  by  Lucy's  way  of 
repaying  his  kindness  (r)  (Ceefax)  (s)  (603281) 

530  Six  O’clock  News  (Ceefax)  (378) 

&30  Regional  News  magazines  (858) 

7.00  Top  of  the  Pops.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (7649) 


nun  (ear 


i*  double 


Arthur  Fowter  ts  front  page  news  (7.30pm)  • 

730  EastEndero.  Mark  tries  to  defend  the  family  name 
but  it's  a  day  of  reckoning  for  Arthur.  With  Bfll 
Treachar  (Ceefax)  (s)  (842) 

8.00  Antoni  HodpKal.  Rolf  Harris  explores  the  work  ol 
an  RSPCA  hospital.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (6397) 

&30  The  Brittas  Empire:  The  Chop.  Leisure  centre-set 
comedy  starring  Chris  Barrie  (r)  (Ceefax)  (s)  (5804) 

9.00  Nine  O’clock  News  (Ceefax),  regional  news  and 
weather  (9842) 

9:30  Roughnecks.  Action  at  sea  and  ashore  In  the 
drama  series  about  oil  platform  workers.  (Ceefax) 
(s)  (125113) 

10-20  mm  Indecent  Assault  (Ceefax) 

ffraPw  (s)  (575281)  WALES:  10.20  The  Slate 
(437620)  11.00  Redcaps  (4587)  1130  Question 
Time  (88200)  12L30am£A0  Rim:  Jenny  Kissed  Me 
(46156) 

1QJS0  Question  Taws  In  Belfast,  David  Oimbteby  is 
joined  by  three  MPs:  the  Shadow  Secretary  of 
Northern  Ireland.  Mo  Mowlam,  Ulster  Unionist 
leader  David  Trimble  and  SDLP  leader  John  Hume. 
(Ceefax)  (516216) 

11 J50  FILM:  Jenny  Kissed  Me  (1984)  starring  tvar  Kants, 
Deborra-Lee  Furness,.  Tamsin  West  and  Paula 
Duncan.  Australia!  drama.  A  man’s  fife  is  thrown 
into  turmofl  when  his  common-law  wife  and  her 
daughter  move  to  a  new  life  n  the  city.  He  is 
heartbroken  that  he  Is  now  redundant  as  a  lather  he 
loves  foe  chHd  as  if  she  were  his  own.  Then  he  Is 
diagnosed  as  having  career.  Feeling  he  has 
nothing  to  lose,  he  becomes  determined  to  find  the 
happiness  to  which  he  feels  he  is  entitled.  Directed 
by  Brian  Trenchard-SrrSfo  (Ceeiax)  (474194) 

1 -20am  Weather  (2071885) 


VARIATIONS 


6.00am  Technology  Season 

730  Breakfast  News.  (Signing)  (9226200) 

7.15  Lassie  (2008216)  7.40  Swat  Kate  (r)  (7920858) 
aos  Blue  Peter  (r).  (Ceefax)  (s)  (2218533)  &35 
The  Record  (s)  (7658939)  9.00  Nancy  Wake, 
Code  Name:  White  Blouse  (r)  (3428620)  9.50 
Pnie  Leith  (r)  (3209552)  10.00  Ptaydays  (s) 
(2733295) 

10.25  FILM:  Squibs  (1935,  bAv).  Musical  with  Betty 
Balfour  and  Gordon  Marker.  Directed  by  Henry 
Edwards  (8955674) 

11. 40  The  Fugitive  (fctfw)  (r).  (Ceeiax)  (4613755) 
1&30pm  Working  Lunch  (s)  (46281) 

1.00  The  Family  Ness  (r)  (26254007)  1.05  Bump  (r) 
(26253378)  1.10  Spot  (r)  (26243991) 

1.15  Movie  Magic  (t)  (44633823)  1.40  Glynn 
Christian’s  Microwave  (s)  (15620755)  1 35 
Helping  Hand  (15610378)  2.10  A  Century  of 
Warfare  (9877804) 

3.00  News  (Ceefax)  and  weather;  Westminster  With 
Nick  Ross.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (2985281)  355  News 
(Ceefax)  and  weather  (971 7823) 

4X)0  Today’s  the  Day  (s)  (571)  4J30  Ready,  Steady, 
Cook  (s)  (755)  5,00  The  Oprah  Winfrey  Show 
(541 1552)  5/40  Unspeakable  Verse  (966397)  5.55 
Turning  Point  (889755) 

630  Star  Trek;  Deep  Space  Nine.  Science-fiction 
adventure  series.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (507465) 

645  The  O  Zone.  Pop  magazine  (s)  (193620) 

7 .00  Waiting  For  God  (r).  (Ceefax)  (s)  (8991) 

7.30  First  Sight  A  Little  Local  Difficulty.  Lambeth 
Council.  Dying  to  redeem  a  London  borough  with  a 
bed  reputation.  (484).  WALES:  740  Homeland; 
EAST.  7.30  Matter  ol  Fact;  MIDLANDS:  7.30 
Midlands  Report,  SOUTH:  7.30  Southern  Eye; 
SOUTH-WEST:  730  Close  Up;  WEST:  7.30  Close 
Up  West 

8.00  public  Eye.  Rogue  operators  in  the  coach  industry. 
(Ceefax)  (s)  (4939) 

(L30  Top  Gear.  The  new  Escort-sized  Rover  200  series. 
(Ceefax)  (s)  (9674) 

9.00  The  Ghostbusters  Of  East  Finchley.  Comedy 
drama  serial.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (7484) 

93011W  Young  Ones  (r}r  (Ceefax)  (39945) 


Unorthodox  doctor  Patrick  Hickey  (10.00pm) 

Eli  Doctors  In  the  Dock:  A  Fatal 
SIS  Prescription.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (39084) 


lOJOgg 

10.30  Newsnight  (Ceeiax)  (772465) 

11.15  Late  Review  (s)  (730129)  11.55  Weather  (343945) 
12.00  Midnight  Hour.  Pofitca)  chat  (s)  (42021) 
12j3Qam-S.OO  The  Learning  Zone 


VUeoPfae*  red  the  Vktoo  PtusCodra 

Tna  cuTtien  row  to  each  TV  program*:  gang  aw  Video  PkJcCoOe" 
nunbarc.  Mdcti  atou  you  K>  pmaarttm  vox  «doo  recorder  (rtfiart'*  wsh 
aVUecPUS-t  ■  hands*.  Vldaorius+  can  be  irad  wW  most  videos.  Tap  In 
Ihe  Video  PiaCodB  l or  (he  prog ramrrw  jnu  sen  lo  record  For  mtw» 
i  0839  171 204  (cats  r - -  — 


dAfe  col  VUeoPks  cn  0839  171204  leads  cost ' 

ni  ether  brr'cs)  or  unto  bj  Vldec&us  * .  Accrmt  I 
PtenaeonWvn,  London  SW11  3TH  Wdeoofte*  f).  PVacode  (“)  iM 
Video  FVopramnwr  are  uaiijrmrtco  of  Gfemsur  Efeurtcpmmr  Ud. 


!  Ttptewi  cheap  rate, 
fwpbd.  5  fiery  HOU®. 


•CHOICE 


Baden-Poweffs  scouting  legacy  (C4, 9.00pm) 

Secret  Lives:  Baden-Powefl  —The  Boy  Man 

Channel  4. 9.00pm 

Alter  the  attempt  to  brand  Edward  VIII  as  a  traitor  to 
his  country,  this  is  a  relatively  mild  reassessment  of 
the  founder  of  the  scout  movement.  The  young  Baderv- 
PbwelJ  may  have  got  a  kick  out  of  watching  executions, 
but  this  sadism  vanished  in  the  savagery  of  the  First 
World  War.  As  a  young  man.  too.  he  had  close  male 
friendships  and  enjoyed  looking  at  photographs  of 
naked  boys,  though  any  homosexual  impulses  were 
Sturdily  repressed.  Like  the  Duke  of  Windsor  he 
admired  the  Nazi  regime.  But  when  all  this  is  said  he 
emerges  as  a  not  dishonourable  figure,  whose  legacy  is 
25  million  Scouts  throughout  167  countries.  The  film 
even  claims  that  scouting  is  the  largest  movement  in 
world  history  outside  organised  religions. 

Peak  Performance  What  Makes  MDo  Fly? 

/TV,  7.30pm 

Lavmia  Milosoviri  is  the  Romanian  gymnast  who 
thrilled  the  crowds  at  the  Barcelona  Olympics.  The 
judges  were  also  impressed,  because  they  awarded  her 
a  gold  medal.  Four  years  on  she  is  aspiring  to  even 
greater  heights.  She  wants  to  be  acknowledged  as  the 
best  gymnast  in  the  world.  But  although  she  is  still 
only  19.  time  is  not  on  her  side.  She  is  now  taller  and 
heavier  than  the  best  gymnasts  tend  to  be  and  her 
body  has  changed  shape.  Watching  her  backward 
somersaults  on  a  four-inch  beam,  slowed  down  eighty 
times  to  bring  out  the  enormity  of  the  skill,  you  might 
think  she  is  still  in  pretty  good  form.  But  as  the  World 
Championships  loom  in  Tokyo  there  are  plenty  of 
upstart  l5-yea«*i5.  ready  to  lake  her  crown. 

Redcaps:  Indecent  Assaulf 

BBCI.  lOJOpm 

Those  who  complain  that  television  is  drenched  in  sex 
may  be  alarmed  to  find  that  it  crops  up  even  in  this 
senes  about  the  Royal  Military  Police.  But  with  the 
integration  of  women  soldiers  into  men’s  units  three 
years  ago,  hanky-panky,  and  worse,  was  probably 
inevitable.  Three  such  cases,  or  alleged  cases  since  the 
accused  stoutly  maintain  their  innocence,  are  brought 
voyeuristically  before  the  cameras.  Two  women  daim 
that  a  senior  NCO  asked  them  to  remove  their 
underclothing.  A  corporal  on  his  last  day  in  the  Army, 
and  with  a  £40.000  redundancy  cheque  in  his  sights,  is 
accused  by  five  women  of  indecent  assault.  And  we  are 
treated  to  foe  serpentine  tale  of  a  soldier,  his  wife,  three 
children  by  different  fathers  and  a  death  threat 

Doctors  in  the  Dock:  A  Fatal  prescription 
BBC2. 10.00pm 

Patrick  Hickey  succeeded  his  father  as  a  GP  in 
Cornwall  but  soon  got  disillusioned  with  conventional 
medicine.  He  embraced  alternative  therapies  and 
opened  one  of  foe  first  holistic  medical  centres  in  the 
National  Health  Service.  With  his  sandals  and,  at  one 
time,  big  black  beard,  he  was  an  unconventional  figure 
who  used  unorthodox  methods.  He  was  convinced  that 
his  approach  could  help  drug  addicts,  but  a  young 
junkie  died  after  injecting  himself  with  medicine  Dr 
Hickey  had  prescribed.  Declaring  that  the  doctor  was 
a  danger  to  foe  public,  the  General  Medical  Council 
struck  him  off.  Looking  back  on  foe  episode,  Hickey 
feels  he  was  victimised  for  being  different  and  hie 
continues  the  fight  for  reinstatement.  Peter  Waymark 


CARLTON 


6.00am  GMTV  (8770736) 

9.25  Supermarket  Sweep  (s)  (8858736) 

&55  London  Today  (Teletext)  (4337674J 

10.00  The  Time...  The  Place  (sj  (2790303) 

10^5  This  Morning.  Magazine  show  (2734129) 
1220pm  London  Today  (Teletext)  (8718649) 

1230 ITN  Lunchtime  News  and  weather  (Teletext) 
(2649587) 

1JL55  Home  and  Away  (Teletext)  (2551378) 

1.25  Ernmerdale  (r)  (Teletext)  (446401 13) 

1.55  A  Country  Practice  (s)  (96441674) 

220  Vanessa:  Vanessa  Makeover  (Teletext)  (s) 
(18226755) 

250  The  Lady  Ktltera  (r)  (Teletext)  (5797910) 

320  TIN  News  headlines  (Teletext)  (8282397) 

325  London  Today  (Teletext)  (8281668) 

3.30  The  Rtddters  (3910484)  3.40  Wtzadora  (S) 
(6188465)  3.50  Rupert  the  Bear  Birthday 
Special  (Part  1)  (3914200)  4.05  Garfield  and 
Friends  (8322026)  4.15  Fantomcat  (s)  (1069465) 

4.40  Woofl  (Teletext)  (s)  (1620755) 

5.10  After  5  with  Caron  Keating.  Michael  Douglas  talks 
about  his  role  in  The  American  President.  (Teletext) 
(2663668) 

5.40  ITN  News  and  weather  (Teletext)  (953823) 

5-55  Your  Shout  Viewers  air  their  views  (876281) 

6.00  Home  and  Away  (r).  (Teletext)  (674) 

620  London  Tonight  (Teletext)  (246) 


Chris  and  Rachel  marry  in  secret  (7.00pm) 

7.00  Ernmerdale  (Teletext)  (8945) 

7.30  Peak  Performance:  What  Makes  Milo 

Fly?  (Teletext)  (s)  (910) 

&00The  Bill.  Loxton  becomes  the  butt  of  jokes  at  Sun 
Hill  after  he  sets  off  a  smoke  alarm  in  a  night  efub. 
(Teletext)  (1465) 

820  Michael  Barrymore’s  My  Kind  of  People. 

Amateurs  entertain.  (Teletext)  (s)  (3200) 

9.00  RUIfl:  Tightrope  (1984)  starring  Clint  Easlwood. 
Exciting  thriller  with  Eastwood  as  a  policeman  who 
has  to  confront  his  own  pyscho-sexual  nature  when 
he  hunts  the  killer  of  prostitutes.  Includes  some 
terrifying  and  disturbing  scenes.  Directed  by 
Richard  Tuggle.  Continues  after  the  news. 
(Teletext)  (7736) 

10.00  ITN  News  at  Ten  and  weather  (Teletext)  (80718) 
10.30  London  Tonight  (Teletext)  (882484) 

10.40  FILM:  Tightrope  continued  (6700281) 

11.45  Big  City  (s)  (309812) 

12.15am  FILM:  Steptoe  and  Son  Ride  Again  (1973) 
starring  Wilfrid  Brambelf,  Harry  H.  Corbett  and 
Diana  Dors.  Funny  only  tor  fans.  Directed  by  Peter 
Sykes.  (563359) 

205am  Shift  (9720048) 

3.00  The  Beat  (r)  (s)  (7700682)  335  The  Album  Show 

W  13)  19590243) 

4.45  Profile.  The  Rolling  Stones,  (r)  (s)  (79465408) 

5.00  Vanessa  (i)  (Teletext)  (s)  (13156) 

520  ITN  Morning  News  (47576).  Ends  at  6.00 


CHANNEL  4 


620am  Ulysses  31.  Cartoon  series  (r)  (33620) 

7.00  The  Big  Breakfast  (68804) 

9.00  FILM:  Under  Capricorn  (1949)  starring  Michael 
Wilding,  Ingrid  Bergman,  Joseph  Cotten  and 
Margaret  Leighton.  A  melodrama  set  in  19th-century 
Australia.  Directed  by  Allred  Hitchcock  (68571 755) 
11.10  Unsigned.  A  painter  who  loses  his  muse  makes  a 
contract  with  Ihe  devil  (8777787) 

1 120  Putting  Art  In  its  Place.  Don  Rankin's  access  trail 
for  the  Yorkshire  Sculpture  Park's  physically  and 
visually  impaired  visitors  (r)  (6945) 

12.00  House  To  House.  Political  magazine  (24571) 
12L30pm  Sesame  Street  with  Maya  Angelou  (77804) 
130  The  Wonderful  Wizard  of  Oz  (r)  (s)  (36506567) 
1.55  Carwash  Love.  A  bored  housewife  finds  passion  in 
a  car  wash  (15701674) 

2.10  FILM:  The  Glass  Mountain  (1950,  b/w)  starring 
Michael  Denison.  Dukrie  Gray  and  Valentina 
Cortese.  A  weepie  directed  by  Henry  Cass 
■  (353533) 

4.00  Think  Tank.  Team  quiz.  (Teletext)  (s)  (939) 

4.30  Fifteen  To  One.  (Teletext)  (s)  (823) 

5.00Rickl  Lake:  My  Mother  Treats  My  Boyfriend 

Batter  Than  Me.  (Teletext)  (s)  (7327216)  5.45 
Terrytoons  tallowed  by  Murun  Buchstansangur 
(950736) 

6.00  Home  improvement  American  comedy  series 
starring  Tim  Allen  as  the  host  of  a  television  do-if- 
yoursetf  advice  show.  (Teletext)  (s>  (216) 

6.30  New  Gamesm  aster.  Computer  and  video  games 
magazine  (s)  (668) 

7.00  Channel  4  News.  (Teletext)  (714113) 

7.50  The  Slot  Viewers’  video  soapbox  (765281 ) 

8.00  Hands  Up.  Education  magazine  series.  (Teletext) 
(S)  (9007) 

8  JO  Sophie's  Meat  Course:  Lamb.  Sophie  Grigson, 
with  master  butcher  Graham  Portwine,  shows  how 
to  bone,  butterity  and  trim  lamb.  (Teletext)  (s) 
(1842) 

9.00  EffijuKpi  Secret  Lives:  Baden-Poweil  —  The 
Boy  Man.  (Teletext)  (s)  (5378) 


Danny  Aiello  as  foe  UHer  Jack  Ruby  (1 0.OOpm) 

10.00  FILM:  Ruby  (1992)  starring  Danny  Aiello  and 
Sheri lyn  Fenn.  A  drama  about  Jack  Ruby,  the  night 
club  owner  who  shed  dead  Lee  Harvey  Oswald 
Directed  by  John  Mackenzie.  (Teletext)  (s) 
(96940200) 

12.05am  Apache  Goes  Indian.  Alter  a  short  break, 
ragga  star  Apache  Indian  recomnwnces  his 
personal  exploration  of  Bombay.  (Teletext)  (s) 
(3199866) 

1235  Dispatches  (r)  (Teletext)  (7019427) 

1.25  FILM:  The  Brain  Machine  (1955,  b/w)  starring 
Elizabeth  Allan,  Patrick  Barr  and  Maxwell  Reed.  A  B- 
movie  British  thriller  written  and  directed  by  Ken 
Hughes  (1146953) 

2L55  Yo  Yo  Ma  and  foe  Kalahari  Bushmen.  The 
Chinese  cellist  travels  to  the  Kalahari  to  experience 
the  life  of  busrimen  who  have  lived  there  lor 
centuries  and  also  to  search  for  common  musical 
grounds  (r)  (s)  (5015779).  Ends  at  3.50 


■lip 


>■ 


^ANGLIA  . 

fUl*  :  '.«*•  London  Bxcepfc  1235  Ernmerdale 

L  (2551378)  1 .25-1-53  Home  and  Away 

\44W0113)  250320  ttgh  Brad  (5797310) 
5L10440  SfaortJand  strax  (26636B0)  630-. 
.  .  7X0  Angfcs  News  (24 6)  11 -4S  First  Take 

P0BM2)  12.1S»m  Good  <76683) 

1245  Rim.  A  f=»ghttng  Choree  (413M0)2Jp 
Bed  erf  Motorsport  (4343770)  JL55 

The  Beal  (5Q17137)  4X0  Orwroa.  Cinema, 
-  Cinema  (811W738)  4.15  ttett :  MgM 
(90583359)  440  Phenomena  (327209531 

CENTRAL 

Aa  London  oscapfc  ZS0030  High  Food 
-  -  @797910)  5.10*40  Shonland  Street 

(2G63668)  025-7X10  Central  Naw©  and- 
Waattar  (8K2039)  11-45  Tates  from  the 
Crypi  (309&42)  155a©  Jofcflnder  (7E52427) 
5L20  Asian  Eye  (1178576) 

GRANADA 

.  As  London  avef£:  12J54J25  Shonland 
"  '  areot  (2551378)  1.25  Home  and  Away 

08513485)  ISO  Vanersaa  (36411465)  220 
the  Lady  KBere  (18226756)  2SU&20 
Bawd*  (5797910)  S.1O-SA0  A  Couraiy 
Pn*flce  (2663668)  &25-7JOO  Granada  To¬ 
night  (882939)  11 .45-12.1 5w  Cosch 
(3068429  4AS4LOO  JoOfinder  (7£M6640tfl 

HIV  WEST 

A*  London  auiiiopfc  12^5  Shorttend  Swart 
(5885649).  1.20  Coronation  Street 
(44641842}  250320  Gardening  Tima 
{57979  to)  5.105.40  A  Country  Practice 
Cafl8366ffl  0J0-74M  »flV  Naw  (246)  1 1-4« 
Teles. trem  aie  CrypL  (3Q9642J  4-45am 
.  J0Whi*y(794S&M) 

HTV  WALES 

As  HTV  WEST  «*cwj4:  HTV 

Wales  News  (4337674)  1Z20p rnnZSOjmt 
Wales  News  and  *****  l£££g 

ato  DBsgrwd  ty  Emanua* 

aao  HTV  Wales  Mews 
Wetes  TwWrt  (246)  7-30-SJW  Wales  This 

and  wearer  (882484)  11AO  Pa* 

^  ntanoa  (309842) 

MERIDIAN 

A»london  except  aSSaw-IO®  Merid¬ 
ian  News  aid  Weattw  4*337674)  1®^*^ 
ipso  uandan  News  and  Weather 
(87*649)  12SS  Emoiefdote  (^13^ 
12S-1SS  Home  and  Away  I«e40ti3) 
ZSiyX2a  Shonland  sneat  (579791^»- 


Tima  Trax  .  (452587)  1ZA5an  Rm;  .. 
Hg«*Xl  Cfwce  (41 3040)  3JQ  Best  rt  British 
Motoreport  (4243779)  The  Bert 

(5017137)  3^0  Ctnema,  Cinema,  Gnema 
(9110479^  4.1S  Qub  Night  (305933591 440 
Phenomena  (32720963)  5.00  Freesoreen 
(13158) 

WESTCOUNTRY 
As  -London  exeapt:  9.55-10.00 
Westcoun&Y  Atews  H337B74J  12JQpm 
WosJeounny  News  (8727397)  1SL2S-UL30 
My  Slay.  18726668)  12^  Emmetdate 
(2S51378)  Ijas  Home  and  tony  (44640113) 
1JS220  The  Young  Dodoes  (B&M1B74) 
2SO-320  A  Country  Practice  (5797910) 
&254J0  We»»ur*y  News;  Weather 
182816681  5-1C-2L40  Home  Away 
(2863688)  aOt>-7.00  Wflsfcourtiry  Lnte. 
(58026)  1030-1040  Westcountiy  News; 
WBettw  (882484)  11 AS  ShOri  Story  CSnona 
(309842)  44bn  JoWtncter  (79465*08) 


3JH Mensan  news 

6.10  Home  am  finer/  (2B63B68) 

Dree  Unutes  -  Cnmestoppais  1*^ 

fiiw  ■  * — —  TmlnM  (674)  ojO'.W 


YORKSHIRE 

Aa  London  except  055-1000  Calendar 
News  and  Waiter  (4337674)  1220pm- 
12J30  Yoritshfce:  CaJenda  New  and  W» 
Iter  /  Bitsdate-  Neiworti  North  (B7186«5 
..ttja  EmmerOate  (2^513^  1'Sl'S 
Hone  and  Am«  (44640113)  2SO&20 
Shortiand  St^PTSTBIQl 
sMre:  Catend*  News  /  Blsdafe-  Nehwrfc 
North  (82J1668)  5.10-&40  Home  and  Am^t 
fyarMfift)  ;  «  Calendar  /  Nehwik  North 
M42552)  030-7.00  Btocktxjaers  (248) 
10304040  Calendar ’Nee*  end  Weather 
(882484)  11.45  Prisoner  CMt  flloch  H 
(811543)  1Z40em  Hter  Stand  Up  Vkgn 
Sokfiers  (430717)  830  Amenta’s  Top  Tan 
(8786601)  ZSO  Onsrin'Ctnema.  Onama 
(4247596)  3-2Q  Flnv  Far*  the  Music 
(8621437)  4JS0  JotrfiKter  JB306S8B) 

S4C 

States  TOO  The  Big  fteaMafit  (86804)  SLOO 
Hrtr  Under  Capncan  (68571755)  11.10 
Uraoied  (8777787)  1L30  Puffing  Art  In  «s 
Place  (6945)  IZOOppi  House  To  House 
(24571)  12J30  Tte'  P&lh  PSrther  Show 
(54278842)  12A0AAAHH11  Real  Monstsis) 
0897484)  \M  Slot  MWrei  fffISSI)  1 M 
Fflm-  Come  To  The  Stable  (25249571)  015 
Held  La ha  (2367216)  4J»  think  T«*  (939) 
430  The  Real  HoWay  Show  (823)  5.00  5 
Pump  uned  5  (3823)  530  Rftserv  To  C*» 
(303)  $30  Newyddjon  (501465)  0.15  Heno 
(SB2SS0)  730  PrJfaOl  Y  Cwn  (439194)  133 
Bjcha  HI  O  ’  Ma  (154842)  8A0  Cyw  Haul 
(9007)  830  Newyddfon  (1842)  9.00  Aria. 
Blwyddyn  Odrydd  p37^  1000  Rm: 
Obne  Friwc fc  (188113)  1145  Without 
WOOS:  UnpaSerf  (307484)  12.15am  Wtoout 
WaHs:  J'. Accuse  The  Efltfiusiasttc  Destfi  Of 
Treoftiy  Leary  P4324)  1246  The  Lass 
Europeans-  Crossng  ChanEb  (754427) 


SATELLITE 


•  For  more  comprebenshr 
listings  of  saldltte  and  cable 
channels,  see  the  Vision  sup¬ 
plement,  published  Saturday 
SKY  ONE _ ' 

740 am  The  DJ  Kfif  Show  (25587)  MO 
Mighty  Morphtn  Power  Rangers  149604)  830 
Press,  Your  Lut*  (44303)  MO  Court  TV 
(62755)  930  Oprah  Wintrey  (37303)  1030 
ConcemraDon  (68939)  11.00  Sally  Jessy 
Rrtrfurt  (14IXJ7)  12JJ0  Jeopardy  (4299T) 
1230pm  Deagnng  Women  (91755)  1.00 
The  Waltons  (ffiSiO)  200  Gereido  (81281) 
3JJO  Court  TV  (1484)  330  Opran  Wntrey 
(8768281)  430  Undun  (16eS6E8)  530  Sob 
Trek  (2736)  6J»  The  Srepsons  (6218)  630 
Jeopardy  (4668)  730  IAPD  (3465)  730 
M*A*S’H  13552)  MO  Due  South  (26465) 
9.00  The  Commfch  (19129)  1030  Siar  Tre*. 
(12216)  1130  Law  and  Order  (2BS00)  1200 
Lie  Show  (8377779)  1245am  The  Utv 
touchabies  (6715330)  130  Rachel  Quin 
(23971)  200  Hi  Mbc  Long  Play  (7210021) 

SKY  NEWS _ 

Nam  on  the  hour. 

UOwi  Sumaa  (919CS45)  1030  ABC 
MgMfne  (59281)  130  CSS  News  (86434) 
230  Parlamerfl  (65823)  330  Partamert 
(8674)  630  TorutfU  £5843  S30  WOrtdwefc 
Report  (754281)  1130  C8S  News  (93571) 
1230pm  ABC  News  (34796)  130  Tora^n 
wah  Adam  BtxjOon  Replay  @47501  230 
Newsmatai  (68601)  330  Pamarrot  (70446) 
430  C8S  News  (31156)  530-SJO  ABC 
News  (99494) 

SKY  MOVIES 


S30m  Showcasa  (54C6S)  830  Cteopatn 
ft  9®)  (4366620)  1200  The  AAmcte 
Worker  (1982)  (95484)  200pm  Walk  Lite 
a  Man  (1987)  (30668)  4JJ0  An  American 
Christawn  Caro!  (1979)  (7668)  630 
Meteor  Men  (1993)  (9741 6801  j  7M  US 
Top  Ten  (232692)  830  M  Butterfly  (1903) 
(22648)  1030  Joshua  Tree  (1953) 

(719007)  11-45  LBBpod  {1993}  (254397) 
1.15am  Secret  Sine  of  Ihe  Father  (1993) 
(568205)  250  tn  The  Line  of  Duty: 
Kidnapped  (1994)  (4343125)4206.00  An 
American  Chrtrtmaa  Card  (1979) 
(342156) 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD 


THE  MOVIE  CHANNEL 

&00om  The1  UcConnafl  story  (1955) 
145910)  8.00  The  Good,  The  Bed  and 
Hurideherry  Hound  (1988)  (76303)  10-00 
Bachelor  Knight  (1947)  (93113)  1200 
Paria  Hoflday  (1958)  (93026)  230pm  The 
Perfis  <rf  Rauflne  (1947)  (21910)  430  The 
Good,  The  Bad  and  HucUebeny  Hound 
p98B)  (8910)  6.00  Kktc  In  the  Wood 
(1994)  (14674)  8.00  Look  Who's  Talking 
Now  (1993)  (55649)  930 The  Mowte  Straw 
(77129)  1030  Avalanche  (1994)  (889084) 
1135  The  Red  Shoe  Otariee  No  3: 
Another  Wcsnarfa  UpeWdi  (1993) 
(381668)  1.10am  Look  Who'a  TaHng 
Now  (1993)  (5811561  250Tdtotod  Blood  - 
(1992)  (4341717)  430  Seeoby-doo  Meet* 
the  Boo  BreOwn  (340798) 

THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL 

Sky  Movfee  Gold  from  10pm  to  4am. 
630am  Urrbrefla  Tree  (45613465)  630 
Mlfprt  Babns  (33S25804)  7X0  Wrrte  Ihe 
Pooh  136488262)  730  Duddates  (36407397) 
8.00  Chip  n'  Dale  (29860194)  830  Wonder¬ 
land  <29889465)  200  Fraggte  Rock 
(290566*5)  930  Pooh  Comer  (63608649) 
1030  Dumbo  133649484)  1030  Ouficfc 
Attack  (29952129)  1130  Dsney  (36389945) 
1230  Sipbad  (29863281)  1230pm  The 
Torkrtsons  (63602*65)  130  Faene  Tate 
Thaana  (63690620)  230  Wondertmd 
(70436753  230  Under  the  UhtoeRa  Tree 
(624241131  330  Ftaggte  Rock  (70415263 
330  Wnre©  the  Pooh  (62506858)  430 
Quack  Altar*  (82415465)  430  Dudoalas 
(62411649)  530  dip  V  Data  (7D427O07) 
530  Danger  Bay  (62S0B129)  6.00  Tarzan 
(62425842)  6J0CHnosaat  (6241619^  730 
RIAL  Muppel  Chnsanaa  Cam  (5388C57T) 
835  Winnie  me  Pxb  and  Christmas  Too  . 
(97015736)  B.IO-mOO  Chartan  Heston 
(88844652) 

EUROSPORT  '  . 

730am  Equeslnarvan  (36007)  830  EumeU 
(62194)  930  3dlng  (50674)  930  SHng 
f 165711  1130  Tru*  Radng  (53297)  1230 
curofun  (66010)  1Z3Qpm  Snowboating. 
(88262)  130  Snoohar  (30571)  330  Snooker 
(2378)  330  Oftoad  (99113)  430  Si*Hrt*he 
<5475^  530  Alpine  Sttfg  (43115  630 
News  (2674)  730  SnooKer  (55378)  930 
Fooft&g  (76484)  1130  Grff  144262)  123D- 
1230am  EwosportNenB  (37137) 


430pm  Alerts  etti  Dirty  Facaa  (1838) 
(2910)  8.00  Summer  Stock  (1S50)  (1KM) 
830  tfauded  Honeymoon  (1886)  (H5rt  i 
1030  Red  Sonfa  (1885)  (231804)  1135 
Torment  (1944)  (2B157J)  1303.1  (torn 
BanaaA  ttm  VaBey  oMho  lUha  Vbeens 
(1979)  (421175) 


SKY  SPORTS 


7.00am  Sports  Centre  (48674)  730  Raeng' 
Nstfi  152287J  830  WnsMig  (828421  930 
AartMS  (£3372)  930  &tshrtbel)  (694204 
1230  Aer£»es  (71842)  1230pm  American 
Sports  (46533)  130  Pugby  {904 ffi)  230 
Port  (6634^1  530  Wrestling  (126 2)  830 


George  Bums,  Walter  Matthau 
The  Sims/trne  Boys  (TNT,  9pm) 

Sky  Sports  Centra  (8886)  630  Rugby  Union 
(137B)  730  TighrLmas  (704216)  7^5  Sports 
Centre  (9«194)  830  Ice  Warms  (55945) 
1030  Sports  CBrVB  (72571)  1030  Tight 
Lues  (*9023)  1130  Rugby  (19587) 

1230am  Ice  Wanton,  (51040)  230330 
Sports  Cerrtie  (973SO) 

SKY  SPORTS  2 _ 

730pm  Rugby  (6750991)  830  Port 
(5618281)  1130  NedJUSters  ©125115) 
12.00  Seating  (3688779)  12JO-130*m 
RUCpy  (8675798) 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

Cur  Certwy  (1662303)  5.00  4nra 
(4ffi0674)  630-730  Bography  [3632216) 

THE  SCi-Fl  CHANNEL 

1  Atom  Swamp  Thing  (1698885;  130  Ray 
BraAuy  Theafre  (8910682)  230  RUJ  The 
Ouaennas  Experreent  0121243)  330- 
4.00  Ray  Bradbury  Theatre  (7321353) 

TLC _ 

930am  MU  at  Heert  ©461303)  930  Smply 
Ctetores  (12344S4)  1030  Vrfs  lito’ 
(0595484)  1038  Park  hfcgti  (9487587)  1130 
a*  Human  (1830755)  1230  General 
(93KS33)  1230pm  Anmy's 
(12K2D0J  1.00  Oetaous  (1834571)  130 


VWd  a)  Heart  (1237571)  2.00  W3  t  Hurt? 
(7219378)  230  Lbe  is  tw  Uvtng  (S93B8S8) 
330  Arana!  Magnetism  (7221113)  330- 
430  VeTs  Lite  (8933303) 

UK  GOLD _ 

7.00ara  Angels  (1917858)  730  Neighbours 
(1853*65)  830  Sons  and  Daugrim 
(939 7S10)  830  EastEndos  (B396281J  930 
The  Bfi  (9387533)  830  The  Suttvans 
(1236&4?)  1030  Ail  Creaxas  Great  and 
Small  (1829643)  1130  Dales  (1632113) 
12.00  Sons  and  Daughters  P307397) 
1230pm  Neighbours  (13108581 130  Easl 
Enderfi  (19161^1  130  The  an  (1319129) 
230  The  Srttans  (62193151)  235  Are  You 
Behg  Served7  (3327113)  330  Angete 
(7223571)  330  Ektorado  (8839633)  430 
Casualty  (95164262)  5.05  Larry  Grayson's 
Generator!  Game  (41*815521  8.15  Kenny  s 
Comic  Cuts  (6620366)  635  EpsSnders 
(2346216)  730  PUorado  (7215552)  730 
Tax  (8848281)  830  George  and  Mtted 
(7224200)  830  Whal  A  Carry  On!  (7210007) 
930  Mnder  (5745216)  10.00  The  B4 
(6593120)  1035  Cfessc  Sport  (1244668) 
113S  KYTV  (2708552)  12.15am  Dr  Who 
(8330069)  12.45  RLM-  As  Ttme  Goes  By 
I37722Q5)  220  Shopprag  (60K6O40) 

TCC _ 

630am  Casper  (40755)  7.00  Pa*  Panther 
(45197)  730  Beady  or  Not  (14B42)  830 
VaRey  (14577)  830  Casper  835 
Dnaoabtes  (6532216)  930  Tiny  TCC 
(8710026)  1230pm  Taiy  TCC  (37262)  230 
HappSy  Ever  AHer  (3756)  330  Sorac  (1668) 
330 .Panther  (82001  430  CrtHomsa  (4007) 
430-5.00  Vafie/  High  (3991) 

NICKELODEON _ 

630m  Bue  (16262)  630  Count  Dudorfa 
(31200)  730  Batfir*  (1820910)  735  Teen¬ 
age  Tuttes  (3868649)  735  Rugrals  (950945) 
8.15  Doug  (S56&49)  835  Hod®  (57481291 
930  AWn  (596201  830  Pec-Wee  (68620) 
1030  Banana  Sandwch  (56007)  11.00 
Children's  BBC  (695711  1200  Rod® 

(79484)  1230pm  AaafthJ"  Heal  Monsters 
(99736)  130  Step  To  Shore  (43587)  130 
M^ry  Max  (380071  2.00  Speed  Racer 
(2945)  230  Galaxy  rtgh  (7939)  330  Core* 
Duckuta  (85521  330  Ret  Shop  £484]  430 
Teenage  Tulias  (T391J  430  Rugrals  (3303) 
530  Oanssa  ((787)  530  Fish  and  Ctepe 
(1755)  5.00  Dcjw  (8668)  630  Are  You 
AtrekP  (36201  730  Fori  and  Chps  (1543) 
736630  Nancy  Drew  (8804) 

DISCOVERY _ 

430pm  Nature  (88499101  430  Wild 
(88451941  5.00  Blue  Reuctuticri  (7212485) 
830  (mention  (893S587)  630  Beyond  2«» 


(1784465)  730  Space  Rendezvous 

(8846823)  830  WEaBie*  (7222842)  830 
Utra  Science  (7218649)  930  Subsl  Blood 
and  Ho new  (1284991)  930  Science  Detec¬ 
tives  (1225736)  1030  Srtxl  Submaiwes 
(5746045)  1130  Tap  Marques  (1296736) 
1130-1230  Special  Farces  (659)668) 

BRAVO _ 

1230  FILM’  The  Ffidaous  Sun  Demon 
(7612277)  130pm  Hcney  Vtesi  (1231397) 
230  Danger  Man  (6560939)  3.00  Scotland 
Yard  (7225939)  330  Man  Fnxn  Interpol 
(893712ED  4.00  FU*  Tvra  Way  Stretch 
(7229755)  6.00  Scotland  Yard  (8853113) 
030  UFO  (1771991)  730  The  Ptrtecicrs 
@840649)  630  Space  1999  (5W762Q)  930 
The  Prisoner  (5667484)  1030-12.00  FILM: 
Tommy  (1202387) 

PARAMOUNT _ 

8.00pm  Enertatrenent  (32fli)  830  l  Lwe 
Lucy  (1216)  830  Manama's  Place  1*0571) 
930  Lsveme  and  Stwtey  (80200)  1030 
Entertannert  1030  Kids  *i  the  Hal  (565331 
1130  Stedgehamnci  (25216)  1130  Pcfb- 
caUy  Incorrect  (28736)  1230  Entenatarrarf 
(33311)  1230em  I  Love  Lucy  (17B40)  1.00 
Manama's  Place  (27446)  130  taveme  and 
Stratey  (55717)  200 Entenairvnenr 230 Kids 
m  the  HaB  (95972)  330  Sledgelanmer 
(91822)  330430  PC  (882241 

UK  LIVING _ 

630am  fig cm  Hour  (7676571)  7.00  Maga¬ 
zine  (6464113)  930  The  Treatment 
12386668)  830  Kate  and  Afte  (5452620) 
10.00  Hearts  ol  CM  (1146858!  1030 
Entertainment  1130  The  Young  tnd  trie 
Resriess  (3237736)  113S  Food  od  Dte* 
(8380668)  1230pm  Brooks**  (5985850) 
135  Mray  (1358465)  2 30  Agony  Hour 
(4416129)  330  Livng  Magaane  (4083533) 
4.00  Enfaluebon  UK  (8722262)  430 
CrossvMs  (7876026)  5.05  Joker  6  WiH 
(59680194)  530  Bewftcten  (8742026)  630' 
Esther  (8749939)  630  BmokStte  (B127571) 
735  Jaiy  Springer  (7495113)  830  Tte 
Young  and  the  Redless  (4632533)  830 
FILM-  Crimral  Behavtor  (4635620)  1130- 
1230  Dangerous  Women  (6451649) 

FAMILY  CHANNEL _ 

530pm  The  Wander  rears  (6113)  530 
Triton  (7571)  630  Batman  (4484)  630 
Catehptease  (5736)  730  Ttetjurti  me 
Keyhole  (3649!  730  My  Two  Dark  (4620) 
030  The  Darting  Buds  o!  May  (93129)  9.00 
Ruth  RendeD  Mysteries  (61115)  10.00  fib 
Clued  Up  (96587)  1030  Neon  Riser  (76991) 
1130  Berman  (62991)  1230  Tte  Adven¬ 
tures  ol  Turin  (79137)  1230am  Concsrara- 
ton  |34576)  130  Zdno  (56072)  130  Rhorta 


(99175)  2.00  Neon  FWtr  (14156)  330 
Wwda  (43408)  330  Zono  (20682)  4.00  The 
Wonder  Years  (411751  430330  The  Back 
StaWon  (*4137) 

MTV _ 

630am  The  Gnnd  (84113)  730  3  from  1 
186321 13J  7.1S  Awake  (4345A7A)  B30 
Videos  (598552)  1030  Janet  Jackson 
(24656)  11.00  Sort  (926201  1230  Grearesi 
HC  (34823)  130pm  Non-Stop  (8554465) 
2.15  3  trom  1  (903358421 230  Sports  (5113) 
330  Onemacc  (6131587)  3.15  Hanging  Out 
(7491113)  430  News  4.15  Hangng  Out 
(27588041 430  Dial  MTV  (3649)  530  Dance 
Chan  (8571)  530  Hrtiping  OuVDaice 
(83939)  7.00  Greatest  Hits  1 13939)  830 
Most  Wanted  (38533)  930  Beams  and 
Bullhead  (35552)  1030  News  10.15  Cne- 
mafle  1030  Ason  Flirt  (85640)  1130  The 
End?  (88823)  1230am  Videce  (9005040) 

VH-1 _ 

7.00am  Power  Breaktasl  (8971277)  930 
Cafe  (1503129)  1230  Heart  and  Soul 
(2532262)  130pm  Vinyl  (2541910)  230 
Faiport  CcnvBnllon  (9413804)  330  Into  the 
Muse  (4362610)  630  MbtexH  Jackson 
(2634674)  7.00  VH-1  lor  You  (6769649)  6.00 
Wednesday  ReMew  (P776397)  930  Cto-GtB 
(6756533)  iaoo  Vinyl  (675)620)  1130  The 
Bnt&9  (8932804)  130am  F sopor!  Corwetv 
l)on  (1 72859^  100  Dawn  Pterrt 

ZEE  TV _ 

730am  Asian  Morning  (11220303)  930  Yule 
Lone  Stories  (52341674)  9.00  Tend  Ffrn 
(76177668)  1230  Dekh  Bha>  Dekh 

(58741610)  1230pm  Indus  Show 

(62571026)  130  FILM;  Zara  &  Zndagi 
(25550842)  430  Top  Ten  (44697B10)  5.00 
Zee  Zone  (5S7B8620)  530  Punjab  Folk 
(2 1 700484)  «30  DiBagi  (21 707397)  630 Zee 
and  U  (21798649)  730  H^iite  (59708484) 
730  Galaxzee  (21787533)  830  Hews 
(59784804)  830  Andaz  (59703K39)  930 
Urdu  Sena);  Kacrtsy  Dhaagey  (89513674) 
1030  Honor  Show  («3B367Sa)  1036 
Commander  ISG547277)  1130  Your  Zindagt 
(44605939)  1130-1230  Krishna  (46C60262) 

CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 

Cartoons  Sam  to  7pm,  then  TNT  Rims. 
7.00pm  The  Prisoner  at  Zend*  (1952) 
(364066681  9.00  Ths  Sunshine  Boys 
(1975)  (£6575378)  1130  The  Conguerkn 
Power  (1921)  116022484)  1233  Im  Besau 
(1944)  (53022088)  233-530  La  Tate 
Contra  Ire  Urn  (1958)  015*157$ 

CNN/QVC _ 

CNN  provides  BUiovr  non  and  QVC  fa 
the  home  shopping  chmnal. 
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WINDSURFING  46 

HAWKINS  RULES 
WAVES  AT 
WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIP 


Stand-off  half  teams  up  with  Northampton  colleague  as.  England  ring  changes 

Grayson  given 
key  role  for 

Samoa  match 

* 

By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


PAUL  GRAYSON,  a  convert 
from  football  six  years  ago. 
was  last  night  offered  the 
hottest  spot  in  English  rugby 
union:  the  role  of  stand-off  half 
in  the  side  to  play  Western 
Samoa  at  Twickenham  on 
Saturday  week,  alongside  his 
colleague  from  Northampton. 
Matthew  Dawson. 

The  half  backs,  both  of  them 
new  caps,  are  among  six 
changes  (two  positional)  from 
the  team  beaten  by  South 
Africa  last  month  and  repre¬ 
sent  a  sea  change  in  the 
reflections  of  the  England 
selectors.  Even  before  his  suc¬ 
cessful  advent  at  full  bade  last 
year.  Mike  Catt  was  perceived 
as  the  long-term  successor  to 
Rob  Andrew,  while  only  this 
season  Jack  Rowell  pondered 
the  need  for  a  specialist  at 
open-side  flanker. 

Now  the  England  manager 
has  neither.  Catt  reverts  to  full 
back  at  the  expense  of  Jona¬ 
than  Cailand  and  another 
Bath  player.  Andy  Robinson, 
feels  the  draught  at  No7.  His 
place  goes  to  Lawrence 
Daitaglio.  a  successful  re¬ 
placement  for  Tim  Rodber 
when  winning  his  first  cap 
against  the  South  Africans  but 
more  accustomed  to  the  blind- 
side  flanker  or  No8  role. 

No  final  chance  has  been 
offered  to  the  inconsistent 
Kyran  Bracken.  Bristol's 
scrum  half  gives  way  to  Daw¬ 
son  and  England  take 
plunge  die  British  Isles  took 
two  years  ago  in  switching 
Jason  Leonard  to  tight-head 
prop,  an  experiment  they  tried 


against  Italy  during  the  World 
Cup.  Leonard  displaces  Victor 
Ubogu  and  Graham  Rown- 
tree  makes  his  first  full  ap¬ 
pearance  at  Twickenham, 
though  this  win  be  his  fourth 
cap. 

“Dawson  was  already  in 
our  team  as  the  next  scrum 
half.”  Rowell  said,  after  his 
management  colleagues.  Les 
Cusworth  and  John  Elliott, 
had  cast  an  eye  over  the 
North's  aspirants  during  the 
344  win  over  the  Samoans  at 
Huddersfield  on  Tuesday 
night  “But  the  choice  of 
Grayson  was  swung  by  his 
display  for  the  Midlands 
(against  the  Samoans  at 
Leicester  on  Saturday].  We 
have  been  gasping  for  some¬ 
one  to  come  through  at  stand¬ 
off  and  Grayson  did  so  with 
aplomb. 

“Grayson  will  be  the  goal- 
kicker.  He  played  well  for  the 
A  team  when  they  beat  Austra- 


MJ  Catt  (Bath) 

D  P  Hoptey  (Wasps] 

W  D  C  Caring  (Harlequins,  captain) 


R  Underoood  (Leicester/RAF) 

P  J  Grayson  (Northampton) 

M  J  S  Dawson  (Northampton) 

G  C  Rovwilree  (Lacester) 

M  P  Regan  (Bristol) 

J  Leonard  (Harlequins) 

T  A  K  Rodber  (Northampton/Amiy) 

M  O  Johnson  (Leicester) 

M  C  Bayfiefd  (Northampton) 
BBOarke  (Bath) 

LBN  DaOagfto  (Wasps) 
REPLACEMENTS:  J  E  B  CaterrJ 
(Bath),  P  R  da  Gtanwlte  (Bath).  KPP 
Bracken  (Bristol).  V  E  Ubogu  path).  R 
A  Robinson  (Bath).  R  G  R  Davw  (Bath). 


No  546  in  association  with 
BRITISH  MIDLAND 
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ACROSS 

1  Sustain,  support  (6) 

X)WN 

2  Lord  High  Everything  Else 

5  Chinese  karate  (42) 

8  Cloth  roll;  run  for  it  (4) 

9  Wellington  1SI 5  victory  (8) 

10  Non-attendance  (7) 

M  Stale-smelling  (5) 

13  Our  species  (4.7) 

16  Make  embarrassed  (5) 

18  Wariness  ;  a  go-slow  (7) 

21  Raid,  tear  (8) 

22  Sudden  attack  (4) 

23  Implacable,  fatal  (6) 

24  Prickly  feeling  (6) 


3  Eccentric,  improper  (5) 

4  Miserable  (8) 

5  Bird;  child’s  toy  (4) 

6  Upbringing  (7) 

7  Suggest  (idea);  milkman’s 
cart  (5) 

12  Clearly  visible  (8) 

*4  Bad  action  (7) 

J5  Garden  time-teller  (7) 

17  Censure  (5) 

19  Protective  garment  (5) 

20  Unclear,  shimmering  (4) 


PRIZES:  _ 

THE  WINNER  will  receive  a  return  ticket  =S 
travelling  economy  class  to  anywhere  on  — 
British  Midland’s  domestic  or  international  £55 
network.  5= , 

THE  RUNNER-UP  will  receive  a  return  ===a 
ticket  to  anywhere  on  British  Midland’s  -  »f1 
domestic  network.  British  Midland  offers 


operates  a  fleet  of  35  aircraft  on  over  1200  flights  per  week 
throughout  the  UK  and  Europe. 

All  flights  are  subject  to  availability.  _ _ 

Post  your  entry  to  Tunes  Two  Crossword.  PO  Box  6886. 
London  E2  8SP  to  arrive  bynext  Monday.  The  winners'  names 
and  solution  w3J  appear  on  Wednesday. 

Name/ Address - - - 


SOLUTION  TO  No  645 

ACROSS:  1  Zigzag  4  Speech  8  Deal  9  Spirited  lOAudhoria 
13  Sable  15  Indus  16  Aaron  18  Kerbstone  21  Crevasse 
22  Wind  23  Trunks  24  Kruger 

DOWN;  1  Zodiac  2  Grandeur  3  Gesso  5  Parnassus  6  Eats 
7  Huddle  If  Think-tank  12  Radar  14  Becoming 
16  Avocet  17  Leader  19  Bleak  20  Beau 


lia  A  in  the  Test  last  June.  He 
looks  more  mature  this  sea¬ 
son.  He  has  succeeded  with 
the  winning  Northampton 
team  and  that  is  in  part  thanks 
to  Ian  McGeechan.  the  coach 
there.  We  want  to  see  how  this 
combination  works,  but  ft  is 
not  an  experiment,”  he  said. 

Grayson  and  Dawson  have 
played  outstanding  football  all 
season  for  Northampton,  nur¬ 
tured  by  McGeechan,  but  that 
has  not  been  difficult  so  great 
has  been  the  Saints’  domina¬ 
tion  of  the  second  division. 

Invited  to  step  up  for  a 
higher  examination,  they 
passed  with  flying  colours.  For 
Grayson,  in  particular,  the 
news  yesterday  prior  to  Eng¬ 
land  training  at  Marlow  will 
have  been  sweet  indeed. 

His  has  been  a  gradual 
ascent,  from  the  time  of  his 
first  appearance  at  Twicken¬ 
ham  in  Lancashire  colours 
five  years  ago.  At  24.  the  older 
of  the  two  halves  by  17  months, 
he  has  had  to  learn  the  art  of 
stand-off  play,  initially  with 
Preston  Grasshoppers,  for 
whom  he  proved  to  be  a  good 
ticker,  out  of  hand  and  off  die 
ground,  and  then  with  ambi¬ 
tious  Northampton. 

He  was  offered  further  re¬ 
sponsibility  as  captain  in  sev¬ 
eral  of  England  A*s  games  in 
Australia  last  summer  when 
he  impressed  Peter  Ross- 
borough.  the  tour  manager, 
with  his  altitude  and  has 
acquired  the  knack  of  manag¬ 
ing  a  game  which  Catt.  for  all 
his  footballing  vision,  has  yet 
to  leant.  Now  Grayson  must 
do  it  at  the  highest  level  with 
the  promise — or  threat — of  a 
meeting  with  France  in  Paris 
in  January  to  come  and  the 
added  responsibility  of  goal 
kicking  upon  his  shoulders. 

Happily,  he  and  Dawson 
complement  each  other.  Gray¬ 
son  the  less  obvious  player. 
Dawson  the  extrovert  Prom 
the  moment  Northampton 
plucked  him  from  High  Wyc¬ 
ombe,  Dawson  has  hinted  at 
England  potentiaL  He  won 
five  schoolboy  caps  and  erupt¬ 
ed  onto  the  senior  scene  with  a 
devastating  break,  good 
hands  and  a  neat  box  kick. 


Dawson,  left  and  Grayson.  England's  new  half-back  combination,  who  win  face  Weston  Samoa  at  Twickenham  on  Saturday  week 


What  he  lacked  was  judge¬ 
ment.  and  a  series  of  injuries 
in  1994  hindered  his  develop¬ 
ment;  this  season,  he  has 
matured  and  last  Saturday  he 
tormented  the  Samoans  to 
distraction,  setting  up  Rodber 
for  one  try  and  scoring 
another  himself. 

Speaking  about  the  decision 
to  include  Rowntree,  Rowell 
said:  “Rowntree  deserves  his 
chance.  The  Leonard-and- 


Ubogu  vote  went  to  the  mar¬ 
gin  and  was  on  the  nod  but 
Rowntree  is  in  on  merit” 
Once  the  decision  was  made 
to  introduce  the  two  North¬ 
ampton  players.  Canard's  fate 
was  sealed,  since  England 
were  unlikely  to  dispense  with 
Catfs  broken-play  running 
entirely.  He  has  more  freedom 
at  full  back,  where  fewer 
instant  derisions  need  to  be 
made,  though  if  England's 


England  seek  home  returns 


ENGLAND’S  world  champi¬ 
on  team,  which  has  gathered 
again  in  Bombay  determined 
to  break  recent  Australian 
domination  of  the  lucrative 
Mahindra  Challenge,  de¬ 
clared  yesterday  that  they 
would  aU  return  to  England  to 
contest  tiie  British  national 
championship,  scheduled  for 
Edgbaston  Priory  in 
Birmingham  early  in  January. 

Most  of  the  country's  lead¬ 
ing  men  missed  the  last  nat¬ 
ional  championship  when  it 
was  held  without  sponsorship 
at  the  Abbeydale  Chib  in 
Sheffield  and  won  by  Stephen 
Meads,  the  Berkshire  player. 

“But  the  Squash  Rackets 
Association  seems  to  have 
worked  hard  this  year  to  put 
together  a  deal  between  them- 


By  Coun  McQuillan 

selves.  QM  Rackets  and 
Edgbaston  Priory  to  provide  a 
prize  fund  of  £16,000."  En¬ 
gland’s  first-string  player.  Si¬ 
mon  Parke,  said  in  Bombay 
yesterday. 

“That  gives  a  first  prize  of 
£2.000  for  the  men  and  £1500 
for  the  women  which  is  worth 
competing  for.  You  have  to 
give  them  credit  for  trying 
hard  on  behalf  of  the  profes¬ 
sionals  who  simply  could  not 
afford  to  compete  last  year,” 
he  added. 

The  rest  of  the  successful 
England  team  that  defeated 
Pakistan  in  the  world  team 
championship  final  in  Cairo 
last  month  to  take  the  title  for 
the  first  time  confirmed  their 
interest  in  playing  also  at 
Edgbaston  Priory. 


Parke  plays  Ahmed  Faizy.  of 
Egypt  in  the  Mahindra  Chall¬ 
enge  first  round  today  while 
Del  Harris,  the  England  sec¬ 
ond  string,  faces  Derek  Ryan, 
of  Ireland.  The  England  cap¬ 
tain.  Chris  Walker,  plays 
another  Egyptian,  Omar  El 
Boroiossy.  and  Mark 
Chaloner  plays  Federico 
Usandizaga,  the  Argentina 
player. 

Stephen  Meads,  who  might 
not  defend  the  British  tide  in 
favour  of  pursuing  world  tour 
points  in  the  United  States, 
today  faces  Hansi  Wiens,  of 
Germany,  while  the  Scottish 
champion.  Peter  Nicol,  begins 
his  pursuit  of  the  Mahindra 
tide  against  the  world  junior 
champion,  Ahmed  Barada.  of 
Egypt 


back  play  is  to  be  effective, 
Dallaglio  has  to  pick  up  the 
open  side's  lines  of  running  on 
the  hoof. 

This  is  turning  into  a  re¬ 
markable  season  for  the  23- 
year-old  Dallaglio:  he  has 
taken  over  as  captain  of 
Wasps;  his  utility  value  found 
him  a  place  among  the  Eng¬ 
lish  replacements;  and  now  he 
will  have  his  first  foU  cap. 

At  6ft  4in  and  more  than  16 


Second 
chance 
for  Weir 

PAUL  Weir,  the  Scottish  boxer 
who  lost  his  World  Boxing 
Organization  (WBO)  junior 
flyweight  championship  to  Ja¬ 
cob  “Baby  Jake”  Matlala  last 
month  in  Glasgow,  will  have  a 
chance  to  reclaim  the  title  in 
the  new  year. 

The  WBO.  meeting  in  Atlan¬ 
ta.  ordered  the  re-match  — 
likely  to  be  in  late  February  or 
early  March  in  Johannesburg 
—  after  a  controversial  finish 
to  die  bout  on  November  18. 
Tommy  Giimour,  Weir’s  man¬ 
ager.  requested  the  re-match 
after  he  thought  the  referee 
had  been  wrong  to  stop  the 
bout  in  the  fifth  round  after  an 
dash  of  heads  opened  a  cut 
above  Weir's  kft  eye. 


stone,  be  has  the  power  and 
speed  England  seek  on  the 
flank.  Now  he  must  show  he 
has  the  know-how  ingrained 
in  specialists  such  as  Robin¬ 
son  and  Neil  Bade. 

Discussing  Dallaglio. 
Rowell  said:  “In  the  recent 
France  versus  New  Zealand 
series  we  saw  power  and  size 
dominating  at  No  7.  Earlier, 
we  visualised  Dallaglio  as  a 
blind-side  flanker,  fan  he  is 


adaptable  and  will  be  playing 
open-side  for  Wasps.” 

Mark  Regan.  England's 
hooker,  faces  a  Gloucester¬ 
shire  disciplinary  committee 
on  Tuesday  after  receiving  two 
yellow  cards.  If  the  cautions 
are  upheld,  Regan  is  likely  to 
receive  a  two-week  suspen¬ 
sion,  in  which  case  Graham 
Dawe,  36,  would  return  for 
only  his  sixth  cap  in  tune 
seasons. 


Ferguson  cleared  to  return  for  Everton 
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By  Peter  Ball 

THE  eager  efforts  of  Everton 
to  get  Duncan  Ferguson,  their 
Scotland  international  for¬ 
ward.  back,  into  action  bore 
fruit  yesterday.  Lord  Prosser 
agreed,  at  the  Gourt  of  Session 
in  Edinburg  to  the  club's 
appeal  for  a  judicial  review  of 
the  players  12-match  suspen¬ 
sion  by  the  Scottish  Football 
Association  (SFA)  for  head¬ 
butting  John  McStay.  of  Raith 
Rovers. 

The  review  should  take 
place  early  in  the  new  year, 
leaving  Ferguson,  who  has 
already  missed  five  games 
undo-  the  ban.  free  to  play  in 
the  meantime.  The  dubls  con¬ 
fidence  at  the  outcome  of  the 

appeal  was  such  that  he  starts 
tonight,  in  a  hastily  arranged 
reserve  mafrfi  with  Newcastle 
United. 

"He's  desperate  to  get  back 
now,  to  repay  the  support  he 


has  received  recently  from  the 
fans  and  the  club.”  Joe  Rqyle. 
the  Everton  manager,  said 
yesterday. 

The  match  tonight  win  be 
Ferguson’s  first  at  any  level 
since  August.  Since  then,  a 
hernia  operation  and  a  spell  in 
Barlinnie  jail  for  the  head¬ 
butting  incident,  carried  out 
while  playing  for  Rangers, 
have  prevented  him  playing 
any  competitive  footbalL 

If  he  comes  through  the 
game  tonight  satisfactorily,  he 
is  likely  to  be  involved  in 
Everton ’s  FA  Carting  Premier¬ 
ship  match  on  Monday 
against  West  Ham  United,  if 
only  as  a  substitute.  Such  is 
the  player's  popularity  that 
even  that  could  turn  the  game 
into  a  sell-out.  Everton  are 
expecting  10.000  to  turn  up 
tonight  to  greet  the  returning 
striker. 

“Of  course  the  obvious  dan¬ 
ger  is  that  people  will  expect 


too  much  from  him."  Royle 
said.  “It  won’t  be  easy.” 

Everton*s  case  rested  on  two 
planks  —  a  disagreement  over 
the  meaning  of  “additional"  in 
the  SFA  rulebook.  as  in  their 
right  to  impose  additional 
punishments  for  offences;  and 


Ferguson:  appeal 


the  more  simple  belief  that  the 
player  should  not  be  punished 
for  the  same  offence  twice,  by 
both  the  courts  and  the  SFA. 

Paul  Gascoigne,  the  Eng¬ 
land  international  midfield 
player,  will  not  be  prosecuted 
over  an  on-field  incident  at  a 
Bell’s  Scottish  League  premier 
division  match  between  his 
dub.  Rangers,  and  Aberdeen 
last  month.  The  Procurator 
Fiscal  for  Glasgow  said  last 
night  that  he  had  considered  a 
police  report  cm  the  match  and 
had  decided  “to  take  no  pro¬ 
ceedings  against  any  person 
on  this  occasion”. 

His  statement  did  not  name 
■  the  players  involved  or  how 
many  had  figured  in  the  police 
investigation.  But  Gascoigne, 
along  with  his  Rangers  team¬ 
mates.  John  Brown  and  Alan 
McLaren,  and  Billy  Dodds,  of 
Aberdeen,  are  believed  to  have 
been  involved  in  the  police 
investigation. 
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Defray  to  8  days.  TeL  OBI-853  4575  (24MSJ  no  a*u»  iuio- 


